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Abstract: The power system of wind farms is generally characterized by a weak grid, in which
voltages may be heavily distorted and imbalanced, challenging the control scheme of wind-power
converters that must be impervious to such disturbances. The control scheme in the stationary natural
abc-frame has shown good performance under non-ideal voltage conditions, and then this paper
proposes to analyze the operational performance of a wind-power system based on a permanent
magnet synchronous generator subject to non-ideal conditions of the grid voltage, with its control
scheme devised in the abc-reference frame. The proposed control scheme considers the torque control
decoupling the flux and torque for the generator-side, showing the possibility to implement the
machine torque control, without any coordinates transformation using a closed loop dot-product
approach, between the field flux and stator currents. For the grid-side converter, the load current
compensation is proposed, using the load current decomposition and conservative power theory
(CPT), improving the grid power quality. The simulation results estimate the performance of the
grid-side control under distorted and asymmetrical voltages, and the generator-side control against
torque disturbances due to wind speed variation. Finally, experimental results in a small-scale test
bench validate the proposed control scheme in injecting active and reactive power into the grid, and
the torque control under wind speed variation.

Keywords: abc-frame control; distributed generation system; permanent magnet synchronous generator;
torque control; wind-power system

1. Introduction

The steady growing of the penetration of distributed generators (DGs) over low-
voltage distribution networks is the effect of global electric power demand allied to the
deliberate effort of politics to expand the power generation from renewables. Wind-power
systems are also connected close to the end-users in a distributed generation approach,
in which commercial, industrial, agricultural, and community sites are examples of such
applications, whose wind turbines range from 1 kW to 600 kW [1]. The heavy generation of
active power into the grid gradually raises the voltage level, causes reverse power flowing,
and may impair the voltage quality (i.e., distortion and asymmetry), which challenges the
grid-tied wind-power converters.

The typical condition of a weak power grid in wind farms and low-voltage microgrids
accentuates the undesired current circulation in the network, which in turn may cause
torque oscillation in the generator shaft, a reduction in efficiency, overheating in the genera-
tor’s windings, and the shortening of the expected lifetime of the generator itself and the
converter´s electrolytic capacitor due to DC voltage oscillation created by imbalance. So, it
is expected from the grid-tied inverters’ proper dynamic stiffness regarding the rejection
of disturbances coming from both the load current and the grid voltage, and multifunc-
tionalities, in order to mitigate the unwanted current terms (i.e., reactive, harmonic and
imbalance) drawn by the non-linear loads.
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The variable-speed wind energy conversion system (WECS) based on the permanent
magnet synchronous generator (PMSG) has drawn the attention of industry for small-scale
wind power generation in a low-voltage network because it shows higher power density
besides greater reliability due to the absence of precision gears and brushes compared to
other technologies [2]. The common configuration of a PMSG-based wind turbine feeding a
grid-tied inverter is composed of a synchronous generator and a back-to-back power converter
that exchanges power between the generator and the grid sides. The back-to-back converter
comprises a generator-side converter that regulates the delivery of wind-turbine power and a
grid-side converter that regulates the DC-link voltage coupling both converter sides [3].

The typical implementation of torque control in synchronous machines regulates
the magnitude and phase of the stator current using a flux-oriented control [4]. It can
be achieved through several different control methods, including (1) the regulation of
the direct (isd) and quadrature (isq) stator current sensing the absolute rotor position [4];
(2) speed sensorless control schemes [5]; (3) direct torque and direct power control (DTC) [6];
and (4) phase-voltage oriented control, without using a rotor position sensor or sensorless
estimator [7]. The first method consists in converting current commands in the rotor
reference frame to a stator reference through a transform equation based on the generator
parameters and the instantaneous rotor position. The second method proposes to estimate
the rotor position/speed using a fundamental-frequency model that can be based on
open-loop calculation or closed-loop observer. Sensorless methods are very promising
because they reduce financial cost and enhance reliability; however, many critical issues,
such as stability, robustness, and complexity, may be carefully considered [5]. The direct
torque/power control presents advantages such as robustness, simplicity, and a quick
dynamic response, and it has been widely used as for the wind turbine converter ACS800
from ABB [8]. The main disadvantages of direct torque control (DTC) is its large torque/flux
ripples and unstable switching frequency. Nevertheless, several DTC techniques have been
proposed in order to contour these issues [6], such as space-vector-modulated DTC, model
predictive DTC [9], and duty-cycle-modulated DTC [10]. The phase-voltage oriented control
uses a phase-locked loop (PLL) to establish the current control of the PMSG, following
a unity power factor correction. The similarity between all the aforementioned control
strategies is to rely on the dq-reference model or dq-reference-control scheme.

