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Abstract: In electric vehicles with lithium-ion battery systems, the temperature of the battery cells
has a great impact on performance, safety, and lifetime. Therefore, developing thermal models
of lithium-ion batteries to predict and investigate the temperature development and its impact
is crucial. Commonly, models are validated with experimental data to ensure correct model
behaviour. However, influences of experimental setups or comprehensive validation concepts
are often not considered, especially for the use case of prismatic cells in a battery electric vehicle.
In this work, a 3D electro–thermal model is developed and experimentally validated to predict
the cell’s temperature behaviour for a single prismatic cell under battery electric vehicle (BEV)
boundary conditions. One focus is on the development of a single cell’s experimental setup and the
investigation of the commonly neglected influences of an experimental setup on the cell’s thermal
behaviour. Furthermore, a detailed validation is performed for the laboratory BEV scenario for
spatially resolved temperatures and heat generation. For validation, static and dynamic loads are
considered as well as the detected experimental influences. The validated model is used to predict the
temperature within the cell in the BEV application for constant current and Worldwide harmonized
Light vehicles Test Procedure (WLTP) load profile.

Keywords: lithium-ion battery; thermal modelling; electro-thermal model; heat generation;
experimental validation

1. Introduction

Realizing the vision of green mobility one major aspect is the reduction of worldwide car emissions
by use of battery electric vehicles (BEVs). Automotive manufactures focus on lithium-ion based battery
systems due to their high specific energy, low self-discharge and long cycle-life to meet the challenges of
the continuously rising environmental regulations [1–3]. In BEVs different lithium-ion cell formats like
pouch, cylindrical, and prismatic cells are used. Thereby, the thermal management is performed
with various cooling concepts based on air, liquid and other approaches [3]. Cooling selection
depends e.g., on the battery concepts using module architecture, or not. However, the temperature
has a significant influence on the lithium-ion battery performance, ageing and safety [2]. Therefore,
investigation of the heat generation and temperature development are important to examine thermal
cell behaviour with regard to boundary conditions, especially the cooling conditions.

In order to answer the scientific issue of thermal battery behaviour, researchers develop different
electro-(chemical)-thermal coupled simulation models [4–12]. Most of them are based on the general
energy balance for lithium-ion based systems [13] in its detailed or simplified form.
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In lithium-ion batteries, non-linear physico–chemical processes occur on different length scales
from nanometre to millimetre. To face this challenge, model-based thermal investigations of battery
cells are performed and reported in the literature in two fundamentally different ways: They use
independent thermal models on the one hand with defined heat generation and on the other hand
models with electrical or electrochemical-thermal coupling [6–8,10–12,14].

The heat generation of the former can be empirically determined [10], or e.g., modelled by a
neural network [14]. The latter approach, electrically and thermally coupled behaviour, is described in
the literature with different model approaches. Researchers use either the pseudo-two-dimensional
modelling approach [7,8,12] based on the work of Newman et al. [15,16], equivalent circuit models
(ECM) [9], and empirical models [11]. The thermal model can i.e., be executed as a point model [6] or
can also be resolved three-dimensionally [7].

As in our previous research [17], in this work, an electrical ECM model with coupled 3D thermal
model is used, because this approach represents a sufficient accuracy for thermal questions with at the
same time acceptable computing time. The model uses the framework of the MSMD battery model
architecture. This adopted general multi-scale multi-dimensional (MSMD) approach is described and
used in [18,19].

In general, for validating and calibrating the model, the simulation results are compared to
experimental data. Thereby, non-precise known model parameter is adjusted, i.e., optimized, to ensure
correct model prediction over a defined range of model conditions. Often, important influence of
the experimental setup is neither mentioned nor included in the boundary conditions within the
model for validation. Especially convection conditions are often assumed to be constant [12] while
validating the model’s behaviour. This generates uncertainties in the predicted thermal behaviour
of the battery cell after validation. Only few studies consider this issue [4,5,20] by special setup or
boundary conditions in simulation. Erhard develops an experimental setup with a pouch cell in a
wind tunnel to obtain knowledge of the convection coefficient for meaningful thermal validation [4].
Furthermore, several experimental influences are monitored during the experiment used as an input
to the model for validation. Rieger et al. [20] use a boundary condition for a heat flux at the terminal
connection of pouch cells in the experiment. Samad et al. [5] investigate forced and natural convection
conditions with prismatic cells and find uneven convection conditions depending on the position of
the cell in the temperature chamber.

