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Abstract: The aim of the present review is to summarize the recent achievements in the development
of ultrafine-grained austenitic/ferritic stainless steels processed by large strain deformation. Various
aspects of microstructure evolution and its effect on the properties of processed steels are considered.
The paper starts from an overview of various methods of large strain deformation that are successfully
used for producing ultrafine-grained metallic materials. Then, the structural mechanisms responsible
for grain refinement during plastic deformation are considered and discussed from the viewpoint
of their efficiency and effect on the subsequent recrystallization behavior. Finally, some physical
and mechanical properties of ultrafine-grained stainless steels are observed. It is concluded that the
development of ultrafine-grained microstructures during severe plastic deformation results from a
kind of continuous dynamic recrystallization. Namely, the misorientations among the strain-induced
cells/subgrains progressively increase up to typical values of ordinary grain boundaries. Following
the rapid reduction at relatively small strains, the deformation grain size gradually approaches its
final value, which depends on alloying/phase content and processing conditions. An increase in the
number density of interface/grain boundaries in the initial state significantly accelerates the kinetics
of grain refinement during subsequent plastic working.

Keywords: stainless steels; ultrafine-grained microstructures; severe plastic deformation; grain
refinement; work hardening; recovery and recrystallization; strength and plasticity

1. Introduction

Currently, stainless steels with ultrafine-grained (UFG) microstructures are considered
as promising materials for certain applications, when corrosion resistance combined with
improved mechanical properties such as high strength and sufficient ductility along with
enhanced impact toughness is required [1-9]. Commonly, recrystallization is applied to
control the developed microstructures in bulky metallic materials [10]. Of particular impor-
tance is dynamic recrystallization (DRX) resulting in the desired grain size directly during
plastic deformation [11-15]. The main regularities of DRX have been fairly clarified in a
number of papers [16-20]. The DRX grain size decreases with a decrease in deformation
temperature and/or an increase in strain rate. Therefore, the substantial grain refinement
can be obtained through plastic deformation at relatively low temperatures. However,
the strain, which is required for the DRX development, increases significantly with a de-
crease in the processing temperature. Therefore, one of the recent approaches to produce
ultrafine-grained stainless steels involves severe plastic deformation (SPD), which is actu-
ally large strain (or redundant strain) deformation at relatively low temperatures [21-23].
Typical strains imposed by SPD vary in a very large range, depending on material and
processing conditions. The strain corresponding to steady-state deformation behavior can
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be considered as a sufficiently large one. The aim of the present paper is to summarize the
latest achievements in the development of UFG stainless steels by means of SPD, to clarify
the microstructure—property relationships in UFG stainless steels, and to make clear the
prospects for producing and application of these materials.

A number of specific processing methods have been developed to date to impose
large strains on processed material at low to moderate temperatures [4,21,24-28]. It should
be noted that large strain deformation can be also achieved by some conventional metal-
forming methods such as drawing and rolling. The latter ones are simple in utilization
and can be applied by using ordinary equipment. Recently, rolling, swaging, and forging
have been successfully applied to process several ultrafine-grained stainless steels [29-31].
These conventional methods will be considered in comparison with some special SPD
techniques in Section 2, discussing their benefits and detriments. Then, the mechanisms of
the microstructure evolution leading to UFG formation in various stainless steels will be
considered and discussed in Section 3 starting from a brief review of novel experimental
techniques developed recently to investigate the deformation microstructures in metallic
materials. Specific attention will be paid to the grain refinement kinetics and dependence on
processed material and processing conditions. Following the deformation microstructures,
the effect of annealing on the change in the UFG microstructures will be considered in
Section 4. The main properties of stainless steels, namely strength—plasticity combination
and corrosion resistance, will be reviewed in Sections 5 and 6, respectively. Finally, the
prospects for processing and utilization of UFG stainless steels will be outlined in Section 7.

2. Large-Strain Processing

Renewed about 50 years ago, interest in large-strain processing, i.e., SPD, was moti-
vated by two achievements. Those are the obtained ultrafine-grained and nanocrystalline
metals and alloys with reportedly outstanding properties [32] and the success in application
of special SPD methods [4]. One of the most frequently used SPD methods is torsion under
hydrostatic pressure (HPT) which was adapted from the Bridgeman anvil [33,34]. The
sample as a thin disc is subjected to torsion around the disc axis using the friction provided
by the large hydrostatic pressure of about 5 GPa (Figure 1a). Equivalent strains well above
100 that may lead to a nanocrystalline microstructure in various metallic materials can be
applied with HPT [34,35]. A disadvantage of HPT is associated with a limitation of the
process within a small-scale laboratory investigation.

Following the principles outlined by Segal et al. [36], another SPD method, i.e., equal-
channel angular pressing (ECAP) was developed and successfully applied for processing
rather ductile materials [21,37] (Figure 1b). During ECAP, the sample is pressed in a closed
die with two equal-sized channels intersecting at an angle of ¢ resulting in a strain of y
=2 cot ¢ /2 [21]. In the case of a number (N) of sequential ECAP passes, the strains are
commonly summed, and an equivalent strain can be defined as follows [36]:

e=(2N//3) cot ¢/2, 1)

Compared to HPT, ECAP requires costly equipment and cannot be applied for materials
with limited ductility, although ECAP combined with the CONFORM process [38] can be
used for sizeable samples.

A number of well-known conventional metal-forming techniques also allow obtaining
very large strains. Many industrial processing methods such as rolling, drawing, and
swaging can be also used for large strain deformation [39] leading to UFG evolution in
various metals and alloys. These methods are quite easy to utilize because they can be
carried out using standard tools. It should be noted that certain dimensions of the processed
sample are continuously reduced during deformation. This drawback limits the practical
application of unidirectional processing methods such as SPD for producing UFG structural
materials. On the other hand, the same drawback stimulates investigations dealing with
the control of the UFG evolution kinetics in order to obtain the desired UFG microstructure
in bulky products suitable for practical applications after reasonable strains.
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Figure 1. Large strain deformation by high-pressure torsion (HPT) (a), equal-channel angular pressing
(ECAP) (b), reciprocating extrusion (c), and multiple multidirectional forging (d).

