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Abstract: In this investigation, we mixed cement with electrospun nanofibers made of tetraethoxysi-
lane (TEOS) and polyvidone (PVP), as well as a modified version with carbon nanotubes (CNT). When
we incorporated TEOS/PVP and CNT-TEOS/PVP nanofibers into the cementitious materials, the
results of mechanical strength tests showed improvements in compressive strength of 28% and 38%
and in toughness of 54% and 66%, respectively. We observed the morphology and texture of the fibers
using a scanning electron microscope (SEM) and transmission electron microscope (TEM) analyses. In
addition, based on our SEM, energy-dispersive spectroscopy (EDS), and thermogravimetric analysis
(TGA), we observed that the matrix structure was compacted due to the nanofiber’s matrix-bridging
effect and the increase in hydration products. Therefore, the results of our microstructure studies
agree with those of the mechanical strength tests. Our findings can be used to increase cement quality
while lowering overall usage, thereby minimizing its environmental impacts.

Keywords: TEOS; PVP; CNT; cement; electrospun nanofibers; microstructure; compressive strength;
toughness

1. Introduction

The cement industry is one of the most non-ecological and creates huge emissions.
Therefore, exploring ways to make the cement industry environmentally friendly is of
considerable worldwide concern. Hamada et al. [1] used a response surface methodology to
demonstrate the efficiency of palm oil clinker and nano-palm-oil fuel ash in the production
of concrete and helped to achieve environmental sustainability by lowering the production
of agricultural and industrial waste byproducts. Further studies have improved cement
matrix characteristics to reduce cement usage. Recently, nanoscale materials have caught
the interest of researchers and are commonly used in cement-based products. According to
Zhang et al., cement-based materials containing nano-silica and superabsorbent polymer
can be used in practical engineering thanks to their low shrinkage and high ductility
characteristics [2]. Wang et al. [3,4] pointed out the effect of carbon nanofibers on improving
the electrical resistivity and capacitive reactance of cement pastes, and they observed that
the highest self-sensing performance sensitivity corresponded to a carbon nanofiber dosage
of 2.5%. Saleh et al. [5,6] showed the effectiveness of titanate nanofibers in modifying
cementitious materials to produce anti-radioactive or hazardous waste containers. We
conducted a literature review and found that researchers were most concerned with the
mechanical characteristics of nanofibers-modified cementitious materials. Many types
of nanofibers were applied to cement in different directions to analyze its mechanical
behavior. For instance, Chinchillas-Chinchillas et al. [7] reported increases in compressive
and flexural strength of 26.1% and 89.1%, respectively, and a decline of 93.1% in the drying
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shrinkage of cement mortar containing recycled PET/PAN nanofibers. McElroy et al. [8]
enhanced the compressive and tensile strength of oil-well cement up to 50% and 53%,
respectively, by adding alumina nanofibers to the paste. Azevedo and Gleize [9] reported
an increase of 74.77% and 24.87% in flexural and compressive strength, respectively, after
adding different dosages of silicon carbide nanofibers into Portland cement pastes. Al-
Rub et al. [10] observed increases in ductility, flexural strength, Young’s modulus, and
toughness of 73%, 60%, 25%, and 170% on average, respectively, after adding carbon
nanofibers or carbon nanotubes into cement pastes. In almost all of the above cases,
nanofibers were incorporated into cementitious materials by first dispersing in water to
form an aqueous solution and then mixing the as-solution with cement powder. The
dispersion of the precursors in water is a complicated process, normally conducted with the
help of ultrasonic energy [8,9] or the addition of surfactant agents (i.e., superplasticizers)
into the mix [3,4,9,10]. From another perspective, the previous works [11-13] presented
another approach to combine electrospun nanofibers with cement powder. Nanofibers
were fabricated and blended with cement powder through the electrospinning process
using an improved collector.

