
Figure S5. The effect of 0.3% bile on strain viability. Bars represent the means of three measurements 
± standard deviation. * 
 

 
 
* The following methodology was applied: MRS broth media containing 0.3% of bile salts (#48305, 
Merck, USA) was inoculated with 500 µl of 24 h culture of each strain (O.D. = 0.0601-0.654); at 
different time intervals of 0, 1, 2, 3 and 4 hours, an aliquot of the culture was taken for the plate count. 
At the end of each incubation time, the number of viable cells was determined, and the data were 
expressed in log (CFU/ml). 
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