There are several methods of large strain deformations retaining the original shape
of the processed sample without substantial changes. Those are commonly cyclic in
realization and based on reversing the strain path for each cycle, providing redundant
deformation with reversible change in the shape of the processed sample [21]. Among
those, reversing extrusion [25] and multiple forging [40] seem to be the most effective
and elaborated (Figure 1c,d). The former provides very large strains for constrained
samples, although some difficulties maybe experienced in processing hard-to-deform
materials. Multiple forging is one of the simplest and most easily realized methods,
accumulating large total strain in the samples with sufficient plasticity. The total strain
can be estimated by a summation of the strain in each forging pass, i.e., ¢ = In (Hi/Hf),
where Hi and Hf are the initial and final heights of the sample. In contrast to other SPD
techniques, multiple forging (sometimes called ABC forging [41]) allows obtaining the
relationship between true stress and true strain, which is very important for understanding
the microstructure—property relations [42,43]. Besides the SPD techniques mentioned
above, there are many other specific SPD methods that should also be noted, such as
accumulative roll-bonding [44], friction stir processing [45], continuous cyclic bending [46],
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repetitive corrugation and straightening [47], mechanical milling [48,49], and hydrostatic
extrusion [50] and its modification for long-scale samples [51].

3. Ultrafine-Grained Microstructures

UFG steels and alloys are those with a grain size of less than 1 um [52]. Moreover, UFG
microstructures developed by SPD involve high dislocation density in the form of cell walls
and sub-boundaries [14]. Such a mixture of fine grains/cells/subgrains with large internal
distortions complicates the microstructural investigations of UFG materials. Usually,
UFG microstructures are studied by means of transmission electron microscopy (TEM).
High-resolution TEM reveals fine details of deformation microstructures, including the
mutual arrangement of strain-induced boundaries/sub-boundaries and lattice dislocations,
although arduous specimen preparation and limited observation area consume a lot of
researchers’ time and energy.

Recently, the powerful technique of orientation imaging microscopy (OIM) based
on the automatic analysis of Kikuchi patterns from backscattered electrons in a scanning
electron microscope has been developed and introduced for comprehensive microstructural
analysis [53]. OIM consists in the systematic measurement of the crystallographic orien-
tation on the surface of the sample section from point to point throughout the arbitrarily
selected area. The resulting maps of the distribution of orientations open up great oppor-
tunities for microstructural analysis [54]. The results obtained make it possible to reveal
the boundaries of grains/subgrains and their characteristics. OIM allows characterizing
the spectrum of misorientations, which is one of the most important characteristics of the
deformation microstructure. Since OIM maps can include up to several tens of thousands of
grains/subgrains, large statistics can also be included in the key advantages of this method.
Regarding crystallographic textures, OIM may well compete with X-ray diffraction. The
benefits of OIM include a wide choice of treating the data, which can be represented as
any (at the user’s choice) pole figure or orientation distribution function [54]. The rapid
development of OIM over the past few decades makes it possible to successfully use OIM
for studying even very complex structures, such as nanocrystalline [55,56] and severely
deformed [57,58] structures. Therefore, OIM will be given preference when available while
considering the UFG microstructures developed in stainless steels subjected to SPD.

3.1. Evolution of Deformation Microstructures
3.1.1. Ferritic Stainless Steels

Ferritic stainless steels are highly susceptible to dynamic recovery. The flow stress
upon deformation of ferritic steel sample increases with straining and approaches satu-
ration at sufficiently large strains [59]. The saturation stress level depends on processing
conditions, i.e., temperature and strain rate [16]. It is interesting that similar deforma-
tion behavior takes place in ferritic steels during SPD. The flow stresses vs. strain for a
ferritic stainless steel subjected to multiple forging to a large total strain of 6 are shown
in Figure 2 [60]. The envelope curves plotted over stress—strain curves for 15 sequential
compression passes look very similar to those upon monotonous processing that is ac-
companied by dynamic recovery. The flow curve envelope suggests a remarkable strain
hardening at early deformation followed by a decrease in the hardening rate to zero during
subsequent processing that results in a steady-state-like deformation behavior at large
cumulative strains. An increase in deformation temperature from 573 K to 773 K decreases
the steady-state flow stress from about 600 MPa to 500 MPa, as shown in Figure 2. An
attenuating strain hardening was reported for various metallic materials, even for cold
working conditions, while increasing the dislocation density promoted the dislocation rear-
rangement [61]. However, the steady-state deformation behavior with strain-invariant flow
stress as recorded through multiple compressions to large strains is indicative of the dy-
namically stable deformation microstructures, while the main microstructural parameters
remain unchanged during further processing.
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Figure 2. Two sets of interrupted stress—strain curves obtained during multiple forging of a Fe-20%Cr
steel at 573 K or 773 K. Reproduced from [60], with permission from Springer Nature, 2023.

Typical deformation microstructures evolved in a Fe-25%Cr steel during warm work-
ing to a strain of 0.7 are represented in Figure 3 [59]. The main feature of the microstructures
developed at moderate strains is a significant heterogeneity that is, especially, clearly seen
near the original grain boundary (GB) in Figure 3a. This heterogeneity is associated with
numerous microshear bands (MBs in Figure 3b) crossing over original grains with high
dislocation density as dense dislocation walls (DDWs). An enlarged portion of such a
microshear band is represented in Figure 4. The band consists of fine largely misoriented
grains/subgrains and can be considered as a region of UFG microstructure. The number
and thickness of the microshear bands increase upon multiple forging. Thus, the UFG
regions expand over deformation substructures (Figure 5) [60]. A mixed microstructure
consisting of almost equiaxed UFG and high-dislocation-density substructure evolves at
a moderate strain level of 2-4, which corresponds to the beginning of the steady-state
deformation. A ring-type electron diffraction pattern in Figure 5a suggests large angular
misorientations in this microstructure. Then, the UFG microstructure propagates through-
out the forged sample after SPD to a total large strain of 8 (Figure 5b). The developed
microstructure is composed of highly misoriented ultrafine grains with a relatively low
dislocation density in their interiors.

The development of UFG microstructures during SPD is commonly attributed to
continuous DRX [14]. Continuous DRX consists in the development of strain-induced
cells/subgrains and their progressive rotation during plastic deformation that leads to a
gradual increase in the cell/sub-boundary misorientations up to typical values of ordinary
high-angle grain boundaries. Therefore, the progress of continuous DRX can be tracked by
the change in the boundary/sub-boundary misorientation distribution during SPD. Typical
misorientation distributions developed in Fe-20%Cr steel subjected to multiple forging
to various total strains are represented in Figure 6 [60]. The misorientation distribution
after relatively small strains involves a large peak for low-angle sub-boundaries and
some high-angle boundaries resulting from fine regions in microshear bands and their
intersections. The fraction of low-angle sub-boundaries gradually decreases while that of
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high-angle boundaries increases upon further SPD, leading to almost equal fractions of
various grain/subgrain boundaries in the misorientation distribution after large strains.

