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Abstract: It is essential to assess the soil organic carbon pool (SOCP) in dry environments to apply
appropriate management techniques that address sustainable development. A significant opportu-
nity for sustaining agricultural output and reducing climate change is the storage of soil organic
carbon in agricultural soil. The goal of this study was to measure the spatial variability of SOCP
content, and determine the effects of soil texture, changes in land use, and land cover on SOCP in
surface soil samples. The study additionally investigated the relationships between SOCP and other
characteristics, including the normalized vegetation index (NDVI) and land surface temperature
(LST), as well as the effects of increasing soil organic carbon on the amount of greenhouse gases.
To accomplish this goal, 45 soil surface samples were collected to a depth of 30 cm at the Fayoum
depression in Egypt, and analyzed. The soil samples were representative of various soil textures
and land uses. The average SOCP concentration in cultivated regions is 32.1 and in bare soils it
is 6.5 Mg ha~!, with areas of 157,112.94 and 16,073.27 ha, respectively. According to variances in
soil textures, sandy soils have the lowest SOCP (1.8 Mg ha—1) and clay loam soils have the highest
concentrations (49 Mg ha~'). Additionally, fruit-growing regions have the greatest SOCP values
and may therefore be better suited for carbon sequestration. The overall average SOCP showed
32.12 Mg C ha~! for cultivated areas. A rise in arable land was accompanied by a 112,870.09 Mg C
rise in SOCP. With an increase in soil organic carbon, stored carbon dioxide emissions (greenhouse
gases) would be reduced by 414,233.24 Mg CO,. We should consider improving fertilization, irriga-
tion methods, the use of the multiple cropping index, decreasing desertion rates, appropriate crop
rotation, and crop variety selection. The research highlights the significance of expanding cultivated
areas towards sustainable carbon sequestration and the climate-change-mitigation potential.

Keywords: sustainable carbon sequestration; NDVI; land surface temperature (LST); greenhouse
gases mitigation; Fayoum depression

1. Introduction

Soil organic carbon (SOC) is a crucial component of both food security and climate
change mitigation, through carbon sequestration [1]. It is a crucial indicator for determining
and controlling soil fertility, soil quality, and soil degradation [2,3]. Changes in land use
over the past few decades have had a considerable impact on the global warming process
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through carbon dioxide (CO;) emissions. However, the reduction in atmospheric CO,
rates may be aided by carbon sequestration in terrestrial ecosystems [4]. For instance, it
has been estimated that croplands can annually store a carbon concentration ranging from
0.90 to 1.85 Pg, which equates to 26% to 53% of the initiative’s “4 per 1000” target for
soil carbon sequestration [5]. Hence, increasing SOC sequestration through agricultural
management approaches has the potential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by some
amount [6]. There is concern that if SOC content in soils reduces too much, the soil physical
qualities would degrade and soil nutrient cycling processes will become impaired, which
will affect agriculture’s ability to produce [7,8]. In terms of particle size distribution and
SOC content, soil erosion is a selective process; the eroded material contains more fine soil
particles and organic matter than the source material did [9-11]. A positive correlation
exists between SOC content and the quantity of 63 um sized fine-grained particles [9].
Additionally, it was discovered that 77% of the SOC in cultivated soils is preserved in the
proportion of particles of 20 pm and that 86% to 91% of the SOC is connected with soil
mineral particles [12,13]. According to data from the World Bank in 2016, agricultural
land covers around 38.18% of the global area and is the main land-use type among all
land-use types [14]. Egypt’s land area (96%) is classed as desert and has a very-high-to-high
sensitivity to desertification. Over the past 35 years, successful attempts to reclaim desert
regions have been made by the public and private sectors, totaling more than one million
feddans (feddan = 0.42 hectar) [15].

The change in SOC storage is constantly influenced by agricultural activity and pro-
duction [16,17]. Therefore, it is important to look at the SOC’s geographical and temporal
distribution patterns in agricultural regions. SOC, the primary soil fertilizer, has an impact
on soil composition and crop growth [18]. The type and quantity of carbon that enters the
soil system, as well as the physical makeup of the root zone, have the most effects on plants.
This has indirect impacts on the biomass and composition of the microbial community [19].
Moreover, plant biomass production is enhanced by carbon resources [20]. Additionally,
the climate may change the activity of soil microbes, which could affect SOC humification
and modify its chemical composition [21,22].

The normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI) is a crucial indicator of crop
biomass and growth use [14]. Many factors, including soil type, soil management tech-
niques, and climate conditions, affect the soil’s capacity to store organic matter [23-25].
Although the temperature harms SOC vertical distribution, precipitation has a favorable
impact on SOC content [26]. One of the world’s most environmentally vulnerable areas is
Egypt, a country that is primarily desert and hyperarid. In the context of global warming,
the nation became a hotspot for climatic extremes and aridity change [27]. Research on
land surface temperature (LST) variations is more crucial in arid areas [28]. Trends and
variability in surface temperature are found using satellite images as a source of data [29].
The capacity to measure earth’s surface conditions, the availability of high resolution, and
consistent and repeating coverage are all benefits of utilizing remotely sensed data [30].
Low atmospheric precipitation is one of the most noticeable characteristics of arid regions
which directly impacts the soil moisture content and indirectly influences the vegetation
conditions in these locations [31]. Thus, in drylands, there is a greater need for attention
given to the effects of climate change and potential food security adjustments [32]. Un-
derstanding the current level and spatial distribution of SOC can aid in quantifying and
tracking carbon, which can aid in increasing the amount of carbon sequestered in soils to
reduce concerns about climate change [33].

Many studies have demonstrated the strong spatial dependency of soil properties,
and soil mapping has effectively employed trend soil-surface analysis, inverse-distance-
weighted models, and geostatistical models [34-36]. Kriging is an effective geostatistical
method for examining the geographical distribution of soil properties and incorporating
data into raster maps through spatial interpolation [37,38].

The study hypothesizes that many factors, including soil texture, land use, and LST,
may have an impact on some characteristics, such as carbon sequestration ability, and as a
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result, have an impact on CO, mitigation. Thus, the objectives of the current study were to:
(1) assess and demonstrate spatial variability of SOCP content; (2) ascertain the effects of
soil texture and changes in land use and land cover on SOCP in the surface soil samples; (3)
examine the relationships between SOCP and other attributes such as NDVI and LST; and
(4) evaluate the effects of an increase in soil organic carbon on the amount of greenhouse
gases (GHGs) in the atmosphere as a result of carbon dioxide emissions.

2. Methodology
2.1. Investigated Region

The Fayoum depression in Egypt’s Western Desert occupies an area of roughly
2302.67 km? (230,267 hectares) (total study area). Its boundaries are 29°10" and 29°34' E
longitude and 30°15" and 31°06’ N latitude (Figure 1). According to the research area’s
climate data, the mean minimum and highest annual temperatures are 14.5 and 31.0 °C,
respectively, and the mean annual precipitation is 7.2 mm. The highest daily evapotran-
spiration rate was 7.3 mm, while the lowest rate was 1.9 mm, which occurred in January.
The soil’s temperature and moisture levels are governed by thermal and torric regimes,
respectively [39]. The canal of Hawara, which carries water to the depression, connects it to
the Nile River [40]. Lacustrine plain, fluvial-lacustrine plain, and alluvial plain are the three
main landscapes that make up the physiographic units of the El-Fayoum depression [41,42].
The study area is distinguished by an elevation that reaches 23 m above sea level [43].
Six districts comprise the research area (Tamia, Sinnoris, Ibshawai, Fayoum, Yousef El
Sadik, and Itsa). In the research area, agriculture dominates [44].
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Figure 1. Research area’s location (a) map of Egypt, (b) Fayoum depression (study area).

2.2. Soil Samples and Laboratory Analysis

Forty-five soil surface samples were collected to a depth of 30 cm (Figure 1). Utilizing
GPS, the coordinates of each location were recorded. In each location, a single mixed
sample (from three replicates) that characterized the root-zone soil was taken. The chosen
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locations illustrate the spatial changes that have occurred in the research area, which
is defined by a wide range of physiographic characteristics [42]. The samples were air-
dried, crushed, and put through a 2 mm sieve to prepare them for physical and chemical
examinations. A glass electrode was used to test the soil reaction (pH) of a 1:2.5 soil-to-
water solution [34] using the pH meter Europe/Romania, model/type HI2211 HANNA. In
saturated soil paste extract, the electrical conductivity (ECe) of the soil was measured [45]
using an EC meter EUTECH-Singapore, model/type CON 2700. The instrument was
calibrated using standard pH and conductivity solutions prior to the analyses. Based on the
mathematical formula provided by [35], the exchangeable sodium percentage (ESP) was
calculated (ESP = exchangablecl\ITaC x 100). Cation-exchange capacity (CEC) was measured
using the sodium acetate technique [46]. The calcium carbonate (CaCOj3) was analyzed
by applying hydrochloric acid (HCL) to 1 g of dry soil and gypsum, based on guidelines
of [47]. The soil organic matter (SOM) was measured via titration and acid-dichromate
potassium (the Walkley and Black procedure) [46,48]. Using the international texture
triangle and the international pipette method, soil particle studies were carried out relying
on the percentage of sand, silt, and clay in the soil. When analyzing soil texture using
the pipette method, the soil is first mechanically and chemically dispersed, and then it
is fractionated. Sedimentation is then used to determine the silt and clay fractions after
quantifying the sand fraction through sieving [49]. Using soil core samples, bulk density
(BD) was measured [50]. The cores’ contents were weighed after drying for 24 h at 105 °C
in an oven. The dry weight-to-volume ratio provides the BD [51].

