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Abstract: This paper reports a mechanism understanding how to reduce the solder joint failure
phenomenon in the laser spot micro-welding process of ultra-thin steel sheets. An optimization
method to improve solder joint service life is proposed. In this study, the time-dependent dynamic
behaviors of the keyhole and the weld pool are simulated, and the temperatures in the keyhole of
two different laser pulse waveforms are compared. The results show that laser energy attenuation
mode (LEAM) can only obtain shallow weld depth because of the premature decay of the laser power
of waveform, resulting in the laser beam that cannot be concentrated in the keyhole. The temperature
inside the keyhole of LEAM fluctuates significantly, which shows a downward trend. Due to the
existence of the peak power of waveform in laser energy continuous mode (LECM), the large angle of
inclination of the wall of the keyhole inside the melt pool is more conducive to the multiple reflections
of the laser beam in the keyhole and increases the absorption rate of the laser energy by the base
material, resulting in the “keyhole effect”. But the temperature in the keyhole gradually rises, close
to the evaporation temperature. A method combining LEAM and LECM to improve the solder joint
service life by optimizing the temperature in the keyhole indirectly by adjusting the peak power of
the laser pulse waveform is proposed in this study. The experimental results show that the weld
depth can be optimized from 0.135 mm to 0.291 mm, and the tensile strength can be optimized from
88 MPa to 288 MPa. The bonding performance between the upper and lower plates is effectively
improved. It can reach the required weld depth in a short time and improve the welding efficiency of
the laser spot micro-welding process. The simulation results show that the temperature inside the
keyhole is well optimized below the evaporation temperature of the material, which can avoid the
violent evaporation of the welding process and keep the whole welding process in a stable state. By
optimizing the laser pulse waveform, the temperature inside the keyhole can reach 3300 K, and it is
always in a stable state than before optimization. The stable temperature inside the keyhole can help
to reduce violent oscillation and spattering of the molten pool and improve welding efficiency and
joint life. The research can help provide effective process guidance for the optimization of different

laser pulse waveforms in the micro-welding process.

Keywords: micro-welding process; laser pulse waveform; coupling optimization; ultra-thin plates;
numerical simulation

1. Introduction

Laser spot welding is an advanced micro-welding technology, which is widely used
for connecting the ultra-thin plates in, e.g., aerospace, automotive, electronic products [1-3].
It has outstanding advantages of fast welding speed [4-6], high welding precision [7,8],
high energy density [9,10], and environmental protection [11]. However, in the actual
welding process of the manufacturing of microelectronic components, a slight splash on
the surface of the parts will cause the whole component to be scrapped. Besides, there
will be as many as hundreds of solder joints in a large-scale integrated circuit at the same
time. If one of these solder joints fails, the whole component or the whole machine will
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stop working. The solder joints failure phenomenon accounts for up to 60% of all the
causes of the failure of electronic components [12-14]. Therefore, the modern ultra-thin
plates connection forming industry urgently needs to further study and optimize the
micro-welding process to improve the product qualification rate and service life.

When welding ultra-thin metal materials, it is necessary to carefully adjust the heat
input during the welding process to avoid welding perforation, spatter, or weak weld
defects [15-18]. An in-depth exploration of the laser energy transmission mechanism in
the laser spot micro-welding (LSMW) process has aroused the attention of researchers.
The study of Saldi et al. [19] showed that the main process parameters affecting the laser
energy were the laser pulse period. The laser pulse waveform will take on different
shapes with the change in laser power and pulse period. The laser energy in the LSMW
process of ultra-thin plates can be well controlled by reasonably adjusting the laser pulse
waveform [20-24]. The reasonable application of laser pulse waveform can also reduce the
common defects in the LSMW process. For example, the study of Seiji et al. [25] indicated
that the porosity in the LSMW process could be effectively suppressed by cooperating
laser pulse square waveform with sawtooth waveform. Besides, the cooling speed during
the metal solidification process is suppressed by changing the laser pulse waveform, and
the internal stress is reduced [26-28]. It shows that the laser pulse waveform has a great
influence on the LSMW process. In recent years, more and more experimental results show
that poor adjustment of laser pulse waveform will cause the metal liquid on the surface of
the ultra-thin plate to oscillate violently and produce spatters [29-31]. Some of the available
studies show that between 3.5 KW and 5.9 KW, the weld joint diameter tends to increase
with increasing laser power. However, when the laser power exceeds 5.9 KW, there is a
decrease in weld joint diameter. Therefore, a higher laser energy input does not necessarily
lead to good welding results [32]. Pulsed laser welding is a time modulation of the laser
within each pulse. When the weak weld phenomenon of solder joint occurs, or when
the welding process is violently spattered, it is more inconvenient to adjust the welding
parameters directly multiple times. A certain amount of experience is required. Because the
laser spot micro-welding process occurs within a few milliseconds, it is difficult to directly
analyze data, such as melt pool flow rate, spatter jet speed, or weld depth. At present,
the research on the physical mechanism of the micro-welding process on the ultra-thin
plate is lagging behind the actual application—especially in the aspects of the influence
of different laser pulse waveforms on the solder joints size—and the explanation of the
defect formation is relatively weak. As a result, the understanding of laser pulse waveform
process optimization methods used to improve solder joint quality in practical engineering
is very limited.

