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We introduced this Special Issue entitled “Challenges and Prospects of Sustainability
in the Context of Global Health”, published by MDPI, about two years ago with the
following excerpt:

“The global health challenges are numerous and complex and concern the common
problems of all people on the planet. Global warming, global divisions, and global security
are considered to be of strategic importance, as they represent a generational challenge
for sustainable development and future generations’ health. Numerous global health
challenges are interrelated, such as global warming and natural and human-made disasters,
floods, drinking water shortages, and deforestation, contributing to the loss of demographic
balance, economic divisions, forced migration, poverty, and hunger endangering entire
populations. At the same time, in the analysis of global health problems and challenges,
there is a well-known rule that is expressed as a ratio of 10/90 and which represents a
considerable limitation in overcoming global health problems: ninety percent of financial
resources are directed to improving the health of only ten percent of the world’s population.
The burden of not only contagious but also chronic non-communicable diseases and injuries
affects the poorest countries in the world”.

We are grateful for the ten contributions published, which came from all over the globe
and mark key issues in our global future. In a globalized world, there are no isolated places;
problems and solutions transcend national borders, require international cooperation, and
lead to a growing interconnectedness of countries. Global health is an area for study,
research, and practice that places a priority on improving health and achieving equity in
health for all people worldwide. It emphasizes transnational health issues, determinants,
and solutions; it involves many disciplines within and beyond the health sciences; and it is
a synthesis of population-based prevention with the efficient provision of individual-level
clinical care [1].

Today, the Sustainable Development Goals [2] are a cornerstone for a minimum set of
standards in moving toward global equity in health services delivery, and leadership in
global health issues encompasses all levels of society.

Global health requires cooperation, coordination, and opportunities to exchange ideas
and learn from experiences and examples of good practice. The goal is to develop joint
action that will protect and improve the health of all people in the world. It is an extensive
multi-sectoral area that connects the main areas of development policy, humanitarian aid,
research and health, trade, and international policy; the ultimate goal is global health
justice [2]. Today, health has become a global priority, resulting from undoubted scientific
evidence on the connection between health and economic development.

Donchin et al. (2024) show the implementation of the United Nation’s Sustainable De-
velopment Goals in the framework of the Healthy City Network in Israel. Streifeneder et al.
(2024) provide—based on experience in Austria—an instrument for sustainable pandemic
management, the Vulnerability Assessment Index, with one created for each Austrian
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municipality. Another key problem is investigated by Ou et al. (2023) shedding light
on the positive and negative consequences of trade openness with regard to increasing
environmental pollution and its negative impact on population health. Mone et al. (2023)
complements the following publications in this collection by identifying barriers experi-
enced by children in Albania in accessing health care services, and Cvjetkovic et al. (2022)
identify the key role of societal distrust in five countries of the western Balkans, deter-
mined by different factors in each of the five populations. Nitzan et al. (2023) focus on
one of the most important sequelae of armed conflict and, notably, the climate, i.e., food
shortage. The foundation of the FOR (Food System, One Health, and Resilience) approach
provides a solution. Pattanshetty et al. (2023) analyze the role of health diplomacy in
protecting the health of non-belligerents, referring to the ongoing conflict in Sudan. An
early mind-changer is “the creation of standardized, impactful, evidence-based curricula
and resources addressing climate change and health issues in schools”, as Ramadani et al.
(2023) underline. Khanal et al. (2023) point to the insufficient analysis of the interlinkage
between health equity and climate change and the fragmented policy process in this regard.

Finally, Professor Tit Albreht (2023)from Slovenia, President (elect) of the European
Public Health Association (EUPHA), set the tone when he wrote the following: “The
COVID-19 pandemic deepened challenges and opened new fronts. . . Apart from the pre-
existing problems, we are now also facing new military conflicts, interrupted supply chains,
even in medicines supplies, as well as the worsening of climate change. . .resistance to
proven public health interventions”.

It cannot be overstated how important it is to introduce global health issues into
medical and public health curricula, considering the critical status of our planet. These
issues at stake must be analyzed from epidemiological, sociological, and medical points of
view [3].
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