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Abstract: An improved understanding of the environmental factors influencing tropical cyclones
(TCs) is vital to enhance the accuracy of forecasting TC intensity. More than half of TCs that were
substantially affected by environmental factors were predominantly affected by low-level environ-
mental relative vorticity (hereafter, VOR TCs). In this study, the seasonal variation and related
physical features of VOR TCs from 2003–2017 during TC seasons in summer and autumn over the
western North Pacific were analyzed. Autumn VOR TCs exhibited the strongest intensity among
all TCs over the western North Pacific. The enhanced environmental relative vorticity during the
TC intensification period was larger and more favorably distributed for VOR TC development in
autumn. The vorticity diagnostic analysis showed that the convergence was the positive source of
environmental relative vorticity of VOR TCs, while the contribution of convergence was larger in
autumn than in summer. The increased convergence was related to seasonal variation in larger-scale
systems, especially the higher environmental pressure gradient, which reflected the larger subtropical
high and the compressed East Asian summer monsoon trough in autumn. In addition, the East Asian
summer monsoon trough was also somewhat stronger during the intensification period of VOR TCs,
especially in autumn.

Keywords: tropical cyclone; intensification; environmental relative vorticity; seasonal variations

1. Introduction

Tropical cyclones (TCs), which develop over warm tropical oceans, are one of the
most serious natural disasters, especially for coastal regions in the western North Pacific
(e.g., Japan, Korea, China, and the Philippines) [1–3]. Forecasting skills for TC intensity
have remained largely static in recent decades, e.g., [4,5]. This is a result of incomplete
comprehension of the physical features of TC intensification. A TC is a complex system, the
intensity of which is affected by various internal and environmental factors that interact
with underlying physical processes on various scales [6–8]. Increasing the understanding
of the environmental factors affecting TCs is one of the most effective ways to improve the
ability to forecast TC intensity. According to previous studies, the following environmental
factors are considered favorable for TC intensification: small vertical wind shear [9,10],
high low-level vorticity [9,11], high upper-level divergence [12,13], high sea surface tem-
perature [14,15], high water vapor content of the troposphere [16,17], and large amounts of
convective available potential energy [18,19].

Building on these previous studies, Wu et al. [20] (hereafter, WU20) quantified the
contributions of different environmental factors to 181 TCs that were active over the
western North Pacific during July–October of 2003–2017 for the entire intensification
period. The estimation was based on the stepwise multiple regression method, which
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is effective for solving collinearity problems (detailed in Text S1) [21,22]. Environmental
factors considered in the estimation included vertical wind shear, low-level relative vorticity,
upper-level divergence, sea surface temperature, water vapor content of the troposphere,
and convective available potential energy. The estimation results showed that over 70% of
the TCs studied were substantially affected by the different environmental factors listed
above (hereafter, Environmental TCs). The definition of Environmental TCs is also detailed
in Text S2. Moreover, over half of the Environmental TCs were affected predominantly by
low-level environmental relative vorticity (hereafter, VOR TCs), while only approximately
4% of the Environmental TCs were affected predominantly by sea surface temperature.
This result is largely consistent with the findings of Chan [23], who reported that TCs over
the western North Pacific are generally affected by dynamic factors, whereas TCs over the
Atlantic are primarily affected by thermodynamic factors. Thus, low-level relative vorticity
is considered the primary environmental factor influencing TC intensification over the
western North Pacific during the analysis period. In addition, the intensity of VOR TCs
was stronger than that of other Environmental TCs, which was in turn stronger than that of
TCs unaffected by the selected environmental factors.

Seasonal variation in TCs is governed mainly by large-scale atmospheric or oceanic sys-
tems and is one of the major features of TCs (especially regarding their occurrence frequency
and intensity); it has attracted considerable research attention in recent years, e.g., [24–26].
For TCs over the western North Pacific, the relevant major large-scale atmospheric systems
are the subtropical high and the East Asian summer monsoon trough [10,27]. The East
Asian summer monsoon exhibits marked seasonal variation, systematically extending
northward in summer and retreating southward in autumn [28,29]. As reported in WU20,
low-level divergence and convergence represent the vorticity source for VOR TCs over
the western North Pacific and are primarily related to the subtropical high and East Asian
summer monsoon trough, respectively. Thus, seasonal variations in VOR TCs during
summer and autumn are deserving of further detailed analysis.

