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Abstract: This study explores the problem of describing viscous fluid motion for Navier-Stokes equations
in curved channels, which is important in applications like hemodynamics and pipeline transport.
Channel curvature leads to vortex flows and closed vortex zones. Asymptotic models of the flux
problem are useful for describing viscous fluid motion in long pipes, thus considering geometric
parameters like pipe diameter and characteristic length. This study provides a representation for the
vorticity vector and energy dissipation in the flow problem for a curved channel, thereby determining
the magnitude of vorticity and energy dissipation depending on the channel’s central line curvature
and torsion. The accuracy of the asymptotic formulas are estimated in terms of small parameter powers.
Numerical calculations for helical tubes demonstrate the effectiveness of the asymptotic formulas.
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1. Introduction

The description of viscous fluid motion in a curved channel is a complex problem
in theoretical hydrodynamics [1] and has significant relevance in various applications,
such as hemodynamics [2—4] and pipeline transport [5]. Channel curvature leads to a
rearrangement of flow topology, the formation of vortex flows, and closed vortex zones.
To date, the only parameter determining the influence of weak channel curvature on the
nature of slow flow remains the Dean number [6]. This parameter is not universal and
does not define the complete map of flow regimes, particularly the appearance of vortex
zones in channels with different geometries. From a mathematical perspective, this is due
to the complexity of the Navier-Stokes equations when working with a curved channel
[7-9], and the boundary conditions can be formulated in terms of the vortex [10]. In this
situation, asymptotic models of flow problems are useful, thus describing the motion of
viscous fluid in long pipes. In this case, the small parameter is the ratio of the pipe diameter
to its characteristic length. For straight and long pipes with branching nodes, a developed
asymptotic theory exists [11], which has effective applications in mathematical medicine [4].
For curved pipes, the consideration of geometric parameters becomes important. Works
such as [12-14] have developed asymptotic theories of flow problems, thereby taking into
account the channel geometry through the curvature and torsion of the central axis of
the tube. These works provide asymptotic representations of the main flow parameters
(velocity and pressure) for both steady and unsteady motion and for different behaviors of
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the channel walls (rigid or elastic). In fluid dynamics, the resistance force and the energy
required for fluid propulsion are significant [6,8]. For a viscous fluid, the resistance force
is computed through the energy dissipation, which is represented by an integral over the
flow region of the square of the vorticity vector modulus [15-18].

In this study, using asymptotic theory, we provide a representation for the vorticity
vector in a curved tube in terms of small parameter powers. The aim of the paper is to
derive, on the basis of the paper [14], asymptotic formulas for the vorticity and drag, as well
as the dissipation energy of the flow in the flow problem for the Navier-Stokes equations
in a curved pipe. These formulas give uniform estimates of the deviation of the solution
from the exact one by a small parameter characterizing the pipe length. In these formulas,
with the following being very important, the influence of characteristic parameters (the
curvature and torsion of the pipe center line on the flow geometry) is explicitly taken into
account. The asymptotic representation of the solution allows us to explicitly separate
within it the components that depend on the geometry and the part that does not depend
on it. The latter is determined by the solution of the standard problems (3)—(5) in the pipe
cross-section. This representation is important for determining the influence on the flow
of both the cross-section and the pipe curvature, which determines the intensity of vortex
formation. The value of the dissipation energy allows us to calculate the additional work
that must be expended to pump the fluid through a curved pipe compared to a straight
pipe. This problem is important in technological applications. The numerical calculation
of the problem of flow in a helicoidal pipe of circular cross-section performed using the
ANSYS package allows us to evaluate the quality of the approximation of the solution
using asymptotic formulas and is of interest as a basis for solving more complex problems.
The application of asymptotic formulas is simpler and requires less computational cost
compared to 3D modeling. The calculations performed in this paper show the effectiveness
of asymptotic formulas.

The paper is organized as follows. The introduction gives a description of the flow
problem for the Navier—Stokes equations in a curved pipe. In Sections 2 and 3, the formu-
lation of the flow problem for a curved pipe according to the Frenet-Serret basis and the
general structure of the asymptotic formulas are given. In Section 4, the main results of
[14] regarding the derivation of asymptotic formulas for velocity and pressure are given
in sufficient detail to close the presentation, in view of the cumbersome nature of the
key formulas. In Section 5, we formulate the problem of calculating resistance in viscous
fluid flow. It is reduced to the calculation of the viscous dissipation energy of the flow.
The main results of the paper, consisting of asymptotic formulas for the velocity vortex
and dissipation energy in a curved pipe, are formulated and proved. They determine the
explicit dependence of these quantities on the curvature and torsion of the center line of the
tube. Sections 6 and 7, on the one hand, illustrate the application of the obtained formulas
to the special case of helicoidal tubes with circular cross-sections and different values of
curvature and torsion. Explicit formulas for the velocity and vortex dissipation energy
are given, and a visualization of the flow is constructed. On the other hand, numerical
calculations using the ANSYS package demonstrate the good quality of the asymptotic
formulas and the possibility of their application for solving practical problems with lower
costs in comparison to 3D calculations.

