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Abstract: As a traditional numerical simulation method for pantograph–catenary interaction research,
the pantograph–catenary finite element model cannot be applied to the real-time monitoring of
pantograph–catenary contact force, and the computational cost required for the multi-parameter
joint optimization of the pantograph–catenary system with the finite element model is very high. In
this paper, based on the selective crow search algorithm–radial basis function (SCSA-RBF) network,
the time-domain signal of the panhead acceleration, which can be obtained in real-time through
non-contact test technology, is taken as the boundary condition to directly solve the pantograph
dynamic equation and a data-physics coupling model that can quickly predict the pantograph–
catenary interaction is proposed. The prediction model is trained and verified using the dataset
generated through the finite element model. Furthermore, the prediction model is applied to the
multi-parameter joint optimization of six pantograph dynamic parameters and nine pantograph
dynamic parameters, considering nonlinear panhead stiffness, and optimization suggestions under
various speeds and filtering frequencies are given.

Keywords: pantograph–catenary interaction prediction model; pantograph–catenary contact force;
SCSA-RBF network

1. Introduction

The “CR450 technological innovation project” of China State Railway Group proposes
that the operating speed of electric multiple units (EMUs) should be 400 km/h, and the
maximum speed should be 450 km/h [1]. For most completed high-speed rail lines, since
the costs arising from changes in catenary parameters could be high, optimizing pantograph
parameters to improve the current collection quality of the pantograph–catenary system at
higher speeds, i.e., 400 km/h and above, is a more feasible and effective method.

The numerical simulation of pantograph–catenary interaction is usually based on the
finite element method (FEM) [2–4]. The classic approach is to simplify the pantograph to
a reduced model consisting of only a few lumped masses and spring-damper elements
and construct a model of the catenary that consists of more than 10,000 finite element
elements. With the objective of improving pantograph–catenary interaction performance,
the optimization of pantograph–catenary parameters may include 1 to more than 10 deci-
sion variables and involve thousands or even tens of thousands of simulation cases. If the
pantograph–catenary finite element model is used, hundreds of thousands of core hours
are needed to solve a single set of pantograph–catenary parameter optimization problems.
For different optimization scenarios, such as different running speeds on different operat-
ing lines and optimization scheme designs for different types of pantographs, it is often
necessary to solve multiple sets of pantograph–catenary parameter optimization problems,
which results in huge computational costs. Therefore, it is an urgent issue to improve the
numerical calculation efficiency and reduce the computational cost.
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The vast majority of the elements in the pantograph–catenary finite element model
are located in the catenary model. The catenary finite element model adopts the geometric
and material parameters of the real catenary, with a total structural length exceeding a
thousand meters, containing tens of spans with repetitive structures. Rod or beam elements
are often used to simulate contact wires, messenger wires, and stitch wires. The nonlinear
spring elements, which only bear tension, are often used to simulate the droppers. The
spring-lumped mass systems are used to simulate the steady arms, and the lumped masses
are used to simulate various clamps [2,5–7].

To reduce the computational cost of numerical simulation, methods that can be
adopted include improving the finite element model of the catenary, simplifying the physi-
cal model of the catenary, and constructing the surrogate model of pantograph–catenary
interaction. Firstly, for the finite element model, the number of meshes can be reduced, or
its nonlinear terms can be ignored. With the moving mesh method, finer meshes are set
around the area near the contact point of the contact line, and coarse fixed meshes are set in
the other areas to reduce the number of finite element elements of the catenary model. At
300 km/h and below, the relative error of the obtained time-domain signal of the contact
force is lower than 7%, and the computational cost is reduced to 1/3 of that before mesh
optimization [8]. Correction forces are used to eliminate the nonlinear stiffness term arising
from the slackening of the dropper or the loss of pantograph–catenary contact. The solution
process is divided into the online stage and the offline stage. The large matrix in the finite
element model is pre-decomposed using LU factorization, which can considerably decrease
computational cost while ensuring reasonable calculation accuracy [9,10].