Following WU20, the present study analyzed the seasonal (summer–autumn) variation
in VOR TCs and associated their physical features using the vorticity equation. The
remainder of this paper is organized as follows: Section 2 introduces the data and methods
used, including the physical terms of the vorticity equation. Section 3 describes the results
derived from the analysis, including the contributions of different physical terms to the
environmental vorticity, as well as related large-scale features and their seasonal variation.
Section 4 includes a discussion and recommends directions for future work based on
the analysis results. Finally, a summary of the study and its conclusions are presented
in Section 5.

2. Materials and Methods

Based on WU20, 68 VOR TCs were analyzed during summer (July–August) and
autumn (September–October) over a 15-year period (2003–2017). The names and duration
of intensification stage for each VOR TC are listed in Table S1. The definition of VOR TC
is detailed in Text S2. The European Center for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts ERA-
Interim daily dataset, with a horizontal resolution of 1◦ × 1◦ and 37 vertical levels [30], was
used for the analysis, along with the 6-hourly TC best-track data provided by the Shanghai
Typhoon Institute of China Meteorological Administration [31]. The TC intensification
period was defined as the point when the minimum central pressure of a TC decreased with
time, based on the best-track data. The TC analysis intensification period generally extends
from the initiation of the TC to the time of its maximum intensity. The smaller-scale features
of each TC were removed according to the filtering method of Kurihara et al. [32,33], and
only the large-scale environmental fields were preserved for analysis.

For the vorticity diagnostic analysis, we focused primarily on the annular region
from 2◦–8◦ to the center of the TC, which previous studies have identified as the area
constituting a reasonable environmental field for most dynamic and thermodynamic
variables (e.g., [34,35]), and the eyewall size in most of the studied TCs generally did
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not exceed 200 km. Therefore, the filtered variables within the annular region of 2◦–8◦ from
the TC center were analyzed using the vorticity equation, which can be expressed in terms
of P-coordinates by ignoring friction as follows:
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represents the tilt term (TT); and finally, Res. represents the

residual associated with other processes that primarily include the higher nonlinear terms.
In the following sections, the differences between VOR TCs and Environmental TCs are
analyzed. These differences are referenced as ∆HAT, ∆VAT, ∆GVT, ∆VDT ∆CDT, ∆TT, and
∆Res. for HAT, VAT, GVT, VDT CDT, TT, and Res., respectively. The abbreviations defined
above are also listed in Appendix A.

3. Results
3.1. Seasonal Variation in Analysis Results Based on the Vorticity Equation

The autumn VOR TCs had the strongest intensity over the western North Pacific of all
the TCs studied during the analysis period. Figure 1 shows the seasonal variation present
in the intensities of different TCs, represented by the average minimum sea level pressure.
VOR TCs were stronger (~5.27 hPa deeper) than Environmental TCs, which were in turn
stronger (~15.70 hPa deeper) than the TCs unaffected by environmental factors. All autumn
TCs were stronger than summer TCs, and the autumn VOR TCs were approximately
6.52 hPa deeper than summer VOR TCs. The proportion of VOR TCs in autumn was also
higher than in summer (Figure 2). Overall, 36 (~59%) of the 61 Environmental TCs that
occurred in autumn were VOR TCs; this proportion is approximately 12% larger than that
in summer.
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Figure 2. Proportions of VOR TCs (blue) and other Environmental TCs (white) to all Environmental
TCs: (a) TCs in summer (July–August) and (b) TCs in autumn (September–October) from 2003–2017.

The distribution of enhanced environmental relative vorticity during the TC intensifica-
tion period was more favorable for the development of VOR TCs in autumn than in summer
(Figure 3). The enhanced environmental relative vorticity during the TC intensification
period can be estimated by subtracting the values of environmental relative vorticity when
TC began to intensify from the values of environmental relative vorticity when TC reached
its maximum intensity. The mean value of enhanced environmental relative vorticity at
850 hPa within the 8◦ area of the VOR TCs was 5.66 × 10−6 s−1 in autumn, larger than that
in summer (5.26 × 10−6 s−1). Generally, the center of the enhanced environmental relative
vorticity was closer to the center of the TC in autumn, whereas it was approximately 1◦