Electrospinning is a flexible and economical technology for creating nanofibers made
of various materials that are appropriate for a variety of applications [14-16]. The general
principle of the electrospinning technique is based on the electrostatic repulsion between
the strongly charged polymer solutions and the negative collector, which fabricates nano-
sized fibers. Our literature review showed that tetraethoxysilane/polyvidone nanofibers
(TEOS/PVP NFs) fabricated by the electrospinning technique were utilized in numerous
fields, such as catalytic applications [17], protein detection [18], wound-dressing appli-
cations [19], drug-delivery systems [20], etc. However, the literature rarely explored its
application in enhancing cement matrix strength. Therefore, the goal of our study is to
investigate the changes in the mechanical and microstructural properties of ordinary Port-
land cement (OPC) blended with TEOS/PVP NFs, as well as versions modified by carbon
nanotubes (CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs). To the best of our knowledge, silica is TEOS/PVP’s
primary ingredient. Where PVP is a carrier matrix and TEOS is a precursor to silica [21].
Therefore, it is anticipated that adding TEOS/PVP NFs to cement will result in more poz-
zolanic reactions. These nanofibers can, therefore, efficiently raise the amount of hydration
products in the matrix, enhancing its mechanical characteristics and toughness. According
to the findings of earlier research [11], CNTs have demonstrated their value in enhancing
the tensile strength of cement paste when combined with nylon 66 nanofibers. To continue
this strategy, CNTs have been introduced to TEOS/PVP NFs to examine their impact on the
pastes’ tensile strength. Positive results regarding the mechanical properties of cement can
be considered as a premise for improving the quality of this material, reducing the amount
of cement used and thereby minimizing its environmental impacts. The nanofibers were
fabricated by the electrospinning process [17,18,22-25] and blended directly into cement
powder [11,12]. In our study, we modified TEOS/PVP NFs using multi-walled carbon
nanotubes (MWCNTs), and we conducted the ultrasonication process while preparing the
polymer solution to break the strong van der Waals forces that cause the agglomeration of
carbon nanotubes (CNTs) [26-29].

Above all, the primary goal of this study is to examine the mechanical and microstruc-
tural characteristics of cementitious materials blended with TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-
TEOS/PVP NFs. Our mechanical strength test results showed how our proposed electro-
spun nanofibers affected some key properties of cement. We also carried out microstructure
analyses, such as the field emission transmission electron microscope (FE-TEM) and the
field emission scanning electron microscope (FE-SEM), to confirm the changes in the
nanofibers’ morphology as well as the matrix’s microstructure. Furthermore, we performed
energy-dispersive spectroscopy (EDS) and thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) to examine
the variation in hydration-product proportions.
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2. Experiments
2.1. Materials

We utilized type I OPC cement from Ssangyong Co, Korea, in compliance with ASTM
C150 [30]. Table 1 presents the chemical components and physical characteristics of OPC.

Table 1. Chemical composition and physical characteristics of OPC.

CaO 61.33

SiO; 21.01

Al,O3 6.40

SO;3 2.30

MgO 3.02

Fe, O3 312

Ig. loss 1.40

Compressive strength at 28 days (MPa) 36

Specific surface area (cm?/g) 2800

We used TEOS (Tetraethoxysilane; Cas No 78-10-4; Alfa Aesar, Germany), PVP (polyvi-
done; Cas No 9003-39-8; Sigma-Aldrich, USA), butanol (Cas No 71-36-3; Sigma-Aldrich,
USA), and MWCNTs (multi-walled carbon nanotubes; diameter: 10 nm, length: 30 pum;
grade: CM-95; Hanos, Republic of Korea) to prepare the polymer solution. We employed
all chemicals as received. Table 2 presents the properties of the chemicals.

Table 2. Properties of TEOS, PVP, and butanol.

Properties TEOS PVP Butanol

Linear formula (CoH50)4Si (C¢HgNO), C4H1¢O
Molecular weight (g/mol) 208.329 1,300,000 74.12
Purity (%) 98 98 99.9
Density at 25 °C (g/mL) 0.934 1.2 0.81

2.2. Polymer Solution

The following steps present our polymer solutions preparation process: (1) Stirring
TEOS and butanol with a volume proportion of 5:3 (TEOS: butanol) at 80 °C and 30 min;
(2) adding and stirring PVP in the as-solution with a weight proportion of 1:9 (PVP: as-
solution) at 120 °C and 90 min [25]. We added CNTs into the solution containing TEOS and
butanol first to prepare the polymer solution containing CNTs and TEOS/PVDP, in which the
content of PVP was partly replaced by CNTs. Hence, the weight proportion between PVP
and CNTs was 24:1. The literature shows that agglomerate phenomenance is normally due
to the strong van der Waals links between CNT molecules [31-33]. Hence, we conducted
the ultrasonication process during this period to obtain the homogeneous solution [26-29].
After finishing the preparation process, we kept the obtained polymer solutions for 24 h
under laboratory conditions due to the relaxation of the polymer chain. Table 3 presents a
summary of the polymer solution’s component proportions.