Secondly, the structure of the catenary can be simplified with an equivalent method.
However, the results of the simplified catenary model have a relatively large error compared
with those of the finite element model. One approach is to simplify the catenary to a spring-
mass system with time-varying stiffness, in which the spring stiffness is expressed as a
sinusoidal function with the time of the pantograph running in a span as a period [11]
or is directly given by the displacement response of the catenary finite element model
under a constant static force [12]. The relative error of the contact force at 350 km/h and
below obtained through the two models is up to 20~80% [13]. An alternative approach is
to simplify the catenary to a periodically spring-supported string model. For example, a
three-span-long string model supported by four springs, in which the relative error of the
first natural frequency is 28% [14], or an infinite string model with viscoelastic support, in
which the relative error of the standard deviation of contact force (SDCF) at 350 km/h and
below is up to 32% [15,16].

Thirdly, the surrogate model of the pantograph–catenary interaction performance char-
acterization parameters can be established by generating the data set containing several
pantograph–catenary interaction cases through the finite element model. In the surrogate
model, the computational cost drops several orders of magnitude at the expense of ignor-
ing the dynamic process. For example, the quadratic function relationship between the
SDCF at 305 km/h and the six pantograph parameters is established [17]. The surrogate
model to represent the relationship between the SDCF at 350 km/h and six pantograph
parameters, three dropper distribution parameters, three dropper length parameters, and
three preload parameters is established, and the relative error of the model is less than
6.3% [18] The surrogate model to represent the relationship between the five contact force
statistics parameters and running speed, static lifting force, and nine catenary parameters
is established, and the determination coefficient of the model is 0.969 [19]; the surrogate
model to represent the relationship between the time-domain signal of contact force and
running speed in the range of 250~350 km/h and six catenary parameters is established,
and the probability of the relative error of the SDCF surrogate model being lower than 4.6%
is 99.73% [20]; the surrogate model to represent the relationship between the SDCF and
running speed in the range of 250~450 km/h and six pantograph parameters is established,
and the determination coefficient of the model is 0.996 [21].
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Based on the verified pantograph–catenary finite element model, a dataset of
4000 pantograph–catenary interaction cases was generated in the whole speed range of
250~450 km/h. Combined with the selective crow search algorithm–radial basis function
(SCSA-RBF) network, based on the time-domain signal of the panhead acceleration and
the pantograph dynamic equation, and considering the pantograph–catenary interaction
dynamic process, a data-physics coupling model that can accurately and quickly predict
the pantograph–catenary interaction was proposed and applied to the multi-parameter
joint optimization of pantograph dynamic parameters.

2. Pantograph–Catenary Finite Element Model [7]
During the dynamic analysis of the pantograph–catenary system, the pantograph is

usually equivalent to a three-mass model with three vertical degrees of freedom (DOFs).
The pantograph dynamic equation is as follows:

m3 0 0
0 m2 0
0 0 m1

 ..
z3(t)..
z2(t)..
z1(t)

+

 c3 −c3 0
−c3 c3 + c2 −c2

0 −c2 c2 + c1

 .
z3(t).
z2(t).
z1(t)

+

 k3 −k3 0
−k3 k3 + k2 −k2

0 −k2 k2 + k1

 z3(t)
z2(t)
z1(t)

 =

 −Fc(t)
F2
F1

 (1)

where mn, kn, and cn are the equivalent mass, stiffness, and damping, respectively. Fn is the lifting
forces, zn(t),

.
zn(t) and

..
zn(t) are the vertical displacement, velocity, and acceleration, respectively.

Subscripts n = 3, 2, and 1 represent the three lumped masses equivalent to the vertical vibration of
the panhead, vertical bending vibration of the upper frame, and rotation of the frame, respectively.
Fc(t) is the contact force.