south and 2◦ west of the TC center in summer. The distribution of the environmental rela-
tive vorticity was also more homogeneous in autumn than in summer. In autumn, the mean
value of the southern part (7.91 × 10−6 s−1) was approximately twice that of the northern
region (3.41 × 10−6 s−1). In summer, the mean value of the southern part (8.51 × 10−6 s−1)
was approximately four times that of the northern part (2.0 × 10−6 s−1), and the values in
the southwestern part were also obviously larger than those in the southeastern part. The
enhanced environmental relative vorticity during the VOR TC intensification period was
larger than that of all Environmental TCs (including VOR TCs); additionally, the difference
between them was larger in autumn (2.39 × 10−6 s−1) than in summer (2.08 × 10−6 s−1)
(Figure 4). The largest difference occurred in the southwestern (southern) part of TC in
summer (autumn). The fact that the enhanced environmental relative vorticity during the
VOR TC intensification period was larger in autumn than in summer is attributable to the
combined effect of the subtropical high and East Asian summer monsoon trough, which is
discussed further in Section 3.2.
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Figure 3. Average enhanced environmental relative vorticity (shading; unit: 10−6 s−1) and enhanced
environmental wind vectors (unit: m s−1) at 850 hPa, during intensification stage of VOR TCs, of the
area of approximately 8◦ longitude/latitude around the TC center. Zero coordinates (0, 0) indicate
the location of the TC center. Here, smaller-scale features of variables related to the TC structure were
removed based on the filtering method of Kurihara et al. [32,33]: (a) TCs in summer (July–August),
(b) TCs in autumn (September–October), and (c) differences between summer and autumn. Dots in
(c) indicate areas of >90% confidence level according to the Student’s t-test.

3.2. Seasonal Variation in Analysis Results Based on the Vorticity Equation

Based on the vorticity diagnosis analysis for the fields at 850 hPa in the annular region
of 2◦–8◦ from the center of the VOR TCs using Equation (1), the environmental relative vor-
ticity was found to be more favorable in autumn than in summer for VOR TC development
(Figure 5a). The mean environmental vorticity tendency ( ∂ζ

∂t ) in autumn (2.38 × 10−11 s−2)
was approximately twice that in summer (1.20 × 10−11 s−2), corresponding to the larger
enhanced environmental relative vorticity during the VOR TC intensification period in
autumn compared to that in summer. The Coriolis vorticity and vorticity divergence terms
(CDT and VDT, respectively) were the main sources of environmental vorticity for VOR TCs
in both summer and autumn, whereas the contributions of the other terms were negative
or relatively small. The CDT and VDT of VOR TCs (5.88 × 10−11 and 1.55 × 10−11 s−2,
respectively) were 0.52 × 10−11 and 0.45 × 10−11 s−2 larger in autumn than in summer,
respectively. The geostrophic vorticity term (GVT) and the horizontal advection term (HAT)
were the two main negative terms for VOR TCs. The values of HAT were similar in summer
(−1.26 × 10−11 s−2) and autumn (−1.43 × 10−11 s−2), whereas the absolute value of the
GVT in summer (−4.35 × 10−11 s−2) was 1.11 × 10−11 s−2 larger than that in autumn.
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Figure 4. Difference of average enhanced environmental relative vorticity (shading; unit: 10−6 s−1)
and enhanced environmental wind vectors (unit: m s−1) at 850 hPa between VOR TCs and all
Environmental TCs, during intensification stage of VOR TCs, of the area of approximately 8◦ lon-
gitude/latitude around the TC center. Zero coordinates (0, 0) indicate the location of the TC center.
Here, smaller-scale features of variables related to the TC structure were removed based on the
filtering method of Kurihara et al. [32,33]: (a) TCs in summer (July–August), (b) TCs in autumn
(September–October), and (c) differences between summer and autumn. Dots in (c) indicate areas
of >90% confidence level according to the Student’s t-test.

The differences between the terms of the vorticity equation (Equation (1)) for VOR TCs
and Environmental TCs show that the environmental conditions were more favorable for
VOR TCs in autumn than in summer (Figure 5b). The value of the difference in the mean
environmental vorticity tendency ( ∂ζ

