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Abstract: In the development process of intelligent construction, the safety assessment of prestressed
steel structures as an important research direction has become more and more attractive in academia.
Digital twins (DTs) is the key technology to realize intelligent construction. The virtual and real
interaction of the DTs can provide an efficient management and control mechanism for the construc-
tion process. This research proposes an intelligent safety assessment method of prestressed steel
structures based on DTs. In this research method, the structural safety assessment is divided into two
aspects: performance analysis and maintenance. By analyzing the characteristics of the construction
safety assessment, a DTs framework for construction safety assessment is built. Driven by the DTs
framework, a physical space model and a virtual space model are constructed. On the basis of virtual
and actual interaction, multidimensional information fusion of time and space is carried out to realize
the analysis of structural safety performance. On this basis, the paper establishes a Bow-tie model for
the maintenance modeling of unsafe construction events. Moreover, the theoretical method formed is
applied to the construction of a symmetrical structure (wheel–spoke cable truss). The validity of the
method is verified by comparing the cable force calculated by the theoretical method and measured
on site. The assessment method driven by the DTs ensures the structural safety and improves the
intelligence level of safety management and control of the structure construction.

Keywords: digital twin; prestressed steel structure; construction process; safety assessment; intelli-
gent construction

1. Introduction

In recent years, the construction industry is gradually developing towards digital-
ization, informatization, and intelligence [1]. The construction safety of prestressed steel
structures is a widespread concern in the engineering field. Under the continuous progress
of science and technology, the construction technology level of prestressed steel structures
has been significantly improved. Facing the construction process, many new technolo-
gies, new processes, and new equipment have emerged. The structural deformation of
prestressed steel structures is often the reverse to the deformation under load, so that the
structural stiffness is improved. Therefore, it is commonly used in significant buildings,
such as large stadiums [2]. Structural construction has the characteristics of complex links
and numerous abnormal disturbance factors. Improving the accuracy and intelligence
level of the safety assessment of the prestressed steel structure will directly reflect the
construction ability of the country. Besides, safety control of the prestressed steel structure
construction process has also become a hot topic in the research field of civil engineering.
This study uses the mechanical parameters of the structure as an important basis for mea-
suring the safety performance. Through the analysis of mechanical parameters, intelligent
control of construction safety is realized.
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For the structural construction safety control, researchers have developed various
approaches to improve the accuracy of the analysis. Wang et al. [3] focused on the analysis
of cable force, which is the most active parameter in the construction process of spatial
structure prestressed cables. In the whole process of prestressed cable tension, the safety
of the construction process of the structure is ensured by analyzing the cable force. To
ensure the stability of the cable dome structure in the construction process, Zhang et al. [4]
proposed a kind of square double-strut cable dome structure. This structure effectively
improved the safety control precision of the structure tension process. Liu et al. [5] ob-
tained the reliability index of the cable by the response surface method and the Monte
Carlo method, and then analyzed the influence of cable relaxation on structural reliability.
The research results provide a basis for safety assessment of the wheel–spoke cable truss
structure when prestress loss occurs. Bai et al. [6] investigated the seismic behavior of
steel beam–column connections with an outer annular stiffener under bi-directional cyclic
loadings. The seismic performance is analyzed to ensure the safety performance of the
structure, which provides a reference for the normal operation of the structure under
complex loads. Liu et al. [7] studied the dynamic response of a typical umbrella membrane
structure under heavy rainfall by experimental and numerical methods. They put forward
suggestions on the safety and structural stability of the membrane structure. Basta et al. [8]
studied the quantitative evaluation of the decomposability of the cable-net structure based
on building information modeling (BIM). Alamdari et al. [9] proposed a new damage iden-
tification technology for the safety performance evaluation of long-span spatial structures
based on the concept of rotation influence line (RIL). This method effectively improves the
efficiency of structural safety performance evaluation. Bera et al. [10] studied the active
control of the safety performance of long-span cable-stayed bridges. Two finite element
(FE) modeling schemes are adopted, namely one-element cables and multi-element cables,
with each stay-cable discretized into multiple elements to consider the cable vibration
effect. Considering that the long-span cable will vibrate under different weather conditions,
D’Auteuil et al. [11] developed a new type of wind- and rain-induced vibration test.

In summary, experts and scholars of civil engineering have performed a lot of research
and exploration in structural safety assessment. However, these studies only focus on the
performance of the structure in a certain construction stage, ignoring the dynamics and
uncertainty of the construction process. Therefore, it is necessary to integrate multidimen-
sional information of the structure to solve the problem of real-time safety analysis during
the whole construction process. How to integrate multi-source heterogeneous information
in time and space dimensions to improve the intelligence of safety performance assessment
is still in the exploratory stage. The above-mentioned issues require real-time analysis of
structural mechanical properties and effective maintenance of construction unsafe events.
Meantime, how to improve the intelligence of construction safety assessment of prestressed
steel structures is a new direction of current research [12]. In order to improve the intelli-
gence of safety assessment, it is a requisite to realize multidimensional information fusion
in the construction process. Through the intuitive mapping of the virtual space to the actual
construction, the construction of the physical world is guided by the simulation model. By
analyzing the virtual model, each step of the construction is ensured to be in a safe state.
In order to improve the intelligence of the safety assessment, the dynamic perception of
each stage should be realized, and the real-time simulation and analysis of the structure
can be carried out from the virtual space. The maintenance measures for unsafe incidents
are developed based on the analysis results. The feasibility of decision-making is analyzed
in the virtual space and accurately guides the entire construction process. Finally, the
intelligent closed-loop control of structural safety is realized. In intelligent manufacturing,
digital twins (DTs) are the key enabling technology to achieve multi-source information
fusion. The introduction of DTs from manufacturing to the construction industry will
provide new ideas for the intelligent construction of structures [13,14].