Figure 3. Microshear bands evolved near original grain boundary (a) and crossing dense dislocation
walls (b) in a Fe-25%Cr steel after compression at 873 K to a strain of 0.7. Reproduced from [59], with
permission from Springer Nature, 2023.

Figure 4. UFG microstructure in microshear band in a Fe-25%Cr steel after compression to a strain
of 1.05 at 873 K. Numbers indicate the boundary misorientations in degrees. Reproduced from [59],
with permission from Springer Nature, 2023.

The kinetics of continuous DRX significantly depends on the temperature of SPD.
Deformation temperature scarcely affects the UFG development at the early stage of the
evolutional process, when the deformation microstructures are mostly represented by
only dislocation cells/subgrains (Figure 7) [60]. On the other hand, the fraction of high-
angle boundaries rapidly increases to apparent saturation during SPD in the range of
large cumulative strains. It is worth noting that the level of such saturation substantially
depends on processing temperature. For instance, an increase in temperature of multiple
forging from 573 K to 773 K provided an increase in the fraction of high-angle boundaries
from about 30% to 70% in Fe-20%Cr steel after a total strain of 6. This suggests that the
development of continuous DRX resulting in the UFG microstructures during SPD depends
on dynamic recovery similar to that under conditions of hot working [20].
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(b)

Figure 5. UFG microstructures in a Fe-20%Cer steel after multiple forging at 773 K to total strains of

3.6 (a) and 8.0 (b). Numbers in (b) indicate the boundary misorientations in degrees. Reproduced

from [60], with permission from Springer Nature, 2023.
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Figure 7. Effect of SPD temperature on the fraction of high-angle grain boundaries in a Fe-20%Cr
steel Reproduced from [60], with permission from Springer Nature, 2023.

3.1.2. Austenitic Stainless Steels

In contrast to ferritic stainless steels, austenitic steels with face-centered cubic lattice
and low stacking fault energy are less susceptible to dynamic recovery. Hence, austenitic
stainless steels exhibit pronounced strain hardening and, therefore, frequently experience
discontinuous DRX during warm to hot working [62-64]. Nevertheless, SPD of austenitic
stainless steels under conditions of cold to warm working results in the UFG microstructures
that are commonly attributed to continuous DRX [65-68].

The general shape of the envelope stress—strain curves as plotted in Figure 8 over a
series of multiple forgings of a 304-type stainless steel depends on deformation tempera-
ture [65,69]. Generally, two kinds of deformation behavior can be distinguished. Dynamic
recovery type is observed during deformation at the relatively low temperature of 773 K.
Namely, early deformation is accompanied by a rapid increase in the flow stress. Then,
the rate of strain hardening gradually decreases, leading to the flow stress approaching
saturation after large cumulative strains very similar to the deformation behavior of ferritic
stainless steels. On the other hand, the deformation behavior of the discontinuous DRX
type can be recognized during multiple forging at temperatures above 873 K. The envelope
flow curve shows a peak at moderate cumulative strains followed by a strain softening and
then a steady-state deformation at sufficiently large strains. The strain corresponding to
peak stress decreases with an increase in deformation temperature similar to discontinuous
DRX taking place under hot working conditions [14].

Typical deformation microstructures evolved in a 304-type stainless steel during
multiple multidirectional forging at 773 K are shown in Figure 9 [70]. A number of strain-
induced grain boundaries are clearly seen in the sample subjected to three sequential
forging passes to a total strain of 1.2. The new ultrafine grains frequently develop along
original grain boundaries and their triple junctions, where large strain gradients and
corresponding high density of strain-induced boundaries evolve. The number of new fine
grains and the volume fraction of ultrafine grains increase during SDP, leading to UFG
microstructure after sufficiently large total strain (e = 4 after ten forging passes in Figure 9).
An increase in SPD temperature does not lead to qualitative changes in the microstructure
evolution, although individual uncompleted strain-induced boundaries are observed near
original grain boundaries and their junctions after one forging pass at 973 K (arrows for ¢
= 0.4 in Figure 10) [70]. Further processing results in the mixed microstructure consisting
of irregular remnants of original grains and strain-induced ultrafine grains. An increase
in processing temperature under conditions of warm working apparently accelerates the
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development of UFG microstructure in the austenitic stainless steel. The UFG fraction in
the sample subjected to multiple forging at 973 K to a total strain of 2 comprises about 0.9,
whereas that of about 0.6 is observed at 773 K after the same strain. Therefore, an increase
in deformation temperature promotes the development of continuous DRX during warm
deformation similar to that discussed above for ferritic stainless steels.

1000
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800 — o e
g ] T ~873 K
% 600 —
da AT T
o 973 K
X 400
w - o
200 — 1073 K
0 1 AL ) 1
0 1 2 3 4

Strain, €

Figure 8. True stress—strain curves during multiple forgings of a 304-type stainless steel at indicated
temperatures. Adapted from [65,69] with permission from Elsevier, 2023.

Figure 9. Deformation microstructures (unique grain color mapping) developed in a 304-type
stainless steel during multiple forging to indicated total strains at 773 K [70].
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Figure 10. Deformation microstructures (unique grain color mapping) developed in a 304-type
stainless steel during multiple forging to indicated total strains at 973 K [70].

The change in the grain size distributions during multiple forging at 773 K or 973 K
is represented in Figure 11 [70]. A huge peak corresponding to rather coarse original
grains is observed at a relatively small strain. This peak decreases and spreads out towards
small grain sizes during further SPD. It should be noted that a kind of bimodal grain size
distribution with two peaks against small and large grain sizes evolves at intermediate
strains. Thus, the development of UFG microstructure is accompanied by an increase in the
peak at small grain sizes and gradual disappearance of the peak at large grain sizes. Finally,
a peak corresponding to the new ultrafine grains stands up in the grain size distribution
evolved at sufficiently large total strains. Such changes in the grain size distribution were
frequently observed during discontinuous DRX under hot working conditions [10]. It can
be concluded that the changes in the grain size distributions during DRX are almost the
same irrespective of different DRX mechanisms.

The fraction of discontinuous DRX (Fprx) can be expressed by a modified Johnson—
Mehl-Avrami-Kolmogorov (JMAK) equation [71].