The authors of [11] have compared the performance of three-phase four-wire active
power filters using the id–iq method (synchronous reference frame), instantaneous pq-strategy
(αβ reference frame), and two strategies that can be implemented in a natural abc-reference
frame: the unity power factor (UPF) strategy and the perfect harmonic cancelation (PHC)
strategy. This paper concludes that the id–iq method and pq-strategy are the most sensitive
strategies under distorted and asymmetrical voltage conditions. In fact, the control strategies
devised in the abc-frame have the advantage of dealing directly with the positive- and negative-
sequence components in the fundamental frequency, whereas those that appear in the αβ-
and dq-frame act as a signal with twice the fundamental frequency [12]. Thus, based on this
conclusion regarding the operational performance of inverters under the non-ideal voltage
condition, and considering the PMSG-based WECS for modern low-voltage power systems,
this paper devises the PMSG control scheme in the abc-frame.

The proposed control scheme considers the torque control decoupling the flux and
torque for the generator-side converter, and the load current compensation for the grid-
side converter, enhancing the grid power quality. It is worth mentioning that the authors
of [12,13] have applied the abc-frame control only to the grid-side converter, while the
generator-side control was implemented in a synchronous reference frame. To the best of
the authors’ knowledge, the generator-side control scheme in the abc-frame has never been
presented in the current literature, and it is the main contribution of this paper. Moreover,
it is an extended version of [14], emphasizing the control scheme, the modeling, and
presenting further simulation and experimental results, validating the proposed torque
control for the generator-side converter of PMSG for WECSs.
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In the following, Section 2 describes the PMSG-based WECS, and Section 3 presents
the control schemes going through the abc-frame modulation methods, generator-side
modeling, torque control, and design of the controllers. Section 4 shows the simulation
results, while Section 5 shows the experimental ones. Finally, Section 6 concludes.

2. Wind-Power System

The considered wind-power system is depicted in Figure 1, composed of a back-to-
back, two-level converter connecting a wind-turbine, PMSG, to the mains through an
inductive filter, and non-linear loads at the PCC. The control scheme of the back-to-back
converter is fully implemented in the abc-frame, and it is split into a generator- and grid-side
control. The generator-side control is shown in Figure 1b, and it comprises the maximum
power-point tracking (MPPT) algorithm; the estimation algorithm of the shaft speed; and
the control loops of stator current, electric angle, and mechanical speed control. The
grid-side control is shown in Figure 1c, and it comprises the decomposition algorithm re-
sponsible for breaking the load current down into current terms for the purpose of selective
compensation, and the control loops of the output current and the DC-link voltage.
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Figure 1. (a) The considered wind-power system with three-phase, three-wire, back-to-back con-
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Figure 1. (a) The considered wind-power system with three-phase, three-wire, back-to-back converter;
(b) control scheme of the generator-side converter; and (c) control scheme of the grid-side converter.
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The generator-side control of Figure 1b regulates the speed control tracking the MPPT
and ensures the proper torque control decoupling the flux and torque in order to improve
the dynamic response. The grid-side control of Figure 1c aims at guaranteeing the active
power feed-in with a high power factor and a low value of current THD. It must meet the
minimum grid-code requirements for grid-tied inverters [15]. Besides the active power
injection, it has highly desirable ancillary services such as voltage support, dynamic reactive
power injection, and selective current compensation [16]. Finally, the DC-link voltage of
the back-to-back converter is regulated by the grid-side converter. Section 3 goes through
the control loops.

2.1. Wind-Turbine Model

The mechanical power Pwind [W] available in the wind is represented by (1) [17]. Where
ρ [kg·m−3] is the air density, Rt [m] is the blade length, and vwind [m·s−1] is the wind speed.

Pwind=
1
2

ρπRt
2v3

wind (1)

The power conveyed from the wind turbine to its shaft is weighted by the power
coefficient Cp, which is dependent on the construction of the turbine and dictates the
efficiency of the power transfer.

