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Abstract: The use of satellite precipitation products can overcome the limitations of rain gauges in
flood hazard mapping for mitigation purposes. Hence, this study aims to evaluate the capabilities of
three global precipitation measurement (GPM) integrated multisatellite retrievals for GPM (IMERG)
products in tropical flood hazard mapping in the Kelantan River Basin (KRB), Malaysia, using the
GIS-based analytic hierarchy process (AHP) method. In addition to the precipitation factor, another
eleven factors that contribute to flooding in the KRB were included in the AHP method. The findings
demonstrated that the spatial pattern and percentage area affected by floods simulated under the
IMERG-Early (IMERG-E), IMERG-Late (IMERG-L), and IMERG-Final (IMERG-F) products did not
differ significantly. The receiver operating characteristics curve analysis showed that all three IMERG
products performed well in generating flood hazard maps, with area under the curve values greater
than 0.8. Almost all the recorded historical floods were placed in the moderate-to-very-high flood
hazard areas, with only 1-2% found in the low flood hazard areas. The middle and lower parts of
the KRB were identified as regions of “very high” and “high” hazard levels that require particular
attention from local stakeholders.

Keywords: flood hazard; multicriteria decision making (MCDM); analytical hierarchy process (AHP);
satellite precipitation products (SPPs); global precipitation measurement (GPM); climate change;
climate adaptation; flood; Kelantan; Malaysia

1. Introduction

Floods have an impact on communities across the world in a number of ways, includ-
ing property damage, loss of life, and the destruction of crops and livestock [1]. According
to the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR), floods are the most
common and costly natural disaster in the world, causing more deaths and economic losses
than any other natural disaster. The Emergency Events Database of the Centre for Disaster
Epidemiology Research (CRED) reported that floods killed 41,816 people and impacted
more than 660 million people in Asia between 2010 and 2020, making the region the most
disaster-prone in the world [2]. These factors highlight the need of flood hazard mapping
for the purpose of planning and mitigating flood damage and risk.
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The identification of flood hazard zones is a crucial element of funding allocations,
as highlighted by Bubeck et al. [3] and Chapi et al. [4]. To effectively control and reduce
floods, flood hazard mapping is a fundamental requirement [5]. Numerous techniques
have been developed to study floods, such as frequency ratios [6-8], logistic regression
modeling [9], artificial neural networks [10-12], bivariate statistical approaches [13], time
series modeling [14-16], and machine learning [17,18]. These techniques are more suitable
for flood forecasting, but they may not be able to capture the complex interactions among
different factors that contribute to flood risk. The multicriteria decision-making (MCDM)
method that combines expert knowledge and multiple factors is regarded as one of the
most reliable ways to produce flood hazard maps. This is demonstrated by the 35% increase
in publications on the application of MCDM in flood hazard mapping between 2000 and
2019 [19].

Many MCDM methods have been developed with the interfaces of the geographic
information system (GIS) [20]. MCDM can be useful in a wide range of considerations when
making decisions regarding flood events [21-25]. The climatic, hydrological, lithological,
soil, and topographic characteristics of a region have a significant impact on how often
flood events occur [26]; hence, flood hazard mapping needs various geospatial data. GIS
is a system developed for processing, understanding, organizing, and quantifying a vast
amount of geospatial data [27]; therefore, many studies have utilized GIS-based MCDM
methods in the field of flood hazard mapping [28-30]. The analytical hierarchy process
(AHP) is one of the famous MCDM methods to compare multiple criteria pairwise to
allow experts” and decision-makers’ perspectives to be incorporated when producing flood
hazard maps for accomplishing targeted goals [31]. Geospatial data of various criteria or
factors related to flood risk can be integrated and used as input for the AHP. For example,
Rahmati et al. [32] evaluated the effectiveness of the AHP in identifying flood hazard zones
by comparing the results with a hydraulic model and reported that the AHP holds promise
in accurately and reliably predicting the extent of flood hazards. Such assessment is also
required for tropical regions to understand the reliability of the AHP, especially with the
complex topography and climatic conditions.

Several studies have produced flood hazard maps using MCDM in Malaysia.
Elsheikh et al. [33] and Dano et al. [34] applied different GIS-based MCDM methods
to map high-risk flooding areas in Terengganu and Perlis, respectively. They ranked and
displayed different categories of very high to no flood risk zones using factors such as
annual rainfall, slope, drainage network, and soil type. Both studies relied heavily on
the rainfall data measured from gauges as the input to MCDM. Rain gauges are able to
provide precise information as they record precipitation as it directly falls on the Earth’s
surface [35-38]. However, rain gauges often have a restricted area of coverage, i.e., moun-
tainous and forest areas. In fact, there are not enough rain gauges in many places around the
world to reliably record the spatial and temporal variability of precipitation systems [39,40],
particularly over mountainous regions. This situation leads to difficulty in measuring and
understanding the impact of rainfall on flooding accurately and effectively. To overcome
this challenge, satellite precipitation products (SPPs) can be regarded as alternative climate
data to provide rainfall information for regions with limited rain gauges.

Satellite technology has advanced significantly in recent years, making it possible to
monitor severe rainfall over large areas at a relatively low cost. As a follow-up mission
to the Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission (TRMM), the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) launched
global precipitation measurement (GPM) in 2014 [41]. GPM’s spatial resolution of 0.1° is
comparable to TRMM'’s spatial resolution of 0.25° [42]. Recent attempts to use GPM to
construct a rainfall map and other inputs have been promising [43]. Pradhan et al. [44]
reported the integrated multisatellite retrievals for GPM (IMERG) products are able to
provide reliable global precipitation information. Ma et al. [45] found that GPM IMERG
products are able to increase the reliability of the flash flood warning system in Yunnan
province and the nearby area. Similarly, Parsian et al. [46] concluded that flood mapping
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in Iran can be improved by incorporating GPM IMERG data. However, the assessment
of the performance of GPM IMERG products for tropical flood hazard mapping using
the AHP method is relatively limited, despite the widespread use of SPPs in monitoring
precipitation during the flooding seasons in the past few years. Validating GPM IMERG
products in flood hazard mapping is, therefore, crucial to enhance their accuracy and
reliability [47]. Additionally, insights from studies will be useful to support the use of SPPs
in the GIS-based AHP flood mapping by local stakeholders.