This paper mainly studies the effects of different laser pulse waveforms on the LSMW
process in a practical welding production, and a 3D transient mathematical model coupling
weld pool, laser, and the keyhole is developed to observe the LSMW process and to
explain the main causes of the welding defects from the perspective of microphysics. The
experimental results show that when the laser pulse energy is kept constant, the change
in laser pulse duration has an obvious influence on the weld size and quality, which is
caused by the change in peak power density. By processing the simulation results, we
analyze the change curve of the average temperature in the keyhole during the simulation
and judge whether the laser spot micro-welding process is stable under the conditions of
specific process parameters according to the curve. After obtaining the more ideal welding
simulation results and experimental verification through experiments and simulation, it is
found that the unstable oscillation of the temperature in the keyhole is the main reason for
the formation of welding defects. Finally, a method of laser pulse waveform segmented
optimization is proposed, which can effectively optimize the internal temperature of
the keyhole and obtain the ideal solder joints, greatly improving the qualification rate
of welding components. The results can help provide effective process guidance for
optimization of the laser pulse waveform in the LSMW process.
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2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Experiments

The experiments are performed on the laser welding machine in AAC Technology,
Shenzhen, China. The overall structure diagram of the experimental setup is shown in
Figure 1. A pulse laser is used for welding. The radius of the laser spot at the focal
position is 0.48 mm. Besides, two ANSI 304 stainless steel ultra-thin plates with a size of
0.12 mm and 0.3 mm in the penetration directions, respectively, are lapped. The chemical
composition of the two plates is shown in Table 1. In welding, to study the influence
of different laser pulse waveforms on the forming process of LMW, there is mainly
a variation in the peak laser power and duration. The two laser pulse waveforms are
shown in Figure 2a,b. Figure 2a is laser energy attenuation mode (LEAM), and Figure 2b is
laser energy continuous mode (LECM). By calculating the total energy of the laser pulse
waveform, the laser input energy of LEAM is 2.0875 ], and the laser input energy of LECM
is 1.5275 J. The specific experimental process parameters are shown in Table 2. Besides,
argon gas is used as a welding protective gas in experiments. After the welding is done,
the welds are cut with the method of wire electrical discharge machining, which shows
that the effect on tensile strength is lower than 5% [33]. After that, the sample cutting is
etched (Kroll reagent: 3-9 mL HCL + 1-3 mL HNO3, time 6-10 s).
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of laser spot micro-welding (LSMW) experiments.
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Figure 2. Different pulse waveforms. (a) Laser energy attenuation mode (LEAM). (b) Laser energy continuous mode

(LECM).
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Table 1. Chemical composition of 304 stainless steel sheet (mass fraction, %).
C Si Mn P S Ni Cr Fe
0.07 0.46 0.78 0.032 0.006 8.10 18.32 Balance
Table 2. Experimental process parameters of LSMW on the ANSI 304 stainless steel sheet.
Process Name LEAM LECM
. t; = 0.0003, t, = 0.0043, t; = 0.0003, t; = 0.0023,
Waveform duration (s) t5 = 0.0046 t5 = 0.0026
Action laser power (W) P1 =550, P, =400, P3 = 300 P; =640, P, = 640, P3 =370
Total input energy (J) 2.08757] 1.5275]

2.2. Numerical Simulation

The process of laser spot micro-welding is very complex and variable due to the
interaction of physical and chemical factors [34]. In this paper, a 3D mathematical model is
proposed to understand the internal evolution mechanism of the LSMW process, which
is shown in Figure 3. In this model, three forces of surface tension, recoil pressure, and
Marangoni forces are comprehensively considered. Besides, the convection and conduction
of heat and the solid-to-liquid interaction force inside the weld pool are considered. The
mass, momentum, and energy conservation equations of the weld pool can be written as
Equations (1)—(3) [35—44]:

—
V-u =0. 1)
.
ou — =\ — B _y%_&%% N B
) at+<uv>u _v.<wu) Vp— U \/E‘U‘U—kpgﬁ(T Tref) )
oT (=
pcp(at + <u-v> T) = V-(kVT) (3)

where a means the three-dimensional velocity, p means the pressure. p, y, fp mean
the density, kinematic viscosity of the fluid, and expansion coefficient of the thermal,
respectively. T, £ Means the reference temperature. K means the Carman—Kozeny constant
in the mixture-fluid phase model, and C means an inertial coefficient closely related to a
liquid fraction. C, stands for the specific heat capacity, k stands for the thermal conductivity
of the metal fluid, and T stands for the temperature.
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Figure 3. Schematic diagram of the LSMW model.
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Due to the extremely short welding time of the LSMW process, the level-set method is
used to track the evolution process of the weld pool free interface. The laser heat source
adopts the ray tracing method to consider the influence of the keyhole topography on the
laser absorption rate. Based on the previous work [44—47], assuming that the energy of the
laser beam is Gaussian distribution, the distribution function of laser beam energy at time ¢
and the laser energy power P(t) absorbed by the liquid surface micro-element at time #

can be written as follows:
3P(t) 3r2
Qt,rz) = s exp(—Rz> @

where R represents the laser spot radius. For simplicity, the metal vapor and chemical
reactions are not considered, and the weld pool is considered to be incompressible laminar
flow in this model. Technically speaking, the precise discretization of the equations and
the development of effective solvers are very important for the simulation of the LSMW
process, and the specific details of the equations and parameters in the model are listed in
the Appendix A. Finally, the numerical calculation and solution process of moving weld
pool and transient keyhole in the process of LSMW are shown in Figure 4.

Initialize the parameters and
Level Set value Update Level Set value

l !

—

Calculation of free surface Solve flow field End
energy distribution l
Continue Solve temperature field Save results

| NO l YES |
lj'inish welding?

