World Electric

Vehicle Journal

Article

Optimal Electric Vehicle Fleet Charging Management with a
Frequency Regulation Service

Yassir Dahmane ''*, Raphaél Chenouard *, Malek Ghanes !

check for
updates

Citation: Dahmane, Y.; Chenouard,
R.; Ghanes, M.; Alvarado Ruiz, M.
Optimal Electric Vehicle Fleet
Charging Management with a
Frequency Regulation Service. World
Electr. Veh. ]. 2023, 14, 152. https://
doi.org/10.3390/wevj14060152

Academic Editors: Danial Karimi and

Amin Hajizadeh

Received: 13 April 2023
Revised: 22 May 2023
Accepted: 6 June 2023
Published: 9 June 2023

Copyright: © 2023 by the authors.
Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland.
This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY) license (https://
creativecommons.org/licenses /by /
4.0/).

and Mario Alvarado Ruiz 2

1 LS2N, CNRS, Ecole Centrale Nantes, Nantes Université, UMR 6004, 44321 Nantes, France;
yassir.dahmane@envision-digital.com (Y.D.); malek.ghanes@ls2n.fr (M.G.)

Renault Group Technocentre Guyancourt, 78288 Guyancourt, France; mario.alvarado-ruiz@renault.com
Correspondence: raphael.chenouard@ls2n.fr

t Current address: Envision Digital, 92400 Courbevoie, France.

Abstract: Electric vehicles are able to provide immediate power through the vehicle-to-grid function,
and they can adjust their charging power level when in the grid-to-vehicle mode. This allows them to
provide ancillary services such as frequency control. Their batteries differ from conventional energy
storage systems in that the owner’s energy requirement constraint must be met when the vehicles
participate in a frequency control system. An optimization problem was defined by considering both
the owner satisfaction and frequency control performance. The main contribution of the proposed
paper, compared to the literature, are (1) to keep the total available energy stored in the batteries
connected to a charging station in an optimal region that favors the frequency regulation capability
of the station and the proposed QoS and (2) to consider the optimal region bounded by the efficiency
thresholds of the charger to allow for maximum regulation power. The problem is expressed as a
multi-criteria optimization problem with time-dependent references. The paper presents an energy
management strategy for frequency control, describes a concept of an optimal time-dependent state
of charge for electric vehicle charging demands, and considers the power dependence of the electric
vehicle charger efficiency. Finally, the simulation results are presented via Matlab/Simulink to prove
the effectiveness of the proposed algorithm.

Keywords: electric vehicles; smart charging; frequency regulation; maximum regulation power

1. Introduction

Electric vehicles (EVs) can help improve the quality of the power grid by participating
in ancillary services such as valley filling, reactive power compensations, voltage drops,
and frequency regulation. The massive integration of vehicle-to-grid (V2G) functionality in
the EVs’ charger will make EVs flexible with connected energy resources. In addition, the
fast response of EVs and the high-power density of lithium batteries make EVs suitable for
frequency regulation [1-3].

The problem of charging EVs with a frequency control service has been the subject of
several studies. The EV charging problem, which considers frequency regulation with a
control theory has been, for example, addressed in [4-11]. Others, such as [1,12-16] use the
optimization approach to find the optimal charging power. Other methods based on fuzzy
logic, deep reinforcement learning, and priority models have been used in [17-20].

To solve the problem of frequency-controlled EV charging, several considerations
must be taken into account. The objective of keeping the operational capacity limit in
the optimal region—where the up-regulation power is at the maximum and the down-
regulation power is also at the maximum—is considered in [14,16], whereas [13,15] did not
consider this aspect. Furthermore, refs. [14,15] considered a constant value for the upward
power control, as well as for the downward power control of the EV. Therefore, they did
not take into account the dependence of the regulation capacity on the up and down state
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in the charge of the battery (SoC). In addition, addressing the expectations of EV owners’ is
a major challenge in this area. In [13,14,16,21], the user satisfaction was taken into account,
while this point was completely ignored in [22,23]. Ignoring this aspect could discourage
EV owners from participating in ancillary services.