DT establishes a multidimensional dynamic virtual model within multi-spatial scale,
multi-time scale, and multi-physical entities through digitization. The virtual model can
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simulate the attributes, behaviors, and performances in the real environment [15]. DTs
have the characteristics of rapid information exchange and extensive representation of
live scenes. DTs are not only widely utilized in the practical construction area but are
also applied by researchers in the investigation as one of the necessary parts. Professor
Grieves of the University of Michigan formally proposed the concept of DTs in 2003 [16].
The virtual digital model of twins can abstractly map the performance of physical entities
by simulating the state and behavior of products. Yu et al. [17] provided new method
based on DTs technology and machine learning for accurately and timely predicting
pavement performance. The new method solved the problem of pavement performance
evaluation. In spite of the difficulty for a single enterprise to achieve large-scale and
personalized task requirements, Tao et al. [18] pointed out that by manufacturing service
collaboration, driven by DTs technology and industrial Internet platforms, cross-enterprise
manufacturing collaboration was realized. Combined with the visual question-answering
technology in artificial intelligence, Wang et al. [19] applied the digital twin model to
human–computer collaboration tasks. This progress created the possibility for real-time
simulation and optimization and formed an on-demand intelligent service system. Ruppert
et al. [20] proposed a DTs model by combining the advantages of information fusion
and real-time location systems. The DTs model can continuously predict the production
status and provide information for production performance monitoring. Gopalakrishnan
et al. [21] pointed out that manufacturing requires digital transformation. They created a DT
model-based feature information network (MFIN), which realized the digital description
of components or systems. Thus, DT is widely used in the manufacturing industry and
can effectively improve the intelligence level of manufacturing processes. However, it
is relatively less used in the construction industry. In order to improve the intelligence
level of the construction industry, it is necessary to introduce DTs. Aiming at the research
hotspot about intelligent assessment of structural safety performance, this paper proposes
an intelligent safety assessment method of prestressed steel structures based on DTs.
In terms of structural safety assessment, previous studies have conducted a detailed
analysis of mechanical parameters. In order to improve the intelligence of construction
safety assessment, the concept of DTs is introduced, and the whole assessment process
is divided into safety performance analysis and unsafe event maintenance. Driven by
the DTs, the virtual and real spaces are integrated to realize dynamic perception and
intelligent collection of the construction process. At the same time, it is necessary to
consider the temporal and spatial evolution of each element of the construction process.
Therefore, intelligent algorithms are integrated for real-time analysis of structural safety.
The maintenance measures for unsafe events are formulated, and the feasibility of decision-
making is analyzed in the twin model. In the end, it accurately guides the construction site.
In this study, through the analysis of the characteristics of construction safety assessment,
an intelligent assessment framework based on DTs is firstly established. Driven by this
framework, three kinds of information from real construction are captured to support
the construction of the virtual model. After the completion of the virtual model, the
time dimension and space dimension information of the construction process are fused by
Markov chain. Thus, the structural safety performance of each construction step is analyzed
intelligently. In view of unsafe events, the maintenance model of that in construction is
carried out based on the Bow-tie model. The corrective measures are formulated in the
maintenance model to ensure the safety of the structure in each construction step. The
resulting DTs assessment theory is applied in the construction process of a wheel–spoke
cable truss. This research method effectively improves the informatization and intelligence
of the safety assessment in the construction process. This research method provides
a reference for the health monitoring of the symmetric structure in the operation and
maintenance stage. In brief, this work makes the following contributions:

(1) A DTs framework is proposed, and a construction safety assessment method driven
by DTs is formed.
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(2) Driven by the assessment method, a multidimensional DT model for structural safety
analysis is constructed.

(3) In view of the unsafe events in the construction process, the maintenance modeling is
carried out to ensure the structure in a safe state in each construction step.

(4) A case study is used to prove the superiority of the proposed method in improving
the intelligence of the structural safety assessment.

The remainder of the paper is structured as follows. Section 2 summarizes the charac-
teristics of construction safety assessment, builds a DT framework for construction safety
assessment, and forms a DT-driven construction safety assessment method. Section 3
describes the details of the construction of a multidimensional DT model to analyze the
structural safety performance. Section 4 establishes the maintenance model of construction
unsafe events to ensure the safety of the structure. Section 5 illustrates the case study used
to verify the proposed method, with a further discussion in Section 6. Finally, conclusions
are drawn in Section 7.

2. Construction Safety Assessment Method Driven by DTs
2.1. Characteristics of Construction Safety Assessment

In the construction process of prestressed steel structures, the reliability of the struc-
ture is an important prerequisite to ensure the construction quality [22]. However, in
the construction process, the integrity of the structure is not stable enough, the material
properties of the components are time-varying, and the structural resistance is not mature.
In addition, the environmental effects of the construction process are also uncertain [23].
Therefore, the probability of safety accidents in the construction stage is high. According to
the structural safety performance analysis of the construction process, the parameters are
nonlinear, linkage, and change with time. Therefore, the construction safety assessment is
a multidimensional mechanical problem coupling time and space. The characteristics of
the construction process are as follows:

(1) Construction complexity: Prestressed steel structure construction is a complicated
systematic project. In the construction process, the materials, equipment, sequence,
and technology are interactive. Various types of external factors are superimposed
on the structure. In addition, the change of structural mechanical properties is a
nonlinear process with noise, which causes difficulty in structural safety assessment.

(2) Time correlation: The external action and mechanical properties of components in the
process of structural construction are time-varying. This feature is directly reflected
in the data collected by various sensing devices.

(3) Factor linkage: The structural construction process involves the multi-factor conver-
sion of material, energy, and information. This feature has caused problems such as
huge construction system modeling and cumbersome multi-element management
and control.

2.2. DT Framework for Construction Safety Assessment

According to the characteristics of the construction process, it is necessary to establish
a DTs model. This model monitors the structure in real-time and improves the accuracy
and intelligence of the safety assessment. DTs visually reproduce the real physical entity
by building a virtual space model to simulate the dynamic behavior of the entity in the
real environment [24]. Many scholars have applied the framework of DTs in vehicles,
ships, power plants, complex electromechanical equipment, satellite/space communication
networks, three-dimensional warehouses, medical treatment, aircraft, smart city, and other
fields [25]. Combined with the characteristics of construction safety assessment, this study
builds a DT framework for the construction safety assessment of prestressed steel structures.
The DT framework is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. DT framework for construction safety assessment of prestressed steel structures.

The DT framework for the safety assessment of prestressed steel structures’ construc-
tion is composed of five dimensions, namely, physical construction site, virtual construction
model, twin data processing layer, the functional application layer of safety assessment,
and the connection layer between components. Based on the physical construction site, the
virtual construction model is established. From the perspective of virtual–real interaction,
the virtual model includes four levels: geometry, physics, behavior, and rule. The various
types of information on the physical construction site are dynamically collected by RFID
and other sensing equipment [26]. Information is fed back into the virtual construction
model in real-time. In the virtual construction model, the working condition parameters
consistent with the actual construction are set. By adjusting the mechanical parameters of
the structure, the virtual model simulates the actual construction state of the structure. The
twin data of the construction process are formed by the data collected from the physical
construction site and the simulation data in the virtual construction model. The twin data
contain multiple construction elements, such as personnel, machinery, material, construc-
tion method, and environment, in the construction process. In the twin data processing
layer, the data are modeled by a machine learning algorithm to realize the high integra-
tion of spatial elements and time dimensions in the construction process. Therefore, the
structural safety performance of each construction step is analyzed. Based on the analysis
of structural safety performance, the maintenance model of construction unsafe events
is established to accurately predict and implement the unsafe events. By setting up a
construction framework for prestressed steel structures, a construction safety assessment
method driven by DTs is formed. Through the dynamic perception of the real construction
information, the virtual mode can evaluate the safety performance. The maintenance
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measures for unsafe events are formulated, and the feasibility of decision-making is ana-
lyzed in the twin model. In the end, the measure accurately guides the construction site.
The intelligent closed-loop control of the structural safety assessment in the construction
process is realized.

This study divides the construction safety assessment method driven by DTs into two
levels, as shown in Figure 2. The first level is the construction of the multidimensional
model based on DTs. This level includes the information capture of the physical construc-
tion site, the construction of the virtual construction model, and the integration of time
and space information in the construction process. The second level is the maintenance of
construction unsafe events based on the Bow-tie model. This level focuses on the quali-
tative analysis of unsafe events and the precise maintenance of unsafe events. Logically,
the former is the foundation of the latter, and the latter is the expansion and extension of
the former.