A finite element model of the 30 spans two-dimensional stitched catenary system was estab-
lished, referring to the geometric and material parameters of the actual catenary. The model included
contact wires, messenger wires, stitch wires, droppers, steady arms, and various clamps. The contact
wires, messenger wires, and stitch wires were treated as slender rod models with prestress due
to their large length in comparison to their cross-sectional sizes and significant pretension. The
element length for these wires was set at 0.2 m. The droppers were equivalent to nonlinear spring
elements that only bear tension, and each dropper was only divided into one element. The steady
arms were equivalent to a spring-lumped mass system, and each steady arm was only divided into
one spring-lumped mass system. Each clamp was equivalent to a lumped mass. The proportional
damping coefficients of the catenary dynamic system, α and β, were set to 1.25 × 10−2 s−1 and
1.00 × 10−4 s, respectively. Based on the above assumptions, the dynamic equations of the catenary
could be obtained. The penalty function method, with a contact stiffness of kc = 50,000 N/m, was used
to simulate the coupling behavior between the panhead strips and contact wire, and the dynamic
equations of the interaction of the pantograph–catenary system could be accordingly obtained. By
combining the above equations, the dynamic equation of the pantograph–catenary system could
be obtained. The maximum integration step of time was set to 0.00167 s, and the interval time for
output was set to 0.005 s; that is, the sampling frequency was set to 200 Hz. At a given operat-
ing speed, pantograph–catenary parameters, and contact stiffness, the time-domain signals of the
contact force and panhead acceleration, namely Fc(t) and

..
z3(t), were calculated using Ansys 19.2®

commercial software.
The FEM calculated values of the above pantograph–catenary finite element model (Figure 1)

have been verified using the measured data from line tests on the Datong-Xi’an High-speed Railway
Line [7] and the trade standard EN50318:2018 [22,23]. The computational cost of the pantograph–
catenary finite element model was about 10 core hours when calculating a single pantograph–catenary
interaction case.
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3. Pantograph–Catenary Interaction Prediction Model
3.1. Model Architecture

In the investigated pantograph–catenary system, the decision vector X = {v, m3, m2, m1, k3, k2, c1}T

composed of the running speed and six pantograph equivalent parameters was variable, while the
other three pantograph equivalent parameters, catenary parameters, and contact stiffness were given
as constants. According to engineering practice, the value range for each decision variable in X was
determined. Using the Latin hypercube sampling method [24], three disjoint sets, A, B, and C, were
composed in a seven-dimensional sample space of X. Based on the pantograph–catenary FEM model,
dynamic calculations were carried out to obtain the FEM calculated values of the time-domain signal
of the panhead acceleration

..
z3(t), the time-domain signal of the contact force Fc(t), and the SDCF σ.

The SCSA-RBF network [21] was used to construct a surrogate model of the panhead acceleration

at time ti, with set A as the training set and set B as the validation set. Minimizing
Np

∑
p=1

(
1− R2

p
)
/Np

of the validation set is the optimization objective. Among them, R2
p is the determination coefficient

between the model-predicted value and the FEM-calculated value of the time-domain signal of the
panhead vertical acceleration of the validation set sample Xp. The closer R2

p is to one, the smaller the
error between the model-predicted value and the FEM-calculated value; p = 1, . . ., and Np, where Np
is the number of samples in the validation set; ti = 0.1i/v (I = 0, 1, . . ., and 11,001). The SCSA-RBF
network is a radial basis function network (RBF) [25] trained by the selective crow search algorithm
(SCSA). SCSA introduces a roulette search operator [26] based on a crow search algorithm [27], which
effectively improves the solution accuracy and convergence speed compared with the crow search

algorithm. Using A∪B as the training set, the final surrogate model
_..
z 3(ti) = hi(X) was obtained.