Figure 4. The simulation flow chart of LSMW.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Experimental Results

The metallographic pictures of LSMW welds of LEAM and LECM are shown in
Figure 5. As can be seen from the pictures that the weld seam of LEAM is shallow, and
the weld depth is only 0.135 mm. On the contrary, LECM has a deeper weld depth up to
0.22 mm. It can be seen from the experimental results that although the total input energy
of LEAM (2.0875]) is higher than the LECM (1.5275 ]), the weld depth obtained is different.
In LEAM, the depth below the joint surface is only 0.015 mm, and the diameter of the joint
surface is just 0.101 mm. It needs to further improve the effective use of laser energy and
ameliorate the welding performance in this mode. In contrast, the laser input energy in
LECM can be effectively used, and the adhesion between the upper and lower plates is
better. However, there will still be slight splash points, and any slight splash is not allowed
in the manufacturing process of electronic components, so the waveform of LECM also
needs to be further optimized. According to the weld seam depth-to-width ratio (DWR)
under the joint surface, the weld seam DWR of LEAM is only 0.148, while the weld seam
DWR of LECM can reach 0.413, which is more conducive to the appearance of the “keyhole
effect”.
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Figure 5. Experimental results of weld morphology and joint surface. (a) LEAM, (b) LECM.

3.2. Simulation Results

To verify the developed laser spot welding model, the predicted weld dimensions are
compared with the experimental results. Figure 6 shows the weld profile comparisons and
specific weld depth comparisons. As can be seen from the figure, the simulation results
are consistent with the experimental results. The error of the predicted weld depth of both
LEAM and LECM is very small, i.e., less than 7%.

0.30

[ Experiment results
[ Simulation results

0.22

Weld depth (mm)
= =)
= o

0.05 .
‘Weld profile comparisons between
experiment and simulation

0.00

LEAM LECM

Figure 6. The experimental and simulation results of the weld morphology in LEAM and LECM.

Since the entire welding process of the LSMW takes an extremely short time,
Figures 7 and 8, respectively, visually analyze the behaviors of the weld pool and the
keyhole of LEAM and LECM to understand the influence of different pulse waveforms
on the keyhole forming process. In LEAM, a shallow weld pool is formed with uneven
temperature distribution, and the highest temperature at the bottom of the keyhole is
about 3000 K. Besides, the melting liquid flows upward along the keyhole surface and
forms a circulation (Figure 7b), and the maximum magnitude of the surface fluid flow
velocity is just about 0.91 m/s. Finally, the metal liquid around the weld pool is backfilled
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t=0.00078s

=0.00162s

=0.00197s

instantly, and the vortex flow gradually weakens (Figure 7c). Throughout the welding
process of LEAM, the weld depth is just 0.145 mm. In contrast, the keyhole evolution
process changes greatly with time in LECM. The depth of the keyhole is shallow in the early
stage (Figure 8a) and then forms the shape with a deep and narrow bottom (Figure 8d).
In this mode, the magnitude of the surface fluid flow velocity is about 1.93 m/s, and the
weld depth can reach the deepest point of 0.211 mm. This mode can produce an ideal weld
depth so that the upper and lower plates are well welded. Besides, at the keyhole center
of LECM, the temperature could be up to 3319 K, which is about 300 K higher than the
temperature of LEAM.

From the above simulation results, the laser pulse waveforms in LEAM and LECM
will significantly affect the forming process of the keyhole. To obtain an ideal solder joint,
this article further explores the mechanism of the different waveforms of LEAM and LECM
on the LSMW process.
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200 !3&1}
l].sa 2700
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s Io.so %0
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t=0.00056s e B, |
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Figure 7. The visual simulation results of the keyhole evolution process in LEAM. (a) 0.00056 s, (b)
0.00255 s, (c) 0.00447 s.

t=0.00227s

Velocity (m/s) Temperature (K)
2.00

8
8

TICTTTTITTITTT,

8
8

e
<) :
8

t=0.00257s
0.00 0
. LECM
T (0,0003, 640) (00023, 640)
w \ (0.0026,370)
- Laser Encrgy Arca
: 152751
™
t=0.00301s

0002

Figure 8. The visual simulation results of the keyhole evolution process in LECM. (a) 0.00078 s, (b) 0.00162 s, (c) 0.00197 s,
(d) 0.00227 s, (e) 0.00257 s, (f) 0.00301 s.
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3.3. Mechanism of the Difference in Weld Depth under Different Waveforms

The recoil pressure is the main reason for the formation of the keyhole in the laser
welding process, and there is a direct interaction between the recoil pressure and the
keyhole wall, which determines the stability of the welding process and affects the welding
quality [43]. The temperature change inside the keyhole during the welding process
changes the recoil pressure [44,45]. Therefore, studying the temperature inside the keyhole
of the LSMW process can help to further explore the mechanism of the difference in weld
depth under different waveforms.

Figure 9a shows the comparison of the average temperature inside the keyhole of
LEAM and LECM. The temperature of LECM is higher than that of LEAM, and the
temperature inside the keyhole of LECM gradually rises throughout the welding process.
When the laser continues to heat for too long, it causes the internal temperature of the
melt pool to rise continuously (as shown in Figure 9a). The excessive temperature tends to
exceed the boiling point of the base material, and violent evaporation and spattering occur.
On the contrary, the temperature inside the keyhole of LEAM fluctuates significantly, and
the temperature of the whole welding process shows a downward trend. On the whole,
the peak temperature difference in the two modes is about 300 K. This large temperature
difference causes the different recoil pressures in LEAM and LECM (Figure 9b) [43—45].
As a result, the size of the keyhole and the laser energy distribution in the keyhole are
changed. As shown in Figure 10, when the recoil pressure P; increases, it will overcome the
effect of surface tension J; and produce a larger keyhole depth. In LECM, due to the higher
temperature in the keyhole, the keyhole depth under the action of the recoil pressure is
larger than that in LEAM. Therefore, multiple reflections of the laser beam are performed
on the inner wall of the deeper keyhole wall in LECM, and the laser energy at the bottom of
the keyhole is relatively concentrated. On the other hand, the laser beam in LEAM has few
reflections in the keyhole wall and even directly reflects into the atmosphere. Eventually,
most of the temperature in this mode will be lost. Due to the downward trend of the
overall temperature in LEAM, it cannot generate a large recoil pressure, and it is difficult
to maintain the large keyhole depth.