2. Tube Geometry

Let us provide a general formulation of the problem according to the work of [14].
Let ¥ be a smooth curve (central line of the tube), which is parameterized by arc length
y1 € [0,¢], and let ¢ : [0, £] — R? be its natural parameterization:

v={ey1):y1 €104}
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At each point ¢(y1), y1 € [0, /] of the curve 7, we define the curvature x(y1) = |¢” (y1)|
and the Frenet-Serret frame:

1
ap) = ) 9"(n)
W)= 1oyl = Fiyn)
b(y1) = t(y1) x n(y1);

where t, n, and b are the tangent vector, normal vector, and binormal vector, respectively.
We denote the torsion of the curve y with T(y1) = —|b’(y1)|, and we write the Frenet-Serret
equations expressing the change of the basis along the curve v:

For a smooth domain S C R? (cross-section) and a small parameter 0 < ¢ < 1, we
define the undeformed straight tube:

Te ={y = (y1,y2,y3) € R?:y1 € [0,4], (v2,y3) € S}

Introducing the notations zo = y»/¢ and z3 = y3/¢, we require the fulfillment of the
standard assumption:

/szszZ3 = /Z3d22d23 =0,
S S

which means that the origin “O” is located at the center of gravity of the cross-section S.
Assuming that
ediam$ [x(y1)|r=(0,0) <1, 1)

we define the mapping ® : T, — R3 as

@(y1) = ¢(y1) +yan(y1) +ysb(y1).

Let us note that det(V®) = 1 — ypx(y ), and therefore, assumption (1) implies the
injectivity of the mapping ®. Thus, a bent tube with the central line y and the cross-section
&S is defined by the following formula:

P, = ®(T,).

The mapping ® bends the straight tube T, and transforms it into the bent tube P;. It should
be noted that the curve v is located at the center of gravity of each cross-section of the tube,
which explains the term “central line”. We denote the beginning and the end of the tube as
2{ and X5, respectively:

TE = @(0xeS), 5 =Dl xeS).

We denote the boundary of the tube as I'e = ®(]0, ¢[x€dS) and the cross-section of the tube
at point y; as Se(y1) = ®(y1 X €S). Figure 1 shows the tube and its center line with the
notations introduced above.
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Figure 1. The tube P, and its central line 7.

3. Equations

The steady flow of viscous incompressible fluid flowing in the tube P; is described by
the Navier-Stokes equations [8,19]:

—uVut + (u*A)u + Vp* =0,
divu = 0, 2)
u*=0onT,, u*=gfonkXf, i=1,2.

We assume that the given velocity values at the inlet and outlet of the tube, ¢{ and &5,
respectively, have the following form:

/

10 = (£ )100) + g7 (£ )n(0) + g8 (£ )bi0), where x = ©(0,/), ' = (230),

! /
) = 5 (£ )t + (£ )n(0) + (% )bl0), wherex = (6,3, ¥/ = (v2.32)
In order to ensure the well-posedness of the boundary problem, we assume that the
functions of prescribed velocities g§, ¢ € H}(S), and a = t,n, b, satisfy the compatibility
condition:

0 = /Sgﬁ(22,23)d22d23 = /Sgé(zz,z;;)dzzdz;;.

Note that the condition g& = 0 on 9§ is necessary for the existence of a solution from the
space H! x L2. In physical terms, the relevant and measurable quantity is the flow rate
6 =& 2 [ t- g Inthe paper [14], it was proved that the global behavior of the flow in a
bending tube is determined by the flow rate 8. Moreover, it was shown in this paper that the
influence of the inflow and outflow velocities for g is only present in small neighborhoods
at the ends of the tube, thus meaning that two flows with different inflow and outflow
velocities for ¢f and the same flow rate 6 differ only in some small regions near the tube
ends.

