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Abstract: The microstructure and mechanical properties of a low-alloy medium carbon steel (Fe-0.5C-
0.9Mn-1Cr-0.16V, in wt.%) were investigated after rapid tempering and compared with a conven-
tionally tempered counterpart. The conventional thermal cycle was performed in a laboratory-scale
box furnace while rapid heat treatments were carried out using the Gleeble 3800 thermomechanical
simulator machine. In the rapid heat treatments, the heating rate was 50 °C/s for austenitizing and
60 °C/s for the tempering process, with a cooling rate of 60 °C/s for both treatments. Austenitization
was performed at 900 °C for 3 s and tempering was conducted at 300 °C and 500 °C for 2 s. For
conventional routes, the heating rate for both austenitization and tempering was 5 °C/s. Likewise,
the austenitization was carried out at 900 °C for 45 min and tempering was carried out at 300 °C and
500 °C for 30 min. The results revealed that rapid tempering resulted in a significantly increased
impact toughness compared to conventional tempering, while maintaining a consistent high strength
level. The quenched samples showed the highest hardness and tensile strength but obtained the
lowest toughness values. The optimum combination of strength and toughness was achieved with
the sample rapidly tempered at 300 °C, resulting in a tensile strength of 2050 MPa and impact energy
of 14 J for sub-sized CVN samples. These desirable mechanical properties were achieved throughout
the tempered martensitic microstructure with a minor fraction of pearlitic strings.

Keywords: fast tempering; martensite; mechanical properties; ultrahigh strength steel

1. Introduction

The green transition is currently taking place in the steel industry as many steel
producers are adopting more environmentally friendly alternatives to replace traditional
blast furnace iron production and steelmaking. Direct reduced iron and electric arc furnaces
are becoming more common solutions for fossil-free or reduced CO; steel production;
however, efforts need to be made to reduce carbon emissions in heat treatment and hot-
rolling stages. The possibility of using green heating procedures, such as induction and
laser heating, with relatively fast heating rates was recently discussed and suggested [1,2].

The microstructure and mechanical properties of the steel can be modified by dif-
ferent heat treatments to meet the requirements for a given application, and the highest
strength and hardness is generally achieved with a martensitic structure [3]. Quenching
and tempering are both essential in the processing of ultra-high strength steels in order to
achieve the desired structure and subsequent required mechanical properties [4,5]. Hence,
the rapid tempering of martensitic steels could be an initial step towards a transition to
green steel processing.

The conventional tempering of large steel sheets or plates often involves massive
furnaces, which are heated, for example, with gas or oil. Tempering times and temperatures
vary from 200 to 700 °C, and from minutes to hours, depending on the required final
properties. However, rapid induction heating can be utilized for much faster austenitization
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and tempering processes. Energy and time savings are essential in terms of future heat
treatments; however it is important that the properties of the rapidly tempered steels match
those of conventionally tempered steels. Rapid tempering might provide some benefits in
terms of fracture and impact toughness [6,7] improvement, which may be attributed to the
different carbide formation kinetics favoring the formation of finer particles with higher
heating rates [6]. The smaller precipitate size could be an explanation for the improved
elongation of the rapidly tempered samples. It has been suggested that the annihilation of
dislocations by recovery does not have time to occur when using rapid heating rates and fast
tempering times [6]. Consequently, the rapid tempering leads to a finer particle distribution
inside the martensite substructure due to the higher dislocation density, which then results
in improved toughness and ductility. In addition, the carbides precipitated at the grain
boundaries might become coarser, with slower heating rates degrading the fracture and
impact toughness properties [7]. Additionally, it has been suggested that the preservation
of retained austenite in rapidly tempered steels improves the toughness properties [8].
Retained austenite might be preserved in medium carbon steels during rapid tempering,
while longer tempering times result in the decomposition of any austenite, especially in the
tempered martensite embrittlement temperature range (200-400 °C). Therefore, there is
great potential for the use of rapid induction heating in the tempering of steels. However,
many scientific studies rely on physical simulations.