2.3. Statistical Analysis

Using SPSS version 25, the minimum, maximum, arithmetic mean, standard deviation,
skewness and kurtosis of the investigated soil properties were calculated. The Pearson
correlation coefficient was utilized to show linear relationships between studied variables.

2.4. Geostatistical Analyses

The simple Kriging interpolation method was used to create maps showing the spatial
distribution of soil parameter patterns [42,52]. With ArcGIS software 10.4, the geostatistical
studies use the Kriging interpolation method [53]. The best model that matched for the
chosen soil parameters was determined in the current study using semi-variogram models
(Gaussian, circular, and spherical). According to [54], the accuracy of the various models
has been assessed based on the mean standardized error (MSE), and root-mean-square
error (RMSE) Equations (1)—(3). The correctness of the model was shown by the values of
MSE and root-mean-square standardized error (RMSSE) that were closest to zero and one,
respectively [55-58].

MSE = %Z[xi — yl] (1)
i=1
RMSE = ;;[xl vil ()
RMSE = \/ %f[xi — yil*/ o M(yi) 3)
i=1

where x; and y; represent the measured and expected values, respectively, n denotes the
quantity of predicted values among a set of nearby soil samples, and oM the standardized
error of predicted values.

2.5. Remote Sensing and Image Analysis
2.5.1. Supervised Classification

For the supervised image categorization of the research area, the Landsat 7 ETM+,
which captured data on 27 June 2000, and the Operational Land Imager (OLI), which
captured data on 26 August 2013 and 20 August 2022, with a spatial resolution of 30 m, were
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employed. The image preprocessing based on radiometric and atmospheric calibrations
were carried out using ENVI software version 5.3. A supervised maximum likelihood
classification was utilized to categorize the satellite image to produce land-use maps [59].

2.5.2. Image Analysis for Land Surface Temperature (LST)

ArcGIS 10.4 was used to construct the algorithm. In this work, brightness temperatures
were estimated using bands 10 and 11 of Landsat 8’s thermal infrared data, while the NDVI
was computed using bands 4 and 5. The USGS website for extracting top-of-atmosphere
(TOA) spectral radiation is where the LST retrieval formulae were obtained from [60].

2.5.3. The Conversion of Digital Numbers (DN) to the Top-of-Atmosphere Radiance (TOA)

Using the radiance rescaling factors provided in the metadata file, the thermal band
data DN were transformed to TOA spectral radiance [61] according to Equation (4).

Ly =M; X Qe + A 4)

where:

L) =the TOA’s spectral radiance in watts/ (m?xsrad*m),

M, = aband-specific multiplicative rescaling factor from the metadata (RADIANCE
MULT BAND x),

Qa1 = a set of quantized and calibrated standard-product pixel values (DN),

Aj = a band-specific additive rescaling factor from the metadata (RADIANCE ADD
BAND x.

2.5.4. Transforming TOA into At-Satellite Brightness Temperature

Using Equation (5), the thermal constants in the MTL file can be used to transform
thermal band data from spectral radiance to top-of-atmosphere brightness temperature [61].

BT =K +ln{<£<l) —i—l} —273.15 ()
A
where: BT = top-of-atmosphere brightness temperature (°C), K; = K; constant band (No.),

and Kj = K; constant band (no.).