4. Asymptotic Solution

In this section, we present the asymptotic solution of Equation (2). For the sake of
completeness, we briefly describe the proof of this result. For a more complete derivation of
the asymptotic solution of Equation (2) and proof of the orders of asymptotic convergence,
we refer to [14]. Note that the tube parametrization can be read as x = F((,z'), { = z1/¢.
This allows one to identify the small parameter as the dimensionless diameter of the
tube cross-section. First, we define three auxiliary differential problems on the axial
cross-section S:
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—pAw =1inS, w =0onds, 3)
— HAx =2z —3ya—w inS, x =00nd5s, (4)
822
2
N 8<w—4y> B(w—i;>
—pAv+ Vg =2pu| — 923 , 93

®)

212
= 2pcurl in§,
4y

divo =0in S, v = 0 on dS.

Note that all unknown functions w, x, v = (v2,v3), and g depend on the variables
z/ = (z,23), and the Laplace, divergence, and curl operators are applied accordingly.
By solving the boundary problem (3), we define two constants that will appear in the
asymptotic solution:

w = / z—y/|Vw )|?dz’ >0,
p:/szzw(z )dz' :y/SZQWw (z')|%dZ.

Theorem 1 ([14]). The first-order approximation of the solution of the Navier—Stokes equations (2)
in the bent tube P, has the following form:

W0(x) = Gw(y')twl), x= o),

w &€

(6)
0
pg(x) = —51/1-

This is the Poiseuille flow solution, which describes the flow corresponding to a given flow rate 6. Its
convergence order is ¢, except for some neighborhood near ¥5:

1

V[P
1
V[P
where PO = P, N {6 < y; < £ — 6} and C are constants that are independent of e.

The second-order approximation of the solution of the Navier-Stokes equations (2) in the bent
tube P, has the following form:

|uf — u2|L2(Pg) <Ce¢ V§>0,

|£2P£ - PS‘LZ(pg‘)/R <Ce V6>0,

) = 2 {ex

<
o
<

o =

) y2+€£ <y/)}7<(]/1)t(y1)+
) =) betwmt+
>+y ( >}(WWW)

i) e ["e(@e+ 2 Let(L).

(7)

U3

oS m =

at
gt
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The sum of the first- and second-order approximations u® + u} has a convergence order of €/2,

except for some neighborhood near X:

1
V| Pel
1 2 ¢ 0

8 —
\/W| e

The sum of the first- and second-order approximations for the velocity gradient Vu® has a conver-
gence order of €'/2:

|ué — u? Iszo < Ceve, V6>0,

- P},|L2(pg)/R < Ceve, V6>0.

1

VIR

Now, we schematically describe the proof of this result. The idea is to attach a
curvilinear coordinate system to each point P; and express the Navier-Stokes equations (2)
using these coordinates [20]. First, we define and write down all the auxiliary mathematical
objects [21] that will be used to express the Navier-Stokes equations (2) in the curvilinear
coordinate system for the case of a bent tube P; = ®(T;). The covariant basis, defined by
the mapping @, contains the vector a;(y) = 0®/dy;, and in our case, it takes the following
form:

Vi =V (ug + ug)|2psy < CVe, W6 > 0. (8)

ai(y) = [1 —yax(y)]t(y1) = yat(y)n(y1) +y27(y1)b(y1), a2(y) = 1), as(y) = b(y)-
The covariant metric tensor [G;; = g;; = a; - a; is given by the following:
—2ypK + Y3k + BT 3T —YsT T

Gly) =1+ —yat 0o 0|
T 0 0

and the metric g(y) = detG(y) = [1 — y2x(y1)]?. The contravariant basis a’ is defined by

the condition a’ - a i = 51‘]'/ and in the case of a bent tube, it takes the following form:

¥3T(y1)

a(9) = =), 22) = ) + 200N, 22) = bi) - E0 )

Thus, the contravariant metric tensor [G;; = ¢l = a' - al is given by the following:

%

_ 1|1 YT —1aT
Gly) = Nl R v3T>  —yysT?
—1T —pysT AT
To determine the covariant derivative V, we also need to compute the Christoffel symbols
Fl =a (o a;/9y;). In this case, the Christoffel symbols are symmetric in the lower indices,

where l"f = Fl.l.. Due to the definition of the contravariant and covariant basis, there are
several zero Christoffel symbols:

r13*r22 1“32:1“33 *rzzfrzs *r33 *Fls *rzzfrza *r33 =0,

and the nonzero symbols have the following expressions in terms of the curvature x and
torsion T:
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1 1
r%l = 7(KT]/3 - K/yZ)/ F%Z ==K

V8 V8

1 1
T =gx— Ty —Tys+ ﬁ(m’yzys +x77y3), T = Nk Iy =-1,

1 1
I3 = o’ — 37> + —=(T6'y5 — yoyaT°k), T3y =T+ —KTY>.