It is well known that grain refinement is an efficient way to increase the mechanical
properties of steels [9,10], especially the toughness properties. For bainitic and martensitic
steels, the prior austenite grain (PAG) size [11,12], packet size [11,13] and block size [14]
have been claimed to be important in terms of mechanical properties. Furthermore, the
effective grain size (deg), i.e., the size of grains bound by high-angle grain boundaries, has
been shown to be an essential factor [15-19]. Austenitization temperature and duration, as
well as heating and cooling rates, affect the PAG size. Rapid heating has recently become an
interesting possibility to achieve a small grain size during both austenitization [20] and tem-
pering [21,22]. Notably, induction tempering can be seen as an option for the tempering of
thin sheets. Faster and more energy-efficient processing routes are becoming more feasible
due to the increasing demand for more environmentally friendly steelmaking processes.

The aim of this study was to understand and compare the microstructure and mechan-
ical properties of 51CrV4 steel processed via two different routes. 51CrV4 is an advanced
high strength martensitic steel grade widely used as a heat-treatable steel in various appli-
cations, such as springs, shafts, and agricultural wear parts, where high strength, hardness,
and toughness are needed [23]. For this purpose, two different heating routes were utilized:
conventional and rapid heating cycles. This article focuses mainly on the feasibility of
employing green heating processes and the potential benefits of rapid tempering instead of
conventional heat treatments.

2. Materials and Methods

The microstructure and mechanical properties of a low-alloy medium carbon steel
(Fe-0.5C-0.9Mn-1Cr-0.16V, in mass contents in %) were investigated in both conventional
and rapid austenitization, quenching and tempering routes. The impurity levels of P and S
were 0.006 and 0.001%, respectively, provided by the steel producer. The 51CrV4 standard
commercial steel grade was received in as-rolled condition as heavy plates (8 mm thickness)
containing a pearlitic microstructure and having a hardness of approximately 200 Vickers.
For the conventional route, 8 x 300 x 100 mm?3 plates were heat-treated in the laboratory-
scale furnace (austenitizing at 900 °C for 45 min, water quenching to room temperature and
then tempering at 300 °C and 500 °C for 30 min, Figure 1a). The rapid routes (austenitizing
at 900 °C for 3 s and tempering at 300 °C and 500 °C for 2 s, Figure 1b), were realized with a
Gleeble 3800 thermomechanical simulator machine (Dynamic Systems Inc., Poestenkill, NY,
USA). The sample sizes varied in the Gleeble trials. The sample sizes for the microstructure
investigation, tensile testing, and Charpy-V (CV) tests were 9 mm in length and 6 mm
in diameter, 120 mm in length and 6 mm in diameter and 5 x 10 x 55 mm?, respectively.



Metals 2024, 14, 60

30f12

900°C

Conventional heat treatments were performed for the plate, which was later machined to
tensile and CV sample dimensions. The major difference between the conventional and
fast treatments was the heating and cooling rates. In the rapid trials, the heating rate was
50 °C/s for austenitizing and 60 °C/s for tempering, while for the conventional route
the rates were approximately 5 °C/s. The conventional water quenching treatment (WQ)
had a faster cooling rate (~100 °C/s) to room temperature and the plates were allowed to
cool in still air after tempering (~0.5 °C/s), while in the Gleeble, the mean cooling rate at
quenching and tempering was ~60 °C/s.

900°C

45min hHWQ 35 hQ
s 2)WQ+300°C | & 2) Q +300°C
2 3) WQ +500°C -3 3) Q +500°C
= E
] 3
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(a) Conventional treatment time (b) Rapid treatment time

Figure 1. Temperature-time diagrams showing differences between: (a) conventional; and (b) rapid
heating, quenching, and tempering.

