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Abstract: Water hyacinth is a well-known invasive weed in lakes across the world and harms
the aquatic environment. Since 2011, the weed has invaded Lake Tana substantially posing a challenge
to the ecosystem services of the lake. The major factors which affect the growth of the weed are
phosphorus, nitrogen, temperature, pH, salinity, and lake depth. Understanding and investigating
the hotspot areas is vital to predict the areas for proper planning of interventions. The main objective
of this study is therefore to predict the hotspot areas of the water hyacinth over the surface of the lake
using the geographical information system (GIS)-based multi-criteria evaluation (MCE) technique.
The main parameters used in the multi-criteria analysis were total phosphorus (>0.08 mg L),
total nitrogen (>1.1 mg L™}), temperature (<26.2 °C), pH (<8.6), salinity (<0.011%), and depth (<6 m).
These parameters were collected from 143 sampling sites on the lake in August, December (2016),
and March (2017). Fuzzy overlay spatial analysis was used to overlay the different parameters
to obtain the final prediction map of water hyacinth infestation areas. The results indicated that
24,969 ha (8.1%), 21,568.7 ha (7.1%), and 24,036 ha (7.9%) of the lake are susceptible to invasion
by the water hyacinth in August, December, and March, respectively. At the maximum historical
lake level, 30,728.4 ha will be the potential susceptible area for water hyacinth growth and expansion
at the end of the rainy season in August. According to the result of this study, the north and
northeastern parts of the lake are highly susceptible for invasion. Hence, water hyacinth management
and control plans shall mainly focus on the north and northeastern part of Lake Tana and upstream
contributing watersheds.

Keywords: water hyacinth; Lake Tana; MCE; fuzzy overlay; source area; Upper Blue Nile

1. Introduction

The invasive free-floating aquatic plants have been the main challenges of water bodies in the world
because they form a thick floating mat on the water surface that tends to reduce sunlight penetration
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and the exchange of gases between the water surface and the atmosphere [1-5]. Water hyacinth
(Eichhornia crassipes [Mart.] Solms), is a perennial, herbaceous, free floating aquatic plant originating
in the Amazon Basin, South America [6]. It can grow in stagnant and flowing water bodies [7].
The species was discovered by a German naturalist, C. von Martius, who was studying the flora
of Brazil in 1823 [8]. Since the late 1800s, the plant has spread into large areas of the world [8,9]
and then, starting from the Amazon basin reached many tropical and sub-tropical countries of Latin
America, the Caribbean, Africa, Southeast Asia, and the Pacific [10,11]. As stated by [11], remarkable
freshwater bodies, swamps, and wetland areas of Africa and the Middle East have been invaded
by this invasive weed. The reason for the wide spread and growth of the weed in these areas might be
due to eutrophication caused by a high level of nutrients. Factors that can create favorable conditions
for this growth can be salinity, pH, temperature, sunlight shading, disturbance, and reproduction
systems of the invasive weed [12].

In Ethiopia, water hyacinth was observed and reported for the first time in 1965 in Lake Koka
and River Awash, and from there it started to spread to other nearby water bodies [13-15]. Since 2011,
water hyacinth has invaded Lake Tana, which is the largest lake in the highlands of Ethiopia [16].
The exact cause and source of the water hyacinth infestation in Lake Tana are not clearly known yet but
are probably favored by factors such as sedimentation, extensive fertilizer application in the agricultural
parts of the catchment, and pollutants (nutrients) from the surrounding cities (mainly Bahir Dar and
Gondar). An estimated sediment load ranging from 15.4 to 60 t ha™! yr~! [17-19] is transported from
the catchments to the lake. Different studies have estimated that the sediment deposited in the lakebed
is in the range of 12-37 million t yr~! [19-21], and 2.15 million t yr~! of organic matter are deposited
in the lake bed [19]. The sediment deposited in the flood plain is estimated to form 82-96% of the total
sediment which is transported from the watersheds [20] and comprises 2.57 (+0.17) million t yr‘1 [19].
According to [19], 1.09 million t yr~! of sediment leave Lake Tana, the rate of sedimentation of Lake Tana
is 11.7 £ 0.1 kg m~! yr~!, and the trap efficiency of the lake is estimated at about 97%. This sediment
transported from the watersheds and deposited in the lake and flood plain is rich in nutrients [19] that
can accelerate the eutrophication process of the lake. The water quality of the lake is deteriorating due
to effluents from point and non-point sources, i.e., cities and agricultural fields [22,23].

Water hyacinth has a strong impact on the physicochemical components of the water of the invaded
ecosystem. Its presence in the form of floating carpets on the surface leads to drastic reductions
in temperature, pH, oxygen concentration, and the amount of nutrients in the water column [24,25].
In some cases, it can lead to the total collapse of dissolved oxygen, resulting in the death
of the zoocenoses present, in particular of the ichthyofauna [8]. The weed causes serious environmental
and socio-economic problems for millions of riparian communities across the world and becomes
an additional limiting factor of development. As claimed by [26], the weed has an ability to form
a floating dense mat on the water surface which deteriorates the water quality used for irrigation.
It also affects fishing and transport for riparian communities [27]. In Ethiopia, the weed causes
serious socioeconomic effects [15,28]. As stated by [14], the economic impact of water hyacinth
in the invaded areas across Ethiopia was estimated at about US$ 100,000 between 2000 and 2013,
for controlling and removing of the weed. The socioeconomic activities of the people whose livelihoods
are directly or indirectly contingent on the ecosystem services of Lake Tana, are affected by the water
hyacinth invasion. Fishing is becoming painful for the fishermen and the transportation of small
boats presents a challenge because of the thick mat formation of the weed. Animal grazing land
and agricultural land of the flood plain in the northeastern part are covered by the invasive weed,
affecting the agricultural practices [29-31]. Since it is a recent phenomenon in Ethiopia, there are only
very few studies regarding the water hyacinth, such as [29-31], which makes it difficult to obtain better
understanding of the causes, how it expands, and where it expands in order for the management
of the water hyacinth to be knowledge-based.