For any X,
_..
z 3(ti) was obtained through the above surrogate model. The panhead vertical

acceleration
_..
z 3

(
tj

)
at time tj = 0.005(j – 1) (j = 1, 2, . . .) was calculated using the cubic spline

interpolation method. Based on the Simpson formula and the trapezoidal quadrature formula,
combined with the initial conditions of

.
z3(0) = 0 and z3(0) = 0, the vertical velocity and vertical

displacement of the panhead at tj+1 can be obtained.

_.
z 3

(
tj+1

)
=

_.
z 3

(
tj

)
+ 0.0025

[_..
z 3

(
tj

)
+

_..
z 3

(
tj+1

)]
(2)

and

_
z 3

(
tj+1

)
=

_
z 3

(
tj

)
+ 0.005

[
5
_.
z 3

(
tj

)
+

_.
z 3

(
tj+1

)]
/6 + 0.0052

[
3
_..
z 3

(
tj

)
+

_..
z 3

(
tj+1

)]
/12. (3)

Taking
_..
z 3

(
tj

)
,
_.
z 3

(
tj

)
, and

_
z 3

(
tj

)
as the boundary conditions, combined with the initial

conditions, the pantograph dynamic Equation (1) can be solved to obtain the predicted value of the

pantograph–catenary contact force
_
F c

(
tj

)
. In the numerical calculation, the calculation parameters



Appl. Sci. 2024, 14, 449 5 of 11

and the dynamics iteration steps are the same as those in Section 2. In this paper, the above prediction
method for the time-domain signal of the dynamic response for the pantograph–catenary system,
based on the SCSA-RBF network and considering the physical process of pantograph–catenary
interaction, is referred to as the pantograph–catenary interaction prediction model (Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Pantograph–catenary interaction prediction model.

To evaluate the generalization ability of the pantograph–catenary interaction prediction model,
set C was designated as the test set to calculate the determination coefficient between the model-
predicted value and the FEM-calculated value of the time-domain signals of the panhead vertical
acceleration and pantograph–catenary contact force in the test set. The average values and the interval
within the probability of 0.95 of these coefficients were obtained. According to the trade standard
EN50367:2020 [28], the SDCF, denoted as σ, is a critical index to evaluate the current collection quality
and represents the oscillation degree of the time-domain signal of the contact force. Based on the

model-predicted value
_
F c

(
tj

)
and the FEM-calculated value Fc(tj) of the time-domain signal of

contact force, their standard deviation σ̂q and σq were calculated. In addition, the determination
coefficient between the σ̂q and the σq was calculated, and the interval of the model errors σ̂q − σq
within the probability of 0.95 was obtained. Among them, the subscript q represents the sample
Xq (q = 1, . . ., and Nq) in the test set.

3.2. Consideration of a Piecewise Linear Panhead Spring
Three parameters, k31, k32, and S0, will be involved if the panhead spring exhibits piecewise

linear stiffness. When the spring force S(t) < S0, the spring stiffness is k31; when S(t) ≥ S0, the spring
stiffness is k32. Similarly, the ranges of the three decision variables were determined according to en-
gineering practice. Then, the decision vector was extended to Y = {v, m3, m2, m1, k31, k32, S0, k2, c1}T.

It was assumed that the dynamic characteristics of the nonlinear panhead spring are equivalent
to that of a linear spring over the entire analysis period, and the equivalent stiffness k3 could be
expressed as

k3 = ηk31 + (1 - η)k32 (4)

where η represents the percentage of the sum of time when the spring stiffness is expressed
as k31 in the total time. The following steps were taken to make Y equivalent to X: (1) Take
X0 = {v, m3, m2, m1, k3

0, k2, c1}T, that is, k3
0 = k31 and r = 0. (2) Based on the pantograph–catenary in-

teraction prediction model in Section 3.1, the predicted value of the vertical displacement of panhead

and the second lumped mass, denoted as
_
z 3

(
tj

)
and

_
z 2

(
tj

)
, and the predicted value of the spring

force
_
S
(

tj

)
= k3

r
(
_
z 2

(
tj

)
−_

z 3

(
tj

))
were obtained. Count the number of time sampling points
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with
_
S
(

tj

)
< S0 in the whole analysis period and divide it by the total number of time sampling

points to obtain η, set k3
r+1 = ηk31 + (1 – η)k32. (3) If |k3

r+1 – k3
r| < 1 N/m, X = Xr, and stop iteration;

otherwise, set r = r + 1, Xr = {v, m3, m2, m1, k3
r, k2, c1}T, and repeat step (2).