Table 3. Components proportion of polymer solution by weight percent (%).

Solvent PVP CNTs
TEOS/PVP polymer solution 920 10 -
CNT-TEOS/PVP polymer solution 90 9.6 0.4
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2.3. Electrospinning Process

In our study, we fabricated TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs using an
electrospinning system. We conducted the electrospinning processes similar to the process
in [11,12] (see Figure 1). Information on the electrospinning process can be found in Table 4.
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Figure 1. Electrospinning process and polymer solutions.

To analyze the morphological properties of TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP
NFs, we prepared the samples for FE-SEM and FE-TEM by electrospinning the nanofibers
directly onto 5 mm x 5 mm carbon tapes and copper grids.

Table 4. Input parameter of the electrospinning process.

Voltage (kV) 12
Syringe (mL) 12
Needle 20
Working distance (mm) 60
Pump speed (uL/min) 30

2.4. Hardened Cement Pastes Preparation

Based on the blend method proposed in the previous works, we electrospun TEOS/PVP
NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP onto an improved collector for blending the nanofibers and
cement powder [11,12]. The improved collector’s mechanism is based on the rotation of
a magnetic stir bar inside a metal bowl. The wall of the bowl needs to be insulated to
concentrate the nanofibers jet onto the bottom of the bowl. A magnetic stirrer machine
under the metal bowl supplies the magnetic energy for rotating the stir bar. The metal bowl
is connected to the ground and works as the negative electrode of the system (see Figure 1).
We conducted the blending process for every 95 g of OPC and 5 g of the polymer solution.
Studying the mechanical characteristics of cement is very difficult because of the changes
in volume as well as the development of spontaneous cracking during the curing period;
therefore, samples of hardened cement pastes usually have small dimensions. We pre-
pared the samples for the tensile and compressive strength tests in accordance with the
specifications of ASTM C307 [34] and ASTM C109 [35]. We prepared six dogbone and five
cubic samples for each type of cementitious material, kept a constant water-binder ratio
of 0.5, demolded after 24 h, and cured for 28 days in the water under 23 + 2 °C with an
RH higher than 50% (see Figure 2). The mix proportions of the cement-based materials are
shown in Table 5.
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Table 5. Mix proportions of cement-based materials (by % mass).

Binder (B) Water/B
Samples
OPC TEOS/PVP NFs CNTs
Plain paste 100 0 0 0.5
T28S/C28S 99.7 3.3 0 0.5
T28CS/C28CS 99.7 3.3 0.02 0.5

We utilized the broken samples gathered from the mechanical strength test for SEM
analysis to analyze the cement matrix’s microstructure. We prepared the 0.5 mm thick SEM
samples. In addition, we also prepared micro-sized samples of each cementitious material
for TGA.

et ; 2 i

(b)

Figure 2. Samples for tensile and compressive strength tests: (a) dogbone samples for tensile strength

test; (b) cubic samples for compressive strength test (T: tension; C: compression; 28: curing time
(days); PL: plain paste; S: TEOS/PVP NFs-blended cement paste; CS: CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs-blended
cement paste).
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2.5. Apparatus and Methodology

In our study, we performed the tensile strength tests according to ASTM C307 [34]
using a mortar tensile strength test machine with a capacity of 5 kN. We used the hydraulic
universal testing device with a capacity of 1000 kN for the compressive strength tests accord-
ing to ASTM C109 [35]. We analyzed the morphology of the nanofibers, the microstructure
of the cement matrix, and the local chemical components of the samples by FE-SEM and
EDS analyses using the Zeiss Merlin Compact system. We set the input parameters as:
working distance from 7.1 to 7.9 mm and accelerating voltage from 3 to 5 kV. We coated a
5A-platinum layer on the sample surface to improve the image resolution. We performed
FE-TEM using the FEI Tecnai F30 Twin system under an acceleration voltage of 300 kV.
Finally, we conducted a thermogravimetric analysis using TA instrument SDT-Q600 and
set the input parameters as: heating range: 25 °C-1000 °C, nitrogen atmosphere, heating
velocity: 10 °C/min, flow rate: 100 mL/min.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Tensile and Compressive Strength

