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Abstract: The paper presents the generalized empirical model of the aerosol optical characteristics
in the lower 5-km layer of the atmosphere of West Siberia. The model is based on the data of
long-term airborne sensing of the vertical profiles of the angular scattering coefficient, aerosol
disperse composition, as well as the content of absorbing particles. The model provides for retrieval
of the aerosol optical characteristics in visible and near IR wavelength ranges (complex refractive
index, scattering and absorption coefficients, optical depth, single scattering albedo, and asymmetry
factor of the scattering phase function). The main attention in the presented version of the model
is given to two aspects: The study of the effect of the size spectrum of the absorbing substance in
the composition of aerosol particles on radiative-relevant parameters (the single scattering albedo
(SSA) and the asymmetry factor (AF)) and the consideration of different algorithms for taking into
account the relative humidity of air. The ranges of uncertainty of SSA and AF at variations in the
modal radius of the absorbing fraction at different altitudes in the troposphere are estimated.

Keywords: atmosphere; aerosol; model; single scattering albedo; asymmetry factor

1. Introduction

Atmospheric aerosol is an inherent component of the atmosphere and plays an essential role in the
formation of its optical properties. At present, a large amount of data is available on aerosol optical and
microphysical characteristics and principal processes of aerosol generation and transformation in all the
altitude ranges where the presence of particles can affect the optical properties of the atmosphere [1–4].

The lower troposphere (i.e., the altitude range up to 5 km), where more than 80% of particles
are concentrated, is the most complex subject for study. It is the altitude range where the majority
of sources of particles, aerosol-producing vapors, and the main processes determining aerosol sinks
occur. The lower troposphere is characterized by the strongest spatiotemporal variability of almost all
parameters because of complex geophysical, synoptic, and meteorological factors. According to the
International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the current lowest level of scientific understanding in
estimates of radiative forcing of different atmospheric constituents is assigned to aerosols [4,5].

Improvement of radiative and chemical transport models of the cloudless atmosphere depends to
a large extent on correctly setting the scattering and absorbing properties of atmospheric aerosol [6–13].
However, obtaining accurate quantitative information on the aerosol parameters is very difficult, due to
its strong spatial–temporal variations and the great variety of the particles’ chemical composition [14].
The modern development of climatic models requires an appropriate level of knowledge about the
radiative-relevant optical characteristics, such as the aerosol optical depth, the single scattering albedo,
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and the asymmetry factor of the scattering phase function. The most important aspect is the relationship
between the scattering and absorbing properties of the aerosol [15].

This paper presents the results of modeling the radiative-relevant characteristics of an aerosol
containing black carbon (single scattering albedo and asymmetry factor of the scattering phase
function). Single scattering albedo is one of the principal parameters determining the aerosol radiative
effects. It is the parameter that causes the role of the aerosol in the atmosphere as either a cooling
or heating factor. Its magnitude strongly depends not only on the mass ratio of the absorbing and
non-absorbing aerosol substance, but also on how and in what size range the absorbing substance is
concentrated inside the submicron fraction of particles, which in turn determines the aerosol radiative
forcing in the visible wavelength range. Another important parameter is the asymmetry factor of
the scattering phase function, which, on average, characterizes the direction of propagation of the
scattered radiation [16–18].

In previous versions of this model [18–21], we simulated the vertical profile of the aerosol
scattering coefficient on the basis of its near-ground value. The algorithm of retrieval of the vertical
profile of the scattering coefficient was developed taking into account season, type of air mass, time
of day, and aerosol optical depth [18]. At the next stage, other optical parameters of the aerosol
were retrieved, considering the particle size distribution function at several altitudes [19]. In the
most recent version, we introduced the aerosol absorbing properties into the model [22], though the
dependence of absorption on the particle size was not taken into account. The main purpose of the
present paper is the further development of the model, namely an estimation of the sensitivity of the
aerosol radiative-relevant characteristics to the size distribution of the absorbing substance inside the
aerosol particles.