The reporting of the invaded coverage area is a source of conflict among the stakeholders.
According to [29], the invaded area of the lake was 20,000 ha, 50,000 ha, and 34,000 ha in 2012, 2014,
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and 2015, respectively, whereas the government offices estimated the coverage to be below 5000 ha
in the peak growing season. In a survey done from 4-14 October 2018, the water hyacinth invaded area
was estimated as 2279.4 ha of the lake, excluding the infestation area in the flood plain. A scientific
approach is necessary to better understand the spatiotemporal variation of the area covered by the water
hyacinth to better support management actions.

The prediction of the hotspot areas for water hyacinth infestation could be done using multi-criteria
spatial modeling, which is one of the important components of a spatial decision support system
(SDSS), which often requires a common scale of values for diverse and dissimilar inputs to create
an integrated analysis [32].

In a multi-criteria analysis, the major factors controlling the growth of water hyacinth in water
bodies are required which could be categorized as climatic conditions (temperature, humidity,
and sunlight shading), water body conditions (salinity of the water, disturbances like flooding,
current and wave directions), eutrophication (nitrates, phosphates, and sulphates in dissolved form),
pH, and reproduction system (sexual and asexual) of the invasive weed [8,12,33]. The most favorable
conditions are stagnant water, shallow water depth (<6 m) [34], surface sediments rich in organic
matter, and nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorous. Water hyacinths highly responded when
P is increased from 0.06 mg L ! to 1.06 mg L1, and after this value, the weed did not increase
in biomass [35].

This work will contribute to the prediction of the hot spot areas using multiple and suitable
factors from the scientific community. It will also help to prepare a preventive approach strategy
in the management of water hyacinth, and major factors that dictate the expansion of the weed will be
identified. The objectives of this study were therefore to (1) evaluate the threshold values of the major
factors for water hyacinth in the context of Lake Tana and (2) to predict the potential hotspot areas
of water hyacinth expansion using a geographical information system (GIS)-based multi-criteria
analysis. This study will be useful in the implementation of a strategic management and control plan
for water hyacinth by focusing on the hotspot areas of the lake.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Study Area

Lake Tana is located in Northwestern Ethiopia, with an average elevation of 1786 meters above
mean sea level (m a.s.l.). Geographically, it is located in the range of 10°45’54.1” N, 36°10'24.9” E
and 12°50"15.9” N, 38°50"54.48” E (Figure 1). The lake has a width of about 66 km from east to west
and length of 92 km from north to south. The lake covers about 3156 km?, with a total drainage
area of 15,000 km? [36]. The lake receives 93% the inflow from four major rivers, namely Gilgel
Abay, Gumara, Rib, and Megech [37]. In addition to gauged rivers (rivers which have hydrological
stations to measure flow data), more than 40 ungauged tributaries (tributaries which do not have
hydrological stations to measure flow data) flow into the lake. The major part of the Lake Tana basin
is suitable for crop production. According to [20], 55% of the catchment area is used for cultivation,
21% consists of water, 10% is grassland and 1.6% is wetland. The cultivated land and surface runoff
have shown an increasing trend between 1973 and 2010 [38]. The basin has an irrigation potential
of 112,505 ha [39]. Urbanization of the Lake Tana basin is expanding, but there are no integrated waste
management practices [40]. The load of non-point source pollutants is increasing in the Tana basin and
in the highlands of the basin [23].

The annual water inflow to the lake was estimated to be 3843 million m3 yr~! from rainfall,
3970 MCM yr~! from gauged rivers, and 2729 MCM yr~! from ungauged rivers [41]. According to [41],
the annual evaporation from the lake and annual outflow at the outlet of the Blue Nile were estimated
as 5182.5 MCM yr~! and 4714 MCM yr~!, respectively. The lake water level fluctuates annually
and seasonally with the change of precipitation patterns [36]. According to the Ethiopian Ministry
of Water, Irrigation, and Energy (EMoWIE), the maximum weir operating level at Chara-Chara Weir
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(outlet of the Blue Nile River) is 1786.35 m a.s.l., and the maximum historical water level at Lake Tana
was observed as 1788.2 m a.s.l. The basin is severely affected by erosion and sedimentation which
deteriorates the quality of the water bodies in the basin [17,37,42,43]. According to [37], 12-30.50%
of the basin has a high erosion potential.

Legend 37°0'0"E 37°12'0"E 37°24'0"E 37°36'0"E
/I Tana sub basin N
-.L__1Map of Ethiopia 22 A
) /7 - R l,—“'f '\‘L
- z z
o o
S < &
& &
4 Z
o >
< =)
2 &
Legen_d z ,‘ -
Tana basin land use =Y » =
I Agriculture g‘? " I ?
I Agro-pastoral —|Legend | =
| | Agro-sylvicultural | Study area (Lake Tana‘)\'—" )

- z M z
I Pastoral = =
© 3
I sylvi-cultural ©lo 510 20 30 40 &
B Sylvo-pastoral = o s e Km =

Urban 37°0'0"E 37°12'0"E 37°24'0"E 37°36'0"E

\ | Water

Figure 1. Tana basin land use and Lake Tana in the Upper Blue Nile basin (UBN), Northwestern Ethiopia.

2.2. Dataset

Water quality data such as total phosphorus (TP), total nitrogen (TN), water surface temperature (T),
total dissolved solids (TDS), and pH were collected in August, December (2016), and March (2017) from a
total of 143 sampling sites (Figure 2) across the lake ata 5 km interval and 0.5 m depth. The representative
sample of each point was then kept in polyethylene bottles and stored at —4 °C until it was analyzed.
Total phosphorus (TP) concentrations were determined using PhosVer®3 (Hach Company, Loveland,
CO, USA) based on the acid-per-sulfate digestion method in the range of 0.06-3.50 PO4*>~ mg P L.
Total nitrogen (TN) concentrations were also determined using the acid-persulfate digestion method
in the low range of 0.5-25.0 mg N L7!). Digestion was realized at 105 and 150 °C for 30 min,
respectively, for TN and TP. The absorption was then measured using Hach product DR.2008 and
DR.3900 spectrophotometer at a wavelength of 410 nm and 890 nm for TN and TP, respectively.

The temperature of the water surface was determined in-situ using a WM-32EP EC/pH meter
(DKK-TOA Corporation, Tokyo, Japan). Transparency of the water was measured by a Secchi disc
of 20 cm in diameter (Abel’s Boat maintenance and assembly microenterprise, Bahir Dar, Ethiopia).
The maximum depth at which the disc can be seen when lowered into the water is marked and measured.