According to the above analysis, the larger keyhole depth can help the laser beam to
perform multiple reflections inside the keyhole wall and promote the absorption of laser
energy by the welding plates. The effective optimization of the temperature in the keyhole
is the key factor in increasing the keyhole depth.

3500
P)'(TS) b
(a) Pamp ( )
—~ 3000 2 | pury<l1tPs aH, (| Ty
% & s\ls) = 2 Poexp PR T,
2 L
g 30 g Pe(Ty)
= =
« 7
= 2000 | § Pe(T,) = aT3 + bT? + T, +d
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p—
3 1500 | Continuously rising : § Smooth curve Pc(Ts)
@ |1 1 <
S0 [ 300k | | & :
51000 || A '
Z ‘ ' P :
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Figure 9. (a) Comparison of the average temperature inside the keyhole of LEAM and LECM. (b) Diagram of the recoil

pressure dependence with temperature.
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Figure 10. Diagram of temperature distribution and laser reflection path in the keyhole of different
modes.

3.4. Effective Optimization of the Laser Pulse Waveform

To effectively optimize the temperature inside the keyhole in the LSMW process, a
temperature improved method combining LEAM and LECM is proposed in this paper. The
continuous input energy generated by peak laser power is used to make the base material
quickly reach the melting point and get a greater weld depth. Then, the attenuation input
energy generated by the attenuation laser power is used to ensure the stability of the
temperature during the LMW process. In the LSMW process, part of the laser energy
is reflected and absorbed in the keyhole, and the other part is lost in the air by thermal
convection, thermal radiation, and evaporation. Therefore, combined with Equation (4),
which uses gaussian distribution as the heat source, Equation (5) lists the heat balance
equation in the LSMW process, as shown below:

Q = q1 + Geov + Grad + G0 )

where g represents the reflection and absorption of the laser heat in the keyhole wall, while
Geovs Grad, and g, represent thermal convection, thermal radiation, and evaporative heat
dissipation, respectively. The details are shown in Equations (6)—(9) [40-45]:

q1 = a(8)Q+ [1 — a(0)]Quyir (6) (6)
Jcov = hc(Ts - Too) (7)
Graa = kpe(TH — T, ®)

Go = Ly m/zn'kBTs'Ps(Ts) )

where «(0) is the first reflection absorption coefficient, a,, () is the reflection absorption
coefficient for multiple times, k. is the convection heat dissipation coefficient, T is the
ambient temperature, kp is the Boltzmann constant, ¢ is the material emission rate, L, is
the latent heat. By switching the terms, we get Equation (10). Finally, a positive correlation
between laser power P(t) and temperature T is obtained, which is shown in Equation
(11).

0~ he(Ts — Teo) + kpe(T2 — T) + Loy/m/ 27k Ts-Ps(Ts) 10)

(1= a(0))-[1 = g (0)]
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P(t) ~ Q ~ f(Ts) (11)

Hence, to reasonably use the laser input energy to achieve effective optimization of the
temperature in the keyhole during the LSMW process, the laser power is set as a function
that can be adjusted over time. For an arbitrarily determined waveform, there will be a
certain number of power adjustment points, as well as the time ¢; and power value P; of

each power adjustment point. The laser output power can be written by the following
function:

t—t;

P(t) =P+ (Piy1— P) v
1 1

, h<t<t4+1, i=123...... (12)

As shown in Figure 11a, the laser power reaches the peak power P; at time ¢; and
continues to act until time f,. During this period, the peak power is continuously inputted
to ensure that the plates absorb the laser energy and reach the melting point so that the
weld pool bottom quickly reaches through the bonding surface to the lower plate. From
time t,, the laser power begins to decay, and the laser input energy is slowly reduced.
This ensures that the temperature of the weld pool is below the material boiling point
and further increases the weld depth. From time t3, the interaction between laser beam
and base material gradually weakens, and the whole welding process ends at time t4.
According to the segmented optimization method, the optimized waveforms of laser
energy optimization mode (LEOM) are shown in Figure 11b—d. The optimized process
parameters are shown in Table 3.

700
P Segmented optimization LEOM-1
" of waveform 600 |- (0.0003, 552) (0.0013, 552)
o o ok (0.0023, 450)
Er, 3
@ o 400 |
g r g
= B 0 | (0.0026, 320)
@ @
ks S ol Total Laser Energy
1.25131
100
t t, t ﬁ I [ 1.I.l;ﬂl 0002 0003 004
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700 Toa
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g Total Laser Energy e & Total Laser Energy 1
= 200 | = 200
1.5273J 1.8033J
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Figure 11. (a) A four-segment waveform optimization method. (b) LEOM-1; (c) LEOM-2; (d) LEOM-3.
LEOM, laser energy optimization mode.
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Table 3. Optimized process parameters of LSMW on the ANSI 304 stainless steel sheet.