Fprx =1 — exp(—k (¢ — &0)"), @

where k, n, and ¢, are constants depending on material and processing conditions. Ne-
glecting the incubation period for continuous DRX, i.e., ec = 0, the relationships between
log(In(1/(1 — Fprx))) and log () for a 304-type stainless steel subjected to multiple forging
at 773-973 K are represented in Figure 12a [70]. Then, the strain effect on the UFG fraction
is shown in Figure 12b [70]. It is clearly seen that an increase in deformation temperature
from 773 K to 873 K insignificantly increases the grain refinement kinetics, whereas further
temperature rise to 973 K remarkably accelerates the UFG evolution. Similar DRX behavior
was attributed to the effect of dynamic recovery [20].
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Figure 11. Grain size distributions developed in a 304-type stainless steel after multiple forging to
indicated strains at 773 K (a) or 973 K (b) [70].
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Figure 12. Effect of total strain on In(1/(1 — Fprx)) (a) and UFG fraction (b) in a 304-type stainless
steel subjected to multiple forging at indicated temperatures [70].

The UFG microstructures evolved in austenitic stainless steel during large strain de-
formation at temperatures above 0.5Ty; were characterized by a relatively large fraction of
annealing twins (up to 0.12 [69]). This is indicative of the grain boundary migration [72,73]
and, therefore, suggests a contribution of discontinuous DRX to the new UFG develop-
ment. Taking into account the possibility of discontinuous DRX development in austenitic
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stainless steels, the mechanisms of UFG evolution during SPD were considered as follows
(Figure 13 [65]): The strain corresponding to peak flow stress is used as critical strain for
discontinuous DRX (DDRX in Figure 13) development, while the progress in continuous
DRX (CDRX in Figure 13) is indicated by the fractions of high-angle grain boundaries. The
critical strain for discontinuous DRX increases with a decrease in deformation temperature.
Hence, continuous DRX becomes responsible for the UFG development during deformation
at temperatures below about 973 K (about 0.55Ty) in a 304-type stainless steel.

Original
Twin grain boundaries
boTaries DDRX grains DDRX grains
/

Peak stress strain

1000 - DDRX
] / Characteristic strain
for CDRX development

O
© 800 -
m ~
S 600 - 8 S\ PDRX
g CDRX S
[ % Q X N
400 -
200
0
_Original High-angel DDRX grains  Twin_
grain boundaries strain induced boundaries boundaries

Low-angel
strain induced boundaries

Figure 13. Schematic representation of the development of discontinuous DRX (DDRX) and continu-
ous DRX (CDRX) in a 304-type stainless steel during warm-to-hot working. Reproduced from [65]
with permission from Elsevier, 2023.

It should be noted that continuous DRX does not suppress the local migration of
original and strain-induced grain boundaries when the stored deformation energy becomes
large enough to initiate the grain boundary bulging. Moreover, continuous DRX is as-
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sociated with dynamic recovery and, therefore, should be accompanied by a local grain
boundary motion. Thus, continuous DRX starts at relatively small strains followed by
the concurrent operation of continuous and discontinuous DRX in large strains at defor-
mation temperatures below 0.6Ty;. The development of discontinuous DRX during SPD
under warm working conditions is also suggested by the strain softening at large strains
(Figure 8). It can be concluded that accelerated grain refinement in the range of deformation
temperatures of 0.5-0.6Tys can be attributed to a partial contribution of the discontinuous
DRX development. The strain dependence of the peak flow stress in Figure 13 suggests the
development of discontinuous DRX at relatively low temperatures well below 0.5T); in the
range of very large strains when the UFG microstructures almost completely evolved as a
result of continuous DRX. Thus, continuous DRX is considered as the structural mechanism
responsible for the UFG development at temperatures below approximately half of the
melting point.

Similar to ferritic stainless steels, the UFG development in austenitic stainless steels
during SPD occurs heterogeneously. Sakai et al. [14,60] considered the strain localization
and the corresponding strain gradients in deformation substructures as a prerequisite for
the development of continuous DRX in various metallic materials. Thus, the microshear
bands and their intersections and the grain boundaries and their junctions can be considered
as preferable nucleation sites for the UFG development during SDP. The size of strain-
induced ultrafine grains depends on the deformation conditions, i.e., temperature and
strain rate. In contrast to discontinuous DRX under hot working, the dynamic grain size
evolved by continuous DRX under cold to warm working conditions is characterized by
a quite weak temperature/strain rate dependence. Nevertheless, power law functions
between the continuous DRX grain size and the flow stress or the temperature-compensated
strain rate with grain size exponents of approximately—0.3 and —0.1, respectively, were
reported in many studies [14,74]. The change in the grain size clearly correlates with that
of the dislocation density, resulting in a unique power law relationship with a grain size
exponent of approximately—0.5 in a wide range of processing conditions irrespective of
the DRX mechanism [74,75].

Austenitic stainless steels may experience deformation twinning as well as partial
martensitic transformation during cold working [76]. An example of deformation mi-
crostructure developed in a 304L stainless steel during cold rolling to a strain of 0.5 is
represented in Figure 14a [77]. The selected area electron diffraction pattern in Figure 14a
testifies to the evolution of numerous deformation twins with {111} twin planes aligned at
about 45° to the rolling direction (RD). The active twinning system in each grain depends
on the grain orientation [78], whereas an increase in rolling reduction is accompanied
by an alignment of twins along the rolling plane [79-82]. The strain-induced martensite
readily develops in microshear bands and their intersections [83,84]. The microshear bands
(indicated by arrows in Figure 14b) appear as narrow regions (about 500 nm in thickness) of
localized shear and pass over a grain. The microshear bands consist of alternating elongated
martensite and austenite crystallites with the transverse size of about 100 nm. Inside the
microshear band in Figure 14b, the austenite crystallites are oriented with <111>//ND
and <011>//RD, while the martensite crystallites are oriented with <112>//RD. These
orientations belong to so-called E ({111}<110>) and F ({111}<211>) texture components
located on the y-fiber [79,80].

The martensite fraction rapidly increases during cold rolling (Figure 15). Olson and
Cohen [83] have proposed the following strain dependence for the volume fraction of
strain-induced martensite (Fys), assuming that shear band intersections are preferential
sites for the transformation:

Fv =1 —exp(—B (1 — exp(—A €))™), 3)

Here, A, B, and m are constants depending on steel and processing conditions. The
grain flattening and microshearing result in the wavy microstructure of lamellar-type
(Figure 15). The largely strained 304L steel consists of highly elongated wavy martensite
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grains interleaved with chains of ultrafine austenite grains (Figure 15). The flattened
austenite grains are indicated by green color in the OIM images suggesting a strong
<011>//ND texture. In contrast, red and blue colors of the flattened martensite grains
indicate <001>//ND and <111>//ND textures.