Many studies have considered a large number of EV's participating in ancillary services.
In [14], the study was conducted with a large number of EVs, equal to 100,000, while [1]
assumes the use of 1000 EVs in the simulation, and [6] sets the total number of EVs involved
in the simulation of the frequency control algorithm to 500. The focus of this paper is to
investigate the feasibility of providing a frequency control service with a small number
of EVs. Therefore, in all simulations, the maximum number of EVs is 20. In addition,
refs. [14,16] used an assigned symmetric disturbance signal that simplified the problem of
achieving the SoC objective and maintained the problem of the control capacity. Moreover,
refs. [6,14] considered an equally likely distribution of the number of EVs in each SoC
category (low, medium, and high).

Most of the research using the [14,16] optimization approach set a strict equality con-
straint in their optimization models. Equalities are harder to satisfy exactly, and they are not
compatible with all solvers. One modeling trick is to reformulate each equality as two in-
equalities, but this increases the number of constraints and thus the size of the problem [12].
Accordingly, only inequality constraints are used in the proposed optimization model.

In control theory, the perturbation is distributed uniformly among the EVs. In the
case of a small disturbance and a high number of controlled EVs, each EV with small
power fluctuations will participate in frequency regulation to maintain the SoC without
considering the poor efficiency of the charger in low-power regions. However, according
to [22], the charger is designed to operate more efficiently closer to the maximum power
levels. In the same context, refs. [13,22] study the effect of charger efficiency on the tracking
accuracy of the spurious signal and assume that, without considering the dependence of
charger efficiency on power, the tracking error increases.

Charger efficiency constraint: To our best knowledge, none of the existing work takes
into account the dependence of charger efficiency on power. Almost all studies assume
a constant charger efficiency in the range [0.8,1]. Some of them do not use a discharge
efficiency or assume a perfect charger with unit efficiency.

In an EV charging management, the available energy provides information about the
accumulation of energy to charge the EV. Thus, the energy provides a kind of future energy-
usage possibility, such as the maximum charging and discharging rates, as well as the
energy remaining to reach full capacity or full discharge. However, energy cannot convey
long-term knowledge about the state of the EV or its history, but it does provide short-term
information. Combining two heterogeneous physical quantities, such as energy and power,
in the same objective function provides a global vision of the charging management of the
EV fleet in both the long and short term, as well as in its past, present, and future. This
model allows solving the optimization planning problem as a moment problem. Thus, the
scheduling problem, whose solution is hard in terms of computational time and memory
consumption, will be replaced by an instantaneous dispatching problem, whose solution is
simple and fast. The added value in this model allows us to reduce the execution time; thus,
we can tackle real-time problems such as frequency regulation for the coordinated charging
of electric vehicles, as well as reducing the time step as much as the desired accuracy.

The main contribution of this paper, compared to the previously investigated literature,
is to propose an optimal EV fleet charging management system that takes into account
the power dependence of charger efficiencies, and which extends our previous work [20]
(which is significantly improved upon) to the case of bidirectional charging. In detail, the
contributions highlighting the proposed strategy are to

*  Maximize the regulatory reserve by using an EV charging algorithm based on preven-
tive actions, replacing the planning problem with one on the fly;

*  Avoid the use of hard constraints, as well as reducing the number of decision variables
and the number of constraints to reduce computation time and memory usage;
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¢  Take into account the efficiency of the charger and its dependence on power and
therefore maximizing charging efficiency;

e  Take into account the SoC and temperature dependence of regulation capacity and
keeping the total regulation capacity in the optimal zone;

*  Control the bi-directional charging of EVs (V2G), taking into account both the power
demand of the grid operator and the satisfaction of the SoC target of the EVs’ users.

The remaining sections of the paper are structured as follows: In Section 2, the op-
timization problem modeling is detailed. The simulation results of the control strategy
are presented in Section 3. Finally, in Section 4, the paper conclusion and future works
are discussed.

2. Optimization Problem Modeling

In this paper, we formulate the EV charging problem as a power dispatch problem
and consider two distinct cases:

* Case 1 (namely P1): the standard power dispatch problem with a frequency distur-
bance. In this context, the main goal is to charge EVs, but the idea is to also keep a
regulation capability of up and down, i.e., to keep EVs in an optimal region to be able
to better face the second case;

*  (Case 2 (namely P2): the frequency regulation problem with a power request from or to
the power grid. The main goal, then, becomes to answer this power demand emerging
from the power grid, while trying to consider EVs charging expectations.