Process Name LEOM-1 LEOM-2 LEOM-3
. t; = 0.0003, t, = 0.0013, t; =0.0003, t, = 0.0018, t3 = 0.0028, t; = 0.0003, t, = 0.0023,
Waveform duration (s) t3 = 0.0023, t; = 0.0026 ty = 0.0031 t3 = 0.0033, t; = 0.0036
Action laser power (W) Py =552, P, =552, P3 =450, P, =320
Total input energy (J) 1.2513 1.5273 1.8033

The laser spot welding experiments are carried out according to the process parameters
set by the optimized waveforms, and the weld depth and the mechanical properties of
different modes are obtained, as shown in Figure 12. It can be seen from the figure that the
weld depth of the segmented optimization waveforms is on the rise, up to 0.291 mm. The
tensile strength has been improved, up to 288 MPa. Compared to before optimization, the
solder joint performance has been significantly improved. Figure 13 shows the average
temperature in the keyhole center of LEOM-2 compared with both LEAM and LECM. As
can be seen from Figure 13a, the average temperature of LEOM-2 is higher than LEAM, and
the change in the temperature is more stable. There is no obvious fluctuation phenomenon.
Figure 13b shows that the average temperatures of LEOM-2 and LECM are similar. But
the temperature of LEOM-2 at the peak power stage is more stable than LECM. This is
because LEOM-2 sets the energy attenuation process after the peak power stage, which
avoids the continuous rise of the internal temperature of the keyhole, making the whole
welding process more stable. It can be seen from the optimized experimental results that
the weld depth of LEOM-2 is 0.221 mm, and it is an ideal depth in the LSMW process. As a
result, a greater weld depth, bonding ability, and higher welding quality are obtained.
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In summary, the optimized four-segment waveform can make the base material reach
the melting point in a short time. The optimized waveform not only overcomes the temper-
ature loss in LEAM due to energy attenuation but also makes the welding process generate
enough recoil pressure to maintain the opening of the keyhole, better absorb the energy,
produce a larger depth of fusion, and obtain the ideal welding spot. It also overcomes the
sudden rise in energy at the end of the welding of LECM, keeps the temperature inside the
keyhole in a relatively stable process, and avoids spatter when the temperature exceeds the
boiling point. The results can help provide effective process guidance for optimization of
the laser pulse waveform in the practical engineering application.

4. Conclusions

The technology of using pulsed laser for the micro-welding process has the character-
istics of fast welding speed and controllable waveform, which is suitable for the connection
between ultra-thin metal materials. In this paper, the effect of different laser pulse wave-
forms in the LSMW process on 304 stainless steel ultra-thin plates is mainly investigated.
The major findings are shown as follows:

(1) This paper explores the micro-welding process of the LSMW through experimental
and numerical simulation methods. The simulation results show that LECM is a
keyhole welding mode, and LEAM tends to be a thermally conductive welding mode.
The experimental results show that LECM with low laser input energy can obtain a
greater weld depth than LEAM. The weld depth of LECM mode can reach 0.22 mm,
while the weld depth of LEAM is 0.135 mm. The tensile strength of LECM mode
can reach 244.5 MPa, which is much greater than that of LEAM mode at 88 MPa.
Both experimental and simulation results show that LECM mode has better welding
performance than LEAM.

(2) Analysis based on the simulation results reveals that the premature attenuation of
the laser power in the LSMW process will cause the temperature fluctuation and
decline in the keyhole, and it is difficult to generate a large recoil pressure to maintain
the opening of the keyhole. Finally, the whole process is more active in the thermal
conductivity mode, and a weak weld phenomenon has appeared. On the other hand,
because of the peak power, the internal temperature of the keyhole can be at a higher
level, resulting in the keyhole effect. It is more conducive to the multiple reflections
of the laser beam in the keyhole. Therefore, the LECM mode with less laser energy is
able to produce a greater weld depth than LEAM due to the presence of peak power.

(3) A laser pulse waveform segmented optimization method, in this paper, is proposed
for the practical engineering application, which combines LEAM and LECM into
a four-segment waveform. The laser energy after waveform optimization is well
utilized, and the bonding ability is increased. The experimental results show that
the weld depth can be optimized to 0.291 mm, and the tensile strength can reach
288 MPa. It can reach the required weld depth in a short time and improve the
welding efficiency of the LSMW process. Besides, the simulation results show that the
temperature in the keyhole is also well optimized below the material boiling point.
It is always in a stable state, and the possibility of welding spatter is reduced to a
greater extent.
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Appendix A

In this paper, recoil pressure, surface tension, and Marangoni force are properly
considered. The level-set method is used to track the weld pool surface, and the ray tracing
method is used to treat laser heating. For simplicity, the metal vapor and chemical reactions
are not considered, and the weld pool is assumed to be incompressible laminar flow in this
model.

Appendix A.1. Governing Equations
In the process of LMW, the heat transfer behaviors and mass vary behaviors of
the weld pool can be described by three governing equations. Firstly, assuming that
the density of 304 stainless steel does not change significantly with temperature [36—43]
and considering the solid-to-liquid interaction force inside the weld pool, the mass and
momentum conservation equation of the fluid flow of the weld pool can be written as
follows:
V-uU=20 (A1)
aa — — — — Co ||
5
o5 + (u : v) u)=v- (Wu) —Vp- %u - \/%’U‘Uerg,B(T Tef) (A2)

where a means the three-dimensional velocity, p means the pressure. p, y, p mean
the density, kinematic viscosity of the fluid, and expansion coefficient of the thermal,
respectively. Ty, £ means the reference temperature. K means the Carman-Kozeny constant
in the mixture-fluid phase model, and C means an inertial coefficient closely related to a
liquid fraction.

Considering the convection and conduction of heat inside the weld pool and the heat
transfer of the base metal, the energy equation can be described as:

oCp (%:tr + (ﬁ-v) T) = V- (kVT) (A3)

where C, stands for the specific heat capacity, k stands for the thermal conductivity of the
metal fluid, and T stands for the temperature.

In this study, the level-set method is used to track the evolution process of the weld
pool free interface, and the equation can be described as [40]:

0

H
o U Vo =0 (A4)

where & represents the signed distance field function. The weld pool free surface is
represented by @ =0, @ < 0 represents the metal area, and @ > 0 is the gas area.
The curvature value k and the normal vector 7 at any point on the free interface can

be written as follow:
Vo

\2%
"= Nzl (A6)

Appendix A.2. Boundary Conditions

Based on previous work [36—-43], these above-mentioned forces can be loaded with
the sharp-interface method. In this study, the conditions of momentum boundary on the
surface of the weld pool can be written as:

R
P; = Py + 6k +2un-Upn (A7)
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+
- = — - = = - =
0 0) (V l)(o tq fz)(ﬁ 1 tz) (A8)
NN
v -
0 t
0

where ¢ means the surface tension coefficient, Py means the free interface pressure, Pr

— —
means the recoil pressure, t;and ¢t are the orthogonal tangent vectors perpendicular to

7. Vs means the surface gradient operator, which can be expressed as V; = (I - ﬁﬁ) v,

and V0 is the Marangoni force.