In this work, we focus on the automotive use case of prismatic cells in module architecture on a
cooling plate-like in [6,7]. Lundgren et al. [7] suggest a detailed 3D electrochemical-thermal model
with experimental validation of a prismatic cell. However, they do not consider the influences of the
experiment such as wiring to the battery cycling machine or the cell’s environment. Damay et al. [6]
introduce an electrical model coupled with a lumped thermal model for investigation of the thermal
behaviour. Experimental influences such as insulation plates are taken into account but the constant
convection condition based on literature results in uncertainty for model validation.

However, none of these studies for prismatic automotive cells take special care of experimental
influences and high-resolution validation. Experimental investigations show equal temperature
gradients of large-format cells [21,22] and, therefore, the necessity of spatially resolved temperature
measurement and validation. Panchal et al. [21] show a temperature gradient on the casing of up to
4 K at the end of constant current discharge with a 20 Ah cell. Christen et al. [22] reveal a temperature
gradient of 6.5 K at the casing of their 60 Ah prismatic cell after constant current cycling with cooling
at the cell’s bottom at a temperature of 25 ◦C. As a result of temperature gradients on the casing,
neither a single temperature sensor in experiment nor an average temperature value for validation is
conclusive enough. Temperature gradients occur due to cooling conditions and thermal resistances in-
and outside the cell and need to be validated. Therefore, a validation concept is needed containing the
differences of the experimental conditions and the use case of a prismatic cell in a BEV application.

The goal of this work is to investigate the commonly neglected influences of experimental
validation setups in detail. Based on the gained knowledge a detailed validation for a 3D
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electro–thermal model of a prismatic lithium-ion cell is performed and the thermal behaviour in a BEV
application is predicted. Therefore firstly, the focus is on the development of a single cell experimental
setup for investigation of external influences. Secondly, the impact of boundary conditions on the
behaviour of the used electro-thermal model is investigated. Based on this, a validation of spatially
resolved temperatures and heat generation is performed for static as well as dynamic cases. Finally,
the model is used to illustrate the thermal behaviour of the cell under real BEV application.

2. Modelling

2.1. General Approach

The studied cell in this work is a prismatic automotive cell. Geometric dimensions and electrical
and thermal behaviour are determined experimentally and subsequently used for the parametrization
of the model. Furthermore, physical properties are taken from [7,23]. Important for the thermal
behaviour of the cell are the conditions of use, especially the cooling conditions. The general set up
of a prismatic cell positioned in a real BEV battery module is shown in Figure 1a. In automotive
application, prismatic cells are commonly stacked in modules and connected by busbars. This stack of
cells is compressed for better performance. Cooling is realized by a fluid cooling system at the bottom
of the cells [6]. The cooling system is commonly working with constant cooling capacity in various
stages to keep the cells in the best case at constant temperature in the desired range. Simulating one
cell in the middle of a module, the resulting boundary conditions of the outer walls are adiabatic
beside the bottom wall where the cooling system is connected. The cell’s floor is modelled as constant
temperature boundary condition, neglecting the small temperature gradient in the fluid of the cooling
system for one cell to avoid detailed computational fluid dynamics simulation (CFD) of the complex
cooling system in a BEV.