Additionally, JMatPro software version 14.0 (Sente Software Ltd., Guildford, UK) with
a General Steel database was used to simulate the continuous cooling transformation (CCT)
diagrams and determine the lower (A1) and upper critical (A3) temperatures of different
prior austenite grain sizes with a 900 °C austenitization temperature. Dilation data for the
construction of CCT diagrams were generated with a Linseis DIL L78 dilatometer (Selb,
Germany) using cylindrical samples with a diameter of 6 mm and a length of 9 mm. Linear
cooling rates in the range of 0.5-96 °C/s were applied. The heating rate was 10 °C/s
up to the holding temperature of 900 °C with a soaking time of 10 min. Different phase
transformation temperatures were identified from the temperature dilation data based on
the deviation from the linear thermal contraction. Furthermore, the effect of the heating
rate on the phase transformation temperature was determined with 10, 50 and 100 °C/s
heating rates utilizing the dilatometer.

2.1. Microstructural Characterization

A general characterization of the microstructures was performed with a laser scanning
confocal microscope (LSCM, Keyence VK-X200, Osaka, Japan) and a field emission scanning
electron microscope (FESEM, Zeiss Ultra Plus, Jena, Germany) on specimens etched with
2% Nital. The prior austenite grain structure was studied using LSCM after approximately
5 min of etching in picric acid (1.5 g of picric acid + 100 mL of ethyl alcohol + 1 mL sodium
alkylsulfonate (“Agepol”) + 4 — 6 drops of HCI) at room temperature [24]. The typical prior
austenite grain size was quantified by measuring the mean linear intercept (MLI) method
from five images per sample (~200 intercepts in both vertical and horizontal directions).

For electron backscatter diffraction (EBSD) imaging, an Oxford AZTEC (Oxford In-
struments, Abingdon, UK) was utilized on the JEOL JSM-7900F FESEM (Japan Electron
Optics Laboratory Co., Ltd., Tokyo, Japan) with an acceleration voltage of 20 kV and a
working distance of 18 mm. The area of examination was 48 x 33 um with a step size of
50 nm or 20 x 14 um with a step size of 20 nm to obtain the most reasonable measurements.
Grain boundaries with misorientations greater than 15° were considered as effective grain
boundaries (des), and the size of the coarsest grains, dgge,, corresponded, respectively, to



Metals 2024, 14, 60

40f12

the effective grain size at 90% in the cumulative size distribution. The equivalent circu-
lar diameter (ECD) was used to define the effective grain size and ten pixels (less than
0.18 um) were filtered from the original acquisitions in order to mitigate the frequency of
the minuscule grains typically encountered with EBSD.

2.2. Mechanical Testing

Hardness was measured using a Wolpert DiaTestor R2 hardness tester (Amsler, KARL-
KOLB, Dreieich, Germany) in Vickers method of HV30 force. For the tensile testing, the
conventionally heat-treated samples were machined from 6 mm diameter samples to 3 mm
to avoid fractures outside of the extensometer. Therefore, the Zwick Z100 kN tensile tests
were conducted using round samples with a gauge length of 24 mm (Figure 2). During the
tensile test, the strain rate was 0.0025 s~ to the yield point and was 0.008 s~! after the yield
point was reached, according to the EN ISO 6892-1 standard [25]. Charpy-V notch impact
testing was performed according to the standard EN ISO 148-1 [26] at room temperature
(RT) using sub-size specimens with dimensions of 5 x 10 x 55 mm?. For the tensile and
Charpy-V tests, three samples per material variant were tested.

