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Abstract: An increasingly significant area of research with several applications in numerous disci-
plines is that of multi-neck Helmholtz resonators. This research is set to explore the accuracy and
applicability of the finite element method (FEM) for the calculation of the resonance frequency of
multi-neck Helmholtz resonators. The FEM is employed for the estimation of the resonance frequency
in various cases of multi-neck Helmholtz resonators: with cylindrical or spherical bodies, with
unflanged or flanged necks of various dimensions and with various combinations of the above. Also,
single neck resonators are examined. The FEM results are compared with the results of a recently
proposed theoretical model available in the literature and with the outcome of the lumped element
approximation (multi-neck) accounting for the added neck surface area. Comparisons revealed
little deviation between the FEM and theoretical model (less than 1.1% error of calculation for every
case). On the contrary, in comparison with the lumped element approximation (multi-neck), the
error of calculation is significant (up to 40.3% for the cases examined). The FEM will prove useful
in expanding our understanding of how multi-neck Helmholtz resonators perform under various
conditions and configurations. The present research, which highlights the applicability of the FEM for
the calculations of the resonance frequency of multi-neck Helmholtz resonators, goes a step further;
this approach can be applied in special cases where it is not trivial to apply an analytical formula.
The method can be used for applications of multi-neck Helmholtz resonators for various fields such
as acoustic metamaterials, musical acoustics and noise mitigation.

Keywords: Helmholtz resonator; multi-neck Helmholtz resonator; finite element method; leakage;
absorption; acoustic transmission

1. Introduction

Helmholtz resonance is known as the phenomenon of air resonating in a cavity, as
when one blows over the top of an empty bottle. A container with a small neck and a known
volume constitutes the basic building block of a Helmholtz resonator. The compressible
fluid in the resonator functions as a spring in the limit when the acoustic frequency is so
low that the wavelength is much bigger than any dimension of the resonator [1]. Another
parallelism that is used in the literature is that the fluid in the neck serves as an inductor
(or mass), while the liquid volume serves as a capacitor (or spring) [2].

Numerous applications of the Helmholtz resonator can be found in the literature.
Helmholtz resonators can be used to control noise in aircrafts [3], with the purpose of
reducing a duct’s transmission loss [4] and mitigating the noise of engines [5] and gas
turbines [6]. In addition, Helmholtz resonators can be used for room acoustics, with
applications as sound absorbers [7,8], changing the acoustic behavior of the space which
can be evaluated with a suitable source [9–11] and signal [12]. They have also been used
for the same purpose in churches [13] and ancient theaters [14]. Helmholtz resonators
can also be used for environmental noise control, increasing the effectiveness of noise
barriers [15–17]. It is also quite common for the Helmholtz resonance to be exploited in
the manufacture of bass reflex for speakers [18]. The Helmholtz resonator has extensive
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application in the study of musical acoustics [19]. The sound of the lowest notes, which
are frequently below the frequencies of the lowest strongly excited, acoustically effective,
structural resonances, is amplified by a Helmholtz air resonance in almost all hand-held
stringed instruments and many bigger ones, such as the concert harp [1]. More recent
uses of the Helmholtz resonator can be found in the field of acoustic metamaterials with
applications for transmission loss [20], sound absorption [21], as an acoustic superlens [22]
or as an ultrasonic metamaterial [23]. In addition, artificial neural networks have been used
for the simulation of acoustic properties of resonators [24]. Finally, it can also be used for
acoustic energy harvesting [25].

As was previously mentioned, a Helmholtz resonator typically consists of a container
with a small neck and a specified volume. However, several modifications in the Helmholtz
resonator’s design and form have been researched in the literature. For instance, consider-
ing the resonator’s neck form, variations have been examined such as with a spiral neck [26],
with a tapered neck [27], with an extended neck [28] or with an angled neck aperture [29].
Accordingly, variations have been explored regarding the shape of the container [30,31].
Finally, there are several variations regarding the connection of the parts of the resonator,
e.g., neck–cavity–neck–cavity (Dual Helmholtz resonator) [32].