Figure 2. Construction safety assessment method.

3. Construction of Multidimensional DTs Model

Driven by the DT framework, the multidimensional model is constructed. The multidi-
mensional model is composed of the capture of physical space information, the construction
of virtual models, and the fusion of spatiotemporal information in the construction process.
The research on the three aspects above can realize the integration of multiple factors in
the time and space dimensions of the construction process. The fusion of information
provides the basis for the safety analysis of each construction step in the construction
process. The results of the analysis are the basis for the maintenance of unsafe events. The
three components of the DTs model are described as follows.

3.1. Information Capture in Physical Space

In the process of constructing a multidimensional DTs model, the information capture
of physical space is the first step to realize the safety assessment. The dynamic information
of the construction site can be sensed in real-time through sensing equipment such as RFID.
This realizes the one-to-one mapping between the real space and the virtual model [27]. The
main analysis objects of the safety assessment of building structures are structural response
and environmental loads [28]. Hence, this study divides the information of physical space
into two aspects, namely component information (CI) and environmental information (EI).

(1) Component information capture

There are many kinds of components involved in the construction process of pre-
stressed steel structures, and the construction sequence of each component is complicated.
Therefore, the information capture of various components in the construction process
is of great significance to the safety performance assessment. In the process of compo-
nent information capture, the main information is divided into the component symbol
(CS), basic information (BI), construction information (CI*), and mechanical information
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(MI). The mathematical language for information capture of components is expressed in
Equations (1)–(4):

CIi = (CSi, BIi, CI∗i Ci, MIi) (1)

BIi = (CDi, CLi, CMi, Uniti, Datai) (2)

CI∗I = (CPi, CTi, QRi, Ti) (3)

MIi = (Ei, Cfi, εi, Vdi) (4)

In the equations, CIi represents the component information for the ith component, CSi
means the unique identifiable ID bound by the ith component, and BIi is the basic attribute
set of the ith component. BIi contains the dimension information (CDi), the locating infor-
mation (CLi), the material information (CMi), the production unit (Uniti), and the date of
production (Datai). CI∗i is the construction information of the ith component. CI∗i contains
the construction process (CPi), construction technology (CTi), construction quality require-
ments (QRi), and the time (Ti) used in this step. MIi means the mechanical information of
the ith component in the construction process. MIi involves the elastic modulus (Ei), cable
force (Cfi), stress (εi), vertical displacement (Vdi), and other mechanical properties.

In the process of capturing component information, the symbol, basic information,
and construction information of the component are filled in the active RFID tag. For
structural components, the relevant information is updated through the RFID tag at all
times to realize the dynamic perception of the information. For the information change
of the construction process component, the editability of the label can be used to modify
it through the reader. As a result, the basic information and construction information of
the component can be viewed in real-time in the mobile terminal device. For the capture
of mechanical information of components, the mechanical parameters of components are
collected by sensors for each construction step. Cable force is the key information collected
in the study and the basis for evaluating the safety performance of the structure. This type
of information is collected in real-time by the column tension-compression sensor in the test.
By arranging sensing devices on the components, the efficiency of information collection
and update is improved. Therefore, the self-perception, self-decision, and self-execution of
the components can be realized to a certain extent. The real-time information is captured
by the sensing equipment at each construction step. Structure information of the scene is
collected and has interactive feedback with the virtual model. Virtual and real interaction
provides twin data for the intelligent assessment of structural safety.

(2) Environmental information capture

In the process of structural construction, there are many reasons causing structural
damage. In the structural safety assessment, the effects of various external influence
factors are comprehensively analyzed [29]. The component length error (Le), wind load
effect (Wl), and temperature effect (Te) are captured and perceived emphatically in the
process of environmental information capture. The mathematical language expression of
environmental information capture in the construction process is shown in Equation (5):

EI = (Le, Wl, Te) (5)

In the process of capturing environmental information, RFID technology is used to
collect the size of the component in real-time. The error of the cable length is dynamically
updated through the mobile terminal device. The length error of structural components
due to processing, installation, and other reasons has an important impact on the safety
performance of the structure. In view of the length change of the cable, the key coordinates
are picked up by three-dimensional laser scanning in each step of construction. The point
cloud data are structured through on-site scanning. According to the point cloud data,
the point cloud model is built in real-time. Finally, the length error of the component can
be captured. On account of the editable RFID reader, using mobile terminals to identify
tags on components can record and update their status. The effect of wind load and
temperature is collected by the wind speed sensor and temperature sensor in real-time.
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These messages provide the basis for the setting of virtual model conditions and the
analysis of structural safety performance. In the process of extracting wind speed and
temperature information, a complete set of sensing equipment is applied to perceive the
environmental information of the scene. By arranging sensors in the construction process
and setting control modules, the collected data are visually presented through the display
module. Finally, the environmental information collected on the site is input into the
terminal equipment by Wi-Fi transmission.

In this study, the experimental model was built indoors. For the effect of wind load and
temperature, the test equipment is used to generate the wind speed and temperature effect,
similar to the actual working condition. At the same time, the sensor equipment is used for
the setting of virtual model conditions and the evaluation of structural safety performance.
The sensing equipment is arranged on the site, and the temperature of the field anemometer
is dynamically perceived by the acquisition module. The information data are presented in
real-time by the display module. Finally, the information query of each construction step is
carried out by the Wi-Fi module in the mobile terminal. Environmental sensing devices
and information are shown in Figure 3.
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Through the collection of component information and environmental information in
the construction process, the structural safety performance can be predicted. Information
capture in physical space is shown in Figure 4. At the same time, on the basis of collecting
construction site information, the virtual model can be built. The safety performance of the
structure is simulated by setting the same working condition as the construction site in the
virtual model. Accurate simulation achieves the goal of mapping the construction site and
guiding the construction process.

Figure 4. Information capture in physical space.
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3.2. Construction of Virtual Model

In the DT framework, the construction of the virtual model is divided into four
levels of “geometry–physics–behavior–rule”. According to the actual construction process,
each dimension model is associated and integrated to realize the deep, multi-angle, and
comprehensive simulation.

The first step of virtual model establishment is modeling basic information of appear-
ance, size, and type of components at the geometric level. The geometric model is mainly
established by BIM modeling software such as Revit [30]. By establishing a high-fidelity
geometric model, the geometric characteristics of the construction process can be truly
mapped. Simulation mapping provides strong support for the subsequent analysis of the
physical model. In this process, a three-dimensional laser scanner is required to extract
the geometric form of the site structure at each construction step. The geometric model
is adjusted in real-time from the point cloud data. The scanning accuracy of this method
can reach a reliable level of 0.1 mm. This method uses laser scanning technology to scan
the three-dimensional information of the component. The generated point cloud data
model can be directly converted into CAD or BIM software. The reverse modeling of
the component is realized, and the digital model that meets the accuracy requirements is
obtained. In this process, the target paper is arranged on the site. The structure is scanned
for each construction step to extract the coordinates of key nodes.