24 mm

|
- [ e
_

threads '
N\

28 mm

80 mm

Figure 2. Schematic illustration of the tensile test sample.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. JMatPro Simulation and CCT Diagrams

Figure 3a—c illustrates the JMatPro CCT calculations with three prior austenite grain
sizes with austenitization at 900 °C. The simulations showed that, with the investigated
steel composition, A; and A3 temperatures were quite close, at 750.9 °C (pearlite) and
756.1 °C, respectively. The calculated martensite start temperature was approximately
290 °C. The increase in the prior austenite grain size from 5 um to 15 um shifted the bainite
(blue) and pearlite (bright green) curves on the right, which indicated that the bainite
phase transformation was only possible with a very slow cooling rate (Figure 3a—c). The
experimental CCT based on the dilatometer simulated CCT diagram (Figure 3d) confirmed
the JMatPro calculations, as the Mg temperature was ~280 °C and the phase transformation
curve was quite close to the calculated value. However, the prior austenite grain size could
not be determined from the CCT diagram alone (Figure 3d).

Figure 4 shows the effect of the heating rate on phase transformation. From the plotted
dilation curves (Figure 4b) it can be seen that, with the slowest heating rate (10 °C/s)
the austenite phase transformation starts at ~745 °C, while at the rate of 50 °C/s and
100 °C/s phase transformations started at ~750 °C and ~755 °C, respectively. Therefore,
it can be stated that the higher heating rate increases the austenite phase transformation
start temperature, which is consistent with the literature [28]. As only one cooling rate
(30 °C/s) was used, no difference in the martensite phase start temperatures could be
detected, and temperatures were close to 280 °C. as is indicated in the dilatometer CCT
diagram dilations.
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Figure 3. JMatPro CCT diagram simulations with 900 °C austenitization temperature and (a) 5 um;
(b) 10 um; and (c) 15 um austenite grain sizes. (d) Dilatometer CCT diagram of investigated material
with austenitization temperature of 900 °C. Mg temperature computed using equation given in
ref. [27] (Abbreviations: Bg = Bainite start, B = Bainite finish, Mg = Martensite start, and My = Marten-
site finish temperature).
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Figure 4. (a) Dilatometer dilatation curves with 10, 50 and 100 °C/s heating rate and 30 °C/s cooling
rate; and (b) plot of heating cycle during phase transformation of ferrite to austenite without the
cooling stage.
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3.2. Microstructural Characterization

The typical prior austenite grain (PAG) structure of the quenched samples is shown
in Figure 5, where a major difference between the conventional and rapid heat-treated
samples can clearly be observed. The rapidly austenitized and quenched samples exhibit
smaller PAG sizes than the conventional sample, along with a narrower distribution of
PAG sizes (Figure 6). Figure 5b shows that the rapidly treated sample has a heterogeneous
prior austenite grain structure. On the other hand, the grains in the conventionally treated
sample appear quite uniformly distributed in Figure 5a; however, the grain distribution in
Figure 6 shows a different aspect as it shows a more significant fraction of larger grains
(>16 um). Hence, the mean grain size for the rapidly austenitized materials was about
7 um, while that of the conventional samples was around 10 pm. the minor differences in
the PAG sizes did not affect the hardenability of the materials, as the JMatPro calculations
demonstrate in Figure 3.

(a) WQ (Conventional) L5 UM p) Q (rapid)

Figure 5. Prior austenite morphologies of: (a) conventional sample; and (b) rapidly austenitized and
quenched sample.

60

7 um H Rapid
50 B Conventional |

Instances, %

04 4-8 8-12 12-16 1620 2024 24-28 28-32 32-36 3640
Grain size, um

Figure 6. Prior austenite grain size (in diameter) distributions of the rapid and conventional materials.

Figure 7 illustrates the EBSD characterization of the investigated samples, including
randomly colored grain maps with an overlayered band contrast map and high-angle grain
boundaries (HAGB, >15°) plotted in black. Table 1 summarizes the statistics of the acquired
maps. Figure 7a—c shows that the microstructure of the conventionally treated samples
consists of lath-type martensite, and it is more uniform than the rapidly treated microstruc-
ture. The rapidly treated materials (Figure 7d—f) are heterogeneous, as these samples consist
of a higher fraction of fine grains along the typical lath martensite. It can be seen in Table 1
that the coarsest grain sizes are observed in the conventional samples, which are larger than
those of the rapidly treated materials. Table 1 shows that the tempering had no effect on the
effective grain sizes, which is in agreement with the results of a previous study [29].
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Figure 7. EBSD randomly colored grain maps with band contrast layer and high-angle grain bound-
aries (>15°, black). Conventionally heat-treated samples (a—c); and rapidly (d-f) heat-treated samples.