This study aims to assess the reliability of three GPM IMERG products in MCDM
to generate flood hazard maps for the Kelantan River Basin (KRB) in Malaysia, which is
frequently affected by extreme floods [48]. The most devastating flood events of the basin
that occurred in 2014, 2017, and 2020 were selected for the assessment. The findings of
this study, including the generated flood hazard maps, can be utilized by stakeholders
and decision-makers for flood mitigation strategy development. In addition, the entire
framework may be extended to different river basins in Malaysia and nearby countries to
generate flood hazard mapping without relying on rainfall data from gauges. This will help
local stakeholders to produce flood hazard maps faster as some of the IMERG products, i.e.,
IMERG-Early (IMERG-E) and IMERG-Late (IMERG-L), are freely available to the public
after a few hours of capturing the rainfall pattern.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Study Area

The KRB is located in the northeastern region of Peninsular Malaysia between 4°40’
to 6°12" N latitudes and 101°20’ to 102°20" E longitudes (Figure 1). The Kelantan River is
248 km in length, with a drainage area of 12,686 km?. The river passes through several
populated districts, such as Kuala Krai and Tanah Merah, as well as the state capital, Kota
Bharu, before discharging into the South China Sea. The KRB experiences a monsoon
climate system, with two major seasons of the northeast monsoon (NEM) from November
to March and the southwest monsoon (SEM) from May to September. Meanwhile, April
and October are another two inter-monsoon seasons. The KRB receives an average annual
precipitation of around 2500 mm (Figure 1), mostly during the early NEM season from
November to January. The massive floods in December 2014 and January 2015 caused
by monsoon rainfall are considered one of the worst natural catastrophes in Kelantan’s
history [49]. The incident caused the displacement of over 200,000 individuals, resulted
in the death of 21 people [50]. According to the Department of Irrigation and Drainage
Malaysia, the 2014 flood in Kelantan, Malaysia resulted in significant economic losses
in the agriculture and infrastructure sectors, estimated at approximately RM 1.5 billion
(equivalent to USD 350 million). This estimation reflects the damages incurred due to the
flood event.
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Figure 1. Topography conditions of the (a) Kelantan River Basin, its (b) location in Peninsular
Malaysia, and (c) annual precipitation from 2000 to 2020.

2.2. Data Description

Several factors were chosen for MCDM modeling after reviewing literature and con-
sulting experts. A model for assessing flood hazards requires identifying parameters
related to floods, and there is no consensus on which criteria should be used for this anal-
ysis [31,51]. In addition, the selection of criteria should also be based on the availability
of data. Rainfall, surface runoff, elevation, distance to rivers, slope, soil type, land use,
lithology, road network density, building density, and population density criteria were
chosen for their potential importance in relation to flood hazards, as indicated in previous
research [52,53]. The process of creating a flood hazard map includes creating a geographic
database, integrating spatial data, performing the AHP method, validating the model using
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historical flood data, and producing the final flood map, as shown in Figure 2. Detailed

explanations of these criteria can be found in the following section.
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Figure 2. A flowchart for flood hazard mapping using the AHP method and three GPM IMERG

products.

2.3. Data Processing and Analysis

The description and data sources of all the selected criteria, excluding rainfall, are
presented in Table 1. The selection of these criteria was based on their significance in
relation to the flood hazard in the study area and the quality of the available datasets. The
data were processed using ArcGIS 10.6 and projected onto the Kertau RSO Malaya (m)
coordinate system to preserve the accuracy of the results and protect the integrity of the

study area.

Table 1. Data source and classification method.

Criteria

Data Source

Method

Classification Method

Elevation

Slope

Distance to rivers

Drainage network
density

SRTM DEM—USGS
https:/ /earthexplorer.usgs.gov/
(accessed on 11 January 2022)
SRTM DEM—USGS
SRTM DEM—USGS
SRTM DEM—USGS

An elevation map with a resolution of
30 m was prepared using the SRTM
DEM.

Manual

The slope map was created from the
SRTM DEM data using the raster
surface analysis in ArcGIS.

Manual

Stream networks were delineated using
the default stream generation in the soil
and water assessment tool (SWAT)
model. The Euclidian distance
approach based on the digital stream
was used to construct the distance to
rivers map.

Natural breaks

Calculated drainage density using the
detailed method (line density) in
ArcGIS.

Natural breaks
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Table 1. Cont.

Criteria Data Source Method Classification Method
Surface runoff Surface runoff data from Tan et al. A surface runoff distribution map Manual
[54]. generated using the SWAT model.
. . Soil texture classifications were
FAO Digital Soil Map of the assigned according to USDA standards.
. World (DSMW), . . .
Soil type The physical characteristics of soil were Manual
http:/ /www.fao.org (accessed on . - e
determined using texture classifications
14 January 2022) [55]
Interpreted land use according to the
Land use (2020) Departmgnt of Town and Cquntry hydrological parameter (soil roughness) Manual
Planning (PLANMalaysia)
based on [56].
. Department of Minerals and Interpreted lithology class to
Lithology Geosciences, Malaysia permeability level. Manual
Road network analysis and calculating
. . . density on a road network using the .
Road network density ~ National Geospatial Centre (PGN) kernel density method within ArcGIS Quantile
environment.
Building point analysis and calculating
Building densit National Geospatial Centre (PGN) density on a road network using the Quantile
& y p kernel density method within ArcGIS
environment.
Population density National Geospatial Centre (PGN) Created a density map by district Quantile

within an ArcGIS environment.

2.4. Selection of Flooding Hazard Factors

The selection of flooding hazard factors and their significance varies among studies,
lacking consistency [57,58]. Researchers often choose flooding hazard factors based on
the specific physical and natural properties of the study area [59]. In the present study,
a comprehensive literature review was conducted to identify and select twelve flood
causative factors based on their relevance and significance, as reported in previous research.
In addition, the availability of geospatial data is also a major consideration when deciding
the use of the factors or variables.

The ArcGIS platform was used to reclassify and rank all the selected criteria from 1 to
5, indicating a very low to a very high flood hazard. The cell sizes were set to minimum
units of 30 m x 30 m to capture as much detail as possible on the ground. All the created
layers are illustrated in Figure 3a—k. The specific details of each layer are discussed in the

following subsections.
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Figure 3. Thematic maps of the Kelantan River Basin criteria: (a) surface runoff, (b) elevation, (c)
slope, (d) distance to rivers, (e) drainage density, (f) soil type, (g) land use, (h) lithology, (i) road
density, (j) building density, (k) population density.

2.4.1. Meteorological Data
Rain Gauge Data

Daily observed rainfall data from 25 rain gauges, as shown in Figure 1, for 2014,
2017, and 2020 were collected from Malaysian Meteorological Department (MMD). The
rain gauges were distributed across the KRB, with more rain gauges installed in the
highly populated areas in the downstream part of the KRB. We generated annual rainfall
distribution maps using the inverse distance weighted (IDW) interpolation technique in
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ArcGIS 10.6. Utilizing a statistical spatial correlation of variables, IDW can predict values
at unknown places based on those at known locations [60]. It is well-accepted as one of the
most reliable interpolations techniques in rainfall data interpolation.