(b)

Figure 14. Deformation twinning (a) and microshear banding (b) in a 304L stainless steel subjected

to cold rolling to a strain of 0.5 and 1.0, respectively.

Characteristic orientation distribution functions (ODFs) and fractions of the main tex-
ture components evolved in a cold-rolled 304L stainless steel are represented in Figures 16
and 17, respectively [77]. Austenite ODFs are characterized by an increased pole density
around the (-fiber (<110>//ND) and y-fiber (<111>//ND). A clear maximum located close
to Brass (B) texture ({011}<211>) and Goss (G) texture ({011}<100>) develops at relatively
small strains followed by its strengthening during further cold deformation. The difference
in the texture component in different stainless steels can be attributed to the difference in
SFE. Commonly, a decrease in SFE promotes the development of the Brass component in
fcc-metals/alloys during cold rolling [85,86]. Martensite ODFs indicate the development
of n-fiber (<100>//ND) with a remarkable Rotated cube (H) texture ({001}<110>) and
v-fiber (<111>//ND). The latter strengthens during cold rolling, leading to the sharp fiber
with nearly the same pole density at large strains. Besides the fibers, the deformation
martensite is characterized by the development of strong I* texture ({223}<110>) and F
texture ({111}<211>). The development of I* texture was attributed to the slip systems of
{011}<111> type in martensite [87]. The deformation martensite in 304L and 316L steels
exhibits a similar distribution of texture fraction. A small difference in the martensite
texture between the 304L and 316L steels may result from the different austenite stability in
these steels, i.e., the different volume fractions of the deformation martensite.

The deformation textures in UFG martensite developed by large strain cold rolling were
discussed referring to the transformation mechanism [76]. Assuming Kurdjumov—Sachs or
Nishiyama—Wasserman orientation relationships for strain-induced martensite [88,89], the
martensite orientations resulting from Brass-, Goss- and, S-oriented austenite were plotted
in accordance withKurdjumov-Sachs or Nishiyama—-Wasserman orientation relationships
(Figure 18). It is clearly seen in Figure 18 that most of the transformed martensite orien-
tations are located close to the y-fiber. It is worth noting that the martensite transformed
from Brass-oriented austenite is concentrated close to F texture, whereas subsequent cold
rolling promotes the development of I* texture at large strains.
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austenite (red)

martensite (green)

Figure 15. Deformation microstructures in a 304L stainless steel after cold rolling to the indicated
total strains. The colors in the left images correspond to the crystallographic orientations along the
normal direction (vertical in the images); those in the right images show the phase distribution.
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Figure 16. Orientation distribution functions at ¢, = 45° for a 304L stainless steel cold rolled to the
indicated total strains.
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Figure 17. Fractions of the main texture components evolved in 316L and 304L stainless steels by
cold rolling to different strains.

A decrease in the mean grain size during SPD is controlled by continuous DRX. The
heterogeneous development of continuous DRX that is associated with microshear bands,
original grain boundaries, strain-induced martensite, etc., results in bimodal grain size
distribution during deformation (Figure 11). Therefore, the mean grain size evolved during
deformation is an average of the size of initial grains and the size of ultrafine grains. A
decrease in the mean grain size should correspond to an increase in the DRX fraction
(Equation (2)). Assuming that the initial grain size is much larger than the size of ultrafine
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grains, and taking the fraction of ultrafine grains as Fprx from Equation (2), the following
strain dependence for the average grain size (D) was proposed [90]:

D. = Dpgx (1 — exp(—k e")) 7?2, 4)

Here, DpRrx is the final size of ultrafine grains that is attainable after SPD under certain
processing conditions. In spite of apparent simplicity, Equation (4) fairly predicts the
change in the grain size in various steels and alloys during large strain deformation [40].

N © Transformed Goss
@ Transformed Brass
2 100 <0 . Transformed S ?; 90, 10 ™0

Figure 18. Orientations of martensite transformed from austenite with Brass, Goss, and S orientations
through Kurdjumov-Sachs (K-S) or Nishiyama-Wassermann (N-W) orientation relationships.

3.2. Grain Refinement Kinetics
3.2.1. Effect of Processing Method

The effect of the SPD method on the UFG evolution kinetics is a subject of some debate.
It is commonly agreed that HPT provides the finest grain size and the highest internal
distortions because of the high hydrostatic pressure applied to processed samples [4,67]. In
order to evaluate the effect of changing the processing route on grain refinement, several
modes of ECAP were studied. The different ECAP routes were designated as A, B (Ba
and Bc), and C (Figure 19) [91]: Route A: the sample is pressed repetitively in the same
way. Route Ba: the sample is rotated by 90° around its longitudinal axis alternatively in
each pass. Route Bc: the sample is rotated by 90° around its longitudinal axis in the same
sense. Route C: the sample is rotated by 180° in each pass. The effect of the ECAP route on
the microstructure developed during processing is schematically represented in Figure 20,
which shows the microstructure appearing on the Y plane (the plane of the channel axes)
after four sequential passes [91]. The sequential operation of several intersecting slip
systems in the case of B¢ leads to a high dislocation density promoting the dislocation
rearrangement and annihilation. Thus, the formation of nearly equiaxed grains takes place
after four passes in route Bc. In contrast, the development of an equiaxed microstructure is
less advanced in routes A and C; the elongated grains/subgrains are expected to remain
even at large total strains.

Although the change in the strain paths from pass to pass during multiple deforma-
tions was frequently considered important for UFG development [21,92,93], monotonous
deformations were also considered beneficial for the microstructure evolution kinetics at
certain conditions [94,95]. The development of UFG microstructures during unidirectional
and multidirectional deformation was comparatively studied in a Fe-15%Cr steel [96].
Unidirectional bar rolling followed by swaging resulted in the fiber-type microstructure
consisting of grains/subgrains highly elongated in the rolling/swaging direction followed
by the development of UFG microstructure after SPD to total strain of about 7 (Figure 21).
In contrast, an almost equiaxed microstructure consisting of deformation grains and sub-
grains evolved after multiple forgings to moderate strains above 4. Further multiple forging
was accompanied by an increase in misorientations between the strain-induced subgrains
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(Figure 22). The fraction of high-angle boundaries increased almost linearly with an in-
crease in total strain, approaching saturation at large strains above 4 irrespective of the
processing method (Figure 23). However, this apparent saturation is located at a higher
level in the case of unidirectional SPD.

Figure 19. Various processing routes in ECAP.