V8 V8

The remaining nonzero Christoffel symbols can be expressed in terms of the curvature
x and torsion T as follows:

I, =0(e), I, =—«x+0(e),
I, =x+0(), T3, =0(), Ti=-T, )
13, =0(s), T, =1+0().

The given text provides important information about the asymptotic behavior of the
contravariant metric tensor G(y) and the Christoffel symbols T i‘] Considering that y, =

O(e) and y3 = O(e), we have the following expressions for the contravariant metric tensor:

2ZpK  z3T —2ZoT
z3T 0 0
—zt 0 0

Gly)=I+e +0(¢%), (10)

where I represents the identity matrix, and « and t are coefficients related to the curvature
and torsion of the tube.
The Christoffel symbols Fi-‘j are given by the following expressions:
T =0(e), Ti=-x+0(),
I =x+0(e), TI,=0(), Ti=-7,
[} =0(e), T =T1+0()
This information allows us to derive the approximation representations (6) and (7).
Let (uf,p°) € H'(P:) x L?(P./R) be a solution of the Navier-Stokes equations (2). We
introduce the notations:

Ue(y) = u(x), Pe(y) = p(x), wherex = O(y),

and we express the velocity vector components in the contravariant basis:

U =U - a'.

Then, the Navier-Stokes equations (2) in curvilinear coordinates y; (see [20]) for the
curved tube P, can be written as follows:

P

—£ =0,

9Yi (11)
Vui=0, inT, (=1,23,

—ug IV ViU + U UL+ g

where a summation convention is applied to the repeated lower and upper indices. The
covariant derivative V; in this case acts on the vector field ¢! according to the following
formula:

ou!

Vil = 5
1

{7 1k
+ThUE.

We seek the asymptotic expansion for (U!, P;) in the following form:
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Ui(y) =Us(y1,2) +elhi(y,Z') +..., i=1,2,3,
1 1 , , (12)
Pe(y) = ZPoyn) + - Pily1,2) + Palyn,2) +
— AUy — (—3xa§z’0, 21 ?fjg 27%23 ) +
(%% + 2Kxz5 37?/01/%7;22 +Tzzap7°1,%—7;32—rz 29yr ) 0, inT,
diVZ/ L[l =0, inT,

U =0, on ]0,£[xS
where 2 = (z3,23), divy V = %lj + %, and Ay V = aZV + BZV for the vector function
vV = (V,Vv2,V3). By sequentially solving these differentlal problems, we obtain the
velocity components U, U] in the contravariant basis and the pressure Py, P1, P> from
expansion (12):

U ) = T, Uz =0 € =25,

0
/ P —
730(]/1/Z ) - wylr
U, ) = 2 [x(@) ~ Pol@)|x), Upn,2) = ould) Selyn), @ =23
1 7 w w 7 1 7 w 7 77

7)1(]/112/) = E 0
n_9 y
Pa(y1,2') = wT(yl)LI( )

where z' = (z3,2z3) = (2, £). Now we obtain the asymptotic solution of the Navier-Stokes
Equations (2) in the Frenet-Serret basis t, n, b by multiplying the velocities by the covariant
basis a;:

ue(x) = Lléai +U{ai,
pe(x) = Po+ Py + Pa.

We group the terms according to the corresponding powers of ¢ to express them as
follows:

Y2 U3 Y2 Y3

us(x) (]/1/ ,*)—'—81/[ (yl,?,?)—f-...,
pi(x) = zpo(ylfyz By o, 2, ) 4, 2, ) 4

and we obtain the approximate solutions of first (6) and second (7) order of the Navier—
Stokes Equations (2) in the curved tube P;. The proof of the corresponding convergence
orders is presented in [14].

5. Calculation of Vorticity

The drag force T in the problem of viscous fluid flow can be computed using the
following formula [6]:

T= —/Fuoo(ve(u) —pl)-nds, (13)

where e(u) = Vu + (Vu)T, v is the kinematic viscosity of the fluid, and p is the pressure.
The fluid occupies a volume Qf, I' = dQ)¢ is the boundary, and 7 is the normal to the
boundary. 1 is the fluid velocity at the inlet of the channel. In fluid dynamics books [6] and
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in rigorous mathematical formulations [15], it has been proven that for an incompressible
fluid, the formula (13) follows the expression for drag as a volume integral:

v

_Vv 2
=3 o, le(u)|“dx. (14)

In more complex channel geometries, such as a curved channel with an aneurysmal ex-
pansion or constriction, vortical zones are formed in the flow. The maintenance of these
vortical structures requires additional energy (14).