Pshaft=Pwind.Cp(λ,β) | Cp(λ,β)=c1

(
c2

λi
−c3β−c4

)
e
−c5
λi +c6λ (2)

where the factors c1 to c6 are constant values, herein c = [0.5176, 116, 0.4, 5, 21, and 0.0068],
β[◦] is the blade pitch angle, and λi is the blade tip-speed ratio due to the wind speed in a
time instant [18].

1
λi

=
1

λ+0.08β
−0.035

β3+1
(3)

With the λ variable of
λ=

ωmRt

vwind
(4)

ωm [rad·s−1] is the mechanical speed at the electrical machine axis. Finally, the
generator shaft dynamic is represented as

Jtg
dωm

dt
=Tm−Bωm−Te (5)

where Jtg [kg·m2] is the total moment of inertia of the rotating mass (i.e., turbine plus
generator), B [N·s/m] is the viscous friction coefficient, Tm [N·m] is the mechanical torque
at the generator shaft, and Te [N·m] is the electromagnetic torque.

2.2. The Maximum Power-Point Tracking

The maximum mechanical power transfer from the wind to the turbine shaft occurs
when Cp has its maximum value. Figure 2 shows the curve of Cp represented by (2). The
maximum power transferring occurs when β = 0◦ and λ = 8.129 (i.e., λmax,o), with Cp = 0.48
(i.e., Cp,max,o). Note that there is a local maximum point (λmax, Cp,max) for each value of
the pitch angle. Replacing λmax in (2) and then in (1), for a fixed β value, provides an
expression for the MPPT:

Pm,max=
1
2

ρπRt
5
(

1
λmax·kgr

)3
·Cp,maxωm

3=Kmaxωm
3 (6)
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Figure 2. Power coefficient (Cp) versus tip-speed ratio (λ ) versus pitch angle (β ).

Note that the generator power is a function of its rotor speed, which provides a set of
curves as shown in Figure 3. As proposed in [19], Equation (6) can be used for the MPPT by
means of sensing the generated power at the DC link of the back-to-back converter. Figure 3
also shows how the tracking of the maximum power point is accomplished for a specific
wind speed. If initially the sensing power is P1, the speed reference for the generator is
driven to ω2, which in turn increases the mechanical speed, and the generated power
goes to P2. Then, this process occurs cyclically until it reaches the vicinity of P4, i.e., the
maximum power point.
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3. Control of PMSG Power System in abc-Frame

The PMSG control scheme is split into the grid- and generator-side. The former control
scheme is widely discussed in the current literature, even in the abc-frame and considering
the multifunctional capability of grid-connected inverters [20,21]. On the other hand, to
the best of the authors’ knowledge, the generator-side control scheme in the abc-frame
has never been presented in the current literature, and it is the main contribution of this
paper. So, this section is focused on the latter control scheme, and it goes briefly through
the grid-side one.

3.1. abc-Frame Modulation Method

The three-phase, three-wire converter shown in Figure 4a presents a coupling between
its output current, if, X, and the input voltage at the converter terminals, vX. Its equivalent
model shown in Figure 4b, considering the converter topology as three voltage sources,
and disregarding the intrinsic resistance of inductors, can represent the circuit of Figure 4a.
Then, it is modeled by (7), which shows a coupling between if, X and vX [10]. Usually, the
current control of this converter is performed using the reference frame transformation to
the stationary αβ-frame or to the synchronous dq-frame, in order to avoid the input/output
variable coupling.

Lf
d
dt

if,a
if,b
if,c

=
1
3

 2
−1
−1

−1
2
−1

−1
−1
2

·
vA

vB
vC

−
va,*

vb,*
vc,*

 (7)
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𝒗𝒛,𝒐𝒑𝒕𝒎(𝒌) =
−[𝒎𝒂𝒙{𝒗𝒂

∗(𝒌), 𝒗𝒃
∗(𝒌), 𝒗𝒄

∗(𝒌)} +𝒎𝒊𝒏{𝒗𝒂
∗(𝒌), 𝒗𝒃

∗(𝒌), 𝒗𝒄
∗(𝒌)}]

𝟐
 (8) 

Figure 4. (a) Three-phase, three-wire voltage source inverter and (b) its equivalent circuit.