The reason why we selected the three months was to see temporal variations of the water
quality parameters in the rainy and dry seasons due to seasonal surface water fluctuation of the lake.
The bathymetry survey conducted by the Tana sub-basin Authority (TaSBo, 2014) was also collected
to understand the spatial distribution of the lake depth in August 2014.
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Figure 2. Lake water quality data sampling sites (Collected in August, December 2016, and March 2017).

2.3. Methods

To achieve the objectives of this study, the application of ArcGIS tools, especially the spatial analyst
tool, was very useful. To predict the water hyacinth hotspot invasion area of Lake Tana, three steps were
applied. The first step was interpolation and prediction of the spatiotemporal distribution of each major
factor using the measured data across the lake. The second step was validation of the threshold values
of each major factor by using a map of the invaded area which was prepared by Global Positioning
System (GPS) tracking method. Finally, using a fuzzy overlay technique, we predicted and prepared
maps of the spatiotemporal hotspot invasion areas of the lake.

2.3.1. Interpolation

The spatiotemporal variability of the water quality data was predicted by ordinary kriging
interpolation method, with a spherical semivariogram model using the spatial analyst tool in ArcGIS
(ESRI, Redlands, CA, USA). The ordinary kriging method is the most basic method of kriging
interpolation, which allows for the application of a statistical model including autocorrelation,
rather than applying a deterministic approach by using inverse distance weight (IDW) [44]. Using these
interpolated values, raster layers for each parameter were developed, which show the spatial variability
of water hyacinth potential infestation areas. Using the maximum historical lake level (1788.2 m a.s.l),
the probable flood area of the basin which is connected to the lake water was estimated and mapped
using a 30 m resolution digital elevation model (DEM).

2.3.2. The Threshold Value of the Major Factors

The major factors which determine the growth and expansion of water hyacinth are total
phosphorus (TP), total nitrogen (TN), water surface temperature (T), salinity, pH, and water depth [12].
The values of water surface temperature, TP, TN, salinity, pH, and water depth which are suitable
for water hyacinth growth were determined from previous studies [9,34,45-50]. Some threshold values
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were taken from previous research and most of them were fixed after critical evaluation and monitoring
of measured parameters and their values in the current invaded area of the lake. The map of the current
invaded area was developed by GPS tracking from 4-14 October 2018 when the growth of the weed
was highest. Those parameters will help us to identify the main source areas (hotspots) of the water
hyacinth in the water bodies. On the basis of information from the literature [34] and field observation
and measurement, the depth of the lake which is suitable for optimum growth of water hyacinth is less
than 6 m. Based on the threshold setup, a total of six spatial maps were prepared in each month and
overlaid to identify the potential water hyacinth infestation area at different times across Lake Tana.

2.3.3. Multicriteria Analysis

The suitability analysis was carried out using GIS-based multi-criteria decision analysis
(MCDA) [51-53] with the fuzzy overlay function. Even though the fuzzy overlay is computationally
complex, it gives more accurate and consistent results than weighted overlay [32]. Before applying
the fuzzy overlay, suitable criteria for optimum water hyacinth growth for each water quality parameter
were determined using the literature and the current infestation area survey of the lake. The map
of the current water hyacinth covered area was used for validation.

2.3.4. Fuzzy Overlay

Suitability analysis deals with continuous factors in nature (soil characteristics, climatic parameters)
and with socio-economics linguistic parameters (near, nearer, far away) which are difficult to model
using Boolean logic because of their vagueness and imprecision [54]. To make such imprecise,
incomplete, and vague information precise, fuzzy (probabilistic) logic is preferable [55-57]. The fuzzy
overlay is based on set theory and the transformation defines the possibility of membership to sets [32,58].
According to [32,58], the fuzzy overlay function is better than weighted overlay in suitability analysis.
Since fuzzy logic is based on set theory to determine whether a particular location belongs to one
or multiple sets, weighting does not make sense, so that increasing the weight of one factor over another
cannot increase the possibility of belonging to one set or a combination of multiple sets, as the result,
weightings of the criteria are not applicable.

In this study, we applied a membership type of “MSSmall” because it can calculate the membership
based on the mean and standard deviation of the input data, where small values have high membership
with one and two multipliers of mean and standard deviation, respectively. It can overlay data
in a “fuzzy” manner and is useful in identifying the least common denominator for the membership
of all the input criteria. Figure 3 shows the flow chart of the method used.

(Dataset )
Total Water surface ) ] djs};[:)tﬁ%e 1
Nitrogen /, temeperature solids
"----...._____.eva.luation._____....---"'
Fuzzy /" Suitability
‘ membership ‘ -{Fuzzy overlay|—| analysis _/_.'
‘ ‘Deﬁne the function Deflrflflﬁgg:lerlay

Figure 3. Flow chart for multi-criteria spatial model using fuzzy overlay developed to identify
the potential water hyacinth infestation area.
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3. Results and Discussion

3.1. Threshold Water Quality Parameters

In this study, six water quality parameters were considered in the multi-criteria analysis
for the prediction of hotspot locations and areas in the rainy (August) and dry seasons
(December and March). The spatiotemporal distribution of selected parameters has been interpolated and

presented below (Figure 4).
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Figure 4. Spatial variability of total phosphorus (a), total nitrogen (b), temperature (c), pH (d),
total dissolved solids (e), and lake bathymetry (f) over Lake Tana (August and December 2016
and March 2017, except depth data).

In Figure 4, the highest values of the total phosphorus (TP) concentration were observed in the dry
season (December and March) and the lowest in the rainy season (August) (0.14 mg L7 lin August,
0.18 mg L~! in December, and 0.21 mg L~! in March). Phosphorus flowing from the catchment
to the lake through runoff might be in particulate and dissolved forms. The particulate form can
be re-dissolved and re-suspended by wind and waves [59]. Lakes with a low flushing rate have
high retention [60]. Based on the results of [41], we have calculated the flushing rate of the lake
and found it to be 18.4% per year of the net inflow, which is very low, and the residence time was
estimated to be about 5.4 years. The retained particulate phosphorus can be re-suspended, and its
re-suspension is higher in shallow lakes due to wind-induced remixing events [61-63]. The reason
behind the maximum value of phosphorus in the dry season in Lake Tana might be the low flushing
rate/high residence time, high retention capacity, and wind-induced re-suspension of the particulate
phosphorus in the dry months when the temperature increases.