For the given asymptotic model, let us derive an asymptotic approximation for the
vorticity w®(x) = rot u®.

Theorem 2. The first-order approximation of the vorticity for the solution of the Navier—Stokes
equations (2) in the curved tube P; has the following form:

The second-order approximation of the vorticity for the solution of the Navier-Stokes equations (2)
in the curved tube P, has the following form:

w | 0zp 0z
0 dx pow
+ w{ 9zs waZ}K(yl)”(yl) +
9 nN_9x  pow _
+ {20 - 4 L2 bembin), x= o

The sum of the first- and second-order approximations for the vorticity rot u® has a convergence
order of €'/2, except for a small neighborhood near the ends of the tube X&:

1

VIP]

Proof of Theorem 2. Similarly to the notation in Theorem 1, we introduce the notation for
the vorticity of u®:

|w€ - (wg +wg)|L2(pg) < C\/g, Vo > 0.

Qe (y) = w'(x), wherex = d(y),

and we write the components of the vorticity vector (), in the contravariant basis as follows:
Oe(y) = e(y) "

We seek the asymptotic expansion of the vorticity in the following form:

. 1 . . .

Qly) = [0, 2, 2) + 04, 2, D)+, i=128,
€ e’ € e’ €

This form is natural considering the form of the asymptotic expansion of velocity (12) and

the rules of differentiation 9/9dy, = (1/€)d/0z4, « = 2,3. We use the well-known formula

for computing the vorticity in curvilinear coordinates [20]:

QF = (rotUe)" = g"e;ug™Vuldy, (15)

where ¢;j is the Levi-Civita tensor, including the factor /g, and Z/lgk are the contravariant
coordinates of the velocity vector. Taking into account the asymptotic expansion (10) of the
contravariant metric tensor G(y) and expanding the formula (15), we have the following:
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Of = Valf? — VaU? +O(e),
O = VUl — VU3 +O(e),
02 = ViU? — VUl +0(e).

By substituting the contravariant coordinates of the velocity’s asymptotic expansion [15],
we have the following;:

UL, ) = () e [x() — L) x(y) +O),
U (yr,2') = egva(Z’)r(yl) +0(%), a=23,

and using the Christoffel symbols (9), we obtain the asymptotic expansion of the vorticity
in the contravariant basis:

6 (dvs OJv
1_ Y 3 . 2 /
0t = 2 (52 - 52+ 20() ) o) + 0L,
Q2_198w 9(8}( p Jw

35— L2 xln) + 00) (16)

ewodzy  w

e

ewozy w 9zy w0z

160w 6 d 9
O +(2w(z’) _Sx L P w)K(yl) +O(e).

By multiplying the contravariant coordinates of the vorticity vector (16) by the covariant
basis a; and rearranging the terms, we obtain the asymptotic expansion of the vorticity in
the basis t, n, b for the curved tube P;:

0 [ du3 _ vy /
W, = w{azz 9% + 2w(z )}T(m)t(yl) +
16 ow 0fox pow
+ g;an(]ﬂ) + w{ 0z3 woz3 }K(y1)n(y1) -
16 ow 0 N OX , pow

An estimate of the order of convergence follows from an estimate of the order of conver-
gence for the asymptotic expansion of the velocity gradient (8):

1
7

ol = (2 +ud) ) <
€
1 1

V1P| V1P

The transformations in the inequalities follow from the fact that the rotor operation contains
only a part of the derivatives of the gradient operation. [

| — (@ + wg)\m(pg) =

E

<

[V — (u +ug)]|2poy = [Vt =V (ud +ug)|2p0) < CVe, V5> 0.

For a viscous incompressible fluid flow, an important characteristic is the complete
dissipation of mechanical energy [19], which depends on the intensity of the vortex w®
inside the region P. From (14), we obtain

W:4‘u/ w(x)|? dx
P

where W is the dissipation energy, u is the dynamic viscosity, and w is the vortex vector. In
this model, the dissipation energy W has the order of convergence ¢, which follows from
the previous theorem:
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‘4#/135 |w*[* dx — 4p /p& (0 + w})|Pdx| < C?|P:|4pe.

Thus, we have obtained an asymptotic approximation of the dissipation energy W for the
tube P?.