Satellite Datasets

The GPM IMERG products have full global coverage (60° S~60° N) [37], with spa-
tial resolution of 0.1° x 0.1° and temporal resolution of 30 min. All three different
products, (1) IMERG-Early Run (IMERG-E) available with a latency of 4 h, (2) IMERG-
Late Run (IMERG-L) available after 12 h of latency, and (3) IMERG-Final Run (IMERG-
F), a research product with a latency of 3.5 months [61], were used in flood hazard
mapping. The GPM IMERG products can be accessed and downloaded from https:
//pmm.nasa.gov/dataaccess/downloads/gpm (accessed on 16 January 2022) in NetCDF-4
file format. Annual precipitation data were downloaded and imported into ArcGIS 10.6
using the multidimensional function. The downloaded global precipitation measurement
integrated multisatellite retrievals for GPM (GPM IMERG) dataset were reprojected to the
Kertau RSO Malaya Meters coordinate system. NetCDF files are widely used for storing
multidimensional scientific data, including remote sensing datasets, such as IMERG GPM.
To achieve a consistent resolution, the GPM IMERG products were resampled to a 30 m
resolution using the bilinear interpolation (BL) method, as recommended by Ulloa et al. [62],
who applied the same approach to resample the TRMM 3B43V7 product due to its simplic-
ity. It has been recognized as a common technique to resample SPPs before performing the
AHP method [63-65]. However, bilinear interpolation may lead to the smoothing of the
precipitation field, potentially reducing the precision of the estimates. The effectiveness of
the resampling procedure was evaluated by comparing the resampled IMERG data to the
original data using general statistical metrics, such as the correlation coefficient (CC), root
mean square error (RMSE), and relative bias (RB) [36,66-68]. Next, 100 points were created
randomly and then compared between resampled IMERG data and the original data. The
point-to-grid approach was used to compare GPM IMERG and rain gauges, as most grids
were only covered by a single rain gauge [69]. The equations of the statistical metrics are
shown as follows:

iz1 (01— 0) (Si - 5)

= 5 M)
o (-0 (s -9)
n 2
RMSE = M ?)
n
RB = w(wm @)
i=1 O

These metrics are derived using the original IMERG (Oi), resampled IMREG (Si), and
the number of samples (n). Between —1 and 1, the CC measures the linear relationship
between two variables. Strong correlations are shown by values towards 1; weak corre-
lations are denoted by values nearer to 0. To calculate the root mean squared error, the
errors’ standard deviations were averaged. The systematic bias between the resampled
IMERG data and the original data were evaluated using the relative bias (RB), with the
RB represented as a percentage. Resampling operations inherently involve transforming
data from one spatial resolution to another, which may lead to the loss or alteration of
specific spatial information and cause uncertainties in the final outputs [70]. To further
investigate the resampling effects, three resampling techniques, nearest neighbor, bilinear
interpolation, and cubic convolution, were used to resample the GPM IMERG-F product to
produce the 2014 flood for comparison with the gauge-generated FHI map and historical
observed flood events.
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2.4.2. Surface Runoff

Flooding often occurs due to increases in surface runoff, which can contribute to
higher flood peaks [71,72]. According to Pradhan et al. [73], floods in Malaysia are caused
by monsoons or convective rains, resulting in high surface runoff. The surface runoff data
used in this study were derived from the soil and water assessment tool (SWAT) model
developed by Tan et al. [54]. A river network was integrated into the 90 m digital elevation
model (DEM) using the “burn-in” method for more accurate basin delineation. The model
performance in terms of monthly scale simulation at the Jambatan Guillemard Bridge is
rated as “very good” for both the calibration (R? = 0.84 and NSE = 0.72) and validation
(R? = 0.84 and NSE = 0.63) periods. Overall, surface runoff in the KRB ranges from 37.0 to
155.0 mm/year per subbasin, as shown in Figure 3a.

2.4.3. Elevation

Water flow and surface accumulation are both influenced by elevation because of to-
pographic variations [74]. Compared to higher altitudes, which are less likely to flood [75],
lower altitudes have a greater potential for runoff and faster water flow [76]. In this study,
elevation was determined using the freely available SRTM DEM with a resolution of 30 m.
Based on mean elevation, the study region was divided into five primary topographic ele-
vation classes [77]: (1) low-lying (15 m above sea level), (2) rolling (16-30 m), (3) undulating
(31-75 m), (4) hilly (76-300 m), and (5) mountainous (>301 m). As shown in Figure 3b, the
KRB’s elevation spans from 0 to 2187 m above sea level. The highest peak in the study area,
located on the border between Kelantan and Pahang in the southeast, reaches an elevation
of over 2000 m. The lowest point in the region, found in the northern part of the KRB, is
below 15 m in elevation.

2.4.4. Slope

A slope with a low gradient will lead to water accumulation and slow infiltration,
which can increase the risk of flooding [78,79] Both runoff flow and vertical percolation
are influenced by the slope of the terrain [32]. In the KRB, the slope ranged from 2 to
74.30 (see Figure 3c) and was classified into six levels: nearly flat (0-3), gently sloping
(3-8), sloping (8-15), moderately steep (15-30), and extremely severe (>30), as proposed by
Rahmati et al. [32]. The class with the smallest slope range was assigned the highest weight
because of the relatively flat terrain, while the class with the largest slope range was given
the lowest weight due to its higher runoff potential.

2.4.5. Distance to Rivers

Distance to a river is one factor that can contribute to the risk of flooding. When a river
is close to an area, there is a higher chance that the area will be affected by floods during
heavy rain or when the river overflows its banks [58,59]. Areas located close to rivers are
known as a higher flood risk region because the floodwaters can reach them more quickly.
The thematic map generated using ArcMap 10.6 was divided into five categories of 200 m,
500 m, 1000 m, 2000 m, and more than 2000 m (Figure 3d).

2.4.6. Drainage Density

Drainage density refers to the concentration of stream channels in each area. It is
typically measured in terms of the number of feet of stream channel per square foot of
land [80,81]. As peak flow is affected by drainage density, it is a crucial factor in predicting
flood risk [82]. The stream network of the watershed was extracted from DEM using the
auto-delineation function in SWAT, with the threshold of 10,000 ha. Then, the drainage
density map of the KRB area was prepared using the line density tool in ArcGIS, as
indicated in Table 1. The relationship between flooding risk and drainage density is such
that as drainage density increases, the risk of flooding decreases, and as drainage density
decreases, the risk of flooding increases [83]. The drainage density in the region ranges
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from 0.06 km/km? to 0.72 km/km? and has been categorized into five groups, as shown in
Figure 3e.