∂t ) (∆VOR tendency) in autumn (0.47 × 10−11 s−2) was
0.14 × 10−11 s−2 larger than in summer. This also corresponded to the larger difference
in enhanced environmental relative vorticity during the VOR intensification period in
autumn compared to that in summer. The difference in the horizontal advection term
(∆HAT) was similar for the two seasons, with values of −0.33 × 10−11 s−2 in summer
and −0.29 × 10−11 s−2 in autumn. In autumn, the differences in the vorticity and Coriolis
vorticity divergence terms (∆VDT and ∆CDT, respectively) also made positive contributions
to the ∆VOR tendency, with values of 0.37 × 10−11 and 0.70 × 10−11 s−2, respectively.
However, the values of VDT and CDT between VOR TCs and Environmental TCs were not
significant in summer; thus, the values of ∆VDT and ∆CDT were neglected. In contrast to
autumn, the contribution of the difference in the geostrophic vorticity term (∆GVT) was
positive in summer (0.60 × 10−11 s−2), which contributed to a vorticity environment that
was more favorable for the development of VOR TCs than for other Environmental TCs
during this season.
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3.3. Physical Links to Seasonal Variation in Large-Scale Atmospheric Systems

The higher contributions of the vorticity and Coriolis vorticity divergence terms (e.g.,
CDT/∆CDT and VDT/∆VDT) in autumn were related to the greater convergence, which
was generally controlled by large-scale systems over the western North Pacific, e.g., the
subtropical high and East Asian summer monsoon trough. The TCs were most active
in the East Asian summer monsoon trough region (Figure 6). The monsoon trough was
stronger in summer than in autumn, e.g., during the Environmental TC intensification
period. The area of the East Asian summer monsoon trough was larger in summer than
in autumn, as indicated by the 1490 gpm contour extending from approximately 10◦ N to
around 28◦ N (Figure 6a). The monsoon trough retreated and became smaller in autumn,
as shown by the reduced extent of the 1490 gpm contour (10–21◦ N), and the 1480 gpm
contour became compressed into an isolated closed low system (Figure 6b). The autumn
subtropical high was enlarged, although its intensity was not as strong as in summer,
where it had the highest contour of 1570 gpm, e.g., approximately 30 gpm higher than in
autumn. The compressed area of the monsoon trough and enlarged area of the subtropical
high in autumn contributed to the enhanced convergence via the higher pressure gradient
around the TCs, which then generated a larger CDT and VDT in autumn than in summer.
During the summer VOR TC intensification period, the monsoon trough was strengthened
and extended to the region of the mean subtropical high; e.g., many values that passed
the >90% confidence level appeared within the area indicated as >1520 gpm (Figure 6a).
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As a result of the combined effect of the low-level convergence and divergence generated
by the enhanced monsoon trough and mean subtropical high, respectively, the difference
in divergence between VOR TCs and Environmental TCs was not significant in summer
(Figure 7a). This contributed to the small ∆CDT and ∆VDT values in summer. During the
autumn VOR TC intensification period, the low monsoon area was also intensified, but
it did not extend to the subtropical high; e.g., no values that passed the >90% confidence
level appeared in the area indicated as >1520 gpm. Thus, the convergence around the
VOR TCs was substantially greater than that around the Environmental TCs (Figure 7b),
which contributed to the larger ∆CDT and ∆VDT in autumn compared to those of the
Environmental TCs.

Atmosphere 2022, 13, x FOR PEER REVIEW 9 of 16 
 

 

 
Figure 6. Composite geopotential height of Environmental TCs (contours; unit: gpm) and its differ-
ence between VOR TCs and Environmental TCs (shading; unit: gpm) at 850 hPa. Dots indicate areas 
of >90% confidence level according to the Student’s t-test for the difference between VOR TCs and 
Environmental TCs. The yellow lines indicate the tracks of VOR TCs during their intensification 
period: (a) TCs in summer (July–August) and (b) TCs in autumn (September–October). 

Figure 6. Composite geopotential height of Environmental TCs (contours; unit: gpm) and its
difference between VOR TCs and Environmental TCs (shading; unit: gpm) at 850 hPa. Dots indicate
areas of >90% confidence level according to the Student’s t-test for the difference between VOR TCs
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Figure 7. Difference of composite divergence (shading; unit: 10−7 s−1) between VOR TCs and
Environmental TCs at 850 hPa. Dots indicate areas of >90% confidence level according to the
Student’s t-test. The green lines indicate the tracks of VOR TCs during their intensification period:
(a) TCs in summer (July–August) and (b) TCs in autumn (September–October).