Assuming that the energy of the laser beam is Gaussian distribution, the distribution
function of laser beam energy at time ¢ and the laser energy density Q absorbed by the
liquid surface micro-element at time ¢ can be written as:

2
I(t,r,z) = ;—I%exp (i’;) (A9)
- N - =
Q= Io(r,z)(lo-n0> ar, (60) + Y In(r,z) ( Im~nm>1xpy(9m) (A10)
m=1

where R represents the laser spot radius, Q represents the laser energy density. ar, (6p)
represents the Fresnel absorption coefficient, N represents the total incidence of multiple
reflections under consideration, generally no more than 3, § represents the angle between
the laser and the keyhole wall normal vector. Iy(r, z) represents the laser energy distribution.

? and 7, respectively, represent the laser beam direction and the normal vector of the
keyhole wall after the normalization method [36—-43].

Technically speaking, the precise discretization of the equations and the development
of effective solvers are very important for the simulation of LSMW. In this paper, the flow
equations of the weld pool (including Equation (A1) mass conservation and Equation
(A2) momentum conservation equation) are calculated by the efficient projection method,
and the diffusion terms of Equations (A4) and (A5) are discretely solved using the center
difference format. In Equation (A5), the left term is the energy time term and the convection
heat transfer term. In the solution of the convection term, the Weighted Essentially Non-
Oscillatory (WENO) format is used for discretization. While in Equation (A3), the semi-
implicit scheme is used for the discretization of the energy equation.

A.3. Simulation Parameters

Numerical simulations of LSMW are performed by using the above-mentioned model.
The same process parameters as the experiments are used in the simulations. To reduce the
cost of calculation, the computational domains in this paper are set to 1.4 mm x 1.4 mm x
0.42 mm. A uniform grid size of 0.01 mm is used. The physical parameters used are shown
in Table A1 [44,45].
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Table A1. Physical parameters in the LSMW simulation process.

Physical Parameters Units Value
Density p kg/m? 7200
Thermal conductivity coefficient k W/m-K 35 (298 K)
Specific heat Cp J/kg-K 760 (298 K)
Kinematic viscosity p Kg/m:s 0.006
Latent heat of fusion Cy J/kg 6 x 10°
Latent heat of evaporation C, J/kg 6.52 x 100
Solidus temperature T K 1727
Liquidus temperature T} K 1697
Evaporation temperature T, K 3100
Surface tension coefficient o N/m 1
Thermal-capillary force coefficient or N/m-K —0.43 x 1073

References

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Chatterjee, S.; Mahapatra, S.S.; Bharadwaj, V.; Upadhyay, B.N.; Bindra, K.S.; Thomas, J. Parametric appraisal of mechanical and
metallurgical behavior of butt welded joints using pulsed Nd: YAG laser on thin sheets of AISI 316. Opt. Laser Technol. 2019, 117,
186-199. [CrossRef]

Liao, Y.C.; Yu, M.H. Effects of laser beam energy and incident angle on the pulse laser welding of stainless steel thin sheet. |.
Mater. Process. Technol. 2007, 190, 102-108. [CrossRef]

Cai, C; Li, L.Q.; Tao, W.; Peng, G.C.; Wang, X. Weld Bead Size, Microstructure, and Corrosion Behavior of Zirconium Alloys
Joints Welded by Pulsed Laser Spot Welding. J. Mater. Eng. Perform. 2016, 25, 3783-3792. [CrossRef]

Safari, M.; Farzin, M. Experimental and numerical investigation of laser bending of tailor machined blanks. Opt. Laser Technol.
2013, 48, 513-522. [CrossRef]

Deng, S.J.; Guo, Q.; Wang, H.P; Lu, EG.; Solomon, ].; Carlson, B.E. Effectiveness of pre-scanning on zinc evaporation in laser spot
welding of zinc-coated steels. Int. J. Adv. Manuf. Technol. 2020, 106, 4423-4436. [CrossRef]

Martinez, S.; Lamikiz, A.; Ukar, E.; Calleja, A.; Arrizubieta, J.A.; De Lacalle, L.L. Analysis of the regimes in the scanner-based
laser hardening process. Opt. Lasers Eng. 2017, 90, 72-80. [CrossRef]

Zhang, Y.; Ying, Y.Y; Liu, X.X.; Wei, H.Y. Deformation control during the laser welding of a Ti6Al4V thin plate using a synchronous
gas cooling method. Mater. Des. 2016, 90, 931-941. [CrossRef]

Iordachescu, D.; Blasco, M.; Lopez, R.; Cuesta, A.; Iordachescu, M.; Ocana, J.L. Recent achievements and trends in laser welding
of thin plates. J. Optoelectron. Adv. Mater. 2011, 13, 981-985.