We investigated the influence of TEOS/PVP nanofibers, including those modified
by carbon nanotubes, on the mechanical characteristics of hardened cement pastes using
28-day tensile and compressive strength tests. Figure 3 shows that the tensile strength of the
nanofibers-blended cement pastes increased slightly by around 6% and 10% compared with
that of the plain paste in comparisons between the tensile strength results of the T28S and
T28CS samples, respectively, and the T28PL sample. These unimpressive results show the
inefficiency of TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs in increasing the tensile strength
of the cement pastes. Previous studies have clarified the increase in tensile strength of
the pastes when blending nylon 66 nanofibers and their modified versions with cement
using the same method [11,12]. The comparison results are shown in Table 6. In contrast,
there was a significant increase in compressive behaviors when modifying cement with
the proposed fibers compared with those of plain paste (see Figures 4 and 5 and Table 7).
The results show an increase of 28% and 38% in compressive strength and 54% and 66% in
toughness when comparing the C28S and C28CS samples, respectively, with C28PL. These
results highlight the important role played by TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs
in improving the compressive strength and toughness of the cement pastes. Observations
in previous studies about the nylon 66 nanofibers-modified cementitious materials did
not show the efficiency of nanofibers from this perspective [11,12] (see Table 6). Above all,
our findings from the mechanical strength tests show a better performance in compressive
strength than in tensile strength when introducing TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP
NFs into cementitious materials.

Table 6. Effectiveness of TEOS/PVP NFs, CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs, N66 NFs, and CNT-N66 NFs on
mechanical properties of cement pastes (increase in % compared with parameters of control samples).

Previous Works [11,12] Present Work
N66 NFs N66 NFs SWCNT-N66 MWCNT-N66
MCP(1)  MCP () NFs MCP NFsMCp ~ 1285/C285 T28CS/C28CS
CNTs content (wt% in the 0 0 0.015 0.015 0 0.02
cement-based materials)
Tensile strength (MPa) 32 28 43 57 6 10
Compressive strength (MPa) 6 8 10 14 28 38
Toughness (J/m3) 42 49 30 12 54 66

Note: N66 NFs MCP (1): nylon 66 nanofibers-blended cement paste (formic acid-dichloromethane solvent). N66
NFs MCP (2): nylon 66 nanofibers-blended cement paste (formic acid—chloroform solvent). SWCNT-N66 NFs
MCP: hybrid nanofibers (single-walled carbon nanotube and nylon 66)-blended cement paste. MWCNT-N66 NFs
MCP: hybrid nanofibers (multi-walled carbon nanotube and nylon 66)-blended cement paste.
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Figure 5. Constitutive curves of hardened plain and modified cement pastes.

Table 7. The 28-day toughness (J/m?).

Toughness (J/m?)

Plain paste 67,398.5
T285/C28S 104,537.7
T28CS/C28CS 112,933.9

3.2. Morphological Characteristics of Nanofibers

Figure 6 depicts the morphologies of TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs in
our study. In general, the electrospun nanofibers tend to overlap each other, forming net
layers as a result. Figure 6 shows that the morphologies of both nanofibers are rough and
lumpy. This surface texture is desirable when incorporating these nanofibers into cement
paste due to the numerous connecting points between the surface of the nanofibers and
the cement hydration products. We estimated the mean diameters at 179 nm and 180 nm
for TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs, respectively. From the TEM result shown
in Figure 7, we determined that CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs and TEOS/PVP NFs are hollow
structures (see Figure 7a), which can explain the unimpressive tensile strength results
of the proposed fibers in blended cement materials. Figure 7b shows numerous CNTs
inside the nanofiber. These CNTs strengthened the nanofibers, leading to slightly better
tensile strength results for pastes blended with CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs compared with those
blended with TEOS/PVP NFs.
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Figure 6. SEM image of nanofibers: (a) TEOS/PVP NFs; (b) CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs.
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Figure 7. TEM image of CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs: (a) hollow structure of CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs and
TEOS/PVP NFs; (b) presence of CNTs inside hybrid nanofibers.
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3.3. Microstructure of Hardened Cement Pastes