2. Construction of the Empirical Model

2.1. Experimental Data

The model of the optical and microphysical characteristics of the aerosol for the troposphere over
West Siberia was created using the statistically ensured experimental dataset obtained over a long-term
period of routine aircraft measurements [23].

In order to study the aerosol optical characteristics, we have developed an airborne nephelometric
setup based on the Photoelectric Aerosol Nephelometer (PHAN), which is capable of measuring the
coefficient of directed light scattering at an angle of 45◦ and at three visible wavelengths (0.41, 0.52,
and 0.63 µm) [24]. To study the role of geophysical factors, only the data obtained at λ = 0.52 µm
are analyzed in this paper. Meteorological parameters of the atmosphere (temperature and relative
humidity) were measured simultaneously during all the flights.

The nephelometer was installed inside an aircraft. This creates no limits to the work at daytime.
The main advantage of this arrangement over airborne nephelometers with an open working volume is
the possibility of a direct action on aerosol. This makes it possible to increase the information capacity
of the experiment by studying the effect of meteorological parameters on aerosol optical properties.

However, when working with a close scattering volume, it is necessary to avoid distortions at air
sampling. Possible changes of the particles’ number density when moving along the collection path are
connected firstly with their diffusion and sedimentation on the walls, and secondly with the inertial
settling on the wall bends that are not completely avoided in the construction of the air transport path.
Estimates made according to Reference [25] show that the loss of particles of submicron size did not
exceed 1%. The loss of particles with the size d ≥ 10 µm can reach several tens of percent. Therefore,
the applied air-sampling path enabled us to perform correct measurements of, mainly, accumulative
fraction of particles.

For the arrangement of the measurement setup inside the aircraft aerosol, drying is unavoidable in
the air transport path due to the difference between air temperature outside and inside the aircraft (this
difference was decreased by heat–isolation). Additionally, a lamp in the immediate working volume



Atmosphere 2018, 9, 414 3 of 17

additionally heated the nephelometer chamber. In the majority of events, the difference between
temperature inside the working volume and out of the aircraft exceeded 25 ◦C. Therefore, almost all
measurements were carried out at low values of relative humidity, and, in first approximation, one can
assume that the properties of “dry” particles were studied.

Hygrograms (the dependencies of scattering coefficient on relative humidity RH at artificial
moistening up to RH ~90%) were recorded during each flight at different altitudes. The meteorological
parameters (temperature and relative humidity) of air outside the aircraft and in the immediate
scattering volume were recorded simultaneously with nephelometric measurements. Knowing the
dependence of the optical signal on relative humidity enabled us to more correctly estimate the value
of the scattering coefficient of “dry” particles. The same dependence was used for reconstructing the
true values of the scattering coefficient in situ.

To calibrate the nephelometer, we developed a technique based on recording the scattering
coefficients of clear air at different altitudes (i.e., at different values of air pressure). The calibration
procedure is described in detail in Reference [24]. First, the air was blown through a purification
system that almost completely trapped the aerosol particles, and then its scattering coefficient was
measured. These measurement data enabled us to consider the signal due to molecular scattering
as a function of ambient air pressure P and then to calibrate the instrument’s scale in units of the
molecular scattering coefficient as well as to estimate the level of the background produced within the
nephelometer chamber. To provide better accuracy and reliability for this technique, we also calibrated
the instrument by the molecular scattering of pure gases under laboratory conditions. The gases He, N2,
CO2, Ar, Kr, and Xe, whose scattering coefficients are known, were used as working substances. Thus,
the scale of the device was calibrated in absolute units and the nephelometric chamber background
was determined. The sensitivity of determining the aerosol scattering coefficient was ~10–15% of the
molecular scattering at a given altitude.