During the construction of the test model, the real structure is scanned by a three-
dimensional laser scanner to obtain the measured model of the structure. After obtaining
the point cloud data, the necessary task is to denoise. This link can remove the outliers
deriving from the machine error, human factors, or the external environment. Then, the
remaining data are imported into BIM software, while the key points of the cable truss
structure are extracted. The coordinate correction of the theoretical BIM model is carried
out to obtain the modified BIM model. The coordinates of key nodes are extracted from
the modified BIM model to modify the theoretical finite element analysis model. Finally,
the modified finite element analysis model considering the time dimension is obtained.
At the physical level, the material parameters of construction components are mainly
simulated in the physical model by finite element analysis software such as ANSYS. In
this process, with the collected data of the sensing equipment, the geometric model and
the connection parameters of the components in the model are modified. The calculation
of structural mechanical properties during construction is realized by the physical model
in the end. As is known, the size of the component will affect the mechanical properties
of the structure. In this study, the section area of cable is adjusted by comparing the
measured value of cable force with the simulation value. Area adjustment improves the
fidelity of the physical model. The geometric model and physical model are established
to describe the construction site and provide model support for the safety assessment.
At the behavior level, the finite element model can set the working conditions matching
the actual construction. The mechanical properties of components and the changes of the
parameters of the material itself under the action of working conditions are analyzed. The
material parameters and mechanical properties’ parameters extracted in this way can be
directly used for the assessment of construction safety. According to the analysis of the
finite element model, the transition probability of safety state analysis can be obtained. On
the basis of the change of working conditions, the safety performance of the structure can
be analyzed in advance, as detailed in Section 3.3. Through the analysis of the physical
model and the integration of time dimension information, the real-time data collection of
the whole construction process can be carried out. The changes of material parameters
and mechanical properties in the spatio-temporal evolution process are obtained. In the
whole process of building the virtual model, it is necessary to establish a rule model to
limit the simulation and ensure the feasibility and scientificity of the analysis. At the rule
level, according to the standard specification, the mechanical properties’ parameters of the
components in the construction process should be quantitatively limited. The rule model is
the reference standard for quality control, risk prediction, and decision optimization. The
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unsafe events of the structure should be avoided by establishing the maintenance model
and setting the correction measures. Consequently, the feasibility analysis is carried out in
the finite element model to guide the field construction, as shown in Section 4. The internal
relations of the four levels of the virtual model are shown in Figure 5.

Figure 5. Intrinsic relationship of the four levels in the virtual model.

The mathematical language of DTs’ virtual modeling is expressed as Equation (6):

VM = (GMset ./ PMset ./ BMset ./ RMset) (6)

where VM represents a virtual model in a DT framework for safety assessment of pre-
stressed steel structure construction. The elements in the model set are represented as
a geometric model set (GMset), physical model set (PMset), behavior model set (BMset),
and rule model set (RMset). All kinds of model sets are connected by a natural connector
(./). Model integration realizes the simulation of the full elements, and multidimensional
and multi-state of the physical construction site. In the related process of various models,
the geometric model and physical model are adjusted by using a three-dimensional laser
scanner, sensors, and other equipment. Therefore, the model can map the state of the
real structure. At the same time, the information of each construction step is analyzed by
Markov chain to realize the information fusion of the time dimension and space dimension
in the construction process. Thus, the behavior model is effectively connected with the geo-
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metric and physical models to achieve the goal of real-time evaluation of structural safety
performance. In Section 3.3, the spatio-temporal information fusion of the construction
process based on Markov chain is mainly explored. The rule model runs through the whole
process of building the virtual model. The rule model adjusts the geometric, physical, and
behavioral models in real-time to ensure that the construction steps are in a safe state.

3.3. Space–Time Information Fusion in Construction Process

During the construction process, the construction elements change with time. The
rigidity of the structure is gradually formed, and the structure has undergone large defor-
mations during the construction process. The next construction stage must be based on the
previous step and depends on all previous construction steps. It follows that the analysis
of structural safety performance belongs to the category of construction mechanics. Based
on picking up physical construction information and establishing a virtual model, it is nec-
essary to fuse the information of time and space dimensions and establish a data analysis
model for the safety assessment. Markov chain [31] is a tool for the immediate transfer
process and an important branch of machine learning. In this mode, the structural state
of the next period is only related to the state of this period, while each period before this
period is irrelevant. This process is suitable for the safety performance analysis between
the adjacent construction steps in the construction process. Combined with the threshold of
the main control factors in the construction process, the probability of structural safety and
unsafe events is formulated. The structural safety performance of the next construction step
is predicted. This requires reference to the safety performance of the current one and the
probability of occurrence of risk factors or the degree of structural mechanics parameters’
change. The safety risk factors mainly include operational errors and sharp changes in
environmental factors. This study takes the cable force of each construction step as the
research object. When the cable force is greater than or equal to the design value of the
cable force of the construction step, it is denoted that the structural safety performance is
at level a. When the cable force is greater than or equal to 93% of the design value of the
cable force of the construction step, it is denoted that the structural safety performance is
at level b. When the cable force is greater than or equal to 90% of the design value of the
cable force of the construction step, it is denoted that the structural safety performance
is at level c. When the cable force is less than 85% of the design value of the cable force
of the construction step, it is denoted that the structural safety performance is at level d.
Structure construction information fusion based on Markov chain is shown in Figure 6.

In the process of Spatio-temporal information fusion, the state of the structure is
divided into four categories according to the safety performance level. Assuming that the
random variable Xn (n = 1,2,3 . . . ) represents the structural state of the nth construction
step, Xn = 1 means that the structural safety performance is at level a, Xn = 2 represents
that the structural safety performance is at level b, Xn = 3 indicates that the structural
safety performance is at level c, and Xn = 4 means that the structural safety performance is
at level d. ai(n) represents the probability that the nth construction step structure is in state
i, namely ai(n) = p(Xn = i), where i is 1, 2, 3, or 4. pij represents the probability that the
current construction step structure state is i and the next construction step structure state is
j, namely pij = p(Xn+1 = j|Xn = i), where i, j = 1, 2, 3, or 4. In this study, the conversion
probability (pij) is obtained by comparing the cable force between the construction steps
with the condition setting of the finite element model. In this process, the cable force of the
structure is obtained in the finite element model, which generates the safety level of the
structure. The transition probability can be obtained from the change of safety levels of
multiple components of the structure. According to the current safety state and the change
of working conditions, the safety state of the structure in the next construction step can be
predicted. Thus, the prediction of structural safety performance during construction can be
realized, and the prediction formula is expressed as Equation (7):
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a1(n + 1) = a1(n)p11 + a2(n)p21 + a3(n)p31 + a4(n)p41
a2(n + 1) = a1(n)p12 + a2(n)p22 + a3(n)p32 + a4(n)p42
a3(n + 1) = a1(n)p13 + a2(n)p23 + a3(n)p33 + a4(n)p43
a4(n + 1) = a1(n)p14 + a2(n)p24 + a3(n)p34 + a4(n)p44

(7)

Figure 6. Structural construction information fusion based on Markov chain.