Figures 8 and 9 present the microstructure of the hardened cement pastes blended
with TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs. In both cases, the fibers were interleaved
among the hydrates, showing their bridging effect inside the cement matrix. We also found
the bridging effect of nanofibers inside the cement matrix’s microstructure by using the
same method to incorporate nanofibers into cementitious materials [11,12]. Therefore, our
proposed method had previously proved its effectiveness in incorporating the electrospun
nanofibers into cementitious materials. In our work, despite the bridging effect observed
in the cement matrix, the tensile strength of these pastes increased slightly due to the low
strength of the electrospun nanofibers, as presented in the previous section. However, these
nanofibers made the cement matrix’s microstructure more compact because of cross-linking
among the cement hydrates, such as calcium silicate hydrates (CHS), calcium hydroxide
(CH), ettringite, etc. In addition, the more silicate content added through the nanofibers, the
more the CSH content increased. Furthermore, Figures 8b and 9b show that the nanofibers
grow out from the cement hydration products, demonstrating the well linking between
nanofibers and cement hydrates. As a result, we found a higher compressive strength in
the modified cement pastes compared with the plain pastes.

o~

“« JESH e
. :

Figure 8. SEM images of cement matrix containing TEOS/PVP NFs. (a) magnification of 20 k,
(b) magnification of 50 k.

J i CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs
7
/] . | Vs

he ; 4

Figure 9. SEM images of cement matrix containing CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs. (a) magnification of 20 k,
(b) magnification of 50 k.

3.4. EDS Analysis

Figures 10-14 illustrate our EDS analyses of the surface of the hardened plain cement
paste, the hardened cement pastes blended with TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP
NFs, and the local zone containing the nanofibers inside the pastes. In general, the element
components in all the pastes are consistent together. The main elements of all three samples
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are Ca, Si, Al, and O, which are the components of common hydrated products, such as CH,
CSH, calcium aluminate hydrates (CAH), etc. [36—40]. The main reactions of the hydration
process are shown in Equations (1)—(3) below:

C3A +6H — CgAH6 (1)
2C5S + 6H — C3S,H; + 3CH @)
2C,S + 4H — C35,H3 + CH 3)

However, the proportion of Si element (in SiO;) in the plain paste is less than that
in the pastes including nanofibers, around 3.57 wt% in the plain paste compared with
4.07 wt% in both pastes blended with TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs (see
Figures 10, 11 and 13, and Table 8). Especially in the local zone that contains nanofibers,
the proportions of Si element are the highest at around 5.64 wt% and 5.38 wt% in the zone
containing TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs, respectively (see Figures 12 and 14,
and Table 8). From our results, we observed that the hydration products in all samples
are consistent with each other. However, the content of the Si element changed among the
three samples. As a result, the more content of the Si element added, the more the CSH
component increases. Therefore, the structure becomes more compacted, increasing the
material’s compressive behavior. Furthermore, a comparison of the ratio between Ca and Si
(Ca/Si) can reflect the situation of CSH in cement hydration products. Table 8 shows that the
highest Ca/Si ratio belongs to the hardened plain cement paste (4.87), and it reduces in the
TEOS/PVP NFs-blended cement paste and the CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs-blended cement paste
(3.81 and 2.68, respectively). Singh et al. [41] and Da Silva Andrade et al. [42] concluded
that the reduction in the Ca/Si ratio complied with the increase in the silica reactive for the
formation of CSH. Therefore, the lowest Ca/Si ratio observed from the EDS analysis of the
paste blended with CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs is comparable to the highest previously observed
compressive behavior.

Table 8. Elemental analysis from EDS results.