The highest values of total nitrogen (TN) concentration were observed in the rainy season (August)
and the lowest in the dry season (in December and March) (2.7 mg L~! in August, 2.6 mg L'
in December, and 1.9 mg L™! in March). This might be due to high nitrogen fertilizer application
in the basin and its transport to the lake through runoff by tributary rivers. The agricultural office
report indicates that the diammonium phosphate (DAP) and urea fertilizer application for rain-fed and
irrigation agriculture is increasing in the highland areas of the basin. The spatial and temporal variability
of the pH value of the lake was not substantial and ranged between 7.8 and 8.6, which indicates that
the lake is productive or eutrophic in its state and suitable for water hyacinth and other aquatic plants.
According to the results (Table 1), the temporal variability of the temperature is not, as such, substantial,
but there is some spatial variability of the temperature of the lake. However, the temperature is
suitable for the growth and expansion of aquatic plants, including water hyacinth. The spatiotemporal
values of the TDS were found in the range of 63.5-108.7 mg L~! in August, 72.1-77.7 mg L1
in December, and 36.8-107.2 mg L' in March, which are low values that suitable for the growth
of water hyacinth [64]. The range of the TDS values in December was small, which needs further
investigation. Substantial shallow depth of the lake is found on the northeast shore which is currently
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invaded by water hyacinth. The statistics of the temporal values of the five parameters are summarized
and presented in Table 1.

Table 1. The temporal values of selected physicochemical water quality parameters.

Monthly Values
S/No Parameters Statistical Parameters
August  December  March
Max 0.30 0.40 0.60
Min 0.05 0.07 0.02
-1
1 TP (mg L) Mean 0.14 0.18 0.21
St. deviation 0.04 0.05 0.05
Max 5.7 5.6 4
Min 1.1 0.90 0.50
-1
2 TN (mg L) Mean 2.7 26 1.9
St. deviation 0.98 0.98 0.75
Max 8.5 8.4 8.6
3 pH Min 7.8 8 8
Mean 8.2 8.2 8.3
St. deviation 0.12 0.08 0.079
Max 26 26 25
4 Temperature (°C) Min 22 19 20
Mean 24.4 22 23.3
St. deviation 0.75 0.98 0.86
Max 0.011 0.008 0.011
.. Min 0.005 0.007 0.003
1 %
5 Salinity (%) Mean 0.009 0.007 0.010
St. deviation 0.0005 0.0002 0.0004

The minimum and maximum values of each parameter were considered parameter to set
the threshold values for optimum conditions of water hyacinth growth (Table 1). Setting the threshold
values was done in two ways. The first technique was taking optimum values from the literature
and the second was validating the literature values with the current condition of water hyacinth
growth on Lake Tana using spatiotemporal, measured parametric values. It was found that except
for depth, most of the conditions found in the literature could not be fitted with the Lake Tana
conditions. To solve this dissimilarity, we decided to validate the threshold values of Lake Tana
condition by critically evaluating the linkage between the current invaded area and the measured
spatial values of the parameters. The validation was carried out by using the map showing the current
status of water hyacinth invasion, which was prepared through tracking the invaded areas of the lake
using handheld GPS and discussions held with the local community.

Figure 5 indicates that almost all pH, salinity, and water surface temperature conditions
of Lake Tana are appropriate for the growth of water hyacinth. The lake is also highly suitable
in terms of nutrients (TP and TN) for the growth of water hyacinth because the spatially measured
values were found in optimum ranges, as supported by the literature (Table 2). The suitable depth
for water hyacinth on Lake Tana was found on the northeast shore of the lake, except small areas
in the southwest corridor. The threshold values of each selected parameter from the literature and
the Lake Tana condition are reported in Table 2.
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Figure 5. Suitable area of Lake Tana in terms of major factors for water hyacinth growth in August.

Table 2. Threshold values of water quality parameters in comparison with previous studies.

S/N Parameters Range References In This Study
0.02-0.10 mg L1 [50] 4
1 TP 1.66-3 mg L (2] >0.08 mg L
0.50-1 mg L~ [45]
2 TN 0.05-1 mg L! [50] >1.1mgL™!
5.50-20 mg L~! [12]
8-40 °C [48]
12-38 °C [45]
3 T 10-40 °C [50] <28
28-30 °C [12]
4.0-10.0 [48]
4 pH 6.0-8.0 [47] <8.6
6.5-8.5 [12]
<0.0005% [46]
5 Salinity 0.13-0.19% [49] <0.011%
<0.2% [12]
6 Depth <6m [34] <6m

3.2. Hotspot Area Prediction of Water Hyacinth Area Using MCDA

Six physical and water quality parameters such as depth, TP, TN, pH, TDS, and T were considered
to establish layers of the MCDA. The threshold values established in this study were: depth < 6 m, total
phosphorus > 0.08 mg L™, total nitrogen > 1.10 mg L™}, a temperature range of 23-27 °C, pH of 8-8.60
and salinity < 0.011%. After the determination of the threshold values for each parameter, the spatial
maps were prepared for each parameter using ArcGIS (ESRI, Redlands, CA, USA), Spatial Analyst
tool, and Reclassify tool. Through fuzzy overlay analysis, the maximum invasion area of the lake was

predicted (Figure 6).
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Figure 6. Predicted suitable area using multi criteria analysis for water hyacinth growth in different
months (a). Map of Lake Tana and its invaded area by water hyacinth (red color) from 6-10 October 2018
(prepared by GPS tracking and overlaying on Google Earth) (b).