In P1, the problem is expressed as a general quadratic optimization problem, where
the objective function aggregates two criteria:

Fi = w1 C 4+ w2 C3 1)

The criterion C; computes the sum of gaps between an energy target and the energy in
EV batteries at each time step. This target is determined by considering the optimal region
to obtain the best regulation capability (up and down) as depicted on Figure 1.

Ney . ref
Ci=(Ei1+ Y, PIAt) —E @)
j=1

where E; is calculated by the given Equation (3):

& i :
E = Z% SoC; -E, ,, - SoH 3)
]:

Eimf is tracked to maintain the regulation capacity at the maximal value and is com-
puted (considering Figure 1 optimal region) as follows:

Eef = W gocref El o 4
i —Z%S"Ci “Epgyy - S0 (4)
]:

As shown by the example of Figure 1, the best tradeoff between charging and discharg-
ing capability is at a SoC of 0.5 with a maximal charging power of 80 kW and a discharging
power of —80 kW. The optimal region is defined between a SoC of 0.4 and a SoC of 0.6,
where both charging and discharging powers stay high. In these conditions, EVs can be
managed in a flexible way to 1. charge their batteries and 2. answer a power demand from

or to the grid. In order to give a priority to the charging of EVs, the optimal SoC (SoCl-ref )

may be set over 0.5. In our benchmark, we set SoCire)f to 0.6.
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Figure 1. Optimal capability region for charging or discharging lithium—ion batteries, depending on

their SoC.

At the global EV fleet level, the global strategy has to consider various subtleties to
deal with conflicting objectives, such that the SoC of EVs is maximized at the end of the
day. The total available energy stays in an optimal region and obtains the best response for

a frequency regulation demand, as is illustrated on Figure 2.
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EV customer
satisfaction

Soclarget

To the best
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Figure 2. An illustration of two conflicting objectives.

A frequency deviation and its duration are unpredictable when considering the plan-
ning horizon of a day. Then, the EV fleet must be able, at any moment, to face any
disturbances in the power grid, but must be able of taking into account two opposing
criteria for each EV:

To charge its battery in order to obtain a high SoC to meet the EV owner needs (>0.7);
To keep the SoC within an optimal range to improve the capability of the fleet to
answer a frequency control request (>0.4 and <0.6).

This strategy allows a better power management for the EV fleet charging and a quick

response to the power request in case of a frequency deviation.

Then, the purpose of the criterion C; is to keep the EV charging, such that the total
power approaches Piref ; thus, the total available energy stored in the EVs increases gradually
to the maximal capacity of the EVs’ battery by the end of the day (cf. Figure 3). The strategy
of increasing the EVs’ SoC at the end of the day is fully justified because of high-power
demands during the peak period between 6 PM and 10 PM. Thus, there is a necessity to

discharge EVs for the relief of the power grid.

Ney Vi ref
C=(Y P)-P ()
j=1



World Electr. Veh. ]. 2023, 14, 152

50f13

Piref is defined as the average power that must be used to reach ES##7#i0" at the end of

the day, with a total station opening time of t,, hours. The detailed expression of Pl.ref is
given in the following equations:

turati Ney limit j i
saturation __ imit . ]
E =Y SoC Byt - SOH ©)
j=1
El(emain — Esaturation _ Ei (7)
remain
ref E;
P = lti (8)
op
2800
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Figure 3. Example of a reference energy and actual energy in the scope of a day.

P1 aims to prepare the EV fleet to respond to any power request by keeping the average
SoC of the EV fleet in the optimal region and by charging the EVs that have a higher priority.
However, the main goal of P2 is to minimize the error between the requested power and
the used charging power, as well as to maximize the charging efficiency of the fleet.

When there is a power request, P2 is activated and the optimization problem is
expressed as a multi-criteria minimization:

F = w3C3 + wyCy )

The purpose of criterion Cj is to offer the best answer to the power request by mini-
mizing the tracking error, i.e., P — Prequest;

ey J request
C3:(ZPI-)—P1- (10)
j=1

Criterion Cy4 take into account the chargers’ efficiency to minimize the losses related to
this component.