2.4.7. Soil Type

The Hydrologic Soil Groups (HSGs) established by the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) categorize soil into four groups: A, B, C, and D. These HSGs serve as
a vital tool for hydrological assessments, particularly in the evaluation of soil infiltration
and runoff characteristics. This classification is based on the infiltration rate of each soil
texture (Table 2). To assess the amount of infiltration occurring in a watershed, soil texture
information is used [84,85].

Table 2. USDA Hydrologic Soil Group (HSG) classification according to soil properties.

Hydrological Soil Tvpe of Soil Runoff Infiltration Rate
Group M Potential (mm/h)
A Sand, loamy sand, or sandy loam Low >7.5
B Loam, silt loam, or silt Moderate 3.8-7.5
C Sandy clay loam Moderate 1.3-3.8
D Clay loam, silty clay loam, sandy High <13

clay, silty clay, or clay

2.4.8. Land Use

In regions where precipitation events impact surface runoff and erosion, land use plays
a crucial role in flood management [86]. As flow is inversely proportional to Manning’s
n roughness coefficient [87], lower n values correspond to more discharge. Flood-prone
locations may be associated with lower Manning’s n values using this strategy. The
Manning values of the research region were derived from [88,89]. This analysis categorized
land use into five categories (Table 3). Figure 3g demonstrates the land use distribution of
these categories across the KRB.

Table 3. Manning roughness coefficients applied to the Kelantan River Basin.

Manning Roughness

Description Coefficient Source
Water body 0.030 [82]
Built area (urbanization, residential, 0.013 81]
industrial, commercial, infrastructure) ’
Agriculture 0.035 [81]
Road 0.016 [82]
Forest, open space 0.100 [81]

2.4.9. Lithology

Runoff and infiltration are impacted by the porosity and permeability of soil and
rock [32,39]. Four categories of rocks may be used to roughly classify the region’s geology:
unconsolidated sediments are the first type of rock, followed by extrusive (volcanic) rocks,
sedimentary rocks, and granitic rocks (Table 4). Figure 3h shows that igneous rocks may be
found along the study’s west and east borders as well as in the middle area. Igneous rocks
are found at the west and east borders, as well as in the middle of the study area.
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Table 4. The descriptions of lithology classes in the KRB.

Lithology Class Permeability Level
Unconsolidated deposits Clay, silt, sand (mainly marine), gravel High
Shale, sandstone, conglomerate, mudstone, siltstone,
Sedimentary rocks limestone/marble, metasandstone, phyllite, slate, Moderate
ignimbrite
Metamorphic rocks Hornfels or calc-silicates facies, schist, and gneiss Low
Igneous rocks Vein quartz, acid, intermediate, basic, and ultrabasic Very low

2.4.10. Road Network Density

Impervious surfaces, as defined by the US Geological Survey (USGS), are hard areas
that prevent water from penetrating the earth. These surfaces, which include roads, pave-
ments [90,91], and parking lots, can increase the rate of surface runoff by blocking water
from infiltrating the ground [67,68]. For this study, the road network density is categorized
into five classes, as shown in Figure 3i.

2.4.11. Building Density

As building density, or the number of buildings per unit area, increases, so does
the risk of flood disasters [92,93]. A higher building density results in less open space
for water to infiltrate into the ground or be absorbed by vegetation, leading to increased
surface runoff and flood risks. Furthermore, buildings can obstruct or redirect the flow of
water [85,94], leading to increased flood risks in some areas and reduced risks in others.
For this study, building density is categorized into five classes, as shown in Figure 3j. Most
of the high building density areas can be found in Kota Bharu, which is in the downstream
part of the basin, and in Kuala Krai in the middle part of the basin, which is close to the
streamflow station.

2.4.12. Population Density

The risk of flooding tends to increase as the population grows in a particular area [95].
This is because the more people there are in an area, the more exposed the area is to
flood risks. Similarly, areas with a higher population density tend to have a higher risk of
flooding, as there are more people living in a smaller space. This can disproportionately
impact residents living in flood-prone locations, who may be burdened because of high
population density. Furthermore, growth in population can also impact the amount of
solid waste and rubbish that is discarded in drainage systems, which can exacerbate the
frequency and intensity of floods if the expansion is uncontrolled or poorly planned [96].
According to this study, population density by district ranged from 14.5 to 1551.5 people
per km?, with the city of Kota Bharu in the north of KRB having the most densely populated
area, as shown in Figure 3k.

2.5. Assigned Weights of Criterion

The data layers described in Section 2.4 were converted into the raster format to allow
the data to be analyzed in a consistent and standardized way. After the data format conver-
sion, it was necessary to reclassify them into five comparable classes. The reclassification
process in this study involved creating a reclassification table that considered the effects of
different factors on floods. The detailed information regarding these factors is summarized
in Table 5. In order to provide a more descriptive analysis, ratings were assigned to the
classes within each thematic layer based on their relative importance for flood hazard,
which are very high risk (5), high risk (4), moderate risk (3), low risk (2), and very low risk
(1). These ratings were determined by incorporating expert knowledge and conducting a
comprehensive literature review to ensure that the reclassification accurately reflected the
significance of each factor in contributing to flood hazards. Once the reclassification table
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was defined, it was applied to the input raster to generate the reclassified output raster
using the reclassify tool within the spatial analyst extension in ArcGIS.

Table 5. Classes of the criteria and their rating.

Criteria Rating
Rainfall (mm/day) 1 2 3 4 5
Rain gauge (2014) 1492.0-2455.0 2455.1-3037.9 3038-3430.8 3430.9-3899.6 3899.7-4723.2
IMERG-E (2014) 2546.5-2858.1 2858.2-3086.7 3086.8-3315.3 3315.4-3668.5 3668.6-4312.6
IMERG-L (2014) 2406.8-2712.3 2712.4-2985.6 2985.7-3299.2 3299.3-3717.3 3717.4-4456.9
IMERG-F (2014) 2870.4-3124.8 3124.9-3312 3312.1-3499.2 3499.3-3748.8 3748.9-4094.4
Rain gauge (2017) 1889.7-2676.8 2676.9-2997 4 2997.5-3250 3250.1-3628.9 3629-4367.4
IMERG-E (2017) 2306.9-2735.7 2735.8-2928 2928.1-3147.9 3148-3389.8 3389.9-3708.6
IMERG-L (2017) 2149.4-2616.2 2616.3-2869.1 2869.2-3135 3135.1-3407.3 3407.4-3802.9
IMERG-F (2017) 2416.8-2716.9 2717-2953 2953.1-3194 3194.1-3420.2 3420.3-3671.1
Rain gauge (2020) 1937-2452.4 2452.5-2761.7 2761.8-3118.5 3118.6-3499.1 3499.2-3959
IMERG-E (2020 2104.3-2428.7 2428.8-2617.1 2617.2-2795 2795.1-3014.7 3014.8-3438.6
IMERG-L (2020) 2349-2596.8 2596.9-2771.2 2771.3-2945.7 2945.8-3161.4 3161.5-3519.4
IMERG-F (2020) 2621.8-2791.9 2792-2922 2922.1-3052.1 3052.2-3215.5 3215.6-3472.3
Elevation (m) 0-20 20-50 50-100 100-150 >300
Surface runoff 36.9-53.5 54.0-65.7 67.2-80.8 82.7-113.7 129.1-154.9
Slope (°C) 25-74.3 5-25 5-15 3-5 0-3
Distance to rivers (m) 0-200 200-500 500-1000 1000-2000 >2000
Drainage density 0.00018-0.082 0.083-0.15 0.16-0.3 0.31-0.53 0.54-0.72
(km/sq.km)
Soil type Sandy loam Silty clay Sandy clay loam Silty clay Clay
Built area
Forest, open Infrastructure (urbanization,
Land use ! ! Agriculture residential, Water body
space road . .
industrial,
commercial)
Li Igneous Intrusive Metamorphic Sedimentary Unconsolidated
ithology . .
rocks igneous rocks rocks deposits
Road network density 0 0.01-0.09 0.1-0.14 0.15-0.25 0.264.51
Building density 0 0.01-1.02 1.03-3.06 3.07-13.25 13.26-259.91
Population density (per 0 0-145 14.5-56.7 56.8-418.3 418.4-1551.5

