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1. Introduction to the Special Issue

The primary objective of this Special Issue of Water is to explore the interesting inter-
play that exists between port structures, maritime transport, and tourism. As a matter of
fact, ports have played an important role throughout the centuries in connecting land and
sea. Such a connection enhanced global trade, economic growth, and, ultimately, cultural
exchange between different societies from around the globe. Furthermore, in recent times,
the importance of ports has increased, as they now play a particularly important role when
it comes to fostering sustainable tourism and coastal development [1–3].

Hence, this Special Issue’s aim is to deeply explore the multifaceted aspects associated
with port infrastructure, maritime transport, and the relationship that might be established
between those topics and tourism. It gathers a range of scholarly articles and research
papers that focus on multiple key aspects within this domain. In that sense, the contributing
authors—experts in their respective fields of investigation—studied various topics and
addressed both theoretical and practical aspects in order to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the intersection between the aforementioned topics.

Some of the main themes explored throughout this Special Issue include:

1. Port Infrastructure and Technological Advancements: The studies presented in this
section focus on the design, development, and modernization of port infrastructure.
This encompasses the ports’ management systems, implementation of technological
solutions, and the importance that port structures have both from the maritime
transport and the tourism perspectives [4,5].

2. Maritime Transport and Sustainable Practices: This section’s focus is on studying
the importance of sustainable practices in the maritime transport sector, mainly from
an environmental point of view. Studies within this section of the Special Issue
investigate various eco-friendly approaches that can be implemented in this field,
such as the adoption of alternative fuels and the incorporation of renewable energy
sources, aiming to foster the rise of more sustainable maritime transport options [6,7].

3. Tourism and Port Cities: Cities, where ports are located, have emerged as important
tourist destinations. The articles in this section aim to study the different ways in
which these cities are using their maritime heritage, culture, and local attractions to
provide a sustainable and responsible tourist experience [8,9].
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4. Cruise Tourism: Cruise tourism’s importance to the global tourism industry signif-
icantly increased over the past few decades. Such a scenario results in this sector
being one of the pillars of the global tourism industry currently. Hence, this section
examines multiple aspects within the cruise tourism sphere, namely its economic
impact, challenges, opportunities, and infrastructure requirements, with the objective
of ensuring a balanced approach that enhances the well-being of both tourists and
locals [10,11].

5. Connectivity and Regional Development: Efficient port and maritime transport
systems are key to connect regions, promote international trade, and stimulate re-
gional development. Thus, this segment assesses how ports can foster economic
growth, namely by highlighting some success stories from different regions around
the globe [12,13].

It is our belief that the insights presented here will contribute to the existing literature
on the topic and, ultimately, will foster the development of future research in the field
of port structures, maritime transport, and tourism. Understanding the connection that
exists between these domains allows for the creation of a more sustainable, resilient, and
inclusive maritime landscape while considering both the interests of locals and tourists.

We would like to express our gratitude to all the authors who contributed to the
overall quality and rigor of this Special Issue. We hope that this collection will provide
valuable information and tools for academics, industry professionals, policymakers, and
all those that are interested in these topics.

This Special Issue is composed of five original papers, which are divided into two
main categories: experimental and field survey studies. As such, each author’s contribution
provides different insights and research outputs that, when combined, contribute to a better
understanding of the port structures, maritime transport, and tourism sectors.

2. Overview of the Contributions of this Special Issue
2.1. Exploring Cruise Tourists’ Preferences and Satisfaction: The Case of Taiwan [Contribution 1]

In this study, the product attributes of cruise tours are distinguished into on-board
activities, leisure space, cabin comfort, Michelin restaurant, and refund mechanism, and a
multi-attribute utility model of cruise tours is constructed using the choice experiment (CE)
method. Of the 575 questionnaires distributed, 439 were valid, with an effective recovery
rate of 76.3%. The results revealed the following: (1) when cruisers travel, what they value
the most is the quality of service on board, followed by the facilities on board; (2) passen-
gers’ preferences for comfortable pool space and more activities on board are negatively
significant, indicating that they do not prefer to add these amenities and experiences to the
cruise ship; (3) passengers are willing to pay extra to upgrade their interior cabin to one
with a view and to experience the Michelin restaurant; and (4) influenced by the COVID-19
pandemic, cruisers are more willing to manage their own health. Moreover, the pandemic
has not reduced their willingness to travel by cruise [contribution 1].