Nev . ;
Ca= ), P(1=n(P) 1)
j=1
P1 and P2 have a different objective function, but they are subjected to the same set of
constraints related to physical limits or operational constraints.
The amount of power used to charge or discharge a battery that is bounded is defined
in (12):

J /
e (12)
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The definition of C{ and D{ is given by the following equations:

J_ o
Ci—si-zx

jub - pjmax+
A Pi

i jlb pjmax—
Dl =] ol B

jomax+ . ] / j
P/ = mm(Pcth_/Pchurggr+/Pi,Bat+)
jmax— j j j
P/ = max(Py e s Poyarger—r Pipar—)
joub b ined i i :
s;, /", and a;" are defined in the Equations (15)-(17) as follows:

pluged-in

] L
S. =
' { 0, pluged-out

. II
O;

SoCl < 0.9
SoCl > 0.9

SoCl > 0.2
SoCl < 0.2

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

To avoid overloading the transformers, a maximal power limits the sum of power that
is dispatched to EVs for each time slot:

Ngy

Y Pl < Pt (18)
j=1

The SoC of EVs is dynamically evaluated through the following equations:

In charging mode: Pij >0
. (PP At
= SoC{ 4 M
E} i - SoHI
. (19)
In discharging mode: Pi] <0

(P//y(P])) - At

]' .
Ebutt - SoH!

SOC?H

SoCl,, = SoCl +

For the sake of simplicity, the joule heat generation is considered as evenly distributed.
As a consequence, the temperature in battery cells is also considered well distributed. Then,
for the estimation of the temperature, a first-order equation is used:

=T +—(P, ., +P ) (20)

T . o
i ~j joule,1 convective,i
mlCy

i+1

To compute the joule power, a linear approximation is used:

pl

joule,i

— K x P Vi,Vj (21)

The Newton law is applied for computation of the convective power:

. J _ Tout

P] _ Ti Tl

convective,i ~ R]'
th_out

i=1,.,N (22)
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The presented results were obtained with the MATLAB optimization toolbox when
using fmincon with an Intel Core i7 CPU @ 2.70GHz.

3. Simulations and Results

The parameters used for the simulations are summarized in Table 1. The default
full-rate power for the charging stations was 22 kW.

Table 1. EV parameters used for simulations

Parameters Value
Sampling time 5 min
Maximum number of EVs 20
Battery capacity 60 kWh
Starting SoC [0.1,0.6]
Desired SoC [0.3,0.9]
Maximum /minimum SoC 0.9/0.2

3.1. Impacts of the Charger Efficiency

The charger efficiency can have a significant impact on the amount of energy put in
batteries. Approximating the efficiency with a constant value may lead to a low accuracy
in the results, as shown in Figure 4, with variations ranging from 0.72 to 0.96 percent. The
fixed arrival and departure times (see Table 2), with a constant number of EVs, were used
to focus on the tracking errors related to the proposed strategy.

The dependence of charger efficiency on power

0.95

0.9

Efficiency
o
2}
a

0.8

0.75

0.7 . . I I .
-30 -20 -10 0 10 20 30
Power [kW]

Figure 4. EV charger efficiency.

Table 2. Simulation parameters of EVs in Section 3.1.

Parameters Time (h)
Arrival times 8h
Departure times 18 h

Figure 5 shows the results obtained on a scenario with a frequency regulation between
8:00 to 18:00. In this case, P2 was used, and multiple charging and discharging decisions
were applied, thus increasing the energy transfers between the power grid and the EVs. By
using efficiency as a function of power (see Figure 4), the tracking error is much smaller
compared to a fixed efficiency (around the kilowatt threshold). In the first case with a
constant efficiency, the tracking error is at the order of magnitude of kW when compared to
the varying efficiency scenario where it falls down to the order of magnitude of W.
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Figure 5. Frequency regulation (FR) signal, and the impact of charger efficiency response errors.