In the construction process of the structure, the mechanical properties of the structure
should be analyzed timely and accurately. According to the current structural performance
and working conditions, the safety performance of the next construction step is effectively
predicted. In this process, the Markov chain is used to connect each construction step.
The safety performance of the structure in the next period is analyzed by combining the
previous structural state and the changes in construction conditions. In space, the cable
force of the structure is collected in real-time, and the mechanical properties of the whole
structure are fully considered. The application of Markov chain in the safety assessment of
a construction process realizes the integration of construction factors. The whole process
fully considers the changes of construction factors in a time dimension. The information
fusion of the space–time dimension of the construction process provides a basis for the
safety performance analysis of each construction stage. The analysis results provide a
reference for the maintenance of unsafe events. The simulation and guidance of real
construction can be realized by simulation in virtual space. The data association model
of the prestressed steel structure construction process based on Markov chain is shown in
Figure 7.



Symmetry 2021, 13, 1927 13 of 27

Symmetry 2021, 13, x FOR PEER REVIEW 13 of 28 
 

 

 
Figure 6. Structural construction information fusion based on Markov chain. 

 
Figure 7. Data association model of the prestressed steel structure construction process. 

4. Maintenance Modeling of Construction Insecurity Incidents 
In the process of structural construction, the unsafe events should be timely regulated 

to ensure the quality of structural construction [32]. The premise of analysis and mainte-
nance of structural construction unsafe events is to build a model. This model can describe 

level 
b

level  
c

level
d

p11

p12

p13

p14

p22

p21
p23

p24

p33

p31

p32
p34

p44

p43

p42

p41

level
a

Figure 7. Data association model of the prestressed steel structure construction process.

4. Maintenance Modeling of Construction Insecurity Incidents

In the process of structural construction, the unsafe events should be timely regu-
lated to ensure the quality of structural construction [32]. The premise of analysis and
maintenance of structural construction unsafe events is to build a model. This model can
describe the occurrence of events qualitatively or quantitatively. The Bow-tie model [33]
integrates many factors, such as the cause of the accident, preventive measures, possible
consequences, and corresponding control measures. The unsafe event maintenance process
is divided into two levels: fault tree (FT) and event tree (ET). In this study, the mainte-
nance modeling of construction unsafe events is carried out by constructing the Bow-tie
model [34].

In the model of this study, the whole maintenance model is divided into two levels:
FT and ET, which are connected by the top event (TE). The leftmost side of the Bow-tie
model is the risk source of structural unsafe events in the construction process. The risk
source mainly includes operational errors and drastic changes in environmental factors
during the construction process. The control measures for unsafe events are proposed in
the maintenance model. By the above steps, combined with the simulation of the virtual
model and the actual construction of the site, the safety performance of the structure is
analyzed. If the safety state of the structure is at level a under preventive measures, the next
construction step will continue. On the contrary, if the safety performance of the structure
cannot reach the standard, the state is judged as an unsafe event, namely TE in the Bow-tie
model. According to TE, the formulated corresponding control measures finally realize the
effective maintenance of the structure. The safety performance index of the structure under
the construction step is recorded as the result of the Bow-tie model. The principle of the
Bow-tie model is shown in Figure 8.
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Figure 8. The schematic diagram of the Bow-tie model.

The whole process control from risk source analysis to construction result evaluation is
realized by constructing the Bow-tie model. This solves the problems of insufficient model
quantification, serious block segmentation, weak intuition, and pertinence in structural
safety accident analysis. The maintenance model constitutes a visual summary map to
show the causes and consequences of unsafe events.

Based on the qualitative analysis of the causes and consequences of unsafe events, the
values of variables in each link involved in the Bow-tie model are determined. Thus, the
quantitative analysis of structural maintenance can be carried out according to the sequence
of events and their internal relations. In the process of maintaining unsafe events, the whole
model is divided into five types of events, namely basic event (BE), intermediate event
(IE), top event (TE), control event (CE), and result event (RE). The formal mathematical
language for various events is expressed as Equations (8)–(12):

BE = (BE1, BE2, . . . , BEn) (8)

IE = (IE1, IE2, . . . , IEm) (9)

TE = (TE1, TE2) (10)

CE = (CE1, CE2, . . . , CEk) (11)

RE = (RE1, RE2, . . . , REs) (12)

In the equations, BE represents the basic event, corresponding to the risk source in
the Bow-tie model, and IE means the intermediate event, corresponding to preventive
measures in the Bow-tie model. In the analysis, this model assumes that there are n kinds
of risk sources and m kinds of preventive measures. TE is the top event. The TE is divided
into two types: security events (structural safety performance at level a) and unsafe events
(structural safety performance at levels b, c, and d). Maintenance measures are needed for
unsafe events. CE means the control event, that is, the maintenance measures taken for
unsafe events. RE is the result event, which is the state of the structure after the adoption
of maintenance measures. In this model, it is assumed that k control measures are adopted
for unsafe events, and s result events are finally obtained. The maintenance schematic
diagram of construction unsafe events based on the Bow-tie model is shown in Figure 9.
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Figure 9. Maintenance schematic diagram of construction unsafe events based on the Bow-tie model.

Assuming that the basic events are independent of each other, the probability of each
basic event is pBE in the virtual–real interaction mode. The probability of the intermediate
event is pIE through the logical relationship. Combined with Markov chain, the probability
of the top event (pTE) can be calculated by spatio-temporal information fusion of the
construction process. Calculating the probability of RE occurrence should consider the
possibility that the existence of L branches can lead to the occurrence of the ith result event
(REi). Assuming that the occurrence probability of the control event on the tth (t < l) branch
is pCEj, the occurrence probability of the consequent event on the tth branch is expressed
as Equation (13):

pREi=
l

∑
t=1

pTE

t

∏
j=1

f
(

pCEj
)

(13)

In the equation, f
(

pCEj
)
= pCEj when a link event occurs in a branch. When the link

event does not occur, f
(

pCEj
)
= 1− pCEj. Therefore, the occurrence probability of the

result event (REi) can be expressed as a function of the occurrence probability of n basic
events and the occurrence probability of q control events, which is specifically expressed as
Equation (14):

pREi = f
(

pBE1, pBE2, · · · , pBEn, pCE1, pCE2, · · · pCEq
)
= f (pBE, pCE) (14)

The instructions of control events are imported into the finite element model to
analyze the feasibility of decision-making. Finally, the control measures are applied to the
construction guidance on the site to achieve the closed-loop control of the construction
process [35].

In the whole construction safety assessment process, the components and environmen-
tal information of the construction site are dynamically perceived first. The information
mapping body from four levels in the virtual space is established. Driven by Markov chain,
the spatio-temporal integration of virtual and real twin information is realized, and the
unsafe events in the construction process are accurately analyzed. In view of the unsafe
events, the risk source is analyzed by the Bow-tie model. Then, the corresponding preven-
tive measures and control measures are formulated to ensure the safety of the construction
process. The mathematical language of construction process safety assessment is expressed
as Equation (15):

ITR =

(
CITS
EITS

)
⇒ Mm =

 RS
MT
RT

 (15)
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In the Equation, ITR denotes construction information fusion of the time dimension
and space dimension, CITS represents component information for spatio-temporal fu-
sion, EITS is the environmental information of spatio-temporal fusion, Mm indicates the
maintenance measures for unsafe events, RS is the risk source of unsafe events, MT indi-
cates measures to treat unsafe events, and RT represents the treatment results of unsafe
events. ⇒ denotes the transmission of information from the analyzed unsafe events to the
maintenance model.