The contribution of the difference in the geostrophic vorticity term (GVT) between
VOR TCs and Environmental TCs (∆GVT) showed the largest difference between summer
and autumn, and the seasonal variations in ∆GVT and GVT were also responses to the
subtropical high and East Asian summer monsoon trough. Because the values of ∂f/∂y were
positive and generally similar for all analyzed TCs, the values of GVT (∆GVT) (-v ∂f/∂y)
were governed by the values of the opposite direction of meridional winds (-v). Thus,
the negative contribution of the GVT to VOR TCs was larger in summer than in autumn
(Figure 5a) owing to the weaker environmental northerly winds on the western side of the
TCs (Figure 8). This was caused by the large East Asian summer monsoon trough that was
open on its western side in summer, unlike the closed low system area in autumn (Figure 6).
Compared to Environmental TCs, the environmental south winds to the east of the VOR TC
center on the western side of the subtropical high were weakened, because the subtropical
high was weakened by the enlarged monsoon trough. This resulted in large positive mean
∆GVT values (Figure 5b), which were in turn a result of the abnormal northerly winds
on the eastern side of the VOR TCs (Figure 9a). Conversely, in comparison with other
Environmental TCs, abnormal southerly winds appeared on the eastern side of the autumn
VOR TCs. This was because the East Asian summer monsoon trough was intensified but
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not enough to weaken the subtropical high compared with the case of Environmental TCs
(Figure 9b), which resulted in the negative mean values of ∆GVT in this season (Figure 5b).
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summer (July–August) and (b) TCs in autumn (September–October).
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Figure 9. The composite difference in the GVT (∆GVT) in Equation (1) (shading; unit: 10−11 s−2)
between VOR TCs and Environmental TCs. The white circles indicate the region of <2◦ lon-
gitude/latitude from the center of each TC: (a) TCs in summer (July–August) and (b) TCs in
autumn (September–October).

Notably, the distribution of enhanced environmental relative vorticity (Figures 3 and 4),
which was more favorable for the development of VOR TCs in autumn, was also a con-
tribution of the weakened East Asian summer monsoon trough. The larger enhanced
vorticity in autumn, with its center nearer to the TC center than in summer, was possibly a
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contribution of the compressed East Asian summer monsoon trough, which concentrated
more environmental vorticity in the TC region (Figure 6). In summer, as a result of the
enhanced East Asian summer monsoon trough, which extended to the western side of the
subtropical high, a larger difference in enhanced environmental relative vorticity between
VOR TCs and Environmental TCs occurred in the southwestern part of the TCs (Figure 4).

4. Discussion

Another possible reason for the larger proportion of VOR TCs during autumn is that
the thermodynamic factors in summer are more favorable for TC development than in
autumn. The proportion of TCs affected by thermodynamic and dynamic factors during
the two seasons is shown in Figure 10. Details of the TC numbers are listed in Table 1 and
are organized according to the classification structure described by Chan [23]. Overall,
approximately 37% of summer TCs (approximately 11% more than in autumn) were affected
by thermodynamic factors. Based on observational records (e.g., [36,37]), compared to the
other seasons, the summertime atmospheric thermodynamic conduction over the western
North Pacific contains more heat and water vapor, providing conditions favorable for TC
development. Thus, detailed physical analysis of the thermodynamic processes related to
summer TCs is required.
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Figure 10. Proportions of TCs affected predominantly by thermodynamic and dynamic factors during
summer (July–August) and autumn (September–October). The estimation was based on the statistical
results of WU20, which are also listed in Table 1.

Table 1. Numbers of TCs affected predominantly by different factors 1.

Summer (July–August) Autumn (September–October)

Q TCs (thermodynamic) 13 8
CAPE TCs (thermodynamic) 9 6

SST TCs (thermodynamic) 3 2
VOR TCs (dynamic) 32 36
VWS TCs (dynamic) 7 5
DIV TCs (dynamic) 4 4

1 The meanings of the abbreviations are listed in Appendix A.

5. Conclusions

Of all of the TCs occurring over the western North Pacific during the analysis period,
the autumn VOR TCs exhibited the strongest intensity. The proportion of VOR TCs to
Environmental TCs was also larger in autumn than in summer. Analysis results based on
the vorticity equation (Equation (1)) showed that the environmental relative vorticity in
autumn was more favorable for the development of VOR TCs than that in summer, with the
mean environmental vorticity tendency in autumn (2.38 × 10−11 s−2) being approximately
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twice that in summer (1.20 × 10−11 s−2). The Coriolis vorticity divergence and vorticity
divergence terms (e.g., CDT/∆CDT and VDT/∆VDT) were the principal sources of the
environmental relative vorticity of VOR TCs in both seasons, and their contribution was
larger in autumn than in summer. The geostrophic vorticity and horizontal advection terms
(GVT and HAT, respectively) were the two main negative terms; the other terms were
relatively small and so were neglected. Unlike autumn, the difference in GVT between VOR
TCs and Environmental TCs (∆GVT) made a positive contribution in summer, creating a
vorticity environment that was more favorable for the development of VOR TCs than for
other Environmental TCs.