Y plane

Figure 20. Effect of ECAP route (A, B¢, or C) on the grain refinement, where subgrain bands with a
width of d are formed along the primary shear during the first (1p), the second (2p), and the fourth
(4p) passes Reproduced from [91] with permission from Elsevier, 2023.
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Figure 21. OIM images of a Fe-15%Cr stainless steel processed by bar rolling/swaging to the total
indicated strains Reproduced from [96] with permission from Elsevier, 2023. Grain boundaries are
indicated by black lines. The colors reflect the crystallographic direction along the rolling /swaging
axis that is horizontal in the micrographs.

Figure 22. OIM images of a Fe-15%Cr stainless steel processed by multiple forging to the total
indicated strains Reproduced from [96] with permission from Elsevier, 2023. Grain boundaries are
indicated by black lines. The colors reflect the crystallographic direction along the last-pass forging
axis that is vertical in the micrographs.
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Figure 23. Effect of processing method on the fraction of strain-induced high-angle grain boundaries
in a Fe-15%Cr stainless steel [39].

Considering the grain refinement, the effect of the processing method on the change
in the grain shape during processing should be taken into account. Thus, the separation of
the original grain boundaries (D) in a material with an initial grain size Dy as a function
of strain during ECAP with a constant strain path can be related to a shear strain (y) as
follows [21]:

Dgcap =Do/(1 +v%)%, &)

Correspondingly, the following relationship between the strain-reduced grain size and true
strain (¢) can be used for plate rolling and bar rolling/swaging [96]:

DPlateRolling =Do/(exp ¢), (6)

DSwaging =Dy/(exp 0.5¢), (7)

It is worth noting that actual transverse grain and subgrain sizes do not follow the simple
geometric consideration above (Figure 24) [96]. The grain and subgrain sizes in Figure 24
were obtained by using OIM and TEM, respectively. The transverse grain sizes were
calculated crosswise to the rolling/swaging axis for the unidirectional deformation or
along the last-pass compression axis for the multidirectional deformation. It is clearly seen
that both the unidirectional and multidirectional deformations are characterized by the
same strain dependencies for the reduction in the transverse grain and subgrain sizes. In
the range of relatively small strains, the grain/subgrain size rapidly decreases much faster
than predicted by the change in the sample shape. This should be considered as the grain
refinement range. On the other hand, the grain size becomes almost strain-invariant in the
range of large strains, leading to apparent steady-state deformation behavior.
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Figure 24. Effect of processing method on the transverse grain (D) and subgrain (d) sizes in a
Fe-15%Cr stainless steel [39].

3.2.2. Effect of Original Microstructure

The requirement of severe straining to produce UFG steels and alloys is one of the seri-
ous drawbacks retarding the practical application of SPD. In this connection, any attempts
to accelerate the grain refinement during SPD are of great practical importance. Promising
results can be expected by using a special treatment of the starting material. A decrease
in the initial grain size by using some conventional treatment or phase transformation
may be quite useful for further SPD leading to UFG microstructures. The effect of initial
microstructure on the UFG evolution during multiple forgings was studied in a 304-type
austenitic stainless steel with initial grain sizes rangingfrom 1.5 pm to 15 pm [97]. Almost
equiaxed UFG microstructure was developed in the samples with an initial grain size
of 1.5 um after the total strain of 1.6 (Figure 25a), whereas a deformation substructure
composed of low-angle dislocation sub-boundaries was observed even near the original
grain boundaries in the sample with an initial grain size of 15 um (Figure 25b). The effect
of decreasing the initial grain size implies that specific microstructural changes such as the
minimal grain/subgrain size, the same grain/subgrain size aspect ratio, and maximum
dislocation density shown in Figure 26 are achieved at smaller strains.

A coarse-grained ferritic stainless steel of Fe-22%Cr-3%Ni with an initial grain size above
700 um was characterized by a gradual strain hardening during cold bar rolling/swaging to
strains as large as 7.1 (Figure 27) [29]. On the other hand, the same cold deformation of a
Fe-18%Cr-7%N1 steel with initial martensitic microstructure (the transverse grain/subgrain
size of 230 nm and the fraction of high-angle boundaries of 0.5) exhibited a steady-state
deformation behavior at total strain above 3, where the hardness approaches some satu-
ration and does not change remarkably at larger strains. Correspondingly, the transverse
subgrain size gradually reduced down to about 100 nm in the initially coarse-grained
Fe-22%Cr-3%Ni steel with straining to 7, while that in the Fe-18%Cr-7%N!i steel reachedits
minimum value of about 70 nm at strains around 3 followed by little coarsening upon
further straining. Similar to the common evolution of grain boundary misorientations in
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UFG steel during SPD, a sharp maximum against low-angle misorientations decreases and
spreads out towards larger misorientations in initially coarse-grained Fe-22%Cr-3%Ni steel
during cold rolling/swaging (Figure 28a). After severe deformation to strains above 4, the
deformation (sub)boundaries in the Fe-22%-3%N1 steel samples are characterized by typical
flat-type misorientation distributions with almost equal fractions of different misorienta-
tions. In contrast, two maximums corresponding to low- and high-angle misorientations
resultingfrom the phase transformation in the Fe-18%Cr-7%Ni steel samples are weakened
during cold working to a moderate strain of about 3, leading to a flat-type misorientation
distribution very similar to that developed in other metals and alloys at larger strains.
Therefore, an increase in the number density of various intergranular boundaries in the
initial state significantly accelerates the UFG development during SPD, whereas the final
UFG state depends mainly on processing conditions.

(b)

Figure 25. TEM images of deformation microstructures after multiple forging to total strains of 1.6
at 873 K of a 305-type stainless steel with initial grain size of 1.5 um (a) [97] and 15 um (b) [93].
Reproduced from [97] with permission from Elsevier, 2023. The numbers indicate the boundary
misorientations in degrees.
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Figure 26. Effect of initial grain size on the (sub)grain size, the aspect ratio, and the dislocation density
evolved in a 304-type stainless steel subjected to multiple forging at 873 K. Reproduced from [97]
with permission from Elsevier, 2023.
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Figure 27. Effect of initial microstructure on the hardness (Hv) and the transverse (sub)grain size (d)
in Fe-18%Cr-7%Ni and Fe-22%Cr-3%Ni stainless steels subjected to cold rolling/swaging [29].
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Figure 28. Misorientation distributions for the (sub)grain boundaries evolved in Fe-22%Cr-3%Ni (a)
and Fe-18%Cr-7%Ni (b) stainless steels after bar rolling/swaging to various strains [29].