The decoupling of the input/output variable for the system’s proper operation in the
stationary abc-frame implementation can be achieved by using the number of phases of
the system minus-one controllers, e.g., the three-phase, three-wire converter would need
two controllers. This can be devised using two different methods: (1) setting the extra
output reference to zero and (2) setting the extra output reference to be the negative sum of
the other two references [22]. The first method inconveniently increases the modulating
signal amplitude, even using the optimal zero-sequence value method, as calculated by (8).
The second method overcomes this drawback, and it can be used, in conjunction with (8),
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independently of zero-sequence component. Herein, the second method has been used, as
shown in Figure 5, for both control schemes (grid- and generator-side converters).

vz,optm(k)=
−
[
max

{
va

*(k),vb
*(k),vc

*(k)
}

+min
{

va
*(k),vb

*(k),vc
*(k)

}]
2

(8)
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Then, the strategy of using the number of phases of the system minus-one controllers,
associated with the optimal zero-sequence method, (1) can fully explore the voltage mod-
ulation capability, (2) does not require reference frame transformation, (3) can be easily
implemented in commercial microprocessors, and finally (4) shows superior performance in
following a reference signal when it has a negative-sequence component if compared with
αβ- and dq-strategies [12,23]. However, this paper does not intend to compare the different
control strategies but to propose the torque control in the abc-frame for the generator-side
converter of a PMSG wind-power system.

3.2. Generator-Side Converter

Figure 6 shows the equivalent circuit of a PMSG in a wye connection. The stator
currents, is,X, and the rotor flux linkages, ϕr, X, are considered to be sinusoidal and
symmetrical. The considered PMSG in this paper has salient poles; then, the self, LX,
and mutual, MX inductances vary sinusoidally with the rotor position, which is twice the
electric angle, θe (i.e., two pairs of poles) [22].

LA=Lls−Lmcos(2θe)

LB=Lls−Lmcos
(

2θe− 4π
3

)
LC=Lls−Lmcos

(
2θe+ 4π

3

) (9)

where Lls is the leakage inductance and Lm is the magnetizing inductance. Then, the mutual
inductance expressions are

MAB=Lls−Lmcos
(
2θe− 2π

3
)

MBC=Lls−Lmcos(2θe+2π)

MCA=Lls−Lmcos
(
2θe+ 2π

3
) (10)
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The terminal phase voltage equations are obtained by Kirchhoff’s voltage law:vtA,N

vtB,N

vtC,N

=−

Rs 0 0
0 Rs 0
0 0 Rs

is,A
is,B
is,C

+
d
dt

ϕs,A
ϕs,B
ϕs,C

 (11)

As the stator windings are wound with the same number of turns, so the stator
resistances are all equal, Rs, and the stator flux linkage (ϕs,X) equations areϕs,A

ϕs,B
ϕs,C

=−

 LA MAB MAC
MAB LB MBC
MCA MBC LC

is,A
is,B
is,C

−
ϕr,A

ϕr,B
ϕr,C

 (12)

ϕr,X is the rotor flux linkage. The generator model is assumed linear, which is a fairly
approximation without saturation.

3.3. Torque Control

The torque-control method regulates the electromagnetic torque through instantaneous
current control, and then it adjusts the shaft speed with rapid dynamics, improving the
system dynamic stiffness against torque disturbance [4]. To achieve torque control, the
following requirements must be met at every instant of time: (i) the constant value of the
field flux; (ii) independent control of the armature current; and (iii) orthogonal spatial angle
orientation between the armature magnetomotive force and the field flux (so that both
variables are decoupled).

3.3.1. abc-Frame Considerations for PMSG Control

For a PMSG, according to the generator convention [24], Figure 7 shows the syn-
chronous dq-frame vector diagram with the induced armature voltage (blue), Ea, f ; the
permanent magnet field flux (green), ∅pm; and the stator current (red), Is, decoupled into
its direct, Ids, and quadrature, Iqs, terms.
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The electromagnetic torque can be calculated as a function of the angle between the
induced voltage and the stator current, α [4]:

Te=
3
2

Npp

[
Ea,fIs

ωe
+
(
Ld−Lq

)
I2

scos(α)sin(α)
]

(13)

where pp is the number of pairs of poles, and Ld and Lq are the direct and quadrature
inductances, respectively. The electromagnetic torque is composed of the reaction torque
and the reluctance torque. The reluctance-torque component vanishes if α is regulated to 0◦