Fysikopoulos, A.; Pastras, G.; Stavridis, J.; Stavropoulos, P.; Chryssolouris, G. On the Performance Evaluation of Remote Laser
Welding Process: An Automotive Case Study. Procedia CIRP 2016, 41, 969-974. [CrossRef]

Shin, J.S.; Oh, S.Y,; Park, H.; Chung, C.M,; Seon, S.; Kim, T.S; Lee, L; Lee, J. Laser cutting of steel plates up to 100mm in thickness
with a 6-kW fiber laser for application to the dismantling of nuclear facilities. Opt. Lasers Eng. 2018, 100, 98-104. [CrossRef]
Torkamany, M.J.; Tahamtan, S.; Sabbaghzadeh, J. Dissimilar welding of carbon steel to 5754 aluminum alloy by Nd: YAG pulsed
laser. Mater. Des. 2010, 31, 458-465. [CrossRef]

Kou, S.; Limmaneevichitr, C.; Wei, P.S. Oscillatory Marangoni flow: A fundamental study by conduction-mode laser spot welding.
Weld. ]. 2011, 90, 229-240.

Wang, T.; Chen, Y.B,; Li, L.Q.; Wu, L. An experimental study on laser spot welding of 304 stainless steel. Appl. Laser 2005, 25,
233-236.

Shah, A.; Kumar, A.; Ramkumar, J. Analysis of transient thermo-fluidic behavior of melt pool during spot laser welding of 304
stainless-steel. . Mater. Process. Technol. 2018, 256, 109-120. [CrossRef]

Wang, P.C.; Ewing, K.M. Effect of weld design on the fatigue strength of laser and resistance spot welded tubular T-joint for
automotive applications. Weld. J. 1994, 73, 209-217.

Sun, ].M.; Liu, X.Z.; Tong, Y.G.; Deng, D.A. A comparative study on welding temperature fields, residual stress distributions, and
deformations induced by laser beam welding and CO, gas arc welding. Mater. Des. 2014, 63, 519-530. [CrossRef]

Torkamany, M.].; Sabbaghzadeh, J.; Hamedi, M.]. Effect of laser welding mode on the microstructure and mechanical performance
of dissimilar laser spot welds between low carbon and austenitic stainless steels. Mater. Des. 2012, 34, 666—672. [CrossRef]
Yilbas, B.S.; Akhtar, S. Laser Welding of AISI 316 Steel: Microstructural and Stress Analysis. J. Manuf. Sci. Eng. 2013, 135, 922-926.
[CrossRef]

Saldi, Z.; Kidess, A.; Kenjeres, S.; Zhao, C.Y.; Richardson, I.M.; Kleijn, C.R. Effect of enhanced heat and mass transport and flow
reversal during cooldown on weld pool shapes in laser spot welding of steel. Int. |. Heat Mass Transf. 2013, 66, 879-888. [CrossRef]
Tadamalle, A.P; Reddy, Y.P; Ramjee, E. Influence of laser welding process parameters on weld pool geometry and duty cycle.
Adv. Prod. Eng. Manag. 2013, 8, 52-60. [CrossRef]


http://doi.org/10.1016/j.optlastec.2019.04.004
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmatprotec.2007.03.102
http://doi.org/10.1007/s11665-016-2250-x
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.optlastec.2012.11.030
http://doi.org/10.1007/s00170-019-04891-9
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.optlaseng.2016.10.005
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.matdes.2015.11.035
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.procir.2016.01.005
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.optlaseng.2017.08.001
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.matdes.2009.05.046
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmatprotec.2018.02.005
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.matdes.2014.06.057
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.matdes.2011.05.024
http://doi.org/10.1115/1.4024155
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijheatmasstransfer.2013.07.085
http://doi.org/10.14743/apem2013.1.153

Micromachines 2021, 12, 342 16 of 16

21.

22.

23.
24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.
39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

Jouvard, ].M.; Girard, K.; Perret, O. Keyhole formation and power deposition in Nd: YAG laser spot welding. J. Phys. D Appl.
Phys. 2001, 34, 2894-2901. [CrossRef]

Lippold, J.C. Solidification Behavior and Cracking Susceptibility of Pulsed-Laser Welds in Austenitic Stainless Steels. Weld. |.
1994, 73, 129-139.

Mys, I; Geiger, M. Use of pre-pulse in laser spot welding of materials with high optical reflection. Proc. SPIE 2003, 5063, 314-318.
Sibillano, T.; Ancona, A.; Rizzi, D.; Rodil, S.S.; Nieto, ].R.; Konuk, A.R.; Aarts, R.G.K.M.; Huis, A.J. Study on the correlation
between plasma electron temperature and penetration depth in laser welding processes. Phys. Procedia 2010, 5, 429-436. [CrossRef]
Seiji, K.; Naoki, S.; Masami, M.; Akira, M. X-ray transmission in-situ observation of keyhole during laser spot welding and
pulse-shaping for prevention of porosity. Process ICALEO 2001, 15, 1003-1011.

Mishra, S.; Debroy, T. A heat-transfer and fluid-flow-based model to obtain a specific weld geometry using various combinations
of welding variables. J. Appl. Phys. 2005, 98, 1-10. [CrossRef]

Kang, M.; Fedkiw, R.P; Liu, X.D. A boundary condition capturing method for multiphase Incompressible flow. J. Sci. Comput.
2000, 15, 323-360. [CrossRef]

Lee, J.Y.;; Ko, S.H.; Farson, D.E; Yoo, C.D. Mechanism of keyhole formation and stability in stationary laser welding. J. Phys. D
Appl. Phys. 2002, 35, 1570-1576. [CrossRef]

Yang, Y.S.; Lee, S.H. A study on the joining strength of laser spot welding for automotive applications. J. Mater. Process. Technol.
1999, 94, 151-156. [CrossRef]

Zhang, W.H.; Sun, D.Q.; Han, L.]J.; Liu, D.Y. Interfacial microstructure and mechanical property of resistance spot welded joint of
high strength steel and aluminium alloy with 4047 AlSi12 interlayer. Mater. Des. 2014, 57, 186-194. [CrossRef]

He, X.; Norris, ].T.; Fuerschbach, PW.; Debroy, T. Liquid metal expulsion during laser spot welding of 304 stainless steel. J. Phys.
D Appl. Phys. 2006, 39, 525-534. [CrossRef]