2.6. Application of Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP)

AHP is a method for making decisions by breaking down a complex problem into
smaller components and using expert judgment to assign relative importance to each
element in the hierarchy. This approach relies on expert opinion to identify the most
accurate weightings for the criteria in the decision-making process, which ultimately
determine the overall weightings for each factor.

A total of 15 local experts, including specialists in hydrology, civil and environmen-
tal engineering, and geology, and officers from National Disaster Management Agency
(NADMA), were interviewed. The number and distribution of the experts are listed in
Table 6. The purpose of the questionnaire was to collect data and insights from these
experts to guide the AHP decision-making procedure. Experts or decision-makers were
asked to compare each factor with other factors. The purpose was to determine the relative
importance or preference between the two elements being compared. For example, if there
were three factors of A, B, and C, pairwise comparisons would involve comparing A with B,
A with C, and B with C. During the pairwise comparisons, decision makers assigned values
on Saaty’s 1-9 scale to express the relative importance or preference. The scale provides
nine values representing the degrees of importance or preference, ranging from 1 (equal
importance) to 9 (extreme importance) [97].
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Table 6. The distribution of responses.

Expert Specialists No. of Experts Percentage (%)
Hydrology 4 26.7
Civil and environmental engineering 5 33.3
Geology 1 6.7
Urban and regional planning 3 20.0
The National Disaster Management 2 133

Agency (NADMA) ’

Total 15 100

Then, a (12 x 12) pairwise comparison matrix for the AHP-based flood hazard
mapping was created (Table 7). It is a square matrix where the rows and columns represent
the criteria or alternatives being compared, and the values in the matrix represent the
relative importance assigned through pairwise comparisons. The AHP technique takes the
results of the pairwise comparisons as input, then employs those results to assign relative
weights to each criterion. Checking the consistency of judgments are a consistency ratio
(CR) and a consistency index (CI), which are computed using Equation (4):

ClI

CR= el

4)
where Rl is the random consistency index, and CI is the consistency index, as expressed in
Equation (5):
Amax — 1
Cl = max  — (5)
n—1

where Amax is the principal eigenvector computed using eigenvector technique; and n is
number of criteria. To proceed with the analysis, a CR of 10% or less is required. A CR
score of zero indicates that the consistency of the pairwise comparisons is satisfactory and
that the resulting priorities are reliable.

Table 7. Normalized AHP pairwise comparison matrix.

— (=] ) (] > =
- g Sz _g B B ¥ Sz oz
Criteria ¢ 0§ & 5z £% 32 £ fy Er 5% 2% 0B
mena g 53 3 = 28 8§ &#F £ 8- #§8 & FE 2
&~ N = Ae AR = s A @ A e A
Rainfall  0.16 0.196
Surface 5,0 (g 0.176
runoff
Elevation 016 018  0.09 0.080
Slope 005 004 009 005 0.055
Distance 0 504 009 005 005 0.062
to rivers
Drainage 03 o004 009 005 005 005 0.067
density
Soiltype 0.6 004 009 005 015 005 008 0.111
Lithology 002 004 002 001 001 001 003  0.02 0.018
Landuse 016 018 009 005 005 005 008 006  0.09 0.086
Road 002 004 009 005 001 001 002 006 002 003 0.035
density
Building 03 004 009 014 005 005 002 006 009 003 004 0.057
density
Population 0 604 009 014 005 005 002 006 009 003 004 004 0057

density
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AHP Normalized Pairwise Comparison

Table 7 demonstrates the rankings of the thematic layers and the criteria weightings
that were obtained through the AHP analysis in this study. Based on the AHP analysis
and ranking values, the weightings assigned to the flood components were determined to
be objective, as indicated by a consistency ratio (CR) of 0.09. According to Saaty [97], the
consistency ratio (CR) can be used to evaluate the consistency of the weightings assigned
by decision makers. A CR value less than 0.1 is desirable, as it indicates a low likelihood
that the weightings were assigned randomly. According to the weight values, rainfall was
deemed the most significant indicator, with a value of 0.196, followed by surface runoff,
elevation, slope, drainage density, distance to rivers, soil type, lithology, land use, road
density, building density, and population density, whose relative weights were 0.176, 0.080,
0.055, 0.062, 0.067, 0.111, 0.018, 0.086, 0.035, 0.057, and 0.057 (Table 7), respectively.

2.7. Sensitivity Analysis

AHP may introduce a subjective element in the assignment of weights to the criteria
used in decision-making [98]. To address this issue, sensitivity analysis can be used to
evaluate the robustness of the final rankings or decisions and identify potential sources of
bias in the AHP method. The sensitivity analysis of the rankings or decisions to change
criterion weights, which represent subjective judgments, is particularly important [99].
The sensitivity analysis involves examining the effect of small changes in weight values
on the rankings or decisions. If the rankings remain unchanged, errors in the estimation
of the weights may be insignificant, but if the rankings are sensitive to changes in one or
more weights, the accuracy of the weights should be carefully examined. The Stillwell
ranking method was employed to validate and examine the sensitivity of results to flood
hazard [100]. This approach utilizes two functions as its basis and were defined using the
rank sum weight function:

WjRS) = (n—1j+1)/) ) _(n—tk+1) =2(n+1—1j/n(n+1)) (6)

and reciprocal rank function:

- 1 n 1
Wj(RR) = ;j/zkzl (rl() )

where Wj is the normalized weight for the jth criterion, n is the number of criteria under
consideration (k=1,2 ... n), and rj is the rank position of the criterion.