Table 1. Grain count, effective grain size (def), largest grain (dmax), coarse grain size from 90%
cut-off (dgge,), and fraction of low- (LAGB, 5°-15°) and high-angle boundaries (HAGB, >15°) of the
investigated materials.

Material Grains degs, dmax, dogos, LAGB, HAGSB,
pcs. pm pm pum % %

Q(Rapid) 2110 0.69 £+ 0.03 5.61 2.63 11.4 88.6
Q + 300 °C (Rapid) 2608 0.62 + 0.02 7.57 2.39 11.9 88.1
Q + 500 °C (Rapid) 2566 0.62 + 0.02 5.64 2.79 12.6 87.4
WQ (Conv) 2178 0.64 £+ 0.03 8.96 3.28 12.9 87.1
WQ + 300 °C (Conv) 1984 0.68 + 0.03 9.65 3.33 13.0 87.0
WQ + 500 °C (Conv) 1946 0.69 + 0.03 7.34 3.36 12.9 87.1

An efficient method for assessing local strain concentrations and revealing the local dis-
location density distribution is the local kernel average misorientation (KAM) map [30,31].
Figure 8 illustrates the KAM map, depicting misorientation angles ranging from 0° to 5°
for all samples, along with the corresponding relative frequency of each misorientation
angle. In Figure 8, the color scheme represents misorientation levels: blue for very low
misorientation (below 1°), green for angles between 1° and 2°, yellow for angles between 2°
and 3°, and red for misorientation angles exceeding 3°. Misorientations exceeding 5° were
excluded from the KAM evaluation to avoid interference with low-angle grain boundaries.

According to Figure 8, although heating took place for a very short time through the
rapid tempering regime, all the samples exhibit an almost similar trend with the distribution
of misorientations of <1° (blue) and 1-2° (green), indicating that both rapid and conven-
tional tempering were capable of relaxing the distorted fresh martensitic microstructure
and improving the ductility of the tempered samples.

A more detailed microstructural characterization shows that the microstructures of the
heat-treated materials were mainly martensitic with some fractions of pearlitic/cementite
strings and some coarse carbides i.e., Fe3C (Figures 9 and 10). In addition, the EBSD phase
characterization shows that all samples contained a small fraction of retained austenite
(blue in Figure 10c). In both cases, tempering caused the carbides to become more spheri-
cal/globular (Figure 10a). In many cases, the microstructure of Gleeble simulated samples
have significant local variations. In this study, the microstructure was likewise not as ho-
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mogeneous as that of the conventionally treated samples, as can be seen in the EBSD maps.
However, for the rapidly quenched and 300 °C tempered samples, the microstructures were
very fine, as is shown in Figure 9a,b. Likewise, the soaking time for the rapid treatments
was short; therefore, the original structure after rolling (as-rolled microstructure; mostly
pearlitic) may have influenced the final microstructure and caused the obscure, string-like
structures (Figure 10b).

)
i

Figure 8. Kernel average maps (KAM) with band contrast (BC) layer and high-angle grain boundaries
(>15°, black). Conventionally heat-treated samples (a—c); and rapidly (d-f) heat-treated samples.

L2 UM (b) Q+300°C (rapid)

Figure 9. Typical microstructure of the rapidly heat-treated sample: (a) quenched (Q); (b) Q + tem-
pered at 300 °C; and (c) Q + tempered at 500 °C.