Lapsanska, H.; Chmelickova, H.; Hrabovsky, M. Effect of Beam Energy on Weld Geometric Characteristics in Nd: YAG Laser
Overlapping Spot Welding of Thin AISI 304 Stainless Steel Sheets. Metall. Mater. Trans. B 2010, 41, 1108-1115. [CrossRef]
Krahmer, D.M.; Polvorosa, R.; De Lacalle, L.L.; Alonso-Pinillos, U.; Abate, G.; Riu, F. Alternatives for Specimen Manufacturing in
Tensile Testing of Steel Plates. Exp. Tech. 2016, 40, 1555-1565. [CrossRef]

He, X.; Fuerschbach, PW.; Debroy, T. Heat transfer and fluid flow during laser spot welding of 304 stainless steel. ]. Phys. D Appl.
Phys. 2003, 36, 1388-1398. [CrossRef]

De, A.; Maiti, S.K.; Walsh, C.A.; Bhadeshia, H.K.D.H. Finite element simulation of laser spot welding. Sci. Technol. Weld. Join.
2003, 8, 377-384. [CrossRef]

He, X.; Debroy, T.; Fuerschbach, P.W. Probing temperature during laser spot welding from vapor composition and modeling. J.
Appl. Phys. 2003, 94, 6949-6958. [CrossRef]

Huang, B.; Chen, X; Pang, S.Y.; Hu, R.Z. A three-dimensional model of coupling dynamics of keyhole and weld pool during
electron beam welding. Int. ]. Heat Mass Transf. 2017, 115, 159-173. [CrossRef]

Eggers, J. Nonlinear dynamics and breakup of free-surface flows. Rev. Mod. Phys. 1997, 69, 865-929. [CrossRef]

Rai, R.; DebRoy, T. Tailoring weld geometry during keyhole mode laser welding using a genetic algorithm and a heat transfer
model. J. Phys. D Appl. Phys. 2006, 39, 1257-1266. [CrossRef]

Zhou, J.; Tsai, H.L.; Lehnhoff, T.F. Investigation of transport phenomena and defect formation in pulsed laser keyhole welding of
zinc-coated steels. J. Phys. D Appl. Phys. 2006, 39, 5338-5355. [CrossRef]

Pang, S.Y.; Chen, X.; Zhou, ].X,; Shao, X.Y.; Gong, S.L.; Xiao, ].Z. Dynamics of vapor plume in transient keyhole during laser
welding of stainless steel: Local evaporation, plume swing and gas entrapment into porosity. Opt. Lasers Eng. 2016, 82, 28—40.
[CrossRef]

Pang, S.Y.; Chen, L.L.; Zhou, J.X,; Yin, Y.J.; Chen, T. A three-dimensional sharp interface model for self-consistent keyhole and
weld pool dynamics in deep penetration laser welding. J. Phys. D Appl. Phys. 2011, 44, 025301. [CrossRef]

Pang, S.Y.; Chen, W.D.; Zhou, J.X,; Liao, D.M. Self-consistent modeling of keyhole and weld pool dynamics in tandem dual beam
laser welding of aluminum alloy. J. Mater. Process. Technol. 2015, 217, 131-143. [CrossRef]

Pang, S.Y,; Hirano, K.; Fabbro, R.; Jiang, T. Explanation of penetration depth variation during laser welding under variable
ambient pressure. . Laser Appl. 2015, 27, 022007. [CrossRef]

Fabbro, R.; Hirano, K.; Pang, S. Analysis of the physical processes occurring during deep penetration laser welding under reduced
pressure. J. Laser Appl. 2016, 28, 022427. [CrossRef]

Hirano, K.; Fabbro, R.; Muller, M. Experimental determination of temperature threshold for melt surface deformation during
laser interaction on iron at atmospheric pressure. J. Phys. D Appl. Phys. 2011, 44, 435402. [CrossRef]

Hu, R; Pang, S.; Chen, X,; Liang, L.; Shao, X. An octree-based adaptive mesh refinement method for three-dimensional modeling
of keyhole mode laser welding. Int. ]. Heat Mass Transf. 2017, 115, 258-263. [CrossRef]


http://doi.org/10.1088/0022-3727/34/18/324
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.phpro.2010.08.070
http://doi.org/10.1063/1.2001153
http://doi.org/10.1023/A:1011178417620
http://doi.org/10.1088/0022-3727/35/13/320
http://doi.org/10.1016/S0924-0136(99)00094-1
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.matdes.2013.12.045
http://doi.org/10.1088/0022-3727/39/3/016
http://doi.org/10.1007/s11663-010-9399-8
http://doi.org/10.1007/s40799-016-0134-5
http://doi.org/10.1088/0022-3727/36/12/306
http://doi.org/10.1179/136217103225005570
http://doi.org/10.1063/1.1622118
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijheatmasstransfer.2017.08.010
http://doi.org/10.1103/RevModPhys.69.865
http://doi.org/10.1088/0022-3727/39/6/037
http://doi.org/10.1088/0022-3727/39/24/036
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.optlaseng.2016.01.019
http://doi.org/10.1088/0022-3727/44/2/025301
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmatprotec.2014.11.013
http://doi.org/10.2351/1.4913455
http://doi.org/10.2351/1.4944002
http://doi.org/10.1088/0022-3727/44/43/435402
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijheatmasstransfer.2017.07.061

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Experiments 
	Numerical Simulation 

	Results and Discussion 
	Experimental Results 
	Simulation Results 
	Mechanism of the Difference in Weld Depth under Different Waveforms 
	Effective Optimization of the Laser Pulse Waveform 

	Conclusions 
	
	Governing Equations 
	Boundary Conditions 
	Simulation Parameters 

	References