Element Wt% Wt% Sigma Atomic % Standard Label
C 6.70 0.41 11.69 C Vit
O 47.48 0.33 62.21 SiO,
Mg 1.90 0.05 1.64 MgO
Al 217 0.05 1.69 Al,O3
Plain paste Si 4.78 0.07 3.57 SiO,
S 0.82 0.04 0.54 FeS,
K 1.23 0.05 0.66 KBr
Ca 33.19 0.24 17.36 Wollastonite
Fe 1.73 0.11 0.65 Fe
C 9.54 0.39 16.40 C Vit
O 45.00 0.32 58.08 SiO,
Na 0.92 0.05 0.83 Albite
Mg 0.55 0.04 0.47 MgO
Al 1.60 0.05 122 AlLO3
T285/C285 Si 5.54 0.07 4.07 Si0,
S 0.76 0.04 0.49 FeS,
K 4.46 0.07 2.36 KBr
Ca 30.14 0.22 15.53 Wollastonite

Fe 1.47 0.11 0.54 Fe
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Table 8. Cont.

Element Wt% Wt% Sigma Atomic % Standard Label
C 8.70 0.43 15.06 C Vit
o 43.63 0.33 56.67 SiO,
Na 1.10 0.05 0.99 Albite
Mg 3.09 0.06 2.64 MgO
Tr?fri{f%eii_ Al 1.44 0.05 1.11 Al,O3
spectrum Si 7.62 0.09 5.64 SiO,
S 0.92 0.05 0.60 FeS,
K 5.05 0.08 2.68 KBr
Ca 27.44 0.22 14.23 Wollastonite
Fe 1.01 0.11 0.38 Fe
C 12.78 0.42 20.49 C Vit
(@] 49.00 0.33 58.98 SiO,
Na 1.00 0.05 0.84 Albite
Mg 0.62 0.04 0.49 MgO
Al 1.64 0.04 1.17 Al,O3
T28CS/C28CS Si 5.94 0.07 4.07 SiO,
S 0.81 0.04 0.49 FeS,
K 4.34 0.07 2.14 KBr
Ca 22.75 0.18 10.93 Wollastonite
Fe 1.14 0.09 0.39 Fe
C 8.92 041 16.42 C Vit
(@] 37.01 0.34 51.15 SiO,
Na 1.19 0.05 1.14 Albite
T28CS/C28CS- Al 1.58 0.05 1.29 Al O3
nanofibers Si 6.83 0.08 5.38 SiO,
spectrum S 1.44 0.05 0.99 FeS,
K 8.22 0.11 4.65 KBr
Ca 33.30 0.25 18.37 Wollastonite
Fe 1.51 0.12 0.60 Fe

B Spectrum 2
o I

(b)

Figure 10. EDS results of plain paste: (a) SEM image; (b) EDS spectrum.
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Figure 11. EDS results of cement paste containing TEOS/PVP NFs: (a) SEM image; (b) EDS spectrum.
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Figure 12. EDS results of cement paste containing TEOS/PVP NFs: (a) SEM image; (b) EDS
spectrum—focus on nanofibers zone.
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Figure 13. EDS results of cement paste containing CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs: (a) SEM image; (b) EDS spectrum.
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Figure 14. EDS results of cement paste containing CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs: (a) SEM image; (b) EDS
spectrum—focus on nanofibers zone.

3.5. Thermal Analysis

Figures 15-18 show the results from thermogravimetric analyses of the modified
cement pastes and plain cement paste. Generally, the TGA results show the common curves
for hardened cement paste. In the TGA result of the cement pastes before 145 °C, the weight
loss belongs to the free water included in each sample [39]. Therefore, for comparing the
TGA results of three pastes, the point 100% weight should be put at 145 °C (see Figure 15).
The thermal analysis result of the hardened cement paste sample normally consists of three
processes, namely the dehydration of CSH, dehydration of CH, and decarbonation of calcite,
which are related to three temperature ranges at 145 °C-200 °C, 400 °C-500 °C, and 550 °C-
900 °C, respectively [11,12,43-45]. Figure 15 shows that the weight loss from the thermal
analysis of the hardened cement paste blended with CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs is the highest,
followed by the hardened cement paste blended with TEOS/PVP NFs, while the lowest
weight loss belonged to that of the plain paste. Figures 16-18 present the TGA /DTG results
of each sample and the detail of the %weight loss that peaked out from the curves. The
%weight loss of hydration products from the modified cement pastes is more than that of the
plain pastes. Specifically, the amount of CSH phase in the pastes containing TEOS/PVP NFs
and CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs is higher than that in the plain pastes. Our findings confirmed
that the more compacted structure that developed inside the modified pastes was a result
of the increased CSH content. Additionally, CSH is the primary component that formed the
long-term strength and durability of cement-based materials [46], explaining the increase
in compressive strength. In Figure 18, a peak around 550 °C to 650 °C is attributed to the
weight loss of CNTs, which is found in [47]. Above all, the TGA results are suitable with the
above results, namely that the higher proportion of hydrates in the cement matrix, which
were blended with TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs, explained the increase in
the compressive strength of cementitious materials.