2.5.5. Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) Calculation

A close relationship exists between drought conditions and the normalized difference
vegetation index (NDVI), which is obtained from remote-sensing (satellite) data. The
varied colors (wavelengths) of visible and near-infrared sunlight reflected by the plants are
examined to identify the density of green on a piece of land; red and near-infrared bands,
i.e., Bands 4 and 5 (Landsat OLI 8), and Bands 3 and 4 (Landsat 7 ETM+), were utilized
for the normal NDVI calculation, respectively. Since NDVI can be used to estimate general
vegetation status and since the amount of vegetation present is a significant influence,
estimating the NDVI is crucial. The NDVI calculation based on Equations (6) and (7) is
crucial because it should be followed by calculations of the proportion of vegetation (PV),
which are closely related to the NDVI, and emissivity (¢), which is related to both. The
values of NDVI in the year 2022 were used in the calculation of LST. The NDVI for Landsat
OLI 8 is calculated using the following equation.

Band 5 — Band 4
NDVI = Band 5 + Band 4 ©)

This equation expresses the calculation of NDVI for Landsat OLI 8, where Band 4
stands for the red band (wavelength = 0.64-0.67 um), and Band 5 for the near-infrared band
(NIR) (wavelength = 0.85-0.88 um).
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The calculation of NDVI for Landsat 7 ETM+ is expressed by the following

Band 4 — Band 3
NDVI = Band 4 + Band 3 7)

where Band 3 stands for the red band (wavelength = 0.63-0.69 um), and Band 4 for the
near-infrared band (NIR) (wavelength = 0.77-0.90 um).

2.5.6. Determining the Vegetation Proportion

The percentage of ground covered by vegetation in a vertical projection is referred
to as the vegetation fraction (proportion of vegetation). Via plant transpiration, surface
albedo, emissivity, and roughness, changes in vegetation cover have a direct impact on
surface water and energy budgets [62]. The NDVI readings for soil and vegetation are
strongly connected to the percentage of vegetation (P, ). The standard NDVI approach
was used to estimate (P, ) in this study, as shown in Equation (8) [63].

NDVI—NDVIyin 1o
NDV Inax + NDVIpin

Py ®)
where NDV I, and NDV [, = the minimum and maximum values of the NDVI, which
stand for the NDVI of the vegetation and the soil, respectively.

2.5.7. Land Surface Emissivity (¢) Calculation

The land surface emissivity (¢), calculated from the measured radiance and land
surface temperature, which is the average emissivity of a surface element on Earth, is based
on Equation (9). In cases where the NDVI is less than 0, water is assumed to be present, and
an emissivity value of 0.991 is assigned. The emissivity value of 0.996 is given for NDVI
values between 0 and 0.2, which indicate that the ground is covered in soil. The emissivity
is calculated using [64] and values between 0.2 and 0.5 are regarded as combinations of soil
and vegetation cover. In the final scenario, a value of 0.973 is assigned, since vegetation is
thought to be present when the NDVI value is larger than 0.5. The emissivity value of 0.986
was ascribed to this study, however, because the typical NDVI value lies from less than 0 to
more than 0.5.

e =0.004 x P, +0.986 )

where: ¢ is Land Surface Emissivity, and 0.986 is the blackbody radiance factor according to
Planck’s law.

2.5.8. Calculating Land Surface Temperature (LST)

As shown in Equation (10) below, the emissivity-corrected land surface temperature
(LST) is calculated.

BT

LST =
1+ (115 (BT) x In(e/1.483 x 10-2)

(10)

where LST is expressed in degrees Celsius, BT is the temperature of the at-sensor brightness
in Celsius, A (um) is the wavelength of the emitted radiation: p (mK). The Stefan-Boltzmann
constant is equal to 0. Planck’s constant is equal to h, light velocity is equal to ¢, and
emissivity of the land surface is equal to (¢).

2.6. Calculation of the Soil Organic Carbon Pool (SOCP)

The relationship between SOCP and soil organic carbon (SOC) concentration was
examined [1]. Data for soil organic matter content were first multiplied by a factor of 0.58
to obtain SOC % [65]. The soil organic content percentage (SOC) was multiplied by the soil
bulk density (Mg m~3) within the sampled soil depth (cm) and the fine soil fraction (2 mm
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in size) to determine the mass-per-unit area (kg m~2) for each soil profile at the top 30 cm
depth [65], as shown in Equation (11).

F
SOCP =[L x SOC x B.D x (1— m)]/lo (11)
where SOCP is the soil organic carbon pool surface-soil samples (30 cm), L is the soil layer
thickness, (cm), SOC is the soil organic carbon, B.D. is the dry bulk density of the soil,
(Mg m~3), and F is the coarse soil fragment of more than 2 mm (wt.%).