An interesting variation, and also an interesting area of research, is that in which the
resonator has more than one neck (usually called multi-neck Helmholtz resonator [33]).
The same phenomena is discernible in a situation where there is a leak or a gap in the
Helmholtz resonator, which, in this case, can also be called the leakage effect in Helmholtz
resonators [34]. Selamet et al. [34] have examined the impact of leaks and gaps (i.e.,
extra necks) in Helmholtz resonators using experimental and computational methods.
They noticed that as more necks are added to a Helmholtz resonator’s internal baffle,
the resonance frequency rises. A similar result is seen when the necks are placed on
the resonator’s outside surface [35]. Since manufacturing tolerances make it impossible
to prevent leaks or gaps in Helmholtz resonators in many real-world applications [34],
or perhaps require, for example, drainage of moisture that has accumulated inside the
cavity [36], the effect of several necks on Helmholtz resonators must be understood and
taken into consideration.

A novel analytical methodology to determine the resonance frequency of a Helmholtz
resonator with numerous necks was developed in a recent work by Langfeldt et al. [33].
The resonance frequency is calculated by the model using a lumped representation of the
air volumes encircled by the necks. Impedance tube measurements and experimental data
from the literature were used to validate the results of the analytical model. Unlike the
comprehensive multi-dimensional boundary element model (BEM) of Selamet et al. [34], an
explicit formula for the resonance frequency of such resonator configurations was presented
using the proposed model. Therefore, it may be used to calculate the effects of many necks
(caused, for example, by leaks) in various Helmholtz resonator layouts.

Computational methods can be exploited for the study of multi-neck Helmholtz
resonators, as previously demonstrated by Selamet et al. [34] utilizing a BEM. Among
computational methods, the FEM is probably the most widely used in acoustic problems
and has been applied for noise control [37], in architectural and environmental acoustics [38]
and also in the frequency and time domain [39,40]. This work seeks to evaluate the efficacy
and usability of the FEM for the determination of the resonance frequency of multi-neck
Helmholtz resonators. For this purpose, results will be compared between the FEM and the
results of the Langfeldt et al. [33] analytical model for various cases of Helmholtz resonators
with multiple necks.

The structure of this paper is as follows: The methodology is described in Section 3.
The research’s results are presented in Section 4, while the Section 5 examines the data,
responds to the research question, and suggests topics for future study. A brief overview of
this research is provided in the Section 6, which also places the work in its larger perspective.
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2. Background

In this section, background information will be presented on the three different ways
the resonance frequency was calculated for the Helmholtz resonator: Langfeldt et al.’s [33]
theoretical formulation; FEM; Lumped-element approximation.

2.1. Langfeldt et al. [33] Theoretical Formulation

In their work, to provide a theoretical formula for a multi-neck Helmholtz resonator’s
resonance frequency, Langfeldt et al. [33] considered that the fluid is compressed due to
the volume change inside the cavity, creating a pressure amplitude that may differ signifi-
cantly from the pressure amplitude outside the cavity, given that the acoustic wavelength
at the resonance frequency is lower than the Helmholtz resonator cavity’s dimensions.
Consequently, p0 may be determined using the fluid’s bulk modulus under the assumption
that the pressure inside the cavity is uniform [41]. After a mathematical process, they
arrived at the following formula for the resonance frequency of a Helmholtz resonator with
multiple necks:

f0 =
c0

2π

√√√√ ρ0

V0

N

∑
i=1

Si
Mi

(1)

where c0 and ρ0 are the speed of sound and density of the fluid inside the cavity and Vo is
the cavity volume. A total of N necks attached to the cavity, each neck i, with 1 ≤ i ≤ N. Si
is the cross-sectional area of each neck. Finally, Mi can be interpreted as the inertial mass of
the neck air volume. For cylindrical necks with diameter di, the neck air volume mass Mi is
approximately: Mi = ρ0(li + aidi). Taking into consideration the inertia of a certain fluid
volume surrounding the neck, ai is the so-called end correction coefficient and li is the neck
length [34]. The end correction coefficient accounts for the ‘induced mass’ in the oscillatory
flow in the vicinity of the two ends of the neck [42]. Values for the end correction coefficient
can be found in various manuscripts. For a circular aperture, the end correction is ai = π/4
(≈0.785) [43] or 0.75 for an unflanged pipe [44] and 0.85 for a flanged pipe [44].