For the equivalent decision vector X, the same method in Section 3.1 was used to obtain the

boundary conditions
_..
z 3

(
tj

)
,
_.
z 3

(
tj

)
, and

_
z 3

(
tj

)
. Combined with the initial conditions, the dynamic

equation (1) of the three-mass model of the pantograph was solved to obtain the model-predicted

value of the pantograph–catenary contact force
_
F c(t). In the process of solving the dynamic equation,

at each time integration point, if S(t) < S0, replace k3 in Equation (1) with k31; if S(t) > S0, replace k3
with k32.

Hereinafter, the pantograph–catenary interaction prediction model was extended to the case of
a piecewise linear panhead spring. Furthermore, the Latin hypercube sampling method was used to
draw set D in a nine-dimensional sample space of Y. Set D was considered as the test set to evaluate
the generalization ability of the pantograph–catenary interaction prediction model in the case of a
piecewise linear panhead spring.

3.3. Performance Evaluation of Prediction Model
The catenary parameters of the stitched catenary of Datong-Xi’an High-speed Railway Line [7]

were adopted and set k1 = 74 N/m, c3 = 50 N·s/m, and c2 = 10 N·s/m. Each decision variable in X
used the same value range as in our team’s previous article [21]. In the decision vector Y, the value
range of k31 and k32 is <4000, 14,000> N/m, and the value range of S0 is <130, 520> N. The sample
sizes of sets A, B, C, and D were 2200, 900, 900, and 200, respectively.

For set C with linear panhead stiffness, Figure 3a shows the time-domain signals of the panhead
acceleration and the pantograph–catenary contact force of the samples with the best and worst
prediction effect among them. Figure 4a shows the distribution of the determination coefficient of
the time-domain signals and model errors of all samples. The relevant statistical values are given in
the second row of Table 1. It can be seen that the probability density of the determination coefficient
between the model-predicted value and FEM-calculated value of the two kinds of time-domain
signals presents a left-skewed distribution. The intervals within the probability of 0.95 of them are
(92.8%, 100%> and (91.0%, 100%>, respectively, which means most of the values are greater than
their mean values of 97.7% and 97.4%. Obviously, for the sample with the maximum determination
coefficient, the model-predicted results of the two kinds of time-domain signals almost coincide with
their FEM results. Even for the sample with the minimum determination coefficient, the prediction
accuracy of the two kinds of time-domain signals is also high. In addition, the model-predicted
values of the SDCF in these samples are basically the same as those of the FEM-calculated value
(� in Figure 5), and the determination coefficient between them is 98.2%. The probability density
distribution of model errors is approximately symmetric, and the interval within the probability of
0.95 of the model errors is <−2.35, 3.60> N.

For set D with piecewise linear panhead stiffness, Figure 3b shows the time-domain signals of
the panhead acceleration and the pantograph–catenary contact force of the samples with the best and
worst prediction effect among them. Figure 4b shows the distribution of the determination coefficient
of the time-domain signals and model errors of all samples. The relevant statistical values are given in
the third row of Table 1. Similarly, the probability density of the determination coefficient between the
model-predicted value and FEM-calculated value of the two kinds of time-domain signals presents a
left-skewed distribution. The intervals within the probability of 0.95 of them are (92.5%, 100%> and
(91.5%, 100%>, respectively, which means most of the values are greater than their mean values of
97.1% and 97.3%. For the sample with the maximum or the minimum determination coefficient, the
model-predicted results of the two kinds of time-domain signals are in good agreement with their
FEM results. In addition, the model-predicted values of the SDCF in these samples are basically the
same as those of the FEM-calculated value (# in Figure 5), and the determination coefficient between
them is 98.2%. The probability density distribution of model errors is approximately symmetric, and
the interval within the probability of 0.95 of the model errors is <−2.01, 4.11> N.