Measurements are ongoing, so in this version of the model we used the data obtained in 2009–2016
(Figure 1). The flights were carried out during daytime under conditions of stably cloudless and mostly
cloudless weather. Such choice of weather conditions enables the assumption that the dataset formed
from these measurements may characterize the certain background state of aerosol weather in the
region that is of special interest for assessing the aerosol radiative effect. The model was developed and
tested to evaluate the radiation effects of the aerosol in a cloudless atmosphere [22] and in conditions
of enhanced turbidity of the atmosphere caused by wildfire smokes [26,27].

The mean values of the angular scattering coefficient at the wavelength λ = 0.51 µm of dry
submicron fraction µ (45◦) and mass concentration of absorbing matter (black carbon) MBC obtained
from the aircraft sounding data were used as the input parameters of the model. Figure 1 demonstrates
the distributions of the values of µ (45◦) and MBC for winter and summer (minimum, maximum,
and mean values, as well the values at 25% and 75% of the total number of realizations) and the
number of profiles included in the arrays.
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Figure 1. Distributions of the angular scattering coefficient (a,b) and mass concentration of absorbing 
substance (black carbon) (c,d) at different altitudes in summer (a,c) and winter (b,d). 
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A and B for winter and summer are presented in Table 1. 
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Figure 1. Distributions of the angular scattering coefficient (a,b) and mass concentration of absorbing
substance (black carbon) (c,d) at different altitudes in summer (a,c) and winter (b,d).

2.2. Modeling of the Aerosol Size Distribution and Complex Refractive Index

The aerosol size distribution function at each altitude—0, 0.5, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 km—was modeled
as a sum of two lognormal functions (the submicron fraction A and the coarse fraction B) with the
use of an empirical microstructure model [19,22]. The parameters of the fractions (median radius ri,
half-width of the distribution νi, and the volume concentration of fraction Vi, i = 1,2) were selected such
that the Mie-calculated angular scattering coefficient of the dry submicron fraction µ0 (45◦, λ = 0.51 µm)
coincided with the seasonal mean value [23] at a given altitude. Non-absorbing aerosol particles were
assumed with the real part of the refractive index naer = 1.5 Parameters of the fractions A and B for
winter and summer are presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Parameters of lognormal distributions of the submicron (A) and coarse (B) fractions.

Winter

Fraction A

H (km) rA νA VA × 1012 n χ

0 0.093 0.8 16.8274 1.5 0
0.5 0.093 0.8 3.8644 1.5 0
1 0.093 0.8 2.0938 1.5 0
2 0.093 0.8 1.0645 1.5 0
3 0.093 0.8 0.6574 1.5 0
4 0.093 0.8 0.5487 1.5 0
5 0.093 0.8 0.5357 1.5 0

Fraction B

H (km) rB νB VB × 1012 n χ

0 3.63 0.75 20.0553 1.503 0.00685
0.5 1.774 0.75 1.8454 1.503 0.0086
1 1.778 0.75 1.217 1.5015 0.0038
2 1.786 0.75 0.8809 1.501 0.003
3 1.794 0.75 0.6175 1.502 0.0042
4 1.802 0.75 0.5154 1.502 0.0044
5 1.81 0.75 0.5032 1.502 0.0042
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Table 1. Cont.

Summer

Fraction A

H (km) rA νA VA × 1012 n χ

0 0.099 0.8 9.0096 1.5 0
0.5 0.078 0.8 9.43 1.5 0
1 0.078 0.8 7.66 1.5 0
2 0.078 0.8 3.22 1.5 0
3 0.078 0.8 1.608 1.5 0
4 0.078 0.8 1.11 1.5 0
5 0.078 0.8 0.932 1.5 0

Fraction B

H (km) rB νB VB × 1012 n χ

0 2.078 0.65 5.8215 1.5011 0.00266
0.5 1.803 0.65 7.9639 1.5004 0.000937
1 1.797 0.65 6.2687 1.5004 0.001
2 1.784 0.65 2.4649 1.5007 0.00164
3 1.771 0.65 1.1961 1.5007 0.00163
4 1.758 0.65 0.7304 1.5010 0.00237
5 1.745 0.65 0.5625 1.5011 0.0027