Adding the resonance frequencies that correspond to the Helmholtz resonance fre-
quencies allows Equation (1) to be written in a more condensed form, with all, except the
i-th, openings closed. Therefore, Equation (1) becomes:

fi =
c0

2π

√
ρ0

V0

Si
Mi

(2)

fleaks =
c0

2π

√√√√ ρ0

V0

N

∑
i=2

Si
Mi

(3)

f0 =

√√√√ N

∑
i=1

f 2
i =

√
f 2
1 + f 2

leaks (4)

According to Equation (4), the resonance frequency of a Helmholtz resonator with
multiple necks is given by the square root of the sum of the squared resonance frequency
without leaks f 2

1 and the squared resonance frequency with leaks only ( f 2
leaks).

2.2. FEM Formulation and Setup

In the Helmholtz equation, p stands for the acoustic pressure, ∆ for the Laplacian
operator and k for the wave number.

∆p(x) + k2 p(x) = 0 (5)

According to the following equation, the normal derivative of the acoustic pressure p
is associated with the normal fluid particle velocity u f :
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u f (x) =
1

iωρ f

∂p(x)
∂n(x)

(6)

In this equation, n(x) is the outward normal vector at a field point x and ρ f is the
average density of the fluid.

As a next step, a weak formulation with weighting function χ(x) was used, and the
equation is formed as follows [45]:∫

Ω
χ(x)

(
∆p(x) + k2 p(x)

)
dΩ(x)

=
∫
Γ

χ(x)iωρ f u f (x)dΓ(x) +
∫
Ω

(
∇χ(x)∇p(x)− k2χ(x)p(x)

)
dΩ(x) = 0

(7)

In this notation , Ω and Γ are the domain and boundary, respectively. Therefore, the
acoustic pressure and particle velocity are shown as follows [45]:

p(x) =
N
∑

n=1
Φn(x)pn

u f (x) =
N
∑

n=1
Φn(x)un

(8)

Finally,Φn(x) is a basis function and pn and un are the discrete acoustic pressure and
fluid particle velocity at point x. Adding Equation (9) to Equation (8) [45]:(

K− ikC− k2M
)

p = f (9)

K, C and M are the stiffness, damping and mass matrices. Vector f accounts for the
source and vector and p accounts for the sound pressure values at the nodal locations.

2.3. Lumped-Element Approximation (Single Neck, Multi-Neck)

For a single neck Helmholtz resonator, according to the lumped element approxima-
tion [46], the resonance frequency can be estimated as (using nomenclature from Langfeldt
et al. [33]):

f0 =
c0

2π

√
ρ0S1

V0M1
(10)

where c0 and ρ0 are the speed of sound and density of the fluid inside the cavity and Vo
is the cavity volume. S1 is the cross-sectional area of each neck. Finally, M1 (as presented
in Section 2.1) can be seen as the inertial mass of the neck air volume. In the case of a
cylindrical neck with diameter d1 and length l1, the neck air volume mass M1 can be
approximated as: M1 = ρ0(l1 + a1d1).