(i.e., motor convention) or 180◦ (i.e., generator convention), and the torque magnitude is
controlled through the stator current magnitude. It corresponds to split the stator current
into direct (id) and quadrature (iq) components, making the d-component zero, while the
q-component is the reference value required to provide the appropriate electromagnetic
torque. So, in a steady state, the stator current has only the q-component, i.e., the stator
current is Is In terms of speed regulation in the natural abc-frame, the same field orientation
is achieved by synchronizing the stator current with the induced armature voltage. It can
be implanted by measuring the shaft mechanical angular frequency via an encoder or by
tracking the electric angular frequency using a sensorless estimation method, as developed
in [18,25]. Herein, the latter method was chosen, i.e., the estimation of the machine electrical
angle θ̂e.

3.3.2. Torque and Power Equations in the abc-Frame

By definition, torque is change in energy per angle variation, and assuming that the
magnetic system is linear, the coenergy is [24]:

Wm(is,θe)=NppiT
s

(
1
2

Lsis+ϕr

)
(14)

Such bold variables represent three-phase vectors. The torque produced by the ma-
chine is

Te=−∂Wm(is,θe)

∂θe
(15)

which results in (16):

Te=NppiT
s

(
1
2

dLs

dθe
is+

dϕr

dθe

)
(16)
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The previous equation can be expanded in three separated terms: T1, T2, and T3,
as follows:

Te=T1+T2+T3 (17)

Each one is shown in (18)–(20) [26].

T1=
Npp

2

(
is,A

2 dLA

dθe
+is,B

2 dLb
dθe

+is,C
2 dLc

dθe

)
(18)

T2=Npp

(
is,Ais,B

dMAB

dθe
+is,Bis,C

dMBC
dθe

+is,Cis,A
dMCA

dθe

)
(19)

T3=Npp

(
is,A

dϕr,A

dθe
+is,B

dϕr,B

dθe
+is,C

dϕr,C

dθe

)
(20)

The terms T1 and T2 result from the self and mutual inductances, respectively. The
sum of both terms represents the reluctance torque. The last torque term, named reaction
torque, is due to the back-EMF and the stator phase currents, and it corresponds to the
major contribution of Te. By trigonometric relations, it is possible to prove that [26] if the
stator currents are symmetrical and in-phase with the back-EMF (also symmetrical), the
terms of T1 and T2 become zero, and then the reaction torque, T3, corresponds to the
electromagnetic torque:

Te=
3
2

Npp∅pmIs (21)

where Is is the peak value of the stator currents and ∅pm is the peak value of the permanent
magnet flux linkage. Then, multiplying the torque by the mechanical angular frequency
results in power.

3.4. Generator-Side Control Loop

The complete model to design the generator-side controllers is shown in Figure 8. An
outer loop regulates the mechanical speed through a proportional-integral (PI) controller.
The mechanical speed reference, ω∗m, is provided by an MPPT algorithm (6) as discussed
in Section 2. Then, the PI controller, Cω, generates the stator peak current reference
(Ipk∗

s ). Subsequently, it is multiplied by a symmetrical three-phase set of signals with unit

amplitude,
→
s∗ω =

[
s∗ωa , s∗ωb

, s∗ωc

]
. Such a signal could be generated through the estimated

machine electrical angle θ̂e, but it is not very accurate, causing steady-state error and not
guaranteeing orthogonal spatial angle orientation during transient. Therefore, a closed-loop
control, Cθ , must be added in order to provide to

→
sω such desired features. The control-loop

principle is that the induced armature electromotive force in each phase is orthogonal to the
permanent-magnet field-flux variation that induces itself. Thus, if each phase of the stator
currents is exactly in-phase with its corresponding phase of the armature electromotive

force, the dot product of
→
is ·
→

sω⊥ must result in zero. Let us define the variable dp as this

scalar product, dp =
→
is ·
→

sω⊥ , because it is used later to evaluate the proposed control torque
capacity for decoupling the flux and torque in both steady-state and transient.

Finally, the multiplication of Ipk∗
s .

