
Table S3. Quality Assessment of Case-Control Studies 
Study Was the 

research 
question 
or 
objective 
in this 
paper 
clearly 
stated 
and 
appropria
te? 

Was the 
study 
populati
on 
clearly 
specifie
d and 
defined
? 

Did the 
authors 
include a 
sample 
size 
justificati
on? 

Were 
controls 
selected 
or 
recruited 
from the 
same or 
similar 
populatio
n that 
gave rise 
to the 
cases 
(includin
g the 
same 
timefram
e)? 

Were the 
definition
s, 
inclusion 
and 
exclusion 
criteria, 
algorithm
s or 
processes 
used to 
identify 
or select 
cases and 
controls 
valid, 
reliable, 
and 
implemen
ted 
consistent
ly across 
all study 
participan
ts? 

Were the 
cases 
clearly 
defined 
and 
differentia
ted from 
controls? 

If less 
than 
100 
percent 
of 
eligible 
cases 
and/or 
control
s were 
selecte
d for 
the 
study, 
were 
the 
cases 
and/or 
control
s 
random
ly 
selecte
d from 
those 
eligible
? 

Was 
there 
use of 
concurr
ent 
controls
? 

Were the 
investigat
ors able to 
confirm 
that the 
exposure/r
isk 
occurred 
prior to 
the 
developm
ent of the 
condition 
or event 
that 
defined a 
participant 
as a case? 

Were the 
measures 
of 
exposure/r
isk clearly 
defined, 
valid, 
reliable, 
and 
implement
ed 
consistentl
y 
(including 
the same 
time 
period) 
across all 
study 
participant
s? 

Were the 
assessors 
of 
exposure/r
isk 
blinded to 
the case or 
control 
status of 
participant
s? 

Were key 
potential 
confoundi
ng 
variables 
measured 
and 
adjusted 
statisticall
y in the 
analyses? 
If 
matching 
was used, 
did the 
investigat
ors 
account 
for 
matching 
during 
study 
analysis? 

Over
all 
score 

Pinto et 
al. 

Yes 
 

Yes No Yes No No No No Yes Yes No Yes 6/12 

Handisur
ya et al.  

Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Na* No Yes Yes No Yes 7/12 

 

 

 