For multi-neck Helmholtz resonators, both in the studies by Langfeldt et al. [33] and
Selamet et al. [34], calculations were performed to account for the additional necks by
simply combining the surface areas of the extra necks ( S2) to that of the primary neck. For
these calculations, the common lumped element approximation formula was expanded
to accommodate for these changes. According to this approach, the fundamental acoustic
resonant frequency can be calculated as (using nomenclature found in Langfeldt et al. [33]):

f0 =
c0

2π

√
ρ0

S1 + NleaksS2

V0M1
(11)

3. Methodology

In order to investigate the effectiveness of the FEM for the calculation of the resonance
frequency of a Helmholtz resonator, different cases were considered in the methodology.
Initially, single-necked Helmholtz resonators were modeled (spherical body, cylindrical
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body) and compared with the results of the lumped element approximation formula (single-
neck) and with the Langfeldt et al. [33] theoretical formulation. The reason for this approach
is to confirm that our FEM modeling results are in line with the literature determining a
(single-neck) Helmholtz resonator’s resonance frequency (e.g., [47]). The above would be
an indication that our single-neck models are structured correctly, behave as expected and
are a good starting base for modeling of the multi-neck Helmholtz resonators, as in this case
the literature is not as extensive. Next, various models of multi-neck Helmholtz resonators
were tested to access the effectiveness and applicability of the FEM for calculating the
resonance frequency. The cases that were tested were a resonator with a spherical body
with identical necks, a resonator with a cylindrical body with identical necks, a resonator
with a spherical body with different necks, a resonator with a cylindrical body with different
necks and finally a resonator with a cylindrical body with different necks and one flanged
neck. Again, results were compared with the Langfeldt et al. [33] and the lumped element
approximation formula.

For the estimation of the resonance frequencies in the case of Langfeldt et al.’s [33]
theoretical formulation, Equation (4) was utilized. Accordingly, for the lumped-element
approximation approach (single neck, multi-neck), Equations (10) and (11) were used,
respectively. For all formulae, the speed of sound was set to 343 m/s and the density of
air to ρ = 1.2 kg/m3. For all calculations, the end correction coefficient was set to 0.75 [44]
(unflanged neck) and 0.85 [44] (flanged neck). For the calculations, the software Matlab
R2021a (Mathworks, MA, USA) was used.

For the implementation of the FEM formulation as presented in Section 2.2., the
commercial Comsol Multiphysics v.6.0 software (Comsol inc., Burlington, NJ, USA) was
used. For the creation of the 3D models of the multi-neck Helmholtz resonators, the
software Inventor v.2024 (Autodesk, San Francisco, CA, USA) was utilized. The general
rule of thumb λ/h = 5 was used to create the mesh, where λ and h, respectively, stand for
the wavelength of the upper limit frequency and the maximum nodal distance. For acoustic
modeling, five elements per wavelength were utilized, as is customary in the frequency
domain [48]. A quadratic Lagrange triangular unstructured mesh was used to discretize
the domain. For all FEM models, the speed of sound was set to 343 m/s and the density of
air to ρ = 1.2 kg/m3.

4. Results

The results are presented in two categories below: single-neck models and multi-neck
models.

4.1. Single-Neck Models
4.1.1. Spherical Body

Initially, a single-neck Helmholtz resonator with a spherical body and cylindrical neck
was considered (Figure 1). The tube radius of the neck of the resonator was a = 0.01 m, the
tube length was L = 0.06 m and the volume radius of the resonators body was Rv = 0.06 m.
The acoustic pressure in the volume of the Helmholtz resonator was calculated with the
FEM. Additionally, the resonance frequency according to the lumped-element approxima-
tion (single-neck) was calculated. The resonance frequency calculated with the FEM was
123.7 Hz and with the lumped-element approximations was 123.8 Hz (Figure 2). Figure 1
presents the acoustic pressure and the sound pressure level in the volume of the resonator
for the resonance frequency.

4.1.2. Cylindrical Body

For the second case, a single-neck Helmholtz resonator with a cylindrical body and
a cylindrical neck was considered (Figure 3). The tube radius of the neck was a = 0.01 m
and the tube length was L = 0.05. Regarding the body of the resonator, the cylinder
radius was 0.05 m and the cylinder height was 0.1 m. The acoustic pressure in the volume
of the Helmholtz resonator was calculated with the FEM. Additionally, the resonance
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frequency according to the lumped-element approximation (single-neck) was calculated.
The resonance frequency calculated with the FEM was 144.0 Hz and with the lumped-
element approximations was 144.0 Hz (Figure 4). Figure 3 presents the acoustic pressure
and the sound pressure level in the volume of the resonator for the resonance frequency.
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4.2. Multi-Neck Models
4.2.1. Spherical Body #1 (Identical Necks)