→
sω results in a vector

→
i∗s =

[
i∗sa, i∗sb, i∗sc

]
that is the

phase-stator current reference to the inner current control loop, Cis. This control loop is
based on two PI controllers, which, combined with (8), provide the three-phase modulation
signal,

→
mrect =

[
mrecta , mrectb , mrectc

]
, to the PWM.
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3.4.1. Inner Stator Current Controller

The open-loop transfer function used to calculate the stator current controller, Cis(s):

OL

{
is(s)
i*
s(s)

}
=Cis(s)

1
Cpk

2Vdc

Gis
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1
sLs+Rs

Kis (22)

where Cpk is the PWM carrier peak value, Vdc is the DC-link voltage nominal value, and Kis
is the gain of the stator current sensor.

3.4.2. Mechanical Speed Controller

The open-loop transfer function is used to calculate the PI controller, Cω(s):

OL
{

ωm(s)
ωm*(s)

}
=Cω(s)

1
Kis

Gω
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such that the parameter Kω is the mechanical speed sensor gain. The other variables were
previous defined.

3.4.3. Orthogonal Spatial Angle Orientation Control Loop

The open-loop transfer function is used to calculate the PI controller, Cθ(s):

OL
{

dp(s)
dp*(s)

}
=Cθ(s)I
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such that ωc,i is the cut-off angular frequency defined with regard to the stator current
closed-loop and Ipk

s is the nominal peak value of the stator current.

3.5. Grid-Side Control Loop

The complete model to design the grid-side controllers is shown in Figure 9. An
external DC voltage-control loop regulates the DC-link voltage using a PI controller, Cv.
Then, the output of this PI controller is a conductance signal that multiplies a synthetized
signal

→
sv,pcc =

[
svA ,pcc, svB ,pcc, svC ,pcc

]
generated through a PLL algorithm [27] tracking
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the grid voltage.
→

sv,pcc is used to provide a sinusoidal shape to the current reference
→
i∗g that corresponds to the active current terms required to ensure the power balance

between the DC and AC sides. A second part of the current reference,
→

i∗comp, is added

to
→
i∗g , resulting in the grid current reference,

→
i∗ . To have a current controller capable

of tracking an AC signal into the main harmonic orders, proportional multi-resonant
controllers are designed, as described hereafter, and combined with (8), they provide the
modulation signal

→
minv = [mA,inv, mB,inv, mC,inv] to the PWM. Finally, the compensating

current
→

i∗comp corresponds to the undesired current terms that the grid-side converter must
compensate, such as an active power filter. These current terms are generated herein using
the current decomposition of CPT [28], which may provide selective compensation of
electrical disturbances (i.e., reactive, imbalance, and harmonics) [16].
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where Ki is the gain of the current sensor. 
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where Ki is the gain of the current sensor.

3.5.2. Outer DC-Link Voltage Controller

The open-loop transfer function used to calculate the PI voltage controller, Cv(s):
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where Kvca and Kvdc are the AC and DC voltage-sensor gains, and Vac, Vpk
ac , and Vdc are the

nominal value of rms voltage, peak voltage, and DC-link voltage, respectively.
The parameters are shown in Table 1. The controllers were designed in the basis of

frequency methods: the desired crossover angular frequency of the magnitude of the open
loop transfer function is equal to one, and its phase is equal to the desired phase margin
(PM) [29,30]. Then, the chosen phase margin and chosen crossover frequency are shown
in Table 2. All those controllers are PI, except (s), which is a proportional multi-resonant
controller (27).

PR(s)=kp+
{1,5,7,11,13,19}

∑
h

[
2ki,hωbs

s2+2ωbs+ωh
2

]
(27)

where kp is the proportional gain; ki,h are the integral gains for each selected frequency, i.e.,
1, 5, 7, 11, 13, and 19◦ frequency components; and ωh and ωb are the bandwidth of the
resonant controller.
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Table 1. Parameters of the system.

AC Grid Parameters

Vac = 127 V, f = 60 Hz, Lg = 500 µH, rg = 0.05 Ω

Generator parameters

S = 3 kVA, Vt = 220 V, Ls = 5.1 mH, Rs = 1.6 Ω, PF = 0.8, Npp = 4, φpm= 0.48 Wb,
nnom = 1800 rpm, * Jtg = 5.64 × 10−4 kg · m2, B = 2.07 × 10−3 N · m· s

Converter Parameters

Vdc = 500 V, Cdc = 3.06 mF, Lf = 4 mH, rf = 0.16 Ω, f s = 12 kHz, f sw = 12 kHz (simulation),
f sw = 6 kHz (experimental)

Sensor Gain Parameters

Ki = 1/35, Kis = 1/35, Kνac = 1/311, Kνdc = 1/500, Kω = 1
Turbine + generator.