3.2. Impacts of the Number of EVs

Figure 6 shows a comparison of two scenarios for the same power request (the param-
eters are summarized in Table 3. In the first case (blue line), the number of EVs is constant,
whereas in the more realistic second case (yellow line), it varies with all arrivals between
8:00 to 10:00 and with the departures between 15:00 and 18:00. In the first case, tracking
errors are low, whereas in the second case, it becomes more significant as the number of
EVs is low. This is due to the low-regulation capacity when fewer EVs are available at the
charging station. As shown in Figure 6, the tracking error is close to zero when the number
of EVs is greater than ten. Then, the EVs offer a high-regulation reserve. In such a scenario,
the charging station cannot ensure a regulation request with a low number of EVs and
another energy storage solution should be considered to compensate for the lack of EVs in
certain periods of the day.

Table 3. Simulation parameters of the EVs in Section 3.2.

Parameters Time (h)
Arrival times N(9,05)
Departure times N(17,0.5)

3.3. Impact of Long Frequency Drops and the Maximum Charging Rate

A power plant shutdown or failure may lead to high-frequency drops for a long period
of time. This critical situation may lead to a blackout on the power network. The simulation
detailed in this subsection shows how EVs can play a crucial role in supporting the power
grid. Two scenarios were investigated with a fixed number of available EVs. The first one
considered a full power rate of 22 kW, whereas in the second scenario, each EV selected a
random maximal power rate from 3.2,7.4,11, and 22. In the charging station, the charging
points had the following ratios: 30%, 30%, 20%, and 20%, respectively.

As shown on Figure 7, the EVs were charged until 14:00—where a high-frequency
drop occurred. In both scenarios, the power request could not be met until the end, but in
both cases support was offered for most of the duration.
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Figure 6. FR signal, response error, and EV availability.
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Figure 7. FR signal, response error, and EV availability.

The SoC evolution of the EVs is illustrated in Figure 8 for the first scenario and in
Figure 9 for the second one. We can see that the constraints for the minimal SoC threshold
are active at the end of the two scenarios and that the tracking errors increase from this
moment since no more energy can be taken from EVs.

In the first scenario and before some EVs reached the minimal SoC threshold, the
discharge rate was homogeneously divided between all of the EVs. After that event, the
slopes of the remaining EVs changed, i.e., the slops went up to the maximal discharge
power rate but only for a short period after which all EVs reached the minimal SoC of
0.2. In the second scenario, the maximal discharging power constraint acted to limit the
discharging rate. Some EVs were no longer able to supply the grid around 15:45 and the
tracking error became sensitive sooner than in the first scenario. However, the supply of
the grid was provided until the end, even if it was only for a small amount and even if the
decrease in the grid support was smoother.
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Figure 8. The SoC evolution of every EV in the charging station for a full power rate of 22 kW.
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Figure 9. The SoC evolution of each EV in the charging station at a reduced power rate.

3.4. Discussions about EV Usage in the Frequency Regulation Market

Previous results show the good behavior of fleets of EVs in terms of participating in
frequency regulation. This is even the case with a relatively low number of EVs as the
relevant charging strategy maintains their SoC in an optimal region. The ancillary services
market is mainly divided into a primary reserve and a secondary reserve, which require
different condition to satisfy. These conditions are, in general, specific to each country, but
the most common conditions are presented in Table 4.

From the previous results and Table 4, participation with the primary reserve can be
ensured by EVs. However, a station should better contain a limited number of charging
points, but with a high-charging rate in order to be able to attain the minimum limit of
1MW. The uncertainties about the availability of EVs (arrival and departure times) and
their number are not the main issue since the major constraint is the minimum contracted
reserve. The duration of the primary reserve activation is 15 min. Since EVs charge for a
longer period, the charging station can easily interrupt the charging to satisfy the primary
reserve requirements and can resume the charging afterward. This short interruption may
not significantly reduce the satisfaction of EV owners in terms of obtaining the expected
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SoC when leaving at the departure time. In the case of a V2G support, the action may
contribute to owners while compensating the extra cycling of the battery.

Table 4. General condition of the primary and secondary reserves [24].