For multi-necked Helmholtz resonators, several cases were considered. Initially, a
multi-neck Helmholtz resonator with a spherical body and two identical cylindrical necks
was considered (Figure 5). The tube radius of the necks was a = 0.01 m, the tube length
was L = 0.05 m and the volume radius of the resonators body was Rv = 0.05 m. The
FEM was used to compute the acoustic pressure within the Helmholtz resonator’s volume.
Additionally, the resonance frequency was calculated according to the lumped-element
approximation (multi-neck) and according to Langfeldt et al.’s [33] theoretical formulation.
The resonance frequency calculated with the FEM was 249.7 Hz, with the lumped-element
approximations was 249.4 Hz and with the Langfeldt et al. [33] theoretical formulation
was 249.4 (Figure 6). Additionally, shown in Figure 5 are the acoustic pressure and sound
pressure levels for the resonance frequency in the resonator’s volume.
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ti-neck). Dashed line: resonance frequency calculated with Langfeldt et al.’s [33] formula. 
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compute the acoustic pressure within the Helmholtz resonator’s volume. Additionally, 
the resonance frequency was calculated according to the lumped-element approximation 
(multi-neck) and according to Langfeldt et al.’s [33] theoretical formulation. The reso-
nance frequency calculated with the FEM was 204.3 Hz, with the lumped-element ap-
proximations (multi-neck) was 203.6 Hz and with the Langfeldt et al. [33] theoretical 
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Figure 6. Solid line: sound pressure level in the body of the Helmholtz resonator calculated with
FEM. Dotted line: resonance frequency calculated with lumped element approximation (multi-neck).
Dashed line: resonance frequency calculated with Langfeldt et al.’s [33] formula.

4.2.2. Cylindrical Body #1 (Identical Necks)

For the second case, a multi-neck Helmholtz resonator with a spherical body and
two identical cylindrical necks was considered (Figure 7). The tube radius of the neck
was a = 0.01 m and the tube length was L = 0.05. Regarding the body of the resonator,
the cylinder radius was 0.05 m and the cylinder height was 0.1 m. The FEM was used to
compute the acoustic pressure within the Helmholtz resonator’s volume. Additionally,
the resonance frequency was calculated according to the lumped-element approximation
(multi-neck) and according to Langfeldt et al.’s [33] theoretical formulation. The resonance
frequency calculated with the FEM was 204.3 Hz, with the lumped-element approximations
(multi-neck) was 203.6 Hz and with the Langfeldt et al. [33] theoretical formulation was
203.6 (Figure 8). Additionally, shown in Figure 7 are the acoustic pressure and sound
pressure levels for the resonance frequency in the resonator’s volume.
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Figure 8. Solid line: sound pressure level in the body of the Helmholtz resonator calculated with 
FEM. Dotted line: resonance frequency calculated with lumped element approximation (mul-
ti-neck). Dashed line: resonance frequency calculated with Langfeldt et al.’s [33] formula. 
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4.2.3. Spherical Body #2 (Different Necks)