Figures 15-18 show the results from thermogravimetric analyses of the modified
cement pastes and the plain cement paste. Generally, the TGA results show the common
curves for hardened cement paste. As the authors” knowledge, in the TGA result of cement
pastes, before 145 °C, the weight loss belongs to the free water included in each sample [39].
Therefore, for comparing the TGA results of three pastes, the point 100% weight should be
put at 145 °C (see Figure 15). As reported from the literature, the thermal analysis result of
hardened cement paste sample normally consists of three processes the dehydration of CSH,
dehydration of CH, and the decarbonation of calcite, which is related to three temperature
ranges at 145 °C-200 °C, 400 °C-500 °C, and 550 °C-900 °C, respectively [11,12,43-45].
As can be seen from Figure 15, the weight loss from the thermal analysis of the hardened
cement paste blended with CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs is the highest, followed by the observation
of the hardened cement paste blended with TEOS/PVP NFs and the lowest weight loss has
belonged to that of the plain paste. Figures 16-18 present the TGA /DTG results of each
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sample and the detail of %weight loss that peaked out from the curves. It is clear that the
%weight loss of hydration products from the modified cement pastes is more than that of
the plain pastes. Especially the amount of CSH phase in the pastes containing TEOS/PVP
NFs and CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs is higher than that in the plain pastes. These findings
confirmed the more compacted structure that developed inside the modified pastes as a
result of the increased CSH content. Additionally, CSH is the primary component that
forms the long-term strength and durability of cement-based materials [46]. Therefore, the
rise in compressive strength can be explained by these observations. In Figure 18, a peak
around 550 °C to 650 °C is attributed to the weight loss of CNTs, which is found in [47].
Above all, the TGA results are suitable with the above results. The higher proportion
of hydrates in the cement matrix, which were blended with TEOS/PVP NFs and CNT-
TEOS/PVP NFs, has been observed and explained for the increase in compressive strength

of this cementitious material.
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Figure 16. TGA /DTG observations of plain cement paste.
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Figure 17. TGA /DTG observations of TEOS/PVP NFs-blended cement paste.
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Figure 18. TGA /DTG observations of CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs-blended cement paste.

4. Conclusions

In our study, we showed that tetraethoxysilane/polyvidone nanofibers (TEOS/PVP
NFs) and their modified version with carbon nanotubes (CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs) have an
impact on the mechanical and microstructural characteristics of cementitious materials. We
make the following conclusions considering our findings:
According to results from mechanical strength testing, adding TEOS/PVP NFs and
CNT-TEOS/PVP NFs to cementitious materials results in an increase in compressive
strength of 28% and 38% and in toughness characteristics of 54% and 66%, respectively;
We observed our proposed nanofibers” morphology using SEM and TEM studies. We
discovered that TEOS/PVP NFs had a hollow structure by examining TEM images.
Additionally, the existence of CNTs was clear;
We discovered the bridging effect of fibers inside the matrix through SEM images. Ad-
ditionally, through our EDS and TGA observations, we assessed the change in cement
hydrates” proportions and the more compacted structures of the modified cement
pastes. Based on these microstructure observations, we showed that a higher percent-
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age of cement hydrates combined with the more compacted structure is commensurate
with, the higher compressive strength of our survey’s samples.

Above all, we regarded the process of adding electrospun nanofibers to the pastes as a
useful strategy for strengthening cementitious materials. Our findings can be considered
a foundation for increasing cement quality while lowering overall usage, thereby mini-
mizing its environmental impacts. However, more studies are required to optimize the
performance of the composite cement manufacturing process and determine the impact of
these nanofibers on the other qualities of cement paste and concrete to put this product to
use in practical applications.
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