2.8. Flood Hazard Index

To calculate the Flood Hazard Index (FHI), a raster calculator was used to combine
the different criteria, taking into account their relative weights. The FHI reflects the degree
of impact of each component on the risk of flooding, based on the significance of its effect.

To create a flood hazard map, a weighted linear combination (WLC) technique was
used to derive the normalized weights of all the data from the pairwise comparison matrix.
The constructed method incorporates an FHI into the multicriteria analysis, as shown
below:

FHI =) '  Weight x Thematic Layer ®)

The WLC technique is commonly used in flood hazard mapping due to its compat-
ibility with GIS software that has overlay capabilities, allowing for the straightforward
application of Equation (8) in the analysis. However, it is important to note that the WLC
technique is based on two underlying assumptions [101,102]. The first assumption is
linearity, which assumes that the benefit derived from increasing the input of a criterion
remains constant and independent of the problem’s characteristics. In other words, the
relationship between the criterion and the overall hazard is assumed to be linear. The
second assumption is additivity, which assumes that the selected variables or criteria are
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independent of each other. This implies that the criteria do not interact or depend on one
another when contributing to the overall hazard assessment. While the WLC technique
offers simplicity and compatibility with GIS software, it is essential to recognize that the
linearity and additivity assumptions may not always hold true in real-world scenarios. The
relationships between criteria and their contributions to the overall hazard can be nonlinear,
and criteria may exhibit interdependencies.

Validation and uncertainty analysis are necessary for assessing the reliability of the
generated flood hazard maps [19]. Two techniques, a visual comparison and the receiver
operating characteristic (ROC) curve, were employed to determine the reliability of the
flood hazard maps. A visual comparison was performed using the ArcGIS’s “extract by
mask” function, where the flood hazard maps were compared with the previous flood
records. A total of 102 historical floods for the years 20122020 were recorded in the flood
reports prepared by the Department of Irrigation and Drainage. These historical flood
events were rasterized into a map layer format and then overlaid with the flood hazard
maps. Then, we calculated the overlapping percentages of “very high” and “high” risk
areas generated from the MCDM model with the previous flood events, where 60% of
matching indicates the model is acceptable [103]. The second technique was a numerical
evaluation based on the ROC curve by considering the area under curve (AUC) value,
which has been utilized in numerous flood-related studies [82,83]. The ROC curve between
the flood hazard map and actual flood events was calculated using the ArcSDM toolkit.
In the ROC analysis, the AUC value ranges from 0.5 to 1.0 [104-106]. The accuracy of the
model improves as its AUC values increase. An AUC value of 0.5 or lower signifies that
the model is appropriate for the study, whereas an AUC value approaching 1 demonstrates
the highest level of accuracy.

3. Results
3.1. AHP Sensitivity Analysis

The sensitivity analysis was used to determine how changing the weight values would
affect the parameters. Table 8 shows that the rankings of the factors remained relatively
stable even when the weight values were altered. The results show that there are no
significant changes in the factor ranking even if the values of the weights are changed. This
finding suggests that the effect of changes in weight values on the rankings is minimal,
validating the accuracy of the final maps. The approach used in this investigation is similar
to that used by Souissi et al. [107].

Table 8. Weights using different methods.

Saaty 1980 [97] Ranking Methods [100]
Criteria Pairwise Rank Sum (RS) Rank Reciprocal (RR)
Straight Rank AHP m—-1rj+1D/Ym—-rk+1) A/r/y-(1/rk)

Rainfall 1 0.196 0.15 0.32
Runoff 2 0.176 0.13 0.16
Elevation 5 0.080 0.10 0.06
Slope 9 0.055 0.05 0.04
Distance to rivers 7 0.062 0.07 0.05
Drainage density 6 0.067 0.09 0.05
Soil types 3 0.111 0.12 0.11
Lithology 11 0.018 0.02 0.03
Land use 4 0.086 0.11 0.08
Road density 10 0.035 0.04 0.03
Building density 8 0.057 0.06 0.04
Population 8 0.057 0.06 0.04
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3.2. Statistical Analysis on the Original and Resampled Data of IMERG

Figure 4 presents the statistical analysis comparing the original and resampled IMERG
data in the study area. The results demonstrate a strong correlation between the two
datasets, with a correlation coefficient above 0.8. The RMSE values of GPM IMERG-E, -L,
and -F products ranged from 1.00 to 7.51 mm/month, and the RB values ranged from 1 to
7%. This demonstrates that the resampled data are a reliable representation of the original
data and that there is a strong relationship between the two sets of data. Furthermore, a
value of relative bias almost close to 0 implies that the resampled data are unbiased and
offer an accurate representation of the original data [108].

2014 2017 2020
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Figure 4. Statistical method using the original and resampled data of IMERG.

The 2014 FHI maps generated from the gauges and the IMERG-F product resampled
using the nearest neighbor, bilinear, and cubic convolution methods are shown in Figure 5.
Upon a visual comparison, no notable variations were found for the generated FHI maps
using the three resampling techniques (Table 9), except for the very “high risk” area in
the lower part of the basin using the nearest neighbor method. This is consistent with
Sliwinski et al. [108], who reported there is no significant difference between the nearest
neighbor, bilinear, and cubic methods. Tolche et al. [63] utilized the bilinear method to
resample the GPM IMERG-v5 precipitation product to a spatial resolution of 250 m to study
the vulnerability of land degradation in the Wabe Shebele River Basin in Ethiopia. As the
bilinear method resulted in the closest results to the gauge-generated flood hazard map in
identifying the flood locations (Table 9) and is a more common resampling technique in the
AHP method, it was selected for FHI mapping in the next steps.
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Figure 5. Flood hazard maps generated from (a) rain gauges and the (b) nearest neighbor, (c) bilinear
interpolation, and (d) cubic convolution resampling techniques. Black dots represent historical flood
locations.

Table 9. Number of historical flood events under different flood hazard levels generated by rain
gauges and three resampling techniques.

No. of Flood Events

Level Rain G Nearest Bilinear Cubic
ain Gauge Neighbor Interpolation Convolution
Very low 0 0 0 0
Low 2 1 2 2
Moderate 9 13 8 u
High 71 79 71 i
Very high 20 9 21 it

3.3. Spatial Pattern of the IMERG Product and Rain Gauges

The spatial pattern of the total annual precipitation in 2014, 2017, and 2020 of the
gauges and three IMERG products is shown in Figure 6. In general, all three IMERG
products captured the spatial distribution of the annual precipitation quite well. Regions
with a higher precipitation amount are generally found in the northern and eastern regions
of the KRB, while lower precipitation is distributed in the western and southern regions.
Particularly, all IMERG products capture a very distinct pattern in the area of the South
China Sea, represented by slightly higher precipitation totals than the inland areas. These
results are similar to those reported by Getirana [109] in Brazil and Tan et al. [110] in
Malaysia.
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Figure 6. Spatial pattern of rainfall over the KRB for each rain gauge and GPM IMERG product used:
(a-d) 2014, (eh) 2017 and (i-1) 2020.