In this case, a multi-neck Helmholtz resonator with a spherical body and two cylin-
drical necks with different dimensions was considered (Figure 9). The tube radius of
the first neck was a = 0.01 m and the tube length was L = 0.05 m. The tube radius of
the second neck was a/4 and the tube length was L/4. The volume radius of the res-
onators body was Rv = 0.05 m. The acoustic pressure in the volume of the Helmholtz
resonator was calculated with the FEM. In addition, the lumped-element approximation
was used to obtain the resonance frequency (multi-neck) and also according to Langfeldt
et al.’s [33] theoretical formulation. The resonance frequency calculated with the FEM was
199.3 Hz, with the lumped-element approximations (multi-neck) was 181.8 Hz and with the
Langfeldt et al. [33] theoretical formulation was 197.1 Hz (Figure 10). The sound pressure
level and acoustic pressure for the resonance frequency are also shown in Figure 9 for the
resonator’s volume.
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Figure 10. Solid line: sound pressure level in the body of the Helmholtz resonator calculated with 
FEM. Dotted line: resonance frequency calculated with lumped element approximation (mul-
ti-neck). Dashed line: resonance frequency calculated with Langfeldt et al.’s [33] formula. 
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resonance frequency was calculated according to the lumped-element approximation 
(multi-neck) and according to Langfeldt et al.’s [33] theoretical formulation. The reso-
nance frequency calculated with the FEM was 161.3 Hz, with the lumped-element ap-
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formulation was 161.0 Hz (Figure 12). Additionally, shown in Figure 11 are the acoustic 
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Figure 9. Acoustic pressure (left) (Pa) and sound pressure level (right) (dB) for the resonance
frequency calculated with FEM (199.3 Hz).
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Figure 10. Solid line: sound pressure level in the body of the Helmholtz resonator calculated with 
FEM. Dotted line: resonance frequency calculated with lumped element approximation (mul-
ti-neck). Dashed line: resonance frequency calculated with Langfeldt et al.’s [33] formula. 
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Figure 10. Solid line: sound pressure level in the body of the Helmholtz resonator calculated with
FEM. Dotted line: resonance frequency calculated with lumped element approximation (multi-neck).
Dashed line: resonance frequency calculated with Langfeldt et al.’s [33] formula.

4.2.4. Cylindrical Body #2 (Different Necks)

In this case, a multi-neck Helmholtz resonator with a cylindrical body and two cylin-
drical necks with different dimensions was considered (Figure 11). The tube radius of
the first neck was a = 0.01 m and the tube length was L = 0.05 m. The tube radius of the
second neck was a/4 and the tube length was L/4. Regarding the body of the resonator,
the cylinder radius was 0.05 m and the cylinder height was 0.1 m. Using the FEM, the
acoustic pressure in the Helmholtz resonator’s volume was determined. Additionally,
the resonance frequency was calculated according to the lumped-element approximation
(multi-neck) and according to Langfeldt et al.’s [33] theoretical formulation. The resonance
frequency calculated with the FEM was 161.3 Hz, with the lumped-element approximations
(multi-neck) was 148.4 Hz and with the Langfeldt et al. [33] theoretical formulation was
161.0 Hz (Figure 12). Additionally, shown in Figure 11 are the acoustic pressure and sound
pressure levels for the resonance frequency in the resonator’s volume.
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Figure 12. Solid line: sound pressure level in the body of the Helmholtz resonator calculated with 
FEM. Dotted line: resonance frequency calculated with lumped element approximation (mul-
ti-neck). Dashed line: resonance frequency calculated with Langfeldt et al.’s [33] formula. 
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Figure 11. Acoustic pressure (left) (Pa) and sound pressure level (right) (dB) for the resonance
frequency calculated with FEM (161.3 Hz).
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Figure 12. Solid line: sound pressure level in the body of the Helmholtz resonator calculated with 
FEM. Dotted line: resonance frequency calculated with lumped element approximation (mul-
ti-neck). Dashed line: resonance frequency calculated with Langfeldt et al.’s [33] formula. 
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4.2.5. Cylindrical Body #3 (Different Necks, One Flanged Neck)