It is obvious that the cell in any experimental setup is experiencing slightly different boundary
conditions in comparison to the model setup for simulation. Validation of a single cell in a full battery
module is often not practical. Therefore, for validation of single-cell models, a more realistic validation
setup is necessary that takes account for the targeted stimulation conditions as well as the application
influences. The schematic of the resulting laboratory setup on single-cell level is depicted in Figure 1b.
The resulting boundary conditions for model validation are comparable with Figure 1a with regard
to adiabatic conditions on the models outer surfaces and constant temperature cooling conditions at
the cell floor. Additionally, the bracing components, as well as the heat removal by the wiring, are
considered. The modelling approach and boundary condition details are discussed in the following
Sections 2.2 and 2.3, while the experimental setup is explained in detail in Section 3.

(a) Real BEV conditions (b) Laboratory BEV conditions

Figure 1. Schematic boundary conditions for a prismatic cell in battery electric vehicle (BEV) application
for simulation and experiment: (a) real BEV scenario in a module of a battery system and (b) laboratory
BEV scenario with single cell experimental setup using a thermoelectric cooler (TEC).
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2.2. Electro-Thermal Co-Simulation

In this work, a multi-scale multi-dimensional (MSMD) approach was adopted and used, which
is described in [18,19]. It is built in ANSYS CFD as MSMD battery model [24]. The model uses the
framework of the MSMD Battery Model architecture and is parametrized for an electrical ECM and 3D
thermal model.

The MSMD-approach makes it possible to resolve different phenomena on different length
scales. It is not feasible to solve the cell on the smallest length scale in the nanometre range in FEM
analysis without generating considerable computing times and networking problems. With MSMD
approach individual phenomena with sub-models are solved without resolving the entire cell in
detail. Nevertheless, it is possible to obtain information on cell level with a model less detailed.
The MSMD approach does neither specify the type of sub-models nor their number but defines the
information exchange between the model levels [18]. The main differential equations at cell level taken
from [19,24] are

∂ρ · Cp · T
∂t

−∇[k · ∇T] = q̇ECh + q̇Ohm (1)

∇[σ+ · ∇φ+] = −jECh (2)

∇[σ− · ∇φ−] = jECh (3)

where (1) represents the spatial energy balance in the active material called jelly roll, the heart of a
lithium-ion cell, where the electrochemic reactions and the heat generation take place. The internal
energy is calculated by jelly roll’s density ρ, specific heat capacity Cp, and Temperature T. The spatial
heat conduction is expressed with heat transfer coefficient k. q̇Ohm is the heat generation from ohmic
losses of the current collector foils of copper/aluminium in the jelly roll [24]. q̇ECh is the reaction heat
from the electrochemical processes taking place such as charge transfer over-potentials at the interface,
and mass transfer limitations [2] (see Equation (5) for details). Equations (2) and (3) are potential
equations that describe the electrical behaviour. In these equations φ is the phase potential, jECh the
volumetric current transfer rate, and σ the electrical conductivity of the materials [19,24].

Using an ECM for the electrical modelling of the cell’s behaviour, the voltage is represented by

U(t) = UOCV(SOC, T)−Userial(SOC, T)−URC(SOC, T) (4)

whereat the voltage U is calculated in the ECM sub-model by the open circuit voltage UOCV and the
voltage drop at the serial resistance Userial and the RC-element URC. All used parameters depend on
local temperature and state of charge (SOC) in the jelly roll.

The model structure of this work, implemented in the MSMD framework, is shown in Figure 2.
In every time step, the model is iteratively solved for all components. The spatial temperature
distribution is determined in the 3D thermal model. In every finite volume of the jelly roll, an electrical
model is calculated containing the time- and local-depending temperature. Every single electrical
model is implemented as an ECM. In the present model, the aim of the electro-thermal coupling is
not to resolve the detailed chemical processes, but to map the resulting heat generation accurately
for the thermal model. If a spatial resolution of the heat generation has aspired, ECM models
represent a sufficient accuracy for thermal questions with at the same time acceptable computing time.
The developed model structure is designed for first or second-order ECM. The necessary parameter
sets for resistors and capacitors are determined from the current-voltage behaviour on discrete points
in hybrid power pulse characterization (HPPC) test. During the simulation, these discrete data
points are interpolated in the model. Additionally, the open-circuit voltage (OCV) of the used cell is
determined experimentally.
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Figure 2. Model structure for electro–thermal co-simulation of 3D thermal model, multiple electrical
equivalent circuit models (ECM) models and spatial heat generation models.