Currently, the hotspot areas which have been invaded by the invasive species are located on
the northeastern shore of the lake (6-10 October 2018, shown in Figure 6b). In the rainy season
(August), the western part is also susceptible to be invaded by the weed, but so far, there was
no observation of an invasion. According to seasonal lake level fluctuations, the surface water
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area of Lake Tana ranges from 2966 km? to 3100 km? [65]. On the basis of the data from Amhara
Design and Supervision Works Enterprise, the surface water area was in the range of 3035.3 km?
(dry season)-3091.32 km?2 (end of the rainy season). The magnitude of the invaded area has been
affected by the seasonal surface water fluctuation of the lake [66]. According to the Ethiopian Ministry
of Water, Irrigation, and Electricity (EMoWIE), the maximum weir operating level at Chara-Chara
(outlet of the Blue Nile River) is 1786.35 m a.s.l. and the maximum historical Lake Tana level is 1788.2
m a.s.l. At the maximum probable lake level (1788.2 m a.s.1.), a 5759 ha flood plain which is susceptible
to be invaded by water hyacinth may be covered by flooding water due to the back flow of the lake
water. The reason why the northeastern shore of the lake is susceptible to invasion might be due
to the large flood plain which has a great potential to sink nutrients [67] and the substantial amount
of sediment deposition from the major rivers (Gumara) [68], which causes flooding in this area and
makes it suitable for water hyacinth growth and expansion. The overall suitable and non-suitable
areas are summarized in Table 3.

Table 3. Summary of the predicted suitable and not-suitable areas for water hyacinth growth.

Month Area Suitable Not-Suitable Total

August Area (ha) 24,969 * 284,163 309,132
& % 8.1 91.9 -

D b Area (ha) 21,568.7 281,961.8 303,530.5

ecember % 7.1 92.9 -

March Area (ha) 24,036 279,494.5 303,530.5
are % 7.9 92.1 -

* The suitable area does not include the flood-susceptible area (5759.4 ha) due to the probable maximum historical

lake level.

The area suitable for infestation was found to be larger in August than in March and December
(Table 3). This result is supported by the actual conditions of the infestation of the weed (Figure 4).
In the last five or six years, the infestation has worsened at the end of the rainy season in the northeast
corridor and has spread a little further southeast of the lake. In the dry season, the infestation is limited
to the mouth of the perennial rivers and the littoral portion of the lake. The main reasons for this
variation might be the increase of the lake’s water level and the occurrence of flooding as the result
of the Chara-Chara weir at the outlet of the Blue Nile River. At the end of the rainy season, the large
flood plain is flooded and is suitable for the growth of water hyacinth. Including the estimated flood
area, the potential susceptible area for water hyacinth growth and expansion will be at its maximum
in August, with a total area of 30,728.4 ha (Figures 6 and 7).

Although the southwest and northwest corridors of the lake are suitable for water hyacinth growth
on the basis of the multi-criteria evaluation, the area is still free from the floating invasive weed, as shown
in Figure 6b. Although further data collection and investigation is needed, the reason might be due
to the wind and wind-induced wave direction. The floating weed moves into bays and quiescent parts
of the Lake water surface due to the wind and wind-induced wave direction [69]. Based on personal
observations during field work and direct communication with local people, it seems that the direction
of the wind during the daytime is towards the northeast and the waves move in the same direction.
At the same time, it is observed and verified that the growth of weeds is stable in the stagnant water
bodies and in the littoral areas of the lake.
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Figure 7. Maximum probable flooding area in the Tana basin at the maximum historical lake level
(1788.2 m a.s.l.).

4. Conclusions

The major factors applied in the multi-criteria analysis to predict the hotspot areas of water hyacinth
growth on Lake Tana were total phosphorus, total nitrogen, temperature, pH, salinity, and depth.
According to the results, a substantial area of the lake is susceptible to water hyacinth invasion, especially
the northeastern part of the lake. This might be due to the large flood plain in the northeastern part,
the wind direction towards it, and the shallow lake depth in this area. The maximum invasion area
of the lake is 30,728.4 ha (10%) in August at the maximum lake water level. Although the results
match the existing conditions of the water hyacinth infestation in the lake, it currently only affects
the northeastern portion of the lake, as described in Figure 6b. This might be due to the wind direction
and wind-induced wave direction that moves the weed towards the east. The weed needs stagnant
water, which is typical for the northeastern parts of the lake due to their connection with the large
flood plain in this area. The impact of the wind direction and wind-induced wave current has to be
investigated critically in future works. This study will help to implement control and management
strategies for the stakeholders and the concerned governmental bodies.

Author Contributions: M.G.D. contributed in computation of the overall GIS work, data analysis, writing the
manuscript and improving the manuscript based on the comments and suggestions of the coauthors.
A.A K. contributed in the data collection and laboratory work. A.M.M. contributed in giving comments
and suggestions and improving the writing up and result interpretation. S.A.T. contributed in shaping the objectives,
the methods, and in giving comments on the overall work. A.W.W. helped in the GIS part and in improving
the quality of images. M.A.M. contributed in shaping the overall contents, English, structure of the paper,
and in giving significant comments. D.C.D. contributed in editing, improving the English, and in giving significant
comments for the paper. W.B.A. contributed in giving comments and suggestions in the GIS part of this work.

Funding: This research was funded by Bahir Dar University Ethiopia and International Water Management
Institute (IWMI) as part of Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Small Scale Irrigation (AID-OAA-A-13-0005),



Water 2019, 11, 1921 14 of 17

the Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Sustainable Intensification (AID-OAA-L-14-00006) through the Sustainably
Intensified Production Systems Impact on Nutrition (SIPSIN) and Blue Nile Water Institute for data collection
and by the Amhara Environment, Forest, and Wild-life Protection and Development Authority (AEFWPDA)
for GPS mapping.

Acknowledgments: The data were collected partly by Bahir Dar University Ethiopia and International Water
Management Institute (IWMI) as part of the Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Sustainable Intensification
(AID-OAA-L-14-00006) through the Sustainably Intensified Production Systems Impact on Nutrition (SIPSIN)
and partly by Blue Nile Water Institute. We thank the Tana Sub Basin Office (TaSBO) and Amhara Design and
Supervision Works Enterprise (ADWE) for giving us additional secondary data. Special thanks are also expressed
to the Amhara Environment, Forest, and Wild-life Protection and Development Authority (AEFWPDA) to initiate
the study and support funding for the GPS mapping.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1.  Brendondk, L.; Maes, J.; Rommens, W.; Dekeza, N.; Nhiwatiwa, T.; Barson, M.; Callebaut, V.; Phiri, C.; Moreau, K.;
Gratwicke, B.; et al. The impact of water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) in a eutrophic subtropical impoundment
(Lake Chivero, Zimbabwe). II. Species diversity. Arch. Hydrobiol. 2003, 158, 389—405. [CrossRef]