5. Case Study

Driven by the DT framework for the construction safety assessment of prestressed steel
structures, physical construction site information collection and virtual model building
are carried out. The safety performance of each construction step in the construction
process is analyzed through the Markov chain. The Bow-tie model is used to establish
a maintenance model for unsafe events. In the structural construction safety assessment
modeling, the whole process is divided into two stages. The first stage is the integration
of spatio-temporal information to analyze safety performance. On this basis, for unsafe
events, the maintenance model outputs the control measures, which ensures the safety
of the structure in each construction step. To verify the effectiveness of the assessment
method, this study takes the wheel–spoke cable truss as the research object. Compared
with the actual project, the scale ratio of the test model was 1:10, the cross-sectional area
ratio of the cable was 1:100, and materials were identical. The structure span of the test
model was 6 m and consisted of 10 radial cables, ring cables, braces, nodes, outer ring
beams, and steel columns. The radial cables include upper and lower radial cables, and the
ring cables include upper and lower ring cables. The struts include the outer, middle, and
inner struts. The entire structure model is a symmetrical structure. Its geometric shape,
supporting conditions, member stiffness, and cross-sectional dimensions are symmetrical
about the line where the radial cables are located. The construction plan in the experiment
is to tension the upper radial cable. The tension of each cable is synchronized, so the force
of the structure is also uniform. The wheel–spoke cable truss test structure is shown in
Figure 10.
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In this test, the construction scheme of tensioning the upper radial cables is adopted.
The construction steps are as follows: (1) Assemble the upper ring cable and the upper
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radial cable: according to the coordinate, the tenth upper radial cable and the upper ring
cable are expanded and paved on the ground and connected to the ring radiation. The
clamp connecting the upper radial cable and the upper ring cable is installed, and the
radial cable is tensioned by the guide chain tool. (2) The tooling guide chain is used
to tension cables to the position where the height from the ground is greater than the
length of the internal strut (0.428 m). The inner, middle, and outer struts are installed
conveniently in place later. Then, install the lower ring cable and suspend the radial
cable. (3) Tensioning the upper radial cable in place: the upper radial cable is tensioned
by using the guide chain tooling. The head of the upper radial cable with the ear plate on
the outer ring beam is connected by the pin shaft. The upper radial cable is installed in
place. (4) Tensioning the lower radial cable in place: the length of the lower radial cable
is shortened until the length of the formed state by twisting the sleeve with the wrench.
The lower radial cable is installed in place. At this time, the structure is shaped. The
whole process is composed of the four main construction steps outlined above. In order to
analyze the safety performance of the structure in real-time, the whole construction process
is divided into 12 sub-construction steps. In the whole process, the cable force, generated
by applying prestress in every stage, is used as the basis to analyze the structural safety
performance. The change of cable force in the actual construction process can be expressed
as Equation (16) [36]. The main construction process is shown in Figure 11.

G1 =
(

X1
1 X1

2 · · · X1
k
) F∗→ G2 =

(
X2

1 X2
2 · · · X2

k
)

(16)

Figure 11. Main construction processes. (a) Step (1), (b) Step (2), (c) Step (3), (d) Step (4).

In the equation, Gi is the form of the structure during the construction phase i. It is
assumed that the structure bears k kinds of influencing factors. Xi

j is the jth influencing
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factor affecting the structure form in the ith construction stage, which can be load, con-
straint condition, temperature, and prestress. F∗ represents the prestress required for the
transformation of the two forms.

(1) Acquisition of physical spatial information

The construction scheme adopted in the process of structural tension is to tension the
radial cable. The component information and environmental information are collected by
sensing equipment in real-time [37]. By using the real-time update and editability of RFID
technology, the symbol, basic information, and construction information of the component
are extracted and changed in each construction step. Similarly, each construction step
is taken as the time interval to collect the mechanical information of the component by
the sensor. Data collection provides the field basis for the construction of the virtual
space structure model. By the description of the theoretical method in Section 3.1, the
basic information and construction information of the component are filled in on the
RFID tag. Firstly, the label of the cable and its basic information are input into the RFID
electronic label and affixed to the corresponding components. Before the construction,
the electronic tags on the components are scanned by the RFID handheld terminal. At
the same time, the position and process of the components are clarified to guide the
construction. Finally, the mechanical information collected by the cable force sensor is
changed in real-time to facilitate the capture of the cable mechanical information. During
the test, the cables involved are updated and checked once at the end of each construction
step. Due to the indoor test environment, the control of information appears strong. For the
change of environmental information, the use of wind load, temperature, and other control
equipment is directly generated. Therefore, the extraction of environmental information
can be directly extracted by the controller of the device itself, and the sensor equipment
in Section 3.1 is used to extract information from the test model. In the test process, the
simulated conditions are converted from the actual project. In the test process, the data
transmission interval of the mechanical sensing device is 2 s. The component information
and environmental information are summarized and analyzed at the completion of each
construction step. In the test, for the collection of cable force, the tension-compression
sensor, such as the DH3815 acquisition equipment, is utilized by connecting to the cable
head and cable body. The upper and lower radial cables are arranged with a measuring
point every other cross, with a total of 12 measuring points. The detailed position of
sensors and measuring points is shown in Figure 12. Due to the characteristics of cables,
the cable force on the whole cable is the same. The column tension-compression sensor is
an advanced mechanical parameter acquisition instrument, which can transmit the cable
force to the terminal display device in real-time.

Figure 12. The positions of the sensors and measuring points. (a) column tension-compression sensor, (b) measuring points.
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In this section, regarding the upper radial cable 9 as the research object, the research
shows the physical information capture during the installation of the lower radial cable.
According to the information explanation in Section 3.1, the physical information is summa-
rized. Basic information set = (314 mm2, upper radial cable, Q235 B, A building materials
Co., Ltd., 14 August 2019), construction information = (the lower radial cable is installed
in place, wrench-fixed connection, ensure firm connection of each node of cable, 11 min),
and environmental information = (20 ◦C, 1.2 m/s, 0 mm). The cable force is captured in
terms of structural mechanics information, and the cable force value of this construction
step is 5587 N. At the construction site, the physical information is collected in real-time
by arranging the sensor equipment, and the various information sets needed for safety
performance assessment are integrated. The capture of physical space information is shown
in Figure 13.

Figure 13. The capture of physical space information. (a) Arrangement of transducers, (b) Information collection.

(2) Construction of the virtual model

Based on the data collected by the sensor equipment, building the virtual model is able
to realize the mapping of virtual space to reality construction. Revit is used to establish the
geometric model of the construction site in all the construction processes. ANSYS is used to
establish the physical model. According to the behavior process of structural components
and the external effect of the structure, the corresponding working conditions are set in
the finite element model. In the whole process, through the analysis of the specification
limit constraint model of structural performance, the model fusion of the four levels of
‘geometry–physics–behavior–rule’ is realized. The visual twin data platform architecture
is established.