Most problems with the microphysical approach are associated with the determination of the
complex refractive index of particles for different size ranges. As a rule, optical constants of substance
are retrieved from the chemical composition measurements. However, relying only upon observations
of the chemical composition of atmospheric aerosol particles makes it almost impossible to take into
account, a priori, the contribution of non-recorded small concentrations of chemical elements and
their compounds to the real (n) and imaginary (χ) parts of the refractive index. It should be stressed
that considerable non-controlled errors may be a consequence of the neglect of the contribution from
chemical elements having large values of n and χ (such as metals). Moreover, the contribution of
organic compounds to the atmospheric aerosol is still poorly understood. However, most atmospheric
aerosol constituents have a refractive index close to 1.5 [28]. A different refractive index of aerosol
particles is introduced in summer and winter, considering different mass concentration of black carbon
in the aerosol composition.

In the previous version of the model, the absorbing matter was considered in the form of an
internal mixture and, according to the empirical data obtained at that time, 90% of mass MBC was
included into fraction A, and 10% to fraction B [22]. The computation of optical constants of particles
in each of them was carried out by assuming that black carbon is uniformly distributed in the whole
fraction volume. However, our preliminary estimates of the single scattering albedo carried out under
different assumptions of the absorbing matter size distribution showed that the aerosol absorbing
properties strongly depend on the form of existence of the absorbing substance as a separate fraction
or as an internal admixture in the composition of the submicron fraction of aerosol particles [29]. Based
on these results, the authors of the present paper introduced the concept of “absorbing” subfraction C.
Absorbing matter is considered uniformly distributed within the particle volume (“living alone” in the
atmosphere subfraction C does not exist; it was separated only for the sake of clearer perception and
simplification of the scheme for computation of optical constants of the absorbing particles).

Figure 2 shows a schematic presentation of the absorbing matter distribution within the total
distribution of aerosol particles.
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Figure 2. Schematic presentation of absorbing matter distribution within the total distribution of
aerosol particles.

Parameters of the fraction C were set based on measurements of the absorbing matter size
distribution. The problem of determining the size spectrum of the absorbing substance is the focus
of various research groups [29–41]. Round-the-clock monitoring measurements using a diffusion
spectrometer of absorbing matter [42,43] started at the aerosol monitoring station of the Institute of
Atmospheric Optics of the Siberian Branch of Russian Academy of Sciences (IAO SB RAS) [44] at the
end of 2013. The spectrometer provides a measurement of the absorbing matter mass concentration
distribution in the size range of 10–1000 nm [45]. The method is based on a combination of a particle
selector (an 8-section diffusion battery of grid type) and a Multiwavelength Diffusion Aethalometer
(MDA) [46] developed at IAO SB RAS to measure the concentration of absorbing matter on each
section of the diffusion battery. The size distribution is determined from the solution of the inverse
problem in the form of a unimodal lognormal function. Figure 3 illustrates the measured monthly
average size distributions of the absorbing matter in 2016 (Figure 3a) and the temporal variability of
its median diameter from 2014–2016 (Figure 3b).
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It can be seen from Figure 3 that the peculiarities of the temporal dynamics in the median
diameter of the absorbing substance are the same for each year of observation. Usually, it is
characterized by a maximum in winter and a minimum in summer. To estimate the range of possible
variations of the median radius of the distribution and, hence, variations of the optical characteristics,
we used the mean values of the median radius for winter and summer for our computations and
the maximum and minimum radius values were estimated as the mean radius ± root-mean-square
deviation. Thus, the following values of the median radius were taken: Summer—r = 0.04, 0.08,
and 0.17 µm, and winter—r = 0.046, 0.095, and 0.19 µm. For the half-width of the distribution, its mean
value s (ln r) = 0.6 was used.