For this final case, a multi-neck Helmholtz resonator with a cylindrical body and two
cylindrical necks with different dimensions was considered (Figure 13). The tube radius
of the first neck was a = 0.01 m and the tube length was L = 0.05 m. The tube radius
of the second neck was a/4 and the tube length was L/100. The second neck is flanged
for the resonator. Regarding the body of the resonator, the cylinder radius was 0.05 m
and the cylinder height was 0.1 m. The acoustic pressure in the volume of the Helmholtz
resonator was calculated with the FEM. In addition, the lumped-element approximation
was used to obtain the resonance frequency (multi-neck) and also according to Langfeldt
et al.’s [33] theoretical formulation. The resonance frequency calculated with the FEM was
248.5 Hz, with the lumped-element approximations (multi-neck) was 148.4 Hz and with
the Langfeldt et al. [33] theoretical formulation was 245.7 Hz (Figure 14). Additionally,
shown in Figure 13 are the acoustic pressure and sound pressure levels for the resonance
frequency in the resonator’s volume.
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Figure 14. Solid line: sound pressure level in the body of the Helmholtz resonator calculated with 
FEM. Dotted line: resonance frequency calculated with lumped element approximation (mul-
ti-neck). Dashed line: resonance frequency calculated with Langfeldt et al.’s [33] formula. 
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Figure 13. Acoustic pressure (left) (Pa) and sound pressure level (right) (dB) for the resonance
frequency calculated with FEM (248.5 Hz).
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Figure 14. Solid line: sound pressure level in the body of the Helmholtz resonator calculated with 
FEM. Dotted line: resonance frequency calculated with lumped element approximation (mul-
ti-neck). Dashed line: resonance frequency calculated with Langfeldt et al.’s [33] formula. 
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5. Discussion

In the results section, the FEM results were compared with the results of Langfeldt
et al.’s [33] theoretical formulation and with the outcome of the lumped element approx-
imation in cases of single-neck and multi-neck Helmholtz resonators. Various cases of
Helmholtz resonators were examined: with cylindrical or spherical bodies, with unflanged
or flanged necks of various dimensions and with various combinations of the above.

A comparison of the results for the single-neck Helmholtz resonators between the
FEM model and lumped-element approximation show very little deviation with an error
of calculation less than 0.1% (Table 1). These findings are in line with research in the
literature that demonstrate the effectiveness of the FEM in determining a (single-neck)
Helmholtz resonator’s resonance frequency (e.g., [47]). The above is an indication that our
single-neck models are structured correctly, behave as expected and are a good starting
base for modeling the multi-neck Helmholtz resonators.

Table 1. Comparison of the results of the resonant frequency calculated with the lumped element
approximation, with the Langfeldt formula and with FEM. Error of calculation is also presented.

Resonant
Frequency
LEA (Hz)

Resonant
Frequency

Langfeldt (Hz)

Resonant
Frequency
FEM (Hz)

Error of
Calculation (%)
FEM-Langfeldt

Error of
Calculation (%)

FEM-LEA

Single-neck models

Spherical 123.8 - 123.7 - 0.1
Cylindrical 144.0 - 144.0 - 0.0

Multi-neck models

Spherical #1 249.4 249.4 249.7 0.1 0.1
Cylindrical #1 203.6 203.6 204.3 0.3 0.3
Spherical #2 181.8 197.1 199.3 1.1 8.8

Cylindrical #2 148.4 161.0 161.3 0.2 8.0
Cylindrical #3 148.4 245.7 248.5 1.1 40.3

For the multi-neck Helmholtz resonators, the overall results of the resonance frequency
calculated with the FEM, the Langfeldt et al. [33] formula and lumped element approxi-
mation (multi-neck) are presented in Table 1. The error of calculation between the results
of the FEM and Langfeldt et al.’s [33] formula, as well as the FEM and lumped element
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approximation (multi-neck) is also presented. It is obvious that the addition of an extra
neck causes the resonance frequency to increase, something that has also been observed in
related studies [33,34].

A comparison of the results between the FEM and Langfeldt et al.’s [33] formula
shows very small differences, which, in each case, has an error of calculation less than
1.1%. In contrast, a comparison of the results between the FEM and the lumped element
approximation (multi-neck) shows significant differences which can reach up to a 40.3%
error of calculation. This demonstrates that the lumped element approximation for multi-
neck Helmholtz resonators is not suitable for the estimation of the resonance frequencies.
The same was also pointed out by Selamet et al. [34] and Langfeldt et al. [33] that accounting
for the other necks in the Helmholtz resonator by merely adding the aggregate surface area
of the additional necks to that of the principal neck could not provide accurate results.