2.2. Inland Navigation as an Opportunity to Increase the Cargo Capacity of the Tri-City Seaports
[Contribution 2]

The aim of the article is to analyze the transport accessibility of the Tri-City seaports as
well as to verify the necessity of starting inland navigation. The proposal to develop inland
navigation by creating new and developing existing waterways is supported by the idea of
sustainable transport, which emphasizes how important it is to improve the efficiency of
transport work and to minimize the harmful impact of transport on the environment. The
purpose of this study is to determine the capability to increase the cargo capacity of the
Port of Gdansk and the Port of Gdynia. The article presents the results of an operational
analysis from the navigation and maneuvering simulator Navi-Trainer Professional 5000,
demonstrating scenarios where a barge from Tri-City seaports reaches the planned dry port
in Zajączkowo Tczewskie. This concept is intended to present an option for relieving truck
traffic in the Tri-City area [contribution 2].
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2.3. The Role of the Andalusian Institute for Agrarian Reform (IARA) in Irrigation Expansion: The
Case of the Chanza Irrigation Project (Huelva, Spain) [Contribution 3]

In the last two decades of the 20th century, irrigation in Andalusia experienced a
historic expansion as a result of the transfer of political powers from the State to regional
authorities and, thanks to its application in Andalusia, the passing, among other measures,
of an agrarian reform bill, and the subsequent development of new irrigation infrastructures.
Against this background, our objective was to determine the role of the body responsible for
implementing agrarian reform, i.e., the Institute for Agrarian Reform (Instituto Andaluz de
Reforma Agraria, IARA), by converting drylands into irrigation lands, with a special focus
on one of the region’s most vibrant agro-economically transformed areas: the irrigable area
of the River Chanza (the west coast of the province of Huelva). To conduct this study, we
have applied a history method and content analysis to technical, legal and agro-statistical
documentation from the entire active period of the IARA (1984–2011). The results highlight
the leading role played by the IARA in extending irrigation land in agrarian-reform priority
areas, as well as in developing irrigation infrastructures in the areas that the State defined as
strategic in Andalusia, such as the 17,200 hectares of irrigated land of the Chanza Irrigation
Project. We conclude that the radical agro-productive transformation of the coast of Huelva
in recent decades is mainly due to the availability of water for irrigation, which the IARA
was primarily responsible for planning and executing [contribution 3].

2.4. Hydraulic Planning in Insular Urban Territories: The Case of Madeira Island—Ribeira Brava,
Tabua [Contribution 4]

This study’s primary goal was to conduct an analysis of the flood propensity of the
Tabua (Ribeira Brava) drainage basin’s main watercourse. In addition to that, this study also
recommends two different methodologies in order to mitigate flood impacts, namely by
dimensioning a detention basin and adjusting the riverbed roughness coefficient. Regard-
ing the study on the flood propensity, it was necessary to resort to geomorphological data,
which were obtained when characterizing the watershed; these data were crucial to deter-
mining the expected peak flow rate, according to the Gumbel distribution methodology
and considering a 100-year return period, and to perform necessary tasks in the SIG ArcGIS
10.5 software. Lastly, the drainage capacity of this drainage basin’s river mouth was also
analyzed in order to conclude whether it would have the capacity to drain the total volume
of rainwater if an extreme flood event were to happen. Indeed, the main results show
that this watershed’s river mouth does not have the necessary drainage capacity to cope
with an extreme event for the return period that was considered. As a consequence, the
two aforementioned mitigation measures were developed considering the Tabua (Ribeira
Brava) drainage basin’s specific features. The size of the detention basin was estimated
through the Dutch method and the simplified triangular hydrograph method, while the
adjustment of the roughness coefficient was found to be a valid solution to enhance the
drainage capacity of this river mouth [contribution 4].

2.5. A Comparative Analysis of Seaports in Terms of the Development of Maritime Tourism in the
Area of the Baltic Sea [Contribution 5]

This study examines maritime tourism in the Baltic Sea region. The first part presents
basic information related to the maritime tourism market, along with the key aspects and
effects that the maritime tourism market has on the regions where it takes place. The next
part concerns the Baltic Sea. The location and characteristics of the Baltic Sea are briefly
presented. Passenger shipping connections between Baltic ports are described. The last part
is devoted to the analysis of statistical data in the Baltic Sea region, focusing on passenger
exchange in selected ports and in the entire Baltic Sea over the years. Finally, the potential
directions of the development of maritime tourism in the Baltic Sea are characterized
[contribution 5].
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3. Conclusions

The Guest Editors believe that the papers that compose this Special Issue will be of
interest to researchers and industry professionals. In fact, practitioners might gain valuable
insights from these articles, which can lead to the implementation of some of the findings
in real-world scenarios. In addition to that, these papers are expected to significantly
contribute to the existing literature on these topics, as well as to reveal future research
directions. It is also this Special Issue’s objective to stimulate future collaborations and
knowledge exchange between researchers.

Lastly, the Guest Editors hope that this Special Issue turns out to be a valuable source
of knowledge for the research community, inspiring further research in these domains and
enabling advancements in these same fields. As such, the knowledge in these research
articles is expected to inspire future research paths, fostering researchers to generate further
knowledge and research opportunities.
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