Figure 10. (a) Globular cementite (blue arrows); (b) string-like structures (red arrows); and (c) EBSD
phase map with BC layer and high-angle grain boundaries (>15°, black) of rapidly quenched (Q) + tem-
pered at 500 °C material. Phases are colored as follows: red BCC, blue FCC, and yellow Fe;C.



Metals 2024, 14, 60

9of 12

3.3. Mechanical Properties

Table 2 presents the tensile, Charpy-V impact test, and hardness results. Likewise,
the stress—strain curves of the investigated materials are shown in Figure 11. From the
results it can generally be seen that the strength values for the quenched samples are higher,
and the elongation values are lower, than those for the tempered samples. The increase in
the tempering temperature led to a decrease in the strength levels but an increase in the
elongation values. According to the tensile testing results, for both tempering temperatures
of 300 °C and 500 °C, the rapid tempering resulted in a higher strength and lower elongation
compared to conventional tempering. The biggest improvements were observed in the
samples tempered at 300 °C, which provided excellent Ry, X A values (18,093 MPa% and
19,580 MPa% for the Q + 300 °C and WQ + 300 °C samples, respectively). A higher Ry,
x A value means that the strength and ductile combination is enhanced. The elongation
values for the rapidly treated samples were difficult to interpret, as the localization of the
deformation occurred outside of the extensometer. Therefore, the tensile strength and
hardness values were more reliable when comparing the mechanical properties. As the
sample dimensions between the tensile and Charpy-V test samples were different, the
heating/cooling rates during the Gleeble experiments may have somewhat varied, and
this may have influenced the hardness values seen in Table 2. Therefore, the hardness was
also tested on the Charpy-V samples to obtain a more reliable comparison between the
properties of the materials. Considering only the hardness values, the major difference was
found between the conventional and rapidly quenched materials, where the conventionally
water-quenched material had a hardness of 680 HV and the rapidly treated sample had
a hardness of 582 HV. This may have been due to the different cooling rates between the
samples, as the conventionally treated samples had a very high cooling rate due to their
immersion in a water tank. It is notable that the tempering treatment did not affect the
hardness of tempered samples, as the tempering was done at the same temperature for
both the conventionally and rapidly treated samples.

Table 2. Mechanical properties of the investigated materials. In the tensile and Charpy-V impact
testing, 2 or 3 samples were performed, respectively. Hardness measured from Charpy-V impact
(CV) and Gleeble (GS) sample with 95% confidence limits of the means.

R R A Ry02/Rm- Rm X A Hardness Hardness
. p0.2/ my / p0.2/"m m 7 ’ y
Material MPa MPa % Ratio mpa% SV ARL] gyvsocv)  HV30(GS)
Q (Rapid) 1643 2280 2.5 0.72 5700 3 582 +4 627 + 13
Q + 300 °C (Rapid) 1563 2056 8.8 0.76 18,093 14 543 +4 617 £9
Q +500 °C (Rapid) 1394 1472 7.9 0.95 11,629 18 431 +1 456 + 3
WQ (Conv) 1597 2421 24 0.66 5810 2 680 + 8 -
WQ + 300 °C (Conv) 1714 1958 10.0 0.88 19,580 6 544 +£3 -
WQ + 500 °C (Conv) 1346 1434 12.2 0.94 17,495 14 409 + 6 -
3000 700
i ¥ Rapid (CV)
2500 . —Q+500°C(Glecble) 650 B Rapid (GS)
/” = -WQ(Conv) + 5 B Conventional
/ — ~=WQ+300°C(Conv) 600 -
- 2000 A A =T — -WQ+500°C(Conv)
& y RIS % 550
51500 11— - = :
g i 3 -] % 500
1000 1 TTees E 450
| T
") o I_Hl
350 -
0 ‘ . . . .
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 309 || |
(a) Strain, % (b) Quenched (Q) Q+300°C Q+500°C