In the process of building the virtual model, the geometric position of the structure
is confirmed by the three-dimensional laser scanner at the end of each construction step.
The geometric model established by Revit is corrected in real-time. The model coordinates
are rectified through the whole construction process, so as to ensure the high fidelity of
the model and improve the robustness of the simulation results. In the correction process
of the geometric model, the point cloud model of the experimental model is formed by
scanning the structure. Then, the coordinates of the key nodes are picked up from the point
cloud model. Finally, the BIM model is corrected to ensure that the geometric model can
truly reflect the size of the structure and other information. In this study, a Trimble TX5 3D
scanner was used, and the cloud registration of each site was carried out by Realworks 8.0.
As for the complex nodes, the displacement meter was also used to extract it. The overall
inter-cloud error of registration results is 0.57 mm, the coincidence point reaches 91%, and
the reliability reaches 100%. The point cloud data of the test model generated by scanning
technology were exported into rcp format files, and the rcp format files were linked in Revit
to complete the data conversion. During the work of establishing a revised BIM model
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based on the point cloud model, the coordinates were compared for each construction step.
Finally, a revised finite element analysis model was obtained by updating the key point
coordinates in the ANSYS theoretical analysis model. The coordinates of the nodes are
obtained by taking the center of the truss as the origin in the model. The node coordinates
in the BIM model are called theoretical coordinates, and the node coordinates generated by
the point cloud model are called measured coordinates. In the morphological structure,
the comparison between the theoretical coordinates and the measured coordinates of the
key nodes is shown in Table 1. The correction process of the geometric model is shown in
Figure 14.

Table 1. The comparison between the theoretical coordinates and the measured coordinates of the key nodes.

Key Node Theoretical Coordinates Measured Coordinates Coordinate Difference

Upper radial cable head hole 1 (−2110.4, 0, −172.6) (−2111.3, 0.3, −171.4) (−0.85, 0.3, 1.25)
Upper radial cable head hole 2 (−2116.4, 0, −179.3) (−2117.4, 0.3, −178.3) (−0.92, 0.3, 1.00)
Upper radial cable head hole 3 (−2110.5, 0, −184.5) (−2111.5, 0.3, −183.7) (−0.91, 0.3, 0.84)
Upper radial cable head hole 4 (−2104.5, 0, −177.8) (−2105.5, 0.3, −176.7) (−0.94, 0.3, 1.19)
Upper radial cable head hole 5 (−2110.4, 20, −172.6) (−2111.3, 20.3, −171.4) (−0.85, 0.3, 1.25)
Upper radial cable head hole 6 (−2116.4, 20, −179.3) (−2117.4, 20.4, −178.5) (−0.92, 0.4, 0.80)
Upper radial cable head hole 7 (−2110.5, 20, −184.5) (−2111.5, 20.3, −183.7) (−0.91, 0.3, 0.84)
Upper radial cable head hole 8 (−2104.5, 20, −177.8) (−2105.7, 20.3, −176.7) (−1.14, 0.3, 1.19)
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Figure 14. The correction process of the geometric model. (a) Field structural scanning, (b) Structure point cloud model,
(c) Node coordinate correction, (d) Modified geometric model.

After data collected by cable force sensors were fused by the geometric model, the
physical model was established by using APDL language in ANSYS software. The struts
use link-8 elements, the cables use link-10 elements, and the ring beams use beam-188
elements. In the finite element model, the model was revised by the coordinates of key
nodes. At the same time, under the condition of self-weight, the cross-sectional area
of the cable was adjusted to ensure the validity of the physical model. By comparing
the simulated value of the cable force with the actual measured value, the basis for the
modification was determined. The adjustment of the cable section area is shown in Table 2.
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Table 2. Adjustment of cable section area.

Member Type Location Cross Sectional Area (mm2)

Radial cable
Upper level 24.6
Lower level 33.3

Ring cable Upper circle 24.6
Lower circle 49.1

Strut
Outer circle 62.8
Mid circle 62.8

Inner circle 62.8

Ring beam Outer circle 4300

In the finite element model, the command flow of the construction process is com-
piled. By changing the constraint conditions of components and other parameters, each
construction step of the structure is intuitively reflected. At the same time, the temperature
sensor, wind speed sensor, and RFID equipment collect the construction environment and
the size change of the components in real-time. The collection of information provides
the basis for the working condition setting of the physical model. The behavior change of
the structure was simulated in the physical model. In this process, the sensor as a data
connection device collects the construction information at the end of each construction step.
The construction information provides the basis for the simulation of the virtual model
and provides data support for the analysis of each stage of the construction process. The
tests were conducted indoors, so the temperature and wind speed were relatively uniform.
According to the structural specification, the threshold values of cable force, strain, and
other parameters were set to ensure the effectiveness of the simulation. The construction of
the virtual model can realize the sending and receiving of field data, the visualization of
simulation results, the synchronization of structural state, and the acquisition of standard
images. In the test process, the establishment of the virtual model for construction safety
assessment is shown in Figure 15.

Figure 15. Establishment of the virtual model for construction safety assessment.
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(3) Analysis and maintenance of the construction process

After the structural virtual model was completed, the information was fused by the
principle of Markov chain. The structural safety performance of the next construction step
is predicted according to the probability of the occurrence of risk factors and the degree of
changes in structural mechanical parameters. In the process of structural safety analysis,
the theoretical method of Section 3.3 was used. In this study, the safety performance of the
structure was measured by the cable force. Comparing the calculated cable force with the
design value in each construction step, the safety performance was judged. The situation
that does not meet the requirements is corrected in time to ensure that each stage of the
construction process is safe. The joint analysis of each construction step can highly integrate
the heterogeneous information of the time dimension and the space dimension. According
to the state of the components, the safety performance of the structure can be analyzed. Then,
a data association model for the construction process of the prestressed steel structure was
formed. Therefore, the state of each component in each construction step can be intuitively
analyzed to provide a basis for the maintenance of construction unsafe events.

The unsafe events were found by Markov chain analysis in the structure, and imported
into the Bow-tie model for the maintenance decision. Control measures were brought into
the virtual model to verify the feasibility of maintenance, which realizes the goal of field
construction guided by the virtual model and ensures the safety of the structure in each
construction step. For the unsafe phenomenon of the structure during the construction step,
the risk source should be caught in time. After the adjustment measures were provided, the
instructions were input into the finite element model for feasibility analysis. The revised
finite element model can accurately reflect the state of the structure. After analyzing the
effectiveness of the adjustment measures, the on-site maintenance was guided to ensure
the safety of the structure. For example, due to the length error of the component, it was
analyzed that the connection node of the cable was loose. The length error affects the
safety performance of the structure and needs to be maintained. Through the analysis of
the Bow-tie model, it is necessary to perform a reinforcement treatment and import the
instructions into the finite element model for the final feasibility analysis. The twin model
analyzes and guides site maintenance, as shown in Figure 16. The looseness of joints was
analyzed, which affects the safety performance of the structure. Therefore, it needs to
be maintained, and the construction site was timely processed by the analysis of the DT
modeling method to ensure the normal construction.