2. Giardini, M. Salvinia molesta DS Mitchell (Salviniaceae): Seconda segnalazione per I'Italia (Lazio)
e considerazioni sul controllo di questa specie infestante. Webbia 2004, 59, 457-467. [CrossRef]

3. Ceschin, S.; Abati, S.; Traversetti, L.; Spani, F.; Del Grosso, F.; Scalici, M. Effects of the alien duckweed Lemna
minuta Kunth on aquatic animals: An indoor experiment. Plant Biosyst. 2019. [CrossRef]

4. Abdel-Tawwab, M. Effect of free-floating macrophyte, Azolla pinnata on water physico-chemistry, primary
productivity, and the production of Nile Tilapia, Oreochromis niloticus (L.), and Common Carp, Cyprinus carpio
L., in fertilized earthen ponds. J. Appl. Aquac. 2006, 18, 21-41. [CrossRef]

5. Gratwicke, B.; Marshall, B.E. The impact of Azolla filiculoides Lam. on animal biodiversity in streams
in Zimbabwe. Afr. J. Ecol. 2001, 39, 216-218. [CrossRef]

6. Hill, M.P.,; Coetzee, J.A. Integrated control of water hyacinth in Africa. EPPO Bull. 2008, 38, 452-457.
[CrossRef]

7. Hasan, M.R.; Chakrabarti, R. Floating Aquatic Macrophytes: Water Hyacinths. In Use of Algae and Aquatic
Macrophytes as Feed in Small Scale Aquaculture—A Review; FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical Paper;
FAO: Quebec City, QC, Canada, 2009; p. 123.

8. Téllez, TR.; Lépez, EM.D.R; Granado, G.L.; Pérez, E.A.; Lopez, RM.; Guzman, ].M.S. The water hyacinth,
Eichhornia crassipes: An invasive plant in the Guadiana River Basin (Spain). Aquat. Invasions 2008, 3, 42-53.
[CrossRef]

9. Van Driesche, R; Blossey, B.; Hoddle, M.; Lyon, S.; Reardon, R. Biological Control of Invasive Plants in the Eastern
United States; Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team, USDA Forest Service: Morgantown, VA, USA, 2002.

10.  Julien, M.H. Biological control of water hyacinth with arthropods: A review to 2000. In Aciar Proceedings;
ACIAR: Canberra, Australia, 1998.

11.  Navarro, L.A,; Phiri, G. (Eds.) Water Hyacinth in Africa and the Middle East: A Survey of Problems and Solutions;
Idrc.: Ottawa, ON, Canada, 2000.

12.  Gaikwad, R.P; Gavande, S. Major factors contributing growth of water hyacinth in natural water bodies.
Int. ]. Eng. Res. 2017, 6, 304-306. [CrossRef]

13.  Stroud, A. Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes [Mart.] Solms) in Ethiopia. In Proceedings of the 9th Annual
Conference of the Ethiopian Weed Science Committee, Addis Abeba, Ethiopia, 9-10 April 1991.

14. Yirefu, F; Struik, P.C.; Lantinga, E.A.; Tessema, T. Occurrence and diversity of fungal pathogens associated
with water hyacinth and their potential as biocontrol agents in the Rift Valley of Ethiopia. Int. |. Pest Manag.
2017, 63, 355-363. [CrossRef]

15. Zewdie, K.; Lemma, Y.; Nikus, O. Prosopis juliflora: Potentials and problems. Aremn 2005, 6, 1-9.

16. Wondie, A.; Seid, A.; Molla, E.; Goshu, G. Preliminary assessment of water hyacinth (Eichornia crassipes)
in Lake Tana. In Proceedings of the National Workshop (Biological Society of Ethiopia), Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
March 2012.

17.  Setegn, S.G.; Srinivasan, R.; Melesse, A.M.; Dargahi, B. SWAT model application and prediction uncertainty
analysis in the Lake Tana Basin, Ethiopia. Hydrol. Process. 2010, 24, 357-367. [CrossRef]


http://dx.doi.org/10.1127/0003-9136/2003/0158-0389
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00837792.2004.10670778
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/11263504.2018.1549605
http://dx.doi.org/10.1300/J028v18n01_02
http://dx.doi.org/10.1046/j.0141-6707.2000.00284.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2338.2008.01263.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.3391/ai.2008.3.1.8
http://dx.doi.org/10.5958/2319-6890.2017.00024.1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09670874.2016.1277046
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hyp.7457

Water 2019, 11, 1921 15 of 17

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Zimale, FA.; Moges, M.A.; Alemu, M.L.; Ayana, EK.; Demissie, S.S.; Tilahun, S.A.; Steenhuis, T.S.
Calculating the sediment budget of a tropical lake in the Blue Nile basin: Lake Tana. Soil Discuss 2016, 10,
1-12. [CrossRef]

Lemma, H.; Admasu, T.; Dessie, M.; Fentie, D.; Deckers, J.; Frankl, A.; Poesen, J.; Adgo, E.; Nyssen, J.
Revisiting lake sediment budgets: How the calculation of lake lifetime is strongly data and method dependent.
Earth Surf. Process. Landf. 2018, 43, 593—-607. [CrossRef]

Zur Heide, F. Feasibility Study for a Lake Tana Biosphere Reserve, Ethiopia; Bundesamt fiir Naturschutz (BfN):
Bonn, Germany, 2012.

Ayana, E.K. Validation of Radar Altimetry Lake Level Data and It's Application in Water Resource Management;
ITC: Kolkata, India, 2007.