6. Circular Cross-Section

For a circular tube, the auxiliary Poisson and Stokes problems (3)—(5) can be solved
explicitly, and then we can obtain explicit formulas for the asymptotic approximation of
the velocity vector, pressure and vortex vector. Consider a tube that in each axial section
will have a circle of radius R, i.e.,

S=5(0,R) = {x € R?: |x| < R}.
The solution for the auxiliary differential boundary value problem (3)
—uAw =1inS(0,R), w =00ndS(0,R)

can be found explicitly, and in the polar coordinates z, = rcos ¢ and z3 = rsin ¢, it is

written as
1,.2 _ RZ

4
Then, the auxiliary constants w and p are respectively equal to

w(r, ¢) = -

R4
w= wz’dz’:ﬂ—, :/zwz’dz':O.
JweiE =Ten = [ o)
For the second auxiliary differential boundary value problem (4)
ow
—UAx =2zp — 3y§ inS(0,R), x =00ndS(0,R)
2

we have the solution .
X(r,¢) = f@(r‘q’ — R%r)cos ¢.

Differential problem (5), taking into account the found function w, takes the form

—uAv+ Vg =(2z3,—22z7) in S(0,R),
divo =0in S(0,R), v =00n dS(0,R).

Moving back to the polar coordinates, we obtain a unique solution in the form
v (1, ¢) = —i(rg’ — R*r)sing, wvs(r,¢) = i(1’3 — R%*r)cos ¢, q=0.
7 4]/[ 7 7 4]/{ 7

By substituting the solutions of auxiliary problems (3)—(5) into formula (6) and then the
first-order approximations for velocity and pressure in a tube with a circular section of
radius R, we obtain

6 r2—R?
0= —2_ Tt(yl)/

61

0 _
Pe = *Sﬂgﬁy 1-

u

As noted above, this is the Poiseuille flow in a round straight tube [8,19]; the pressure
gradient in this case is V p = —(8v0)/(7tR*). The first term of the velocity approximation
u? has a parabolic velocity profile. In Figure 2 on the left is the velocity profile of the first
term of the velocity approximation u; on the right are the surface level lines of the velocity
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profile . Figure 2 describes the approximation of the velocity profile in a thin round
straight tube.

— 965 S1.1 858 804 e | 69.7
— 643 59.0 5316 —— 482 —— 429 —— 375
320 ——168 ——:014: ——161 ——-10:7 536

Figure 2. The velocity profile for the first term of the velocity approximation is u?. The color indicates
the magnitude of the velocity value, with blue indicating low velocity values and red indicating high
velocity values.

Similarly, we substitute the solutions of the problems (3)—(5) into formula (7) and
obtain a second-order approximation for the velocity and pressure in a tube with a circular
section of radius R:

1 30 (r*— R?r)cos ¢
uE

= —?—EETK(%”(%)/
pg =0.

Thus, for a circular tube, the second term of the approximation of the velocity vector u}

contains only the component with the tangent vector t, since the coefficients before the
normal n and the binormal b are zero. As a consequence, the velocity vector in the first and
second approximation does not depend on the torsion 7 of the center line +.

In the presence of the curvature of the central line of the tube x # 0, the second term of
the velocity approximation is not zero: u} # 0. In Figure 3 on the left is the velocity profile
of the second term of the velocity approximation u/; on the right are the surface level lines
of the velocity profile u}. The presence of curvature in a circular tube deflects the velocity
flow toward the outer wall of the tube. The flow rate increases on one side and decreases
on the other. These are the well-known Dean vortices [6] in hydrodynamics.

N
)

638 380 503 426 —— 349
271 — 194 —— 117 —— 0394 —— —0379
—— =15 =192 — 270 —— =347 —— =424
—5.02 =579:0——:—656

Figure 3. Velocity profile for the second term of the velocity approximation u! at ¥ = 1. The color
indicates the magnitude of the velocity value, with blue indicating low velocity values and red
indicating high velocity values.
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The approximation of the velocity u¢ with the order of convergence £3/2 is calculated

as the sum of the first and second approximations u, = u? + u}. In Figure 4, a velocity
profile is presented to approximate the velocity 1, = u? + u} in the section of a curved tube.
The surface is shown on the left, and the surface level lines are shown on the right. The
velocity profile is calculated for the cross-section of a circular tube with curvature x = 1
and torsion T = 1.