4. Annealing Behavior of Ultrafine-Grained Steels

UFG metals and alloys processed by SPD are commonly characterized by an enhanced
stability against discontinuous grain coarsening upon subsequent annealing [98-102]. Post-
continuous DRX was suggested as the main recrystallization mechanism operating in UFG
microstructures developed by continuous DRX [14]. Representative examples of the an-
nealed microstructures evolved in ferritic stainless steel subjected to cold rolling/swaging
to total strains of 2 or 4.6 are represented in Figure 29 [103]. Annealing at the relatively low
temperature of 873 K does not lead to remarkable changes in the deformation microstruc-
tures, whereas annealing at a higher temperature of 923 K resulted in the development
of primary recrystallization in a sample that was cold worked to a strain of 2. On the
other hand, the sample subjected to a large strain of 4.6 demonstrates a uniform UFG
microstructure irrespective of annealing temperature.

The changes in the transverse grain/subgrain size in a ferritic stainless steel, which
was subjected to cold working to different total strains, with annealing temperature and
duration are represented in Figure 30a [103]. The development of discontinuous recrystal-
lization in the samples cold worked to relatively low strains after 2 h of annealing drastically
increases the mean grain size. In contrast, the average grain/subgrain size in the large
strained UFG samples gradually increases during annealing. The grain growth exponent
of about 2 corresponds to that predicted for a normal grain growth. Similar annealing
behavior was observed in UFG austenitic stainless steel after SPD (Figure 30b) [104]. The
annealed grain size evolving at 973-1073 K can roughly be expressed by a power law
function of annealing time with a grain growth exponent of approximately 4, similar to
other experimental studies [10,105-107].
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Figure 29. Effect of cold strain on the microstructures in a cold-rolled/swaged Fe-15%Cr steel after
30 min annealing: (a) cold strain of 2.0, annealing temperature of 600 °C; (b) cold strain of 4.6,
annealing temperature of 600 °C; (c) cold strain of 2.0, annealing temperature of 650 °C; (d) cold
strain of 4.6, annealing temperature of 650 °C. Reproduced from [103] with permission from Springer
Nature, 2023.
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Figure 30. Grain/subgrain coarsening in a cold worked Fe-15%Cr steel during annealing at 923 K (a)
and in 304L and 316L steels cold rolled to a strain of 3 and annealed at 873-1073 K (b). Reproduced
from [103,104] with permission from Springer Nature, 2023.
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Figure 31 represents the relationship between the grain size and the dislocation density
(p) in some UFG stainless steels processed by SPD and subsequent annealing [108]. A
unique power law relationship in the form of D = Cyp~%2, where Cj = 14 for the dashed
line in Figure 31, was suggested between the grain size and the dislocation density for the
UFG microstructures evolved by large strain cold /warm working followed by continuous
recrystallization. This relationship was physically justified as follows [108]: According to
the grain growth model of Burke and Turnbull [109], the rate of grain boundary migration
(V) directly depends on the boundary surface energy (y) as V= K A v/r, where K is a
constant, A is the atomic volume, and r is the radius of the boundary curvature. Assuming
that r ~ D and taking dD/dt~V (here 7 is the annealing time), the grain growth can be
expressed as D?— Dy? = K A yt, where D is the initial grain size. When D >> Dy, a power
law relationship with a grain growth exponent of 2 can be obtained; that is, D~t%. On
the other hand, decreasing the dislocation density was elaborated by Humphreys and
Hatherly [10] as follows: p~ 1 — pp~1 = Crt, where Cg is a coefficient and p0 is the initial
dislocation density. Again, p << py. Thus, p~t 1L, Combining the time dependencies
for grains and dislocations, the grain size can be expressed by a power law function of
dislocation density with an exponent of —0.5, which matches the data in Figure 31.
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Figure 31. Relationships between the grain size and the dislocation density in UFG stainless steels
processed by SPD and subsequent annealing [108].

5. Mechanical Properties

The grain refinement during SPD is accompanied by substantial strengthening [4,22].
Some examples of the mechanical properties of UFG stainless steels after SPD are listed
in Table 1 [66,68,76,110-117]. The yield strength of around 2000 MPa can be achieved in
conventional stainless steels [68,75-77,118]. However, the strengthening by SPD is generally
accompanied by a remarkable degradation of plasticity. The stress—strain curves obtained
by tensile tests of UFG stainless steels after SPD are characterized by a rapid increase
in the flow stress to its maximum, followed by necking that leads to gradual softening
upon failure (Figure 32) [113,119]. Note here that an increase in SDP temperature does
not lead to any significant improvement of plasticity; almost the same stress—strain curves
were obtained for UFG 304-type steel subjected to HPT at room temperature or at 673 K
(Figure 32a) [113]. An increase in the yield strength after processing under warm working
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conditions (Figure 32a) as well as that after recovery annealing (Figure 32b) was attributed
to the grain boundary segregations [111,120] and to the dislocation scarcity after light
annealing [119].

Table 1. Grain size and strength of some UFG stainless steels after SPD.

Grain Size Yield Strength Ultimate Tensile Total Elongation

Steel/Processing (am) (MPa) Strength (MPa) %) Ref.
SUS316/Multiple forging at room 50 2050 2075 10 [110]
temperature
SUS316/Multiple forging at 73 K 40 2100 2125 10 [110]
S304H/Rolling at room 50 2050 2065 5 [76]
temperature
316/HPT at room temperature 40 1700 1800 7 [111]
316/HPT at 673 K 90 1720 1950 8 [111]
316L/Rolling at room 70-80 1680 1830 5 [66]
temperature
304L/Rolling at room 115-145 1595 1785 4 [112]
temperature
S304H/HPT at room temperature 23 1890 1950 17 [113]
304/ECAP (¢ =8)at773 K 80-100 1130 1160 8 [114]
304/ECAP (¢ =8) at 773 K +
annealing at 973 K 100-150 1045 1115 26 [114]
316L/Rolling at room
temperature + annealing at 973K 330 1120 1250 ? [108]
304L/Rolling at room
temperature + annealing at 973 K 450 890 980 29 [115]
316L/Rolling at 473 K 150 1240 1359 9 [68]
304L /Rolling at 473 K 130 1350 1480 8 [68]
304/Rolling at room temperature
+ annealing at 1073 K 640 575 o7 >4 [116]
Fe-17Cr-6Ni/Rolling at room
temperature + annealing at 923 K 210 1029 114 25 [117]
Fe-17Cr-6Ni/Rolling at room
temperature + annealing at 973 K 220 973 1073 32 [117]
Fe-17Cr-6Ni/Rolling at room
temperature + annealing at 400 790 1038 41 [117]