Therefore, the pantograph–catenary interaction prediction model demonstrates strong general-
ization ability. In addition, the prediction model required only 1 × 10−3 core hours, which is only
1/104 of the computational cost required for the FEM model in Section 2 when calculating a single
pantograph–catenary interaction case.
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Table 1. Generalization ability of pantograph–catenary interaction prediction model.

Test Set

Determination Coefficient (%) Model Error (N)
..
z3(t) Fc(t)

σ
Interval within

Probability of 0.95Mean Value Interval within
Probability of 0.95 Mean Value Interval within

Probability of 0.95

C 97.7 (92.8, 100> 97.4 (91.0, 100> 98.2 <−2.35, 3.60>
D 97.1 (92.5, 100> 97.3 (91.5, 100> 98.2 <2.01, 4.11>

Appl. Sci. 2024, 14, x FOR PEER REVIEW 8 of 12 
 

13 14 15 16 17
−10

−5

0

5

10
−40

−20

0

20

40

13 14 15 16 17
50

100

150

200

250
100

200

300

400(b)

Pa
nh

ea
d 

ac
ce

le
ra

tio
n 

(m
/s2 )

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FEM results
 Predicted results

Best prediction performance in set D

Worst prediction performance in set D

Position of pantograph (span)

 C
on

ta
ct

 fo
rc

e 
(N

)

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
Figure 3. Model predicted time-domain signals in test sets C (a) and D (b). 

50

60

70

80

90

100

50

60

70

80

90

100

 Mean values
 Interval within the probability of 0.95  

−12

−8

−4

0

4

8

12

Er
ro

r (
N

)

−12

−8

−4

0

4

8

12
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4. Application in Optimization of Pantograph Parameters
At a specific running speed and low-pass filtering frequency, the optimal solution of the decision

vector was achieved using SCSA with the objective of minimizing the SDCF. According to trade
standards EN50318:2018 [23] and EN50317:2012 [29], the time-domain signal of contact force should
be filtered through a 20 Hz low-pass filter. The analysis of the time-domain signals of contact force
from the 4200 sets of FEM results involved above indicates that 95.45 ± 2.05% of the energy of the
contact force signals is concentrated below 40 Hz. Therefore, two low-pass filtering frequencies, 20
and 40 Hz, were selected as the cut-off frequencies in the optimization. It is worth noting that the
sampling frequency of the time-domain signal used in this paper is 200 Hz, which is five times higher
than 40 Hz. According to the Nyquist–Shannon sampling theorem, such a sampling frequency is
accurate enough to describe time-domain signals below 40 Hz. A total of nine speeds were selected
with an interval of 25 km/h between 250 and 450 km/h; the decision vectors were set as X and
Y, respectively, to study the effect of nonlinear stiffness panhead. The SDCF corresponding to the
decision vector is given by the pantograph–catenary interaction prediction model. The value range
of each decision variable in X and Y is the same as that in Section 3.3, and the maximum number of
iterations is 200.

The time-domain signal of the contact force at the optimal solution and the reference point
are shown in Figure 6, where the reference point represents the parameters of the existing DSA380
pantograph in service [7]. Compared with the reference point, the fluctuation degree of the time-
domain signal at the optimal solution is significantly reduced, and the optimization effect varies at
different speeds and low-pass filtering frequencies. In addition, under the same working condition,
most of the peak-valley values of the time-domain signals are slightly lower in the case of nonlinear
panhead stiffness compared to those in the case of linear panhead stiffness.