The complex refractive index for dry particles was computed following the volume mixture rule:

nk = (nk × Vk + nBC × VBC,k)/(Vk + VBC,k), χk = χBC,k × VBC,k/(Vk + VBC,k) (1)

where nk and χk are the real and imaginary parts of the refractive index of dry non-absorbing particles
of the kth fraction (m = 1.5 − 0 × i); nBC,k and χBC,k are the real and imaginary parts of the refractive
index of black carbon (m = 1.8 − 0.74 × i), respectively; Vk is the volume of particles of the kth fraction;
VBC,k is the volume of black carbon in the kth fraction [28].

2.3. Relative Humidity in the Model

We then recalculated the refractive index of the dry aerosol in accordance with the seasonal mean
relative humidity RH at different altitudes that were obtained during aircraft sensing [19].

Relative humidity of air is one of the main parameters causing variations in the optical and
microphysical characteristics of an atmospheric aerosol [45,46]. The hygroscopicity of particles and
their ability to serve as condensation nuclei make a great contribution to the radiative characteristics
of the earth–atmosphere system. Therefore, when constructing models of the aerosol optical and
radiative characteristics, it is necessary to correctly take into account the transformation of the optical
properties of particles under the effect of the relative humidity of the air.

Previously, the increase in submicron fraction volume along with air humidity variations was
computed from a formula derived taking into account the data of aircraft measurements concerning
the dependence of the angular scattering coefficient µ (45◦) on the relative air humidity RH and the
parameter of condensation activity γ:

µwet (z) = µ0(z) × (1 − RH(z))−γ(z) (2)
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where µ0 is the scattering coefficient for zero relative humidity, RH(z) is the seasonal mean relative
humidity at altitude z, and γ(z) is the seasonal mean parameter of the condensation activity at the
corresponding altitude.

The γ values at different altitudes, except those near the ground (z = 0), are one of the input
parameters of the empirical model; they were obtained from the period of aircraft measurements in
1986–1988 [19]. The seasonal average data of multiyear measurements in Tomsk were taken as the
near-ground γ value [45]. In the summer period, the parameter of the condensation activity was
γ = 0.3 at z = 0 and γ = 0.5 at all the other altitudes; in winter, it was γ = 0.4 at z = 0 and γ = 0.5 at all
the other altitudes.

The principal parameter here is the seasonal mean value of the parameter of condensation activity
γ for the scattering coefficient at an angle of 45◦ and a wavelength of 0.51 µm [45]. However, theoretical
and experimental research of various authors [46–51], including our study in this field of research [52],
shows undoubted dependence of the aerosol hygroscopic properties on the particle size. On the other
hand, the aerosol model for radiative calculations should be relatively simple and contain a small
number of input parameters.

Therefore, in order to correctly take into account the relative humidity of air in our model
calculations, we decided to compare the results of our measurements with A.G. Laktionov’s
approach [48]. He suggested a semi-empiric theory of equilibrium growth of atmospheric aerosol
particles. The equilibrium radius of particle rRH at an air relative humidity RH is related to the radius
of dry particle r0 by the following relationship:

rRH = r0 · (1 − B
Ev

ln RH
)

1/3
(3)

where B = 1.13 − 0.422·RH for the continental III aerosol type. The value EV is determined as the
ratio of the volume of the water-soluble particles to the volume of all dry particles. To describe the
function Ev(r), it was proposed to use the single-mode lognormal distribution of the form [48]:

Ev = A · exp(−0.5 × [
ln(r/xc)

s
]
2

) (4)

The choice of parameters of this function was carried out by fitting the calculations based on Mie
theory and through comparison with experimental data on the degree of linear polarization of the
scattered light at an angle of 90◦ [53]: xc = 0.32 µm; A = 0.4; s = 0.6. However, further experimental
investigations showed that the parameter xc (the position of the maximum of Ev on the size scale) can
vary for different atmospheric conditions within the limits xc = 0.1–0.4 µm. Therefore, two sets of the
parameters of Equation (4) were selected for calculations:

(1) xc = 0.32 µm; A = 0.4; s = 0.6;

(2) xc = 0.15 µm; A = 0.2; s = 0.6.