Table 2. Parameters of the controllers.

Controller fc PM Kp Ki

Cis(s) 1 kHz 60◦ 1.9 76910

Cω(s) 40 Hz 60◦ 0.08 12.26

Cθ(s) 90 Hz 90◦ 0.01 50

Ci(s) 1.2 kHz 60◦ 1.8
1◦ 5◦ 7◦ 11◦ 13◦ 19◦ ωb

94.8 89.1 83.4 66.3 54.9 9.3 6.28 rad

Cv(s) 10 Hz 60◦ 7.63 276.7

It is worth mentioning that the simulation system was developed on the basis of an
experimental set-up in which the synchronous generator possesses few poles (i.e., four
poles). A typical PMSG for WECS application generally has many poles in order to run with
low mechanical speed. So, the experiment and simulation are considered a gear relation
between the turbine and the generator axes of 1/4.25.

4. Simulation Results

The behavior of the proposed control scheme for the PMSG system is evaluated
through Matlab/Simulink simulation. The considered circuit is shown in Figure 1, with the
sized controllers as discussed in Section 3. This section evaluates the torque control and the
compensation capability under distorted and asymmetrical grid-voltage conditions.

4.1. Wind Speed Variation

Figure 10 shows the mechanical speed at the generator shaft while the wind speed
varies, in order to test the MPPT algorithm and the mechanical speed control loop. The
wind speed varies from 0.5 pu to 1 pu in a ramp up of 40 ms, and then it returns to its
initial value in a ramp-down starting at 0.31 s. Note that the mechanical speed curve scale
in Figure 10 is reduced by a factor of 0.5. From the top graphic, one can see the dynamics
of the system, and from the bottom graphic one can see its dynamic stiffness against
speed variation. This result evaluates whether the proposed control strategy for PMSG is
effectual in cancelling the reluctance torque (13) during speed variation, which guarantees
the control of torque magnitude directly through the stator current magnitude (21). It can

be seen by the orthogonal characteristic of
→
is and

→
sω⊥ , and the zeroing average value of the

dp variable (green curve in the bottom graphic), as explained in Section 3.4, if the average
value of dp is zero; this means that flux and torque in the generator-side are orthogonal to
each other.
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Figure 10. System behavior under wind-speed variation.

4.2. Asymmetrical and Distorted Grid Voltage

This result considers the wind system in its nominal set point, and Figure 11 is split
into two instants. Firstly, the PMSG injects only active power into the grid, and secondly,
it generates active power and simultaneously compensates for reactive power, harmonic
current, and the imbalance of the local load (i.e., the non-active current term), as shown
in Figure 1. The phase-voltage magnitudes and their THD values are 171 V (9.1%), 135 V
(11.1%), and 153 V (0.9%) for phases a, b, and c, and the THD values of the load currents
are 103.7, 11.5, and 57.8 % for phases a, b, and c, respectively. Before 0.4 s, the grid
currents are highly distorted with THD of 46% (phase a) and 31.5% (phase c), while phase
b shows 5.6%. The power factor value at the PCC is about 0.80. After 0.4 s, the converter
compensates for the non-active term of the load current, and then it enhances the grid
current quality, reducing the THD values to 7 (phases a and c) and 5% for phase b. Note
that the grid current imbalance is also improved, as well as the power factor value that
achieves 0.99. The bottom graphic of Figure 11 shows the DC-link voltage, and during
the compensation, it shows negligible oscillation. Such DC voltage oscillation is expected
because of the instantaneous active power oscillation at the converter terminals, which is a
matter of the engineering sizing of the DC capacitor value. However, if properly sized, the
multifunctional capabilities of the grid-side converter may have a minimal impact on the
generator-side one.
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5. Experimental Results

The experimental results validate the devised control scheme in the abc-frame and the
designed controllers. This section tests the torque control and the active and reactive power
injection into the grid.