Figure 11. (a) Stress—strain curves; and (b) hardness values of the investigated materials. The 95%

confidence limits of the means are also given.
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The impact energies of the investigated materials at room temperature are given in
Figure 12a. Impact energies improved as the tempering temperature increased. Both
quenched variants were very brittle, as the CV energies were between 2-3 J. The most
notable improvement was seen after rapid tempering, where the CV energies increased
from 3 ] to 18 J. Generally, the rapidly treated materials showed improved impact toughness
compared to the conventionally treated samples. Comparing the relationship between the
tensile strength and impact energies in Figure 12b, the rapidly tempered materials at 300 °C
and 500 °C have a significantly better combination of tensile strength and CV impact energy
than the conventionally tempered materials. This is the most important result of the current
study. The material behavior was totally different between the rapidly and conventionally
heated samples. For example, the conventional WQ + 300 °C sample had a 1958 MPa tensile
strength with 6 ] impact energy, while the rapid Q + 300 °C sample had a tensile strength
of 2056 MPa and 14 ] impact energy. Although the absolute values are somewhat low for
the impact toughness, the general relative improvement in the mechanical properties is
noteworthy. Furthermore, the finer mean grain size of the rapidly treated samples cannot
be clearly stated to have influenced the impact toughness, as both quenched, non-tempered
variants had poor impact toughness values with no significant differences. On the other
hand, the inclusion characterization was not performed. Although it is well-known that the
quantity of inclusions and inclusion size or other impurity levels can decrease the ductility
and impact energies of ultra-high-strength steels [32-34], it was assumed that the purity
level was similar for both the rapidly and conventionally heat-treated samples since the
investigated samples were cut from the same initial material.

mRapid
B Conventional

353

[
N
[
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Figure 12. (a) Charpy-V impact energies at room temperature (RT) of investigated materials; and
(b) relationship between tensile strength and impact energy. The standard deviations of the values
are also given.

3.4. Microstructure-Property Relationship

Although the results showed that the sample rapidly tempered at 300 °C has consider-
ably better properties, further impact toughness improvement may be needed for industrial
applications where a combination of high strength and toughness is required. Presumably,
the prior austenite grain refinement of the rapid process improved the Charpy-V impact
energies. However, some presumably brittle microstructural components, such as pearlitic
strings and coarse carbides, were found in the rapidly treated samples. It is uncertain
how much better the results could be if the material consisted of only a refined martensitic
microstructure without coarse carbides and a heterogenous microstructure. However, the
precise carbide size distribution for the current study was not obtained using transmission
electron microscopy. Thus, the next step for future research is to discover how the rapid
heat-treatment parameters (austenitization together with tempering) can be engineered
to improve toughness and ductility with the rapid induction trials for on-going studies in
the pilot induction platform [35]. The current results are linked to the initiation of the local
cleavage cracks spanning across the coarsest grains [20] and in the second term, the fraction
of {100} planes close to the crack plane is linked to the propagation and arrest of local
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cleavage fractures [36]. However, a texture analysis of the current EBSD acquirements was
not possible as the samples are Gleeble simulations, and the exact orientation is undefined.

4. Conclusions

The microstructure and mechanical properties of conventionally and rapidly quenched
and tempered 51CrV4 steel grade samples were studied. The microstructural characteriza-
tion showed that the material consisted of martensite, while a small fraction of pearlite was
also found. Rapid heat treatment refined the prior austenite grain size and coarsest grain
sizes (dgge,), and it was found to be an efficient way to improve the toughness properties.
While the hardness and tensile strength values were quite similar for both the conventional
and rapid materials, the rapidly quenched and 300 °C tempered material had the most
promising strength and toughness combination. It should be noted that the combination
of conventional austenitization and subsequent rapid tempering, not studied here, is an
interesting processing route and should be included in further studies. The parameters of
rapid treatment should be such that the grain size of austenite and martensite is fine and
uniform, and not as heterogenous as those observed in the current study. However, more
detailed studies need to be performed to understand the effect of rapid austenitization and
tempering on the microstructure and mechanical properties of ultra-high-strength steels.
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