— 973 — 919 — 865 703
— 049 59.5 S AR T 433 = 378
32— 20 =216l —— 102 ——=10.8 541

811 235

Figure 4. Velocity profile for velocity approximation 1, = ug + ug for curved tube, where ¥k = 1 and
T = 1. The color indicates the magnitude of the velocity value, with blue indicating low velocity
values and red indicating high velocity values.

Similarly, for the vortex vector, we substitute the solutions of the problems (3)—(5)
into the formulas for the first and second approximations of the vortex vector. The first-
order approximation for a vortex in a tube with a circular cross-section of radius R is

represented as
40 rsing 40 rcos¢
o__=Y% i
We = e RA n(y1>+ e RA b(]/l)/

and the second-order approximation for a vortex in a tube with a circular section of radius
R has the form

107
W, = 4%ﬁ7(y1)t(y1)—

0 % cos ¢ sin ¢
- ETK(%)“(%)‘*‘

16 (6 +7cos2¢)r? + R?
+ 7 RA k(y1)b(y1)-

Figure 5 represents the surface of the vortex vector approximation module |w;| =
|w? + w]| in the section of a straight thin tube, i.e., the curvature of ¥ = 0 and the torsion
T = 0. The vortex takes the smallest value in the center of the tube; its greatest value is
reached at the walls of the tube. These facts are consistent with real observations of fluid
movement in straight tubes.

The approximation of the vortex w® with the order of convergence '/~ is calculated as
the sum of the first and second approximations of the vortex vector we = w? + wl. As we
can see, the vortex vector, unlike the velocity vector, contains all three components t, n, and
b and depends on both the torsion T and the curvature x of the center line .

Figure 6 represents the surface of the vortex vector approximation module |we| =
|w? 4 wl| in a section of a curved tube. The surface is shown on the left; the surface level
lines are shown on the right. The approximation modulus of the vortex vector |w;| is
calculated for the section of a circular tube with curvature x = 1 and torsion T = 1.

1/2
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Figure 5. Vortex vector approximation modulus |we| = |w? 4 w}| for a straight thin tube. Color
indicates the values of vortex vector modulus, with blue indicating low values of vortex vector

modulus and red indicating high values.

02 01 [ —— 1130 —— 1060 —— 1000 —— 939 —— 876 —— 814
el 02 02 — 751 —— 689 —— 626 —— 564 —— 501 —— 439
— 376 —— 314 251 —— 189 —— 126 —— 639

Figure 6. Velocity profile for velocity approximation u, = u? + u! and the vortex vector approxima-
tion module |we| = |w? + w]| for curved tube, where ¥ = 1 and T = 1. Color indicates the values of
vortex vector modulus, with blue indicating low values of vortex vector modulus and red indicating
high values.

As noted earlier, the presence of curvature and torsion significantly deflects the fluid
flow. Both the velocity profile and the vortex vector module are rebuilt.

Consider that a round tube of length ¢ with a curvature x(y;) and a torsion 7(y; ) has
a constant radius of the section, i.e., the radius of R does not depend on y;. Calculate the
integral of P; from the square of the modulus of the vortex vector w:

5 l 9 2 R 5
W:4y/P€|w8| :4y/0 <s/0 /o T |we drdc]))dyl—

02 (80 ,53 (L, ,16 ¢
VnRZ(RZ +e s Jo K (y1)dy1 + e ?/o T (yl)dyl)-

The first term of the dissipation energy W corresponds to a round straight tube; the second
and third terms of the dissipation energy W correspond to the additional energy arising
due to the presence of the curvature x and torsion T of the center line -y of the curved tube.

Now, for a circular tube, we can explicitly calculate the velocity vector, pressure, and
vortex vector. Note that these values are different for different sections only if the curvature
values « differ from the torsion T at the points of the curve <y of these sections. Illustrative
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examples of the velocity profile u, and the modulus of the vortex vector w, were presented
for a helical circular tube with a cross-section radius R. The fluid flow rate 6 in the initial
and final section of the tube is set and constant.

7. Numerical Calculation

For a straight tube with a constant cross-section R, the normalized dissipation energy
has the form
4 0> 8¢ 1
— YRRV
where V is the volume of a straight tube. For helicoidal pipes with a constant cross-section
R of the normalized dissipation energy up to terms with &2, they have the form

Whorm (17)

6> (80 53 16 1
Waorm = 4pi—o7 (122 + ezzsz + 523726) g (18)
where V is the volume of a helical tube with a curvature « and torsion 7. Table 1 presents
the characteristics of pipes for which the normalized dissipation energy W, will be
calculated next. Note that we identify the small parameter as the dimensionless diameter
of the tube cross-section.