5.1. Experimental Prototype

The laboratory-scale prototype, shown in Figure 12, has the same parameters as the
simulation circuit. Its main components are a three-phase, three-leg voltage source rectifier
and inverter, assembling a total of six SK30GB128 Semikron IGBT modules. The digital
control scheme was devised in a floating-point digital signal processor (TMS320F28335).
Both the generator- and grid-side converters are driven by PWM technique with a sampling
frequency of 12 kHz and a switching frequency of 6 kHz.
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Figure 12. Test bench of the back-to-back converter.

5.2. Grid-Side Control

Figure 13 validates the DC-link voltage control, and the current control from the
grid-side converter. Figure 13a highlights the controlled DC-link voltage, and the minimum
required active power to ensure the power balance between AC and DC sides (i.e., supply
the inherent power losses of converter). Figure 13b,c show the active and reactive power
injection into the grid. The waveforms of Figure 13b show the power factor close to one,
and the THD of currents approximately to 4%; the PCC voltage magnitude is 125 V, and
THDv is about 2%. Figure 13c shows the injection of the capacitive reactive power, with a
power factor of 0.82 and THDi close to 4%. One can see that the PCC voltage magnitude
increases to 127 V, and the THDv is about 2%. The current magnitudes can be seen in
Figure 13 itself.
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Figure 13. (a) DC-link voltage control, (b) active power injection, and (c) reactive power injection.
Current waveform [CH1, CH2, CH3-5 A/div], DC-link voltage waveform [CH4-250 V/div], and AC
voltage waveform [CH4-50 V/div].

5.3. Generator-Side Control

To validate the generator-side control loop that guarantees the orthogonal spatial angle
orientation during transient, which is a major requirement for accurate torque control, the
synchronous generator runs under speed variation (i.e., torque disturbance). In order to test
and evaluate the stator current tracking and the decoupling between the flux and torque,
the control scheme without orthogonal spatial angle orientation control is first considered,
and then it is considered with the proper angle control loop. Figure 14 shows, from top to
bottom, the shaft speed; the peak value of the stator current; and the instantaneous (blue
curve) and average (red curve) values of the dot product, dp, that evaluates the capacity for
cancelling the reluctance torque (13).
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Figure 14. Evaluation of the orthogonal spatial angle orientation control during wind speed variation.
(a) Without angle control loop; (b) with angle control loop.

So, Figure 14a represents the first condition, and it shows that the average dot product
time-variation depends on the wind speed. Even with the stator peak current tracking its
reference, and being constant between 12 and 25 s, the torque control is not effective because
the reluctance torque is not cancelled (T1 and T2 from (18) and (19)). It can be observed
from the average value of dp that is not zero, even in steady-state, which indicates phase
displacement related to the back-EMF. On the other hand, Figure 14b shows the proper
torque-control operation with the orthogonal spatial angle orientation control loop of
Figure 8, in which the average value of the dot product, dp, is kept at zero. This guarantees
the torque control by regulating the stator current, which ensures proper dynamic stiffness
against the rejection of external torque disturbances. The stator current reference is reduced
after the instant of 7 s, the stator current follows it correctly, and the average value of dp
remains zero. The result of Figure 14b is a zoom-in-view for the detailed visualization of
the transients.

6. Conclusions

This paper proposed the control scheme conceived in a natural abc-frame for wind-
power system based on a permanent magnet synchronous generator. For the grid-side
converter, the multifunctionality of compensating the electrical disturbances of load current
under distorted and asymmetrical grid voltage was considered. Moreover, experimental
results of DC-link voltage regulation and active/reactive power injection were shown. For
the generator-side converter, the torque control was tested under wind speed variation
through simulation and experimental results.

The proposed control in the abc-frame of Figure 1 can be interpreted in terms of
the basic torque control requirements: (1) the constant field flux; (2) the independently
controlled stator current; and (3) the orthogonal spatial angle between the flux axis and
the magnetomotive force. The first requirement is met due to the permanent magnet
poles of a PMSG that produces constant field flux. The stator current closed-loop control
imposes the amplitude of the phase stator currents, matching the requirement (2). The
third requirement, the orthogonal spatial angle orientation control, imposes the required
field orientation. This is achieved by regulating the instantaneous dot-product of

→
sω⊥ and

→
is to a zero mean value. So, one concludes that the generator-side control is developed

over these three basic requirements for proper torque control.
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