2.7. Mitigation of Carbon Dioxide (CO,)

The following Equation (12) was used to determine the mitigation emitted carbon
dioxide (CO;), based on the soil organic carbon sequestered in the soil surface. The
molecular weight of CO, divided by the atomic weight of carbon results in a factor of
3.67. The weighted average of molecules carrying the various carbon isotopes found in
the atmosphere, primarily 12C and 13C, was used by Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change [66] instead of 44 and 12, respectively.

MEC = ASCS x 3.67 (12)
where MEC = mitigation emitted CO, and ASCS = amount of soil carbon sequestration.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Soil Characteristics within Research Area

Table 1 contains a list of the study area’s soil characteristics. The pH values in particular
vary from 7.21 to 8.37, with an average value of 7.84 + 0.47, indicating that the research
region has mildly/strongly alkaline conditions [48]. Higher soil pH causes an increase in
the mineralizable portions of N and C ratios, where the linkages between clays and organic
components are disrupted [67]. The findings show that the research area has moderate-to-
highly salinized soils, with average ECe values of 4.99 4= 3.96 dS m~!, and ranges from 1.20
to 17.40 dS m~! [68]. High-quality water is required for the leaching of highly salinized
soils [69]. The average ESP value is 15.48 £ 7.10, and the values range from 6.28 to 36.83.
This high sodium content might harm soil features like soil structure and hydrology, which
will ultimately lower crop yield [42]. The CEC of the research region ranges widely, from
6.35 to 41.70 cmol. kg~ ! soil, with an average of 22.274 8.79 cmolckg ! soil. Basic alkali
cation adsorption and CEC are correlated with clay concentration. The opposite effects that
clay and silt have on other soil characteristics depend primarily on their contribution to the
soil particle-size distribution, since clay has a higher surface area and CEC than silt [70].
The CaCOj; concentrations range from 35 to 230.9 g kg~!. The greatest CaCOj3 values,
possibly caused by shell particles, were found in areas near Qaroun Lake, in agreement
with [42]. The addition of P fertiliser to calcareous soils with the highest CaCOj3 values can
fix P fertiliser and create very hard layers that are impervious to water and crop roots [71].
The research area has a comparatively low SOM content in line with [42], ranging from 0.7
to 19.5 g kg1, with an average of 11.1 + 5.7 g kg~!. The SOM is crucial for preserving
appropriate soil structure, improving the availability of minerals that enhance soil fertility,
and preserving the farm ecosystems [72]. According to the physical characteristics of
the research area’s soil, sandy clay loam, clay loam, and clay are the most prevalent soil
textures; the average dry bulk density was 1.45 + 0.09 Mg m 2, and ranged from 1.24 to
1.57 Mg m3. The evaluated soil parameters’ low skewness and kurtosis values indicated
that the distribution was roughly normal.
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Table 1. Quantifiable information about the variables under investigation.
Statistical
Characteristics
Min. Max. Mean Std. Skewness Kurtosis
pH 7.21 8.37 7.84 0.22 0.42 1.49
EC(dSm™1) 1.20 17.40 499 3.96 1.77 2.38
ESP 6.28 36.83 15.48 7.10 1.35 1.54
CEIEg(frf;OlC 6.35 41.70 2227 9.44 —0.03 —0.75
CaCOs (g kgfl) 35 230.9 99.9 55.93 1.01 —0.08
Gypsum % 0.11 0.45 0.19 0.08 1.13 1.07
SOM (g kgfl) 0.7 19.5 11.11 5.7 —0.54 —1.03
B.D. Mg m3) 1.24 1.57 1.45 0.09 —0.92 0.41

Min. is minimum, Max. is maximum, Std. is standard deviation, and Mg. is megagram.

3.2. Mapping Based on Geostatistical Analysis

Table 2 shows the semi-variogram modeling’s parameters. With the use of RMSE,
MSE, and RMSSE, the accuracy parameter of the semi-variograms’ best-fit model was
determined. According to the findings, the Gaussian model was well suited for EC, ESP,
CaCO;3, and gypsum, and the spherical model was suitable for pH, SOM, SOC and BD.
The circular model was also well suited for CEC. While the RMSSE values were close to
one, the MSE values were nearly zero for all of the parameters that were chosen. The
higher portions of the northwest and northeast of the research area, respectively, showed an
increase in the spatial patterns of pH and EC (Figure 2) The northeast region, where Qaroun
Lake is located, had the highest CaCOj3 levels. The highest values of SOM were found in
the middle areas of the study area. The greatest BD values were scattered in several regions
to the east and west of the research area, with no obvious spatial pattern (Figure 2).