Primary Reserve Secondary Reserve
Dvnamic of activation 50% within 15 s and 100% of the  100% of the reserve activated
y reserve enabled within 30 s within 5 min

unlimited during the duration of
the contract

Minimum power 1MW 5 MW

Duration of activation Maximum of 15 min

Power direction Negative AND Positive Negative OR Positive

The case of secondary reserve participation requires a greater capacity than for the
primary reserve, mainly because of the longer activation time. Thus, it is better to consider
charging stations with a high number of charging points, as well as high-attendance
rates with long periods of EVs availability. Depending on the spatial organization of the
power network, small charging stations that are close enough can be grouped on the same
aggregator to build a virtual station that meet the requirements for secondary reserve
participation. In this context, the mix of slow- and fast-charging points is not an issue as
demonstrated by our results.

4. Conclusions

This work addresses the possibility of using EVs for the ancillary services related to
frequency regulation. This paper describes a strategy to manage EVs to be able to participate
in a frequency regulation, as well as in meeting EV owners’ expectations. This strategy is
implemented as two optimization problems. The first one addresses the normal situation
without any frequency deviation and tries to enforce a maximum-power availability. A
SoC target (0.6%) for regulation was defined for the EVs, such that the EVs in this region
can better answer any kind of frequency regulation. This criterion is combined with the
SoC target defined by EVs owners to satisfy both criteria at the same time. The second
optimization problem is used when a frequency regulation request occurs. In this scenario,
the objective is also composed of two criteria to be minimized at the same time: the tracking
error with the power request and the losses relating to charger efficiencies.

Several simulations were presented to highlight the impact of the charger efficiency,
the number of available EVs, and the duration of the frequency regulation request. Most
existing works focus on a high number of EVs, but—as we show in this paper—even with
as low as 20 EVs, good behavior can be observed in most cases. Thus, this paper discusses
the position of EV charging stations for primary and secondary reserve participation.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, Y.D., M.G. and R.C.; methodology, Y.D. and R.C.; software,
Y.D.; validation, Y.D., M.G. and M.A R,; writing—original draft preparation, Y.D.; writing—review
and editing, R.C. and M.G.; visualization, Y.D.; supervision, M.G. and M.A.R.; All authors have read
and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research was funded by the chair between Renault Group and Ecole Centrale de
Nantes regarding the performances of electric vehicle propulsion.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest. Mario Alvarado Ruiz is employee
of Renault Group Technocentre Guyancourt. The paper reflects the views of the scientists, and not
the company.



World Electr. Veh. ]. 2023, 14, 152

12 0f13

Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used in this manuscript:

w1, Wo, W3, Wy Weighting factors

E; Total available energy stored in the EVs
Nty Number of EVs

Pl.] Charging power of the j-th EV at time i
At Sampling time

El.mf ‘ Energy reference at time i

Son State of charge of the j-th EV in time step i
E{} att Battery capacity of the j-th EV

SoH/ State of health of the j-th EV’ battery
SoCl.mf SoC reference at time i

P Power reference at time i

saturation Energy threshold of the charging station
SoClimit Maximum SoC limit

Eremain Remaining energy before reaching

Esatumtion

time i

top Station opening hours
Pir equest Power request at time i
n Charger efficiency
C{ , D{ Power upper/lower bound of the j-th EV during time step i
sﬁ] State of the j-th EV at time i
aé’ub, ucf’lb Binary variables depending on the SoC of the j-th EV at time i
Pij‘ mat Plj A Maximal authorized charging/discharging rate for j-th EV at time step i
Péh Pt Pgh pt— Maximum charging/discharging power of the charging point of the j-th EV
Péh arger+7 .P({h arger— Maximum power of the j-th charger in charging or discharging mode
P{; At i Pé at—i Maximum accepted/delivered battery’s power of the j-th EV at time i
depending on the SoC and the battery’s temperature
Piotar Maximum transformer power of the charging station
mi Mass of the j-th EV battery
CL Specific heat coefficient of the j-th EV battery
TIJ Temperature of the j-th EV battery at time i
P]! oule i Power dissipated by the joule effect of the j-th EV battery at time i
i Power heat transfer between the battery and the outside of the j-th EV battery
convective,i at time i
K Thermal factor depending on the thermal inertia of the j-th EV battery
Tout Outside temperature at time i
R{Lh out Heat convection coefficient between the j-th EV battery and outside
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