Next, the scattering and extinction coefficients in the visible wavelength range were calculated
using Mie formulas for the obtained distributions. Calculations were carried out considering the
average seasonal value of relative humidity at all altitudes (Table 2). The refractive index of the wet
aerosol fraction was determined using the volume mixture rule under the assumption that, during
wetting, the volume of particles increases due to water uptake alone:

nwet = (ndry × Vdry + nwater × (Vwet − Vdry)/Vwet, χwet = χdry × Vdry/Vwet, (5)

where the refractive index of water nwater = 1.33.
The values of relative humidity at different altitudes, as well as the resulting refractive indices of

all fractions, are presented in Table 2.
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Table 2. Relative humidity and refractive indices of fraction at different altitudes in winter and summer.

Summer

Altitude (km) RH (%)
Fraction A Fraction B

Fraction C

rBC = 0.04 µm rBC = 0.08 µm rBC = 0.17 µm

n χ n χ n χ n χ n χ

0 72 1.451 0 1.501 0.0027 1.526 0.088 1.468 0.017 1.439 0.021

0.5 70 1.435 0 1.500 0.00094 1.488 0.015 1.439 0.006 1.409 0.012

1 75 1.425 0 1.50 0.001 1.484 0.019 1.429 0.006 1.400 0.011

2 71 1.433 0 1.50 0.0016 1.493 0.029 1.439 0.009 1.410 0.019

3 69 1.437 0 1.50 0.016 1.494 0.029 1.443 0.009 1.414 0.019

4 62 1.447 0 1.50 0.024 1.501 0.038 1.454 0.013 1.428 0.028

5 53 1.457 0 1.501 0.027 1.506 0.041 1.465 0.015 1.441 0.033

Winter

Altitude (km) RH (%)
Fraction A Fraction B

Fraction C

rBC = 0.046 µm rBC = 0.095 µm rBC = 0.19 µm

n χ n χ n χ n χ n χ

0 84 1.413 0 1.503 0.0068 1.5413 0.1884 1.4304 0.0470 1.51 0.163

0.5 78 1.411 0 1.503 0.0086 1.5012 0.0935 1.4183 0.0229 1.4010 0.0321

1 72 1.424 0 1.501 0.0038 1.4936 0.0534 1.4283 0.0144 1.4102 0.0269

2 62 1.439 0 1.501 0.003 1.5065 0.0645 1.4467 0.0193 1.4296 0.0368

3 61 1.441 0 1.502 0.0042 1.5224 0.1023 1.4528 0.0309 1.4398 0.0589

4 60 1.442 0 1.502 0.0044 1.5245 0.1059 1.4546 0.0322 1.4423 0.0617

5 50 1.453 0 1.502 0.0042 1.5287 0.1053 1.4665 0.0342 1.4566 0.0674

To verify the calculations, the optical characteristics obtained were compared with the results of
field measurements. The data on the aerosol extinction coefficient derived from the measurements of
the spectral transparency of the atmosphere on a 1 km long near-ground horizontal path were used as
a reference [54].

Figure 4 shows the spectral dependences of the near-ground aerosol extinction coefficients
calculated using different algorithms for accounting for the relative humidity in comparison with
the average experimental data for July of different years. The array of 2012 consists only of the data
obtained when one can assume the smoke of the vast wildfires observed in the region that year to
be absent.
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One should not expect an exact agreement between the absolute values of the extinction
coefficients calculated for some “long-term average image” of the aerosol with the experimental
values for the specific year of measurements. However, it is seen in Figure 4 that selectivity of the
spectral dependence of the extinction coefficient in 2013 and 2014 were practically the same. The data
from 2012 show different spectral behavior, because, in spite of removal of the days with smoke in the
region from consideration, the residual effect of smoke is still observed. Regarding the selectivity of
the spectral behavior, the variant of taking into account relative humidity using Equation (4) with the
parameters xc = 0.32 µm and s = 0.6 is the closest to the experimental data.