Table 2. Modelling of spatial-data semi-variogram parameters.

Soil Parameters ~ Model Type Mean RMSE MSE RMSSE
pH Spherical —0.001 0.167 —0.01 0.982
EC Gaussian —0.35 3.80 —0.08 1.07
ESP Gaussian 0.59 8.29 0.08 1.10
CEC Circular —0.2738 10.87 —0.02 0.99
CaCO3 Gaussian —-0.14 5.47 —0.02 1.00
Gypsum Gaussian —0.00 0.07 —0.004 1.03
SOM Spherical —0.010 0.651 —0.02 0.99
SOC Spherical 0.447 12.27 0.030 0.98
BD Spherical —0.00 0.082 —0.05 1.02

3.3. Interaction between Different Studied Variables

A substantial inverse relationship (r = —0.713) between clay and land surface temper-
ature is evident (Table 3), and these outcomes are consistent with Wang et al. 2015 [73]).
There is a substantial positive association between soil organic matter, CEC, and clay, and
these outcomes are consistent with those in [43]. Bulk density is inversely related to the
amount of organic matter in the soil (r = —55). The bulk density will decrease as the level
of organic matter increases [74]. There is a direct correlation between sand percentage and
density values, according to the results of the study on the relationship of soil bulk density
with texture, total organic-matter content, and porosity; thus, an increase in the amount of
organic matter can result in a decrease in the value of density, which is necessary for the
proper growth of plants [75]. High soil-density values cause the porosity to decline, which
in turn lowers the soil’s ability to hold onto water, which is essential for plants to grow
properly [76]. The characteristic that needs to be calculated with the highest importance
is clay content (soil fraction < 2 um), because clays provide some protection against the
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oxidation of organic matter, and organic carbon levels rise as clay content increases [77].
This has to do with the ability of soils to exchange cations, and it permits precise control
of soil hydraulic characteristics such as water storage and availability to crop plants, field
capacity, and wilting point. It is the initial statistical consideration made when developing
pedotransfer functions [78-80]. Thus, NDVI and soil clay have a correlation coefficient
of (r =0.60). According to [81], NDVI is a highly accurate predictor of SOC levels, which
represent the biomass and productivity of vegetation. These results show that NDVI and
SOCP have a significant association (r = 0.67). There is a significantly inverse (r = 0.68) corre-
lation between the NDVI and LST (Table 3). According to Kumar et al., [82], anthropogenic
heat release from energy use and a decline in plant cover are both contributing factors to
the rise in LST. In the current global climate, increased urbanization, development, and

deforestation, which raise LST, have led to a reduction in NDVI [83].
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Figure 2. Interpolation maps of studied variables: (a) soil reaction (pH), (b) electric conductivity
(EC: dS/m), (c) exchangeable sodium percent (ESP), (d) cation-exchange capacity (CEC: cmole/kg),
(e) calcium carbonate (CaCOs: g kg_l), (f) gypsum (g kg_l), (g) soil organic carbon (SOM: g kg_l),
(h) soil texture, and (i) bulk density (B.D.: Mg m3).
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Table 3. The analyzed variables’ Pearson correlation matrix.
Clay CaCO3 Gypsum OoM B.D. SOCP CEC ESP pH EC LST NDVI
Clay 1 —0.131 —0.124 0857  —0744*  0817* 0.869*  —0.522* 0.268 —0418*  —0713* 0.606 **
CaCO; -0.131 1 0.205 0.099 0333 % 0.145 0.181 0332* 0192 0194 -0.117 0.255
Gypsum  —0.124 0.205 1 —0.057 0.096 ~0.061 ~0.052 ~0.051 0.046 0.146 0.070 ~0.082
OM 0.857 ** 0.099 ~0.057 1 —0549% 0991 0.937 ** —0.274 0.510 ** ~0.229 —0.806 ** 0.689 **
B.D. —0744%  0.333* 0.09 —0.549 ** 1 —0435%  —0586% 0408 * —0272 ~0.009 0.448 ** —0.450 **
SOCP 0.817 ** 0.145 —0.061 0991  —0435* 1 0911 ** —0245 0.493 ** —0.267 —0.803 ** 0.676 **
CEC 0.869 ** 0181 ~0.052 0937 —0586*  0.911* 1 —0297%  0.494* —0221 —0.723 * 0.641 **
ESP —0522%  0.332* —0.051 —0.274 0.408 ** —0.245 —0.297* 1 0.130 0.538 ** 0.161 ~0.165
pH 0.268 0192 0.046 0510 ** —0272 0.493 ** 0.494 ** 0.130 1 0169 —0.0420% 0517 *
EC —0.418 ** 0.194 0.146 ~0.229 —0.009 —0.267 -0221 0.538 ** 0.169 1 0078 0.036
LST —0713*  —0.117 0.070 —0.806*  0448*  —0803*  —0723* 0.161 —0.420 ** 0078 1 —0.793 **
NDVI 0.606* 0.255 —0.082 0689*  —0450*  0.676* 0.641 ** —0.165 0.517 ** 0.036 —0.793 * 1