Goshu, G.; Byamukama, D.; Manafi, M.; Kirschner, A K_; Farnleitner, A.H. A pilot study on anthropogenic
faecal pollution impact in Bahir Dar Gulf of Lake Tana, Northern Ethiopia. Ecohydrol. Hydrobiol. 2010, 10,
271-279. [CrossRef]

Ligdi, E.E.; El Kahloun, M.; Meire, P. Ecohydrological status of Lake Tana—A shallow highland lake
in the Blue Nile (Abbay) basin in Ethiopia. Ecohydrol. Hydrobiol. 2010, 10, 109-122. [CrossRef]

Rai, D.N.; Munshi, J.D. The influence of thick floating vegetation (Water hyacinth: Eichhornia crassipes)
on the physico—Chemical environment of a fresh water wetland. Hydrobiologia 1979, 62, 65-69. [CrossRef]
Howard, G.W.; Harley, K.L.S. How do floating aquatic weeds affect wetland conservation and development?
How can these effects be minimized? Wetl. Ecol. Manag. 1997, 5, 215-225. [CrossRef]

Gutierrez, A.P. Applied Population Ecology: A Supply-Demand Approach; John Wiley & Sons: Hoboken, NJ, USA, 1996.
Giereia, D.; Neufeldt, H.; Berazneva, J.; Duby, S. Water hyacinth control in Lake Victoria: Transforming an
ecological catastrophe into economic, social, and environmental benefits. Sustain. Prod. Consum. 2015, 3,
59-69. [CrossRef]

Firehun, Y,; Struik, P.C; Lantinga, E.A.; Taye, T. Water hyacinth in the Rift Valley water bodies of Ethiopia:
Its distribution, socioeconomic importance and management. Int. |. Curr. Agric. Res. 2014, 2, 67-75.
Anteneh, W,; Dereje, T.; Addisalem, A.; Abebaw, Z.; Befta, T. Water Hyacinth Coverage Survey Report on Lake
Tana; Bahir Dar University: Bahir Dar, Ethiopia, 2015.

Ketema, D.M. Analysis of Institutional Arrangements and Common Pool Resources Governance: The Case
of Lake Tana Sub-Basin, Ethiopia. Ph.D. Thesis, University College Cork, Cork, Ireland, 2013.

Tewabe, D. Preliminary survey of water hyacinth in Lake Tana, Ethiopia. Glob. |. Allergy 2015, 1, 13-18.
[CrossRef]

Baidya, P; Chutia, D.; Sudhakar, S.; Goswami, C.; Goswami, J.; Saikhom, V.; Singh, P.S.; Sarma, K.K.
Effectiveness of fuzzy overlay function for multi-criteria spatial modeling—A case study on preparation
of land resources map for Mawsynram Block of East Khasi Hills district of Meghalaya, India. J. Geogr.
Inf. Syst. 2014, 6, 605. [CrossRef]

Wilson, J.R.; Holst, N.; Rees, M. Determinants and patterns of population growth in water hyacinth. Aquat. Bot.
2015, 81, 51-67. [CrossRef]

Makhanu, K.S. Impact of water hyacinth on Lake Victoria. Water and Sanitation for All—Partnerships
and Innovations. In Proceedings of the 23rd WEDC International Conference, Durban, South Africa,
1-5 September 1997; pp. 165-166.

Reddy, K.R.; Agami, M.; Tucker, J.C. Influence of phosphorus on growth and nutrient storage by water
hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes (Mart.) Solms) plants. Aquat. Bot. 1990, 37, 355-365. [CrossRef]

Chebud, Y.A.; Melesse, A.M. Modelling lake stage and water balance of Lake Tana, Ethiopia. Hydrol. Process.
2009, 23, 3534-3544. [CrossRef]

Setegn, S.G.; Srinivasan, R.; Dargahi, B.; Melesse, A.M. Spatial delineation of soil erosion vulnerability
in the Lake Tana Basin, Ethiopia. Hydrol. Process. 2009, 23, 3738-3750. [CrossRef]

Woldesenbet, T.A.; Elagib, N.A.; Ribbe, L.; Heinrich, J. Hydrological responses to land use/cover changes
in the source region of the Upper Blue Nile Basin, Ethiopia. Sci. Total Environ. 2017, 575, 724-741. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

Dessie, M.; Verhoest, N.E.; Adgo, E.; Poesen, |.; Nyssen, . Scenario-based decision support for an integrated
management of water resources. Int. J. River Basin Manag. 2017, 15, 485-502. [CrossRef]

Fenta, B.A. Waste management in the case of Bahir Dar City near Lake Tana shore in Northwestern Ethiopia:
A review. Afr. ]. Environ. Sci. Technol. 2017, 11, 393—-412.


http://dx.doi.org/10.5194/soil-2015-84
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/esp.4256
http://dx.doi.org/10.2478/v10104-011-0011-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.2478/v10104-011-0021-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00012564
http://dx.doi.org/10.1023/A:1008209207736
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.spc.2015.06.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.17352/2455-8141.000003
http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/jgis.2014.66050
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aquabot.2004.11.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0304-3770(90)90021-C
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hyp.7416
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hyp.7476
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2016.09.124
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27712870
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15715124.2017.1345917

Water 2019, 11, 1921 16 of 17

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.
48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.
54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

Wale, A.; Rientjes, TH.M.; Gieske, A.5.M.; Getachew, H.A. Ungauged catchment contributions to Lake Tana’s
water balance. Hydrol. Process. 2009, 23, 3682-3693. [CrossRef]

Setegn, S.G.; Srinivasan, R.; Dargahi, B. Hydrological modelling in the Lake Tana Basin, Ethiopia using SWAT
model. Open Hydrol. ]. 2008, 2, 49-62. [CrossRef]

Poppe, L.; Frankl, A.; Poesen, J.; Admasu, T.; Dessie, M.; Adgo, E.; Deckers, ].; Nyssen, J. Geomorphology of
the Lake Tana basin, Ethiopia. . Maps 2013, 9, 431-437. [CrossRef]

Setianto, A.; Triandini, T. Comparison of kriging and inverse distance weighted (IDW) interpolation methods
in lineament extraction and analysis. . Appl. Geol. 2013, 5. [CrossRef]

Center, T.D.; Spencer, N.R. The phenology and growth of water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes (Mart.) Solms)
in a eutrophic north-central Florida lake. Aquat. Bot. 1981, 10, 1-32. [CrossRef]

De Casabianca, M.L.; Laugier, T.; Posada, F. Petroliferous wastewaters treatment with water hyacinths
(Raffinerie de Provence, France): Experimental statement. Waste Manag. 1995, 15, 651-655. [CrossRef]
Gopal, B. Water Hyacinth; Elsevier: Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 1987.