All three IMERG products correlated moderately with the rain gauges in their annual
precipitation estimations, with the CC values ranging from 0.61 to 0.63 and the RMSE
values from 12.93 to 13.69 mm/day, as listed in Table 10. A moderate correlation in terms of
the accuracy and reliability of the products indicates a reasonably good level of agreement
between the IMERG data and the reference data used for comparison. The strength of
the correlation can vary depending on factors such as regional characteristics, including
topography and rainfall intensity [25]. Similar findings were reported by Anjum et al. [111],
who advised against using IMERG products in mountainous regions due to the elevated
uncertainty in daily precipitation estimates, particularly for light rainfall events.

Table 10. Results of CC, RMSE, and ME for annual precipitation comparison between IMERG
products and rain gauges across the KRB.

Year Product CC RMSE (mm/day) RB (%)
IMERG-E 0.63 11.50 493
2014 IMERG-L 0.65 21.50 3.66
IMERG-F 0.62 11.75 10.73
IMERG-E 0.48 28.28 —2.33
2017 IMERG-L 0.50 14.53 -3.21
IMERG-F 0.49 23.03 —2.03
IMERG-E 0.40 11.50 4.59
2020 IMERG-L 0.38 6.98 2.78
IMERG-F 0.30 9.75 7.02

All the IMERG products overestimated the annual precipitation of the KRB in 2014
and 2020, ranging from 2.78% to 7.02%, while an underestimation of the annual precip-
itation was found by all three IMERG products in 2017 from 2.03 to 3.21%; IMERG-L
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underestimated the daily precipitation measured using rain gauges by 10.42 to 17.92%,
while IMERG-F showed an overestimation of 7.14%. Similarly, Tan et al. [112] also found
GPM IMERG products are able to detect 70% of precipitation and nonprecipitation days,
where the detection capability is even higher during flood periods of up to 90%.

3.4. Validation of Flood Hazard Index

Figure 7 demonstrates ROC curves for a comparison between the actual flood events
and flood hazard maps. In general, all flood hazard maps that incorporated the GPM
IMERG products performed very well in capturing the actual flooding area, with AUC
values of more than 0.90 for the three evaluated flood years. It has been shown that
utilizing IMERG as the rainfall input results in accurate flood hazard mapping. The
findings indicate that the IMERG products can be used for flood hazard mapping, although
they underestimated heavy rainfall during the 2014 flood in the KRB by 4 to 12%, as
reported by Tan et al. [110].
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Figure 7. Receiver operating characteristic graph flood hazard index in (a) 2014, (b) 2017, and (c) 2020.

The flood hazard maps developed were further confirmed by actual flood events
(Table 11). The results indicate that the flood hazard maps and historical data are in good
agreement. According to Table 11, most of the recorded flood events are found in high
and very high flood hazard regions, ranging from 68 to 78 events and 16 to 29 events,
respectively. Subsequently, areas in the moderate class demonstrated 7 to 13 flood events,
whereas areas in the low and very low class showed 1 to 2 and 0 flood events, respectively.
Almost all the recorded historical floods took place in the moderate to very high flood
hazard areas, with only 1-2% of them in areas of low flood hazard.
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Table 11. Percentage of area and number of historical flood events for each hazard level.

FHI Level

Year Product Very Low Low Moderate High Very High
o No. of o No. of o No. of o No. of o No. of
? Events ? Events ° Events ° Events ? Events

Rain gauge 1.5 0 8.1 2 30.5 9 51.8 71 8.0 20

2014 IMERG-E 1.7 0 72 2 26.2 9 48.8 70 16.0 21

IMERG-L 1.7 0 71 2 26.2 8 49.1 73 15.9 19

IMERG-F 1.7 0 7.8 2 26.2 9 47.8 72 16.5 22

Rain gauge 1.2 0 8.9 1 29.6 7 50.9 71 9.5 23

2017 IMERG-E 1.0 0 11.7 1 27.9 13 459 70 13.5 18

IMERG-L 1.2 0 11.6 1 27.7 12 459 69 13.6 20

IMERG-F 1.2 0 10.7 2 26.3 11 441 68 17.7 21

Rain gauge 0.9 0 11.1 2 26.5 13 435 70 18.1 17

2020 IMERG-E 1.3 0 9.0 2 27.2 9 50.3 73 12.1 18

IMERG-L 0.7 0 8.0 1 26.6 8 49.3 78 15.5 16

IMERG-F 1.9 0 8.1 2 259 13 494 67 14.7 20

3.5. Flood Hazard Index Mapping

The flood hazard maps generated by the rain gauges and GPM IMERG products
are shown in Figure 8. With reference to Figure 8 and Table 11, the FHI distribution
using the rain gauges and IMERG does not show significant differences in terms of the
number of events at the FHI level of very low, low, moderate, and high. Interestingly, the
coverage of the very high flood hazard area tended to be slightly higher under the IMERG-
F-simulated FHI maps, particularly during 2014 and 2017. One of the possible explanations
might be due to the overestimation of the daily precipitation by IMERG-F in the KRB,
while the other two IMERG products tended to underestimate daily precipitation [110].
Analysis of the historical flood data consistently reveals that flood prone areas exhibit
common characteristics, including low elevation and proximity to rivers. In the case of
the neighboring areas of Tanah Merah and Jeli, these regions are predominantly classified
as “very high” due to their flat topography, low elevation, and close proximity to the
Galas and Lebir Rivers. This underscores the suitability of using all IMERG products
for the generation of hazard index maps. However, it is important to note that there are
notable differences in the distribution of the FHI between the rain gauge and IMERG data,
particularly in the western and southern regions of the KRB.

The relative proportion of the flood hazard areas for all the five risk classes was
calculated and is summarized in Figure 9. On average, the moderate to very high hazard
class for KRB contributed a total area of 4778.9 km?, equivalent to 37.7% of the total area.
The results showed that most of the areas in the very low and low classes were in varying
morphological conditions between undulating hills and forests located in the southern part
of KRB, which represented about 57.7% (7357.9 km?) of the total area.
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Figure 8. Flood Hazard Index map using AHP based on rain gauges and IMERG products for
different periods: (a—d) 2014, (e-h) 2017 and (i-1) 2020.
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Figure 9. Relative proportion of flood hazard areas in km? for 2014, 2017, and 2020.