The higher contributions of the terms related to vorticity convergence (e.g., CDT/∆CDT
and VDT/∆VDT) in autumn were related to the larger convergence, which was controlled
by the seasonal variation in the subtropical high, in combination with the East Asian sum-
mer monsoon trough over the western North Pacific. In autumn, the monsoon trough
retreated and decreased in size, while the area of the subtropical high increased, although
its intensity was weaker in summer. Thus, the larger convergence was generated as a result
of the greater pressure gradient contributed by the compressed monsoon trough and an
enlarged subtropical high, which then contributed to the larger CDT and VDT around the
VOR TCs in comparison with those in summer. Seasonal variations in the geostrophic
vorticity term (GVT/∆GVT) were also a response to the subtropical high and East Asian
summer monsoon trough. In summer, the larger and stronger East Asian summer mon-
soon trough extended further northeastward, which weakened the western side of the
subtropical high and generated weaker environmental southerly winds on the eastern side
of the TCs. This resulted in a smaller negative contribution of the GVT to VOR TCs (in
comparison with Environmental TCs) in summer than in autumn, while a positive value of
the ∆GVT was observed.

Moreover, another possible reason for the larger proportion of VOR TCs during
autumn is that thermodynamic factors are more favorable for TC development in summer,
as seen in observational records. Finally, VOR TCs that usually exhibit a higher intensity
are related to a stronger East Asian summer monsoon trough; therefore, a strong monsoon
trough may indicate the development of severe TCs via practical forecasting, especially
in autumn.
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Appendix A

Explanations of the abbreviations
TC: tropical cyclone.
WU20: Wu, Y.; Chen, S.; Li, W.; Fang, R.; Liu, H.; Relative vorticity is the major

environmental factor controlling tropical cyclone intensification over the western North
Pacific. Atmos. Res. 2020, 237(2020), 104874. DOI: 10.1016/j.atmosres.2020.104874.

MCP: minimum central pressure of a TC.
Environmental TC: a TC for which intensification was affected significantly by envi-

ronmental factors.
VWS TC: a TC for which intensification was affected predominantly by environmental

vertical wind shear (VWS).
VOR TC: a TC for which intensification was affected predominantly by low-level

environmental relative vorticity (VOR).
DIV TC: a TC for which intensification was affected predominantly by environmental

upper-level divergence (DIV).
Q TC: a TC for which intensification was affected predominantly by the environmental

water vapor content of the troposphere (Q).
SST TC: a TC for which intensification was affected predominantly by sea surface

temperature (SST).
CAPE TC: a TC for which intensification was affected predominantly by environmen-

tal convective available potential energy (CAPE).
Abbreviations for terms in the vorticity diagnostic equation:
VOR Tendency: tendency of the relative vorticity, ∂ζ

∂t .
∆VOR Tendency: difference in the VOR Tendency between a VOR TC and an Envi-

ronmental TC.
HAT: horizontal advection term, −

(
u ∂ζ

∂x + v ∂ζ
∂y

)
.

∆HAT: difference in the HAT between a VOR TC and an Environmental TC.
VAT: vertical advection term, −ω ∂ζ

∂p .
∆VAT: difference in the VAT between a VOR TC and an Environmental TC.
GVT: geostrophic vorticity term, −v ∂ f

∂y .
∆GVT: difference in the GVT between a VOR TC and an Environmental TC.
VDT: vorticity divergence term, −ζ

(
∂u
∂x + ∂u

∂y

)
.

∆VDT: difference in the VDT between a VOR TC and an Environmental TC.
CDT: Coriolis vorticity divergence term, − f

(
∂u
∂x + ∂v

∂y

)
.

∆CDT: difference in the CDT between a VOR TC and an Environmental TC.
TT: tilt term,

(
∂ω
∂y

∂u
∂p − ∂ω

∂x
∂v
∂p

)
.

∆TT: difference in the TT between a VOR TC and an Environmental TC.
Res.: residual.
∆Res.: difference in the Res. between a VOR TC and an Environmental TC.
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