Figure 16. Maintenance of unsafe events in site construction.

Driven by the DT modeling, the safety performance assessment of the construction
process structure was completed. The whole process was divided into 12 sub-construction
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steps. Starting from the first construction step, the cable force was collected on the site
and simulated in the virtual model. The cable force of the next construction step was
predicted by the environmental change of the site and the Markov chain. The assessment
of the cable force was predicted by setting the working conditions in the virtual model. So
far, the integration of spatio-temporal information is realized, and the safety performance
of the structure is analyzed. The failure of the cable force to ensure the safety of the
structure underwent maintenance in a timely manner. Through the evaluation of the
whole construction process, the theoretical value and measured value of the cable force in
each construction step were formed. According to the cable force value, the safety level
was guaranteed to be at level a. During the tension of the lower radial cable, the upper
radial cable was in a state of relaxation with zero internal force for a long time. The DTs
model of construction process safety assessment is shown in Figure 17. The test model is a
symmetrical structure, and the construction plan adopted is that each cable is tensioned
synchronously. Therefore, the cable force of each upper and lower radial cable were the
same. In the figure, the cable force of one of the cables represents the overall cable force
change. The data in the figure is the cable force at the end of each construction step.

(4) Analysis of the modeling method

According to the radial cable force development process image in Figure 17, the cable
force values of each construction step were extracted, as shown in Table 3. After the
assessment of the intelligent method, the structural safety state of each construction step is
finally guaranteed to be at level a.

Table 3. Cable force of each construction step of the structure.

Upper Radial Cable Lower Radial Cable

Theoretical Value (N) Measured Value (N) Theoretical Value (N) Measured Value (N)

Construction step 1 0 0 0 0
Construction step 2 285 372 0 0
Construction step 3 914 1062 0 0
Construction step 4 0 0 356 482
Construction step 5 0 0 365 363
Construction step 6 0 0 387 442
Construction step 7 0 0 427 502
Construction step 8 603 574 498 518
Construction step 9 1985 2079 1024 1482

Construction step 10 2387 2549 1621 1612
Construction step 11 3964 3912 2992 3010
Construction step 12 5503 5587 4374 4383

The validity of the modeling method can be judged by the fitting degree of data.
In this study, the fitting degree was obtained from the theoretical value analyzed by the
modeling method and the measured value of the cable force in the construction process.
The calculation formula of the fitting degree is expressed as Equation (17):

R2 = 1− ∑12
1 (yMVi − yTVi)

2

∑12
1 (yMVi − yMV)

2 (17)

In the equation, R2 represents the fitting degree, yMVi represents the measured value
of the cable force of each construction step in the construction process, and yMV means
the average value of the measured value of the cable force of each construction step in the
construction process. yTVi is the theoretical value of the cable force in the virtual model
simulation. By analyzing the changes of upper and lower radial cable forces in each con-
struction step, the fitting degree was above 95%. On the one hand, the comparative analysis
of the theoretical value and the measured value showed that the cable force analyzed by
the research method can effectively reflect the real situation of the structure. On the other
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hand, the research modeling method can intelligently evaluate the construction process
of the structure. The cable force can meet the requirements of the specification in each
construction step to ensure that the structure is always in the safety level a. The effective-
ness of the intelligent assessment method for the construction safety of prestressed steel
structures based on the DTs was verified. The DT modeling method can effectively guide
the construction site and realize the intelligent assessment of structural safety performance.
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Figure 17. DTs model for safety assessment of the construction process.

6. Discussion

In order to improve the intelligence level of safety assessment in the process of
structural construction, this study proposed a digital twin modeling method. In the whole
research process, the components and environmental information were captured based
on the sensing equipment in the physical space. In the virtual space, three-dimensional
laser scanning was carried out at each construction step to form the point cloud model of
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the actual construction process. The geometric model of the structure was corrected by
extracting the key node coordinates in the point cloud model. The physical model with high
fidelity was finally established to realize the interactive mapping between the virtual space
and physical space. The mechanical properties of the structure can be accurately analyzed
by the physical model. The conversion probability of the structural state before and after the
construction stage of the structure can be obtained. According to the transition probability,
the safety state of the structure in the next stage can be predicted by the state of the current
structure. In view of the unsafe state, the reasons were traced by the maintenance modeling
and the corrective measures were proposed. The feasibility of the measures was analyzed
in the physical model. Finally, the construction process of the site was guided to ensure
that the structure is in a safe state at all construction stages. Based on the research of
the theoretical method, it was applied in the construction process of the wheel–spoke
cable truss. The effectiveness of the proposed method was verified by the experimental
results, and it improved the intelligence level of construction. At the same time, the safety
intelligent assessment methods also provide new ideas and methods for the development
of intelligent monitoring of symmetrical structures.

7. Conclusions

Based on the characteristics of the construction process of prestressed steel structures,
this study built a DT framework for the safety assessment of prestressed steel structure
construction. Driven by the DT framework, an intelligent method for structural safety
assessment was proposed. In this research, the interactive mapping between the physical
space and digital space was realized by capturing three kinds of information of physical
construction sites and establishing a four-level virtual model. In the construction process,
the safety assessment of the structure was divided into two stages, namely the analysis
of structural safety performance and the maintenance of unsafe events. From the field
information capture to the final maintenance decision output, the assessment theory realizes
the intelligent closed-loop control of the construction process. In the research process of
the intelligent safety assessment method, the following main findings were obtained:

(1) Capturing the information of components and the environment in the construction
process is the basis of analyzing the safety performance of the structure. It is also the
basis of establishing the virtual model mapping the construction site, so as to provide
twin data for the safety performance analysis of the structure.

(2) In the virtual model, the performance of the structure was simulated under the same
working condition as the site. The heterogeneous information of the time dimension
and the space dimension of the construction process were fused by Markov chain.
The safety performance of each construction step can be predicted.

(3) Based on the Bow-tie model, the construction unsafe events were maintained. The
maintenance decision was imported into the virtual model to analyze the feasibility
of control measures. Each construction step was taken as the control object to ensure
the reliability of the structure.

The intelligent assessment method driven by DTs was applied to the tension process
of the wheel–spoke cable truss. The validity of the assessment method can be analyzed
by the fitting degree between the theoretical value and the measured value. The guidance
of the virtual space to the field construction was realized. The method proposed in this
paper ensures that the structure is in a safe state in each construction step, improves the
intelligence level of structural construction safety assessment, and provides new ideas
for health monitoring of symmetrical structures. In this study, the application of DTs in
the safety assessment of the structural construction process is the first step to realize the
intelligent analysis of the whole construction process. Therefore, based on the experience
and lessons of this study, future research is needed to improve the intelligence level of the
construction process by considering more realistic conditions. Driven by DTs, the fusion of
sensing technology and artificial intelligence technology to analyze the safety performance
change of the whole lifecycle of the structure will be the next research focus.
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