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). * Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

3.4. Land-Use Change Detection

The current land use of the research area is depicted in Figure 3. Cultivated areas,
barren soils, urban areas, and water bodies were the four classes that were observed.
Agriculture areas are the dominant classes, accounting for approximately 157,112.94 ha
(68.24%) of the total area. Wheat, sesame, cotton, maize, clover, and several medicinal
and aromatic plants are the major field crops in the study area. Fruit trees include mango,
guava, grape, citrus, date palm, and olive trees. Urban (residential and industrial areas)
are the second dominant class, representing approximately 22,534 ha (9.78%) of the total
studied area, while bare soils account for 16,073.27 ha (6.98%) and water bodies account
for 34,546 ha (15%). Figure 3 and Table 4 below display how land use in the study area
changed between 2000, 2013 and 2022. The change-detection analysis is a useful tool for
describing changes seen across all land-use categories. The area of bare soils decreased by
an average of 13,507.13 hectares between 2000 and 2022 as a result of land reclamation [84].
Soil salinity and alkalinity were the key factors limiting soil capacity in the study area. The
use of tile drainage, low-salt irrigation water, and soil amendment using gypsum or organic
matter to improve soil fertility and reduce soil salinity was suggested [42,85,86]. In 2013,
particularly, the area of agricultural land was practically steady or had slightly increased,
despite the growth of reclaimed land, and this is due to the increase in urbanization. The
water bodies decreased by around 1346 ha. The Normalized Difference Vegetation Index
(NDVI) correlates soil organic matter and vegetation cover in a direct and indirect manner,
respectively [87]. Thus, an increase in cultivated areas of 3513.93 ha caused an increase in
NDVI in 2022 (Figure 4). The highest NDVI value recorded in 2000 was 0.67, followed by
0.58 in 2013 and 0.75 in 2022.

Table 4. Changes in land use in the Fayoum depression region between 2000, 2013 and 2022.

Area (ha)
Change
2000 2013 2022 (2000-2022)
Cultivated areas 153,599 156,133.56 157,112.94 3513.93
Urban area 12,772.7 20,333.75 22,534.79 9762.09
Bare soils 29,580.4 17,907.69 16,073.27 —13,507.13
Water bodies 34,315 35,892 34,546 —231
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3.5. LST and NDVI of Study Area

The bare soil areas showed the highest mean surface temperatures, with values ranging
from 41.24 °C to 43.11 °C, when LST and LULC were taken into account (Figure 5). This
is consistent with the findings of [88], which similarly discovered higher LST values for
exposed locations. The energy-exchange activities taking place in the soil are changed
by exposing bare surfaces. In fact, soils serve as a significant heat sink, and changes to
their LULC can affect the surface temperature [89]. Throughout the study period, LST
values in agricultural areas ranged from about 31.87 to 41.75 °C. The mean LST values
were lowest in cultivated areas because plants have the ability to selectively absorb and
reflect solar radiation energy, which reduces the amount of heat absorbed in the soil by
transpiration [90,91]. The maximum NDVI value in cultivated areas was 0.62, whereas the
mean NDVI value on bare soil is —0.09. Consequently, bare soils are associated with lower
NDVI levels (Table 5).
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Figure 5. Land Surface Temperature (LST) of the study area.

Table 5. Statistical values of LST and NDVI in both cultivated and bare soils.