Parameter A in Equation (4) was selected so that the parameter of condensation activity γ

(Equation (2)) coincides with the experimental seasonal mean values at each altitude [19].
To verify the model, the spectral aerosol optical depth (AOD) was computed using the retrieved

values of the extinction coefficient in the altitude range of 0–5 km. The obtained data were compared
with the results of sun-photometer measurements in Tomsk from 1995–2013 [55–58] (Figure 5). It is
clear that the spectral variations of AOD in the background model and average long-term data of the
sun-photometer measurements are in good agreement: The Angstrom exponent in summer is equal to
approximately 1.4 in both cases. In winter, the values of AOD measured by the sun photometer are
greater than those computed from the extinction vertical profile retrieved using the presented model.
This can be explained by the fact that airborne sounding was carried out under background conditions,
but the photometer was arranged in the suburbs of the city of Tomsk, and, on some occasions, an urban
pollution cup was found in the field of view of the photometer [57]. One should note that the spectral
behavior of the aerosol optical depth obtained using the described model in the case of mean median
radius of the size distribution of the absorbing substance is in best agreement with the spectral behavior
of AOD measured by the sun photometer.
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Thus, the characteristics retrieved in the empirical model framework provide an adequate
description of the aerosol optical characteristics under average background conditions of atmosphere.

3. Results

At the final stage, the single scattering albedo and the asymmetry factor of the scattering phase
function were computed using the scattering and extinction coefficients at each altitude retrieved
using the present model. Figure 6 shows the single scattering albedo (SSA) at different wavelengths
for different median radii of the size distribution of the absorbing substance in summer and winter,
and Figure 7 presents analogous data on the asymmetry factor of the scattering phase function. Black
vertical lines show the columnar mean values of the single scattering albedo and the asymmetry factor
obtained from the data measured at the Tomsk AERONET site in summer, averaged over the period
2002–2017 [59]. Unfortunately, there are very few data for winter, so we do not present the comparison
for this season.
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Figure 7. Vertical profiles of the asymmetry factor in summer and winter at different wavelengths at 
different median radii of the absorbing substance size distribution. 

Figure 6. Vertical profiles of the single scattering albedo in summer and winter at different wavelengths
at different median radii of the absorbing substance size distribution.
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It is seen that in both seasons, the lowest values of SSA are observed in the case of the maximum
median radius of the absorbing substance and the highest SSA values are at the minimum median
radius rBC. The minimum of the SSA in winter is observed near the ground, because of the highest
values of the mass concentration of the absorbing substance in this layer. The range of variations of
the SSA in winter is greater than in summer. Furthermore, the range of variations of SSA is greater at
altitudes above 1 km than in the near-ground atmospheric layer.

The asymmetry factor of the scattering phase function is greater at the maximum median radius
of the absorbing substance size distribution. Its range of variations in winter is widest in winter near
the ground (altitude z = 0), it then becomes narrower, and at altitudes above 1 km it widens again.

4. Conclusions

Summarizing the material presented, a generalized empirical model of the optical characteristics
of an aerosol for the lower 5-km layer of the atmosphere of Western Siberia is presented schematically
here. It is based on data of long-term aircraft sounding of vertical profiles of directional scattering
coefficients, disperse composition of atmospheric aerosol, and the mass concentration of absorbing
particles and their size distribution. It should be emphasized that the results given in this paper
refer to the average values of the measured and retrieved characteristics for each of the seasons.
Clearly, the mean seasonal profiles, averaged for the entire variety of synoptic situations, can hardly be
applied to detailed radiation estimates. At this stage of constructing the model, we revealed that the
size dependence of the hygroscopic properties of aerosol particles should be considered in radiative
computations, as well as the size distribution of the absorbing substance.

Thus, the size distribution of the absorbing substance was considered in computations of
the aerosol optical scattering and extinction to estimate the possible range of variations of the
radiative-relevant characteristics (the single scattering albedo and the asymmetry factor). Therefore,
the variations in the single scattering albedo are around 5% at all altitudes, and variations in the
asymmetry factor are around 10%.
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