Figure 10 shows that the town of Kota Bharu is situated in a very high-risk flooding
area. This is due to the fact that Kota Bharu is completely exposed to the potential of
monsoon floods occurring due to its proximity to the Kelantan River and its downstream
location at the river’s mouth, which goes to the South China Sea. Another reason contribut-
ing to the monsoon flood disaster might due to the rapid development of Kota Bharu [113],
with its more impervious surface than other regions. The Kuala Kerai district has more
high and very high hazard areas, followed by the Machang, Tanah Merah, and Kota Bharu
districts. Kuala Krai is the second largest district in Kelantan after Gua Musang. The two
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main subdistricts of Kuala Krai, Manek Urai and Dabong, are often exposed to floods [114].
In 2014, the Kuala Kerai district experienced a major flood due to the northeast monsoon
that brought heavy rain. In addition, the confluence of the Galas and Lebir Rivers in that
region also caused flooding [115].
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Figure 10. Flood Hazard Index map in the Kuala Kerai district simulated using IMERG-F in 2014.

4. Discussion

To effectively address the flood problem, it is crucial to develop a more detailed flood
map by incorporating the GIS-based AHP method with the GPM IMERG product as an in-
put for rainfall data [88,89]. Some studies have reported the limitations of IMERG products,
such as their inability to accurately depict rapidly changing daily precipitation and the lack
of reliable ground-based gauge rainfall information in certain areas [9,110,116]. Addition-
ally, a high variability in precipitation extremes in IMERG grid boxes results in large spatial
sampling errors when compared to individual precipitation measurements [117], and the
downscaled precipitation products can have inherent systematic biases [118]. Topographic
complexity, as noted by Sharifi et al. [119], Yang et al. [120], and Hirpa et al. [121], also adds
to this challenge. The IMERG’s ability to detect rainfall events has moderate performance
during validation, but its accuracy in flood hazard mapping is comparable to the rain
gauge data, i.e., in terms of the differences in spatial patterns and total high-risk areas, as
shown in Figures 8 and 9. The validation results showed that IMERG-E and IMERG-L
performed slightly better in capturing precipitation patterns compared to the IMERG-F
product. This finding is supported by other studies as well [45,122-124]. For example,
Hou et al. [61] found that the IMERG-E and IMERG-L products that are designed for
real-time applications, such as flood monitoring, water management, crop forecasting, and
flood mapping, are useful for these purposes. This aligns with the findings of this study.

As per the results presented in Table 10, it was observed that the IMERG products
tended to overestimate precipitation in the years 2014 and 2020. Meanwhile, the IMERG
products tended to underestimate precipitation in the year 2017. Ebrahimi et al. [66]
pointed out that both moderate and heavy rainfalls may be difficult for satellite sensors
to detect, which might result in the inadequate monitoring of extreme weather events.
Downscaling and interpolating IMERG data might contribute to the errors present in the



Water 2023, 15, 2195

23 of 29

IMERG data [125]. In addition, the usage of different temporal resolutions (subdaily, daily,
and monthly) and flood periods (from when to when) in the GPM IMERG products may also
influence the outputs. Therefore, future research should be carried out to establish efficient
bias—correction algorithms and to test the sensitivity of different temporal resolutions for
improving the entire flood hazard mapping framework.

When used as an input, IMERG can deliver good results when combined with other
factors in developing a flood hazard index map. This is proven by most of the recorded flood
events area falling within the high and very high-risk flood hazard areas simulated by all
three IMERG products. This is consistent with a prior study conducted by Parsian et al. [46],
who found IMERG can accurately identify flood risk areas in Pol-e Doktar with about
95% accuracy rate. However, please note that the AHP method requires all geospatial
data to be consistent and in the same resolution. Many GIS-based AHP studies have
utilized the simple bilinear resampling technique to resample the pixel values of SPPs to
a higher resolution [62-65], but resampling errors might occur, particularly in complex
topography and mountainous areas. The minimization of these errors using optimal
downscaling techniques, i.e., geographically weighted regression, and cubist and artificial
neural networks (ANNSs) [126], before applying SPPs in the GIS-based AHP simulations
should be considered in the future.

Based on the flood hazard mapping results, it can be observed that the areas that
are mostly affected by floods are mainly distributed in the bottom and middle parts of
the KRB. This corresponds with the distribution of rainfall, as shown in Figure 6. Town
areas are more susceptible to flooding due to inadequate drainage systems that cannot
manage the increased runoff, resulting in a higher risk of flooding [127]. The distribution
pattern of hazard levels appeared to be significantly different between the upper and lower
parts of the KRB. Low land areas with an elevation less than 15 m are more vulnerable
to flooding. Low elevation and flat slope angles were among the factors that tended to
increase community exposure to flood hazards. The result is compatible with previous
studies, such as [77,113,128]. Flooding occurred in the low-lying areas of KRB and affected
the districts of Kota Bharu, Tanah Merah, and Kuala Kerai.

The FHI map also showed high and very high hazard class areas located along or near
rivers, where the distance from the river was <500 m. Most of the moderate, high, and
very high areas were located along the rivers. Pham et al. [129] found that the distance
to rivers is the key factor in predicting flash floods. As a result, the distance from rivers
was included as a crucial element in creating the FHI map. This highlights that the AHP
considers more than just rainfall, as other factors can also contribute to flooding.

5. Conclusions

This research attempts to assess the reliability of three GPM IMERG products in
tropical flood hazard mapping using the AHP method, focusing on the Kelantan River
Basin (KRB), Malaysia. Rainfall, surface runoff, elevation, drainage density, distance to
rivers, slope gradient, soil type, land use, lithology, road density, building density, and
population density were identified to be important factors affecting floods in the study
area. All these thematic layers were integrated with the IMERG products to generate flood
hazard maps for mitigation and planning purposes.

Compared to rain gauges, the GPM IMERG products are able to capture the spatial
variability of annual precipitation, where high precipitation regions are in the lower and
middle parts of the basin, near the sea, exhibiting the usefulness of alternative precipitation
information. However, the AHP requires all the layers to be in the same spatial resolution.
High correlations and low biases between the original and resampled GPM IMERG prod-
ucts show that the resampling technique has minimal impact on the outputs, but a more
comprehensive assessment should be conducted in the future to understand the influence
of different resampling techniques on flood hazard mapping.

Most of the recorded flood events fall in high and very high-risk flooding areas, as
simulated using the rain gauges and all three GPM IMERG products. This shows the
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GPM IMERG products have the potential to be used for tropical flood hazard mapping via
the GIS-based AHP method. Interestingly, IMERG-F tended to cover slightly bigger very
high-risk areas, particularly in 2014 and 2017. However, the ROC analysis showed all three
GPM IMERG products performed well in generating flood hazard maps, with AUC values
greater than 0.8.
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