Table 1. Designations and characteristics of pipes.

Notation Cur‘;;;::re T Torsion x, 1/m Length £, m S(Ie{cé’:?oirl:sls;
C16T8 16 8 2.24 0.02
Cl6T4 16 4 4.12 0.02

C8T4 8 4 224 0.02
Straight Tube 0 0 1 0.02

Let us calculate the normalized dissipation energy for pipes from the Table 1 using the
formulas of (17) and (18). Calculations were carried out for various values of the velocity
v in the initial section of the tube, the flow rate in the initial section § = 7tR?v, and the
viscosity of blood py = 0.004 Pa-s, with a fluid density of p = 1060 kg/m?3. Table 2 contains
the values of the normalized dissipation energy W, calculated using the asymptotic
formulas of (17) and (18).

Table 2. The values of Wj,y,y; calculated using asymptotic formulas.

Input Velocity v, m/s C16T8 C16T4 C8T4 Straight Tube
0.1 3.6 3.6 3.3 3.2
0.3 32.5 322 29.7 28.8
0.5 90.4 89.4 82.6 80.0
0.7 177.2 175.2 161.9 156.8

To confirm the accuracy of the asymptotic formulas, we performed a numerical calcu-
lation of the normalized dissipation energy using the ANSYS program. Table 3 contains the
values of the normalized dissipation energy W, calculated using the ANSYS program.
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Table 3. The values of Wj,o;; calculated using the ANSYS program.

Input Velocity v, m/s C16T8 C16T4 C8T4 Straight Tube
0.1 3.7 3.7 3.5 3.3
0.3 32.9 32.2 29.9 28.7
0.5 94.5 91.1 88.2 80.6
0.7 166.7 164.3 156.8 157.3

Figure 7 presents the difference in percentages of the normalized dissipation energy
Whorm calculated using the asymptotic formulas of (17) and (18) and using the ANSYS

program.

0.1 0.3 0.5 0.7

8%
6%

4%

2%

0% -
2% I

-4%

-6%

-8%
HCl6T8 mC8T4 Cl6T4 StraightTube

Figure 7. The percentage of W,y calculated using asymptotic formulas and W, calculated using
the ANSYS package.

Figure 8 presents the values of the normalized dissipation energy W, calculated
using the asymptotic formulas of (17) and (18) and the ANSYS program.

The above calculations show that the asymptotic formulas for calculating the normal-
ized dissipation energy Wi, are quite accurate. The difference in the values of Wy
calculated using asymptotic formulas and in the ANSYS package is no more than 6%. For
initial velocities in the range from 0.1 to 0.5 m/s, the asymptotic formulas gave lower values
of the dissipation energy compared to the values calculated using the ANSYS program.
And for initial speeds of more than 0.5 m/s, the opposite trend was observed. This is due
to the fact that with an increase in the characteristic flow velocity, the Reynolds number
(Re) increases, and the transition from a laminar flow type to a turbulent one is carried
out. For blood-type fluid, the viscosity of the liquid came out to y = 0.004 Pa-s, and
the fluid density came out to p = 1060 kg/m?>. The Reynolds number for the considered
tubes with blood-type fluid has the form Re ~ v -10*. Similarly, the Dean number is
(Dy) =20 +/x- 102. So, for the calculated values of Re and D, at v > 0.3 m/s, we can
probably already talk about the turbulent flow regime of the fluid.
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Figure 8. Values of W, calculated using asymptotic formulas and Wy, calculated using the
ANSYS package.

8. Conclusions

This study employed asymptotic theory to investigate the behavior of fluid flow in a
curved tube. The main contributions of this research include providing representations for
the vorticity vector and the energy dissipation in terms of small parameter powers. These
formulas enable us to determine the magnitude of vorticity and energy dissipation, which
are influenced by the curvature and torsion of the central axis of the channel.

Moreover, the accuracy of the asymptotic formulas was assessed by estimating their
performance in terms of small parameter powers. Notably, numerical calculations were
conducted for a flow problem in a helical tube, thereby considering various curvature
and torsion values. The results of these calculations demonstrate the effectiveness of the
asymptotic formulas.

This study underscores the significance of both curvature and torsion in the central
axis of the channel in relation to vortex formation and energy dissipation. By considering
these geometric parameters, insights into the flow behavior and characteristics can be
gained. The obtained theoretical representations and their validation through numerical
calculations contribute to a better understanding of the fluid motion in curved channels.
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