The decreased value of the SDCF of the optimal solution compared with the reference point ∆σ

was used as the quantitative index of the optimization effect. As the speed increases, the optimization
effect tends to increase from about 5 N at medium speed to 18 N at higher speed (Figure 7a). However,
the optimization effect has a local minimum at 375 km/h because the excitation frequency of the
moving contact force at the nearby speed points, that is, 350 km/h and 400 km/h, is equal to the
natural frequency of the catenary. This leads to the resonance of the pantograph and catenary,
resulting in relatively high SDCF at 350 km/h and 400 km/h and relatively low SDCF at 375 km/h.
Therefore, the optimization space at 375 km/h is relatively small, leading to the small size of ∆σ. In
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addition, the optimization effect at 425 km/h and 450 km/h no longer increases with the increase in
speed because the maximum natural frequency of the three-mass model of the pantograph is 17.7 Hz
in the parameter value range, while the high-frequency components above 20 Hz of the contact
force increase significantly when the running speed exceeds 400 km/h. This indicates that the joint
optimization effect of pantograph parameters based on the three-mass model has limitations.
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Furthermore, the influence of the low-pass filtering frequency and the panhead stiffness setting
on the optimization effect are shown in Figure 7b. Whether the panhead stiffness is linear or nonlinear,
the optimization effect of σ20 is slightly better than that of σ40 at medium and high speeds. But
the difference is small, not more than 0.76 N. However, at higher speeds, due to the increase in
high-frequency components of the contact force, the difference between the optimization effect of
σ20 and that of σ40 increases to 1.23~5.44 N. The optimization effect of nonlinear panhead stiffness is
slightly better than that of linear panhead stiffness, with the maximum difference being 2 N, occurring
at 350 km/h.

5. Conclusions
In this paper, a data-physics coupling model that can quickly predict the pantograph–catenary

interaction was proposed. In the process of obtaining the time-domain signal of the pantograph–
catenary contact force, the time-consuming finite element solution process of the pantograph–catenary
dynamic equation was avoided, and the time-domain signal of the panhead acceleration was taken as
the boundary condition to directly solve the pantograph dynamic equation. The computational cost
of this prediction model was only 1 × 10−3 core hours, which is only 1/104 of that of the traditional
pantograph–catenary finite element model.

The application prospect of this model includes the following two aspects:
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Firstly, whether in existing line tests or on the operational high-speed railway, compared
with the real-time monitoring of the pantograph–catenary contact force, which requires changes
in the panhead structure and installation of sensors, the non-contact test technology for panhead
displacement is more mature and feasible. Based on the time-domain signal of panhead displacement,
the time-domain signal of panhead acceleration can be obtained. Then, the time-domain signal of the
contact force can be obtained using the pantograph–catenary interaction prediction model.

Secondly, for the multi-parameter joint optimization of the pantograph–catenary system, a
greater number of decision variables leads to a more favorable optimization effect. However, the
number of cases involved will increase sharply, and the computational cost required for the calculation
based on the pantograph–catenary FEM model is extremely higher as the number of decision variables
increases. In addition to greatly improving computational efficiency, the pantograph–catenary
interaction prediction model can effectively predict the time-domain signal of the dynamic response
of the pantograph–catenary system. In this paper, under different speeds, the prediction model was
applied to the multi-parameter joint optimization of six pantograph dynamic parameters and nine
pantograph dynamic parameters considering the nonlinear panhead stiffness. The optimization
strategies outlined in this paper led to a significant 34.62% reduction in the SDCF. Based on all the
working conditions concerned in this paper, it is suggested that m3 and m1 should be reduced to
their lower limits; k3 should be increased, the increase depending on specific working conditions; m2
should be reduced at medium and higher speeds and increased at other speeds; k2 should be reduced
to its lower limit at medium and high speeds, and increased at 375 km/h and above; and c1 should
be reduced at medium speed and increased to its upper limit at the other speeds.
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