1023 K

In order to improve the strength—plasticity combination, recovery or recrystallization
annealing is frequently applied for UFG stainless steels after SPD [119,121]. Following SDP,
early recrystallization may lead to a good combination of strength and plasticity owing
to UFG recrystallized microstructure (Figure 32b) [119]. The grain size evolved after SPD
and recrystallization annealing depends on annealing time and temperature. Multiple
processing by cold working and annealing was suggested to have an advantage for pro-
ducing UFG stainless steels with a beneficial combination of mechanical properties [122].
To improve the strength—ductility balance, a UFG 304-type stainless steel subjected to
ECAP was then annealed to develop a bimodal microstructure consisting of UFG with
a grain size of 0.35 um interleaved with relatively coarse-grained portions with a grain
size of 1.4 um [114]. The enhanced plasticity of austenitic stainless steels with UFG re-
crystallized microstructures is attributed to active mechanical twinning, i.e., the effect
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of twinning-induced plasticity (TWIP effect) that provides high strength without a loss
of plasticity [123-127]. In contrast to the transformation-induced plasticity (TRIP effect)
frequently employed in coarse-grained austenitic steels, the TWIP effect provides more
pronounced strain hardening and, thus, improves mechanical properties [128].
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Figure 32. Engineering stress—strain curves for UFG 304-type steel obtained by HPT at indicated
temperatures (a) and those for UFG 316-type steel processed by HPT and subsequent annealing at
indicated temperatures (b) [119]. Reproduced from [119] with permission from Elsevier, 2023.

The strengthening of UFG steels and alloys is commonly discussed in terms of a
Hall-Petch-type relationship [40,76,118,121]. The UFG stainless steels processed by SPD
are frequently characterized by an increased value of the grain boundary strengthening
factor [118,121]. This feature is discussed as a result of grain boundary segregations after
early recovery/recrystallization [111,120] and an increased dislocation density in such UFG
steels [14,119]. In the case of high dislocation density, the modified Hall-Petch relationship
is used for the yield strength calculation taking into account substructural strengthening as
follows [129,130]:

0p2 =0p + k& D_0'5 + O(Gpr'S, (8)

Here o is the strength of the same dislocation-free material with an infinite grain size, ke
and o are the grain boundary strengthening factor and dislocation strengthening factor,
respectively, G is the shear modulus, and b is the Burgers vector. Hence, the yield strength
dependence on the grain size and the dislocation density can be represented by a plane
using appropriate strengthening factors (Figure 33) [68,108]. It should be noted that near-
linear relationships between the dislocation strengthening and the grain size strengthening
caused by the power law functions between these microstructural parameters may com-
plicate the analysis of the structure-property relationship [130-132]. On the other hand, it
allows us to predict the yield strength by using either grain size or dislocation density, if a
relationship between these parameters is well established.
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Figure 33. Effects of the grain size (D) and dislocation density (p) on the strength of UFG 304L and
316L steels processed by rolling at 473 K (a) and UFG 316L steel processed by cold or warm rolling
and subsequent annealing (b) [68,108].

6. Corrosion Resistance

Recent results suggested that both mechanical properties and corrosion resistance of
various stainless steels can be optimized by means of SPD decreasing the grain size down
to hundreds of nanometers [133-135].Although stainless steels are commonly characterized
by good corrosion resistance, austenitic stainless steels may be susceptible to intergranular
corrosion after heating to 873-1073 K because of chromium depletion zones near grain
boundaries due to carbide precipitation. Available data suggest that UFG austenitic steels
exhibit a similar corrosion behavior to that of their coarse-grained counterparts [136,137], al-
though some UFG steels reportedly demonstrated improved corrosion properties [138,139].
The corrosion resistance of UFG austenitic steels depends on the final processing tempera-
ture (Figure 34) [136]. A ratio of reactivating/passivating current below 0.11 in Figure 34
corresponds to good intergranular corrosion. It is clearly seen in Figure 34 that UFG 304-
type stainless steel processed by multiple forging at room temperature or 1073 K is resistant
to intergranular corrosion, whereas that subjected to multiple forging at 773-973 K is sus-
ceptible to corrosion. Analogously, the UFG 304-type stainless steel obtained by cryogenic
rolling and subsequent annealing is characterized by an increased corrosion resistance with
an increase in annealing temperature from 973 K to 1173 K [137].The corrosion resistance of
a coarse-grained 316L steel commonly decreases after irradiation. Surprisingly, the grain
refinement down to a few hundred nanometers by means of SPD reportedly enhanced the
corrosion resistance of the irradiated steel samples [138]. Moreover, UFG 316L stainless
steel processed by warm multiple forging demonstrated improved pitting corrosion resis-
tance, which was attributed to an increase in grain boundary volume, homogenization of
non-metallic phases, and pit-forming impurities, making the steel a promising implant
material [139]. Therefore, UFG stainless steels produced by SPD have great potential for
various applications as structural and functional materials.
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Figure 34. Effect of SPD temperature on the grain size and a ratio of reactivating/passivating current
for a UFG 304-type stainless steel.

7. Summary

The UFG microstructures can be obtained in ferritic and austenitic stainless steels by
means of large strain deformation using SPD or conventional processing methods under
conditions of cold to warm working. Austenitic stainless steels have an advantage in the
UFG evolution owing to deformation twinning and/or martensitic transformation provid-
ing a rapid increase in the number density of strain-induced high-angle intercrystalline
boundaries that promotes decreasing the grain boundary spacing upon further deformation.
The UFG stainless steels are characterized by high strength. However, the strengthening
by large strain deformation is accompanied by a substantial degradation of plasticity.
Therefore, the UFG stainless steels are frequently subjected to recovery/recrystallization
annealing to balance the strength and plasticity. In the case of meta-stable austenitic stain-
less steels, certain heat treatments following cold working may be required to reverse
austenite. On the other hand, annealing at relatively low temperatures to maintain the UFG
microstructure may deteriorate the corrosion resistance in some stainless steels. Hence, SPD
methods allowing the development of UFG steels with excellent mechanical performance
without any undesirable heat treatment are of great practical importance.

Another important topic to be elaborated is the strengthening of UFG stainless steels.
This includes both the strength prediction for UFG steels in the as-processed conditions
and the stress—strain behavior of UFG steels during plastic deformation. The latter is
particularly important for various load-bearing structural applications. The revealed
relationships among a range of microstructural parameters open up a promising approach
to clarify the mechanical behavior of UFG stainless steels. It cannot be doubted that the
UFG stainless steels will continue arousing great interest among materials scientists and
mechanical engineers.
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