Therefore, the contribution of this research can be focused on two important areas.
First, that the lumped element approximation for multi-neck Helmholtz resonators is not
suitable for the estimation of the resonance frequencies in cases of multi-neck Helmholtz
resonators as, in some cases, it can have a very large deviation. Secondly, the results of
the FEM for the calculation of resonance frequency for multi-neck Helmholtz resonators
have very small deviations from the results of the analytical method. This outcome is
significant as the Langfeldt et al. [24] formula has been verified using experimental data.
This, in turn, shows that the result of the FEM modeling is most likely to correspond to
experimental results.

The ability of the FEM to estimate the resonance frequency of multi-neck Helmholtz
resonators can be useful in many practical cases. An advantage of the FEM approach,
similar to the analytical approach, is that it will be able to rapidly estimate the resonance
frequency of the multi-neck Helmholtz resonators in contrast to the method by Selamet
et al. [34]. The method is easily applicable and accessible using commercial software, in
contrast to Selamet et al.’s [34] elaborate multi-dimensional boundary element model.

Another area of many practical applications depends on the ability of the FEM to
be applied in cases with many different geometries, of which it is not trivial to apply the
analytical formula of Langfeldt et al. [33]. As presented in the introduction, there are many
different variations of the resonator’s neck form (e.g., spiral neck [26], tapered neck [27],
extended neck [28], angled neck aperture [29]) or possibly a combination of those. Applying
the FEM in these cases can provide results that are difficult to achieve in other ways. The
same applies in cases where there may be various combinations between the neck and the
body of the resonator (e.g., neck–cavity–neck–cavity [32]). In such cases, due to the complex
geometry, the FEM is a realistic approach for the estimation of the resonance frequency. In
addition, the same applies in cases where manufacturing tolerances makes it impossible to
prevent leaks or gaps in Helmholtz resonators in many real-world applications [34], which
are sometimes even necessary, e.g., to allow drainage of moisture accumulating inside the
cavity [36].

To establish the method’s efficiency over a wide range of cases, more research must be
conducted. The present study has only investigated a limited number of cases of multi-neck
Helmholtz resonators. However, this study has gone some way towards enhancing our
understanding of the applicability of the FEM for the estimation of the resonance frequency
of multi-neck Helmholtz resonators. Future work is already underway for the application
of the FEM to a broader range of cases.

6. Conclusions

For this study, the FEM was employed for the estimation of the resonance frequency
of a Helmholtz resonator with multiple necks. Various cases of multi-neck Helmholtz
resonators were examined: with cylindrical or spherical bodies, with unflanged or flanged
necks of various dimensions and with various combinations of the above, as well as single
neck resonators. The FEM results were compared with the results of Langfeldt et al.’s [33]
theoretical formulation and with the outcome of the lumped element approximation (multi-
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neck), accounting for the added neck surface area. Comparisons revealed little deviation
between the FEM and theoretical model (less than 1.1% error of calculation for every case).
On the contrary, in comparison with the lumped element approximation (multi-neck),
the error of calculation was significant (up to 40.3% for the cases examined). The results
from this study point towards the idea that the FEM is effective for the calculation of the
resonance frequency in the case of multi-neck Helmholtz resonators. We have obtained
satisfactory results demonstrating that an application of the FEM can be effective in a
variety of cases.

The present study has only investigated a limited number of multi-neck Helmholtz
resonator cases. Further work needs to be carried out to establish the generalizability of the
effectiveness of the FEM for modeling the resonances of multi-neck Helmholtz resonators.
However, our results are encouraging and should be validated by a larger sample size. This
approach will prove useful in expanding our understanding of how multi-neck Helmholtz
resonators operate. Future studies should concentrate on the performance of multi-neck
Helmholtz resonators under various conditions and configurations where analytical solu-
tions are difficult to implement (e.g., different neck configurations). This approach could
be applied in various fields such as acoustic metamaterials, musical acoustics and noise
mitigation. We hope that our research will serve as a base for future studies on this issue.
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