Cultivated Areas Bare Soils
Property N Max Mean Std. N Mini Max Mean Std.
LST °C 37 41.65 36.06 2.57 8 41.24 44.67 43.11 1.40
NDVI —0.11 0.62 0.30 0.12 —0.13 —0.003 —0.09 0.044

Min. is minimum, Max is maximum and Std. is standard deviation.

3.6. Variation in SOCP and MEC of Study Area

The SOCP levels were quite varied, as illustrated in Figure 6a. According to variations
in land use, the average concentration of SOCP in cultivated regions is 32.1 and in bare
soils it is 6.5 Mg ha~!, with areas of 157,112.94 and 16,073.27 ha, respectively. Changes in
soil surface, litter composition and the rate at which organic matter decomposes are the
causes of possible variations in the values for organic carbon in various soils. The highest
values of this attribute have been found in the agricultural region due to the possibility
that an increase in carbon levels will also boost water-retention capacity [92,93]. However,
the amount of organic matter in the soil affects the process of carbon mineralization and
has a direct impact on the fertility and nutrient content of the soil. The rate of carbon
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mineralization declines because there is less organic matter available without a constant
supply of new organic matter [94]. Differences in soil textures reveal that the sandy soils
have the lowest SOCP (1.8 Mg ha~!) and the clay loam soils (49 Mg ha™!), in agreement
with [85,95], have the highest SOCP, which is falling in the east and west parts of the study
area. Soil organic carbon sequestered in cultivated areas was quantified as SOCP on a larger
scale. Furthermore, the regions where fruit trees are grown have the highest SOCP values
and might therefore be used more successfully for carbon sequestration, which lowers
overall CO; levels and restores degraded land in these dry locations by raising soil organic
carbon (SOC) contents. Fruit trees have excellent structural qualities that enable them to
acquire a substantial quantity of carbon, such as a long life cycle, permanent organs like
trunks, branches, and roots, zero soil tillage (maintaining soil organic matter), and high
quality and yield. Consequently, fruit plants have great potential to absorb atmospheric
carbon [96]. Global warming and air pollution are two challenges the globe faces today;,
and the two problems are interrelated. Hence, reducing air pollutant emissions while also
taking steps to minimize carbon dioxide is common [97]. In terms of cropland area, the
overall average SOCP values revealed 32.12 Mg C ha~!. An increase in arable land led to
a 112,870.09 Mg C increase in SOCP. The most important component that could be used
to reduce carbon emissions from terrestrial ecosystems is farmland [98]. Carbon dioxide
emissions would decrease with an increase in soil organic carbon sequestered within the soil
surface. The mitigation of emitted CO, came about as a result of expanding the cropland by
414,233.24 Mg CO5 (Figure 6b), although an increase in soil carbon storage and a decrease in
soil carbon emissions can both be achieved with the right management practices, according
to studies. As an illustration, consider enhancing fertilization, irrigation techniques, a
multiple cropping index, lowering desertion rates, suitable crop rotation, and crop variety
selection [99].
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Figure 6. (a) The distribution of SOCP within the study area and (b) the MEC (Mg CO;) due to
expansion of cultivated area.

4. Conclusions

The main finding of this study validated our hypothesis that certain qualities, includ-
ing the capacity for carbon sequestration, may be influenced by important parameters like
soil texture, land use, and LST, which may then have an effect on CO, mitigation. When
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compared to soil types and different land use, the soil organic carbon pool (SOCP) in the
top 30 cm of soils differed greatly. According to differences in soil texture, clay loam soils
have the highest SOCP and sandy soils have the lowest SOCP. The NDVI was trustworthy
indicator of the vegetation dynamics brought on by changes in land use. The NDVI and LST
have a noticeable inverse relationship. If soil organic C sequestration was determined for
specific soils within the various land uses on a regional scale, a higher degree of precision
might be attained. Increasing the amount of arable soil through land reclamation increased
the total SOCP and reduced CO, emissions, which had a favorable impact on the levels of
greenhouse gases in the surrounding atmosphere. Furthermore, the areas with the greatest
SOCP values could be more effectively employed for carbon sequestration, which reduces
overall CO; levels and revitalizes degraded land in these arid regions by increasing soil
organic carbon (SOC) contents. Fruit trees have exceptional structural characteristics that
allow them to absorb a significant amount of carbon, including a long life cycle, permanent
organs such trunks, branches, and roots, zero soil tillage (preserving soil organic matter),
and good quality and production. The study emphasizes the value of increasing farmed
land for long-term carbon sequestration and potential climate-change mitigation.
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