Jafari, N. Ecological and socio-economic utilization of water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes Mart Solms).
J. Appl. Sci. Environ. Manag. 2010, 14. [CrossRef]

Olivares, E.; Colonnello, G. Salinity gradient in the Manamo River, a dammed distributary of the Orinoco
Delta, and its influence on the presence of Eichhornia crassipes and Paspalum repens. Interciencia 2000, 25,
242-248.

Wilson, J.R.; Rees, M.; Holst, N.; Thomas, M.B.; Hill, G. Water hyacinth population dynamics.
In ACIAR Proceedings; ACIAR: Canberra, Australia, 2000; pp. 96-104.

Heywood, I; Oliver, J.; Tomlinson, S. Building an exploratory multi-criterion modelling environment
for spatial decision support. In Innovations in GIS; Fisher, P., Ed.; Taylor & Francis: London, UK, 1995;
Volume 2, pp. 127-136.

Jankowski, P. Integrating geographical information systems and multiple criteria decision-making methods.
Int. ]. Geogr. Inf. Syst. 1995, 9, 251-273. [CrossRef]

Malczewski, J. GIS-based land-use suitability analysis: A critical overview. Prog. Plan. 2004, 62, 3-65. [CrossRef]
Prakash, T.N. Land Suitability Analysis for Agricultural Crops: A Fuzzy Multicriteria Decision Making Approach;
ITC: Kolkata, India, 2003.

Burrough, P.A. Fuzzy mathematical methods for soil survey and land evaluation. J. Soil Sci. 1989, 40, 477-492.
[CrossRef]

Burrough, P.A.; MacMillan, R.A.; Van Deursen, W. Fuzzy classification methods for determining land
suitability from soil profile observations and topography. . Soil Sci. 1992, 43, 193-210. [CrossRef]
McBratney, A.B.; Odeh, 1.O. Application of fuzzy sets in soil science: Fuzzy logic, fuzzy measurements
and fuzzy decisions. Geoderma 1997, 77, 85-113. [CrossRef]

Malczewski, J. Ordered weighted averaging with fuzzy quantifiers: GIS-based multicriteria evaluation
for land-use suitability analysis. Int. |. Appl. Earth Obs. Geoinf. 2006, 8, 270-277. [CrossRef]

Hupfer, M.; Géchter, R.; Giovanoli, R. Transformation of phosphorus species in settling seston and during
early sediment diagenesis. Aquat. Sci. 1995, 57, 305-324. [CrossRef]

Sondergaard, M.; Jensen, PJ.; Jeppesen, E. Retention and internal loading of phosphorus in shallow, eutrophic
lakes. Sci. World J. 2001, 1, 427-442. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Ekholm, P.;; Malve, O.; Kirkkala, T. Internal and external loading as regulators of nutrient concentrations
in the agriculturally loaded Lake Pyhajarvi (southwest Finland). Hydrobiologia 1997, 345, 3—14. [CrossRef]
Hamilton, D.; Mitchell, S. Wave-induced shear stresses, plant nutrients and chlorophyll in seven shallow
lakes. Freshw. Biol. 1997, 38, 159-168. [CrossRef]

Kristensen, P.; Sendergaard, M.; Jeppesen, E. Resuspension in a shallow eutrophic lake. Hydrobiologia 1992,
228,101-109. [CrossRef]

Weber-Scannell, PXK.; Duffy, L.K. Effects of total dissolved solids on aquatic organism: A review of literature
and recommendation for salmonid species. Am. J. Environ. Sci. 2007, 3, 1-6.

Duan, Z.; Bastiaanssen, W.G.M. First results from Version 7 TRMM 3B43 precipitation product in combination
with a new downscaling—calibration procedure. Remote Sens. Environ. 2013, 131, 1-13. [CrossRef]

Alemu, M.L.; Geset, M.; Mosa, H.M.; Zemale, EA.; Moges, M.A.; Giri, S.K,; Tillahun, S.A.; Melesse, A.M.;
Ayana, E.K.; Steenhuis, T.S. Spatial and temporal trends of recent dissolved phosphorus concentrations
in Lake Tana and its four main tributaries. Land Degrad. Dev. 2017, 28, 1742-1751. [CrossRef]


http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hyp.7284
http://dx.doi.org/10.2174/1874378100802010049
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/17445647.2013.801000
http://dx.doi.org/10.22146/jag.7204
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0304-3770(81)90002-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0956-053X(96)00012-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.4314/jasem.v14i2.57834
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02693799508902036
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.progress.2003.09.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2389.1989.tb01290.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2389.1992.tb00129.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0016-7061(97)00017-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jag.2006.01.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00878395
http://dx.doi.org/10.1100/tsw.2001.72
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12806078
http://dx.doi.org/10.1023/A:1002958727707
http://dx.doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2427.1997.00202.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00006481
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rse.2012.12.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ldr.2705

Water 2019, 11, 1921 17 of 17

67. Kebede, S.; Travi, Y.; Alemayehu, T.; Marc, V. Water balance of Lake Tana and its sensitivity to fluctuations
in rainfall, Blue Nile basin, Ethiopia. J. Hydrol. 2006, 316, 233-247. [CrossRef]

68. Abate, M.; Nyssen, |.; Steenhuis, T.S.; Moges, M.M.; Tilahun, S.A.; Enku, T.; Adgo, E. Morphological changes
of Gumara River channel over 50 years, upper Blue Nile basin, Ethiopia. J. Hydrol. 2015, 525, 152-164.
[CrossRef]

69. Wilson, J.R.; Ajuonu, O.; Center, T.D.; Hill, M.P,; Julien, M.H.; Katagira, FF.; Neuenschwander, P; Njoka, S.W.;
Ogwang, J.; Reeder, R.H.; et al. The decline of water hyacinth on Lake Victoria was due to biological control
by Neochetina spp. Aquat. Bot. 2007, 87, 90-93. [CrossRef]

® © 2019 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
@ article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution

(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jhydrol.2005.05.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jhydrol.2015.03.044
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aquabot.2006.06.006
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Study Area 
	Dataset 
	Methods 
	Interpolation 
	The Threshold Value of the Major Factors 
	Multicriteria Analysis 
	Fuzzy Overlay 


	Results and Discussion 
	Threshold Water Quality Parameters 
	Hotspot Area Prediction of Water Hyacinth Area Using MCDA 

	Conclusions 
	References