The present model uses the information for resistances and capacities as a function of temperature
and SOC, but is designed for n-dimensional dependencies, i.e., if a relevant dependency of the
parameters on other influencing variables, such as current or ageing, becomes apparent, corresponding
parameter sets can be included in the model.

With available information of local voltage drop and current load, the power dissipation in the
active material of the present model is determined locally by the approach suggested by Bernardi et al.
with the following equation [19,24]:

q̇ECh = j · [U −UOCV(SOC, T)] + j · T · dUOCV
dT

(SOC). (5)

The first term considers the power loss due to the voltage drop at the internal resistance of the
cell. The voltage U below is calculated in the ECM sub-model, the open-circuit voltage UOCV is part of
the parameter set and the local current j results from the solution of the potential equations. This first
part of the overall heat generation is irreversible. The second term considers the reversible heat
generation based on an entropy change of the chemical system. The entropy change is shown e.g., in
the temperature dependence of the OCV. In the literature, entropy change is determined experimentally
for different combinations of anode/cathode pairs and recorded in the entropic heat coefficient dU/dT.
This represents the reversible heat generation when multiplied with the local temperature T and the
current j. The data set for the used NMC/Graphite chemistry is taken from [25].

Finally, the local heat generation is transferred in the 3D thermal model. The heat source changes
temperatures, and therefore electrical resistances and heat generation, for the calculation of the next
time step.

2.3. Thermal Modelling

Significant factors influencing the thermal model are the cell geometry, the associated material
parameters, and the thermal boundary conditions. Geometrically, the thermal model of the prismatic
cell is based on the information from the measured sectional models and a performed computer
tomography and post-mortem analysis. This information is converted into a 3D CAD model, which is
shown in Figure 3a. In the centre of the cell, the active material in the form of a jelly roll is modelled as
one solid part with anisotropic properties of the thermal conductivity [7,23]. The copper and aluminium
sheets characterize the high in-plane conductivity, while the separator in-between anode/cathode
defines the lower through-plane conductivity. Furthermore, the real jelly roll is wounded. This is taken
into account by a coordinate transformation regarding the conductivities in the outer rounding of
the jelly roll geometry. The jelly roll’s dimensions as a result of CT analysis are shown in Figure 3b.
All components are modelled as solids without considering the fluids, e.g., the electrolyte at the
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cell’s bottom or the air at the cell’s top. The electrolyte is simplified and modelled as solid with heat
conduction. Heat transfer by convection and radiation in the top part of the cell is negligible due to
small temperature differences and small areas. Additionally, the following simplifications are made
creating the geometry:

• Radii and chamfers of the cell components are neglected,
• Thin components are considered using thin wall modelling (e.g., insulation) [24],
• Jelly roll is modelled as a volume body with anisotropic thermal properties [7,23]
• Junction of jelly roll sheets and current collector is modelled as a volume body.

The materials and their associated physical parameters are listed in Table 1. The jelly roll with its
individual components has already been combined into one material as mentioned above.

(a) 3D CAD geometry (b) CT results for jelly roll

Figure 3. (a) The 3D CAD geometry and outer dimensions of prismatic 25 Ah cell with jelly roll,
anode/cathode current collectors, +/− terminals, and casing. (b) Computer tomography (CT) results
for jelly roll dimensions.

Table 1. Used materials and thermal properties of 3D thermal model of prismatic 25 Ah cell.

Material Point of Use ρρρ Cp λλλ
[kgm−3] [Jkg−1K−1] [Wm−2K−1]

Aluminium a casing, collector, terminal 2700 900 238
Copper a collector, terminal 8700 385 400

Insulation b all insulations 1470 1190 0.18
Thermal pad c connection cooling 2740 903 2.22
Electrolyte d rest-electrolyte 1130 2055 0.6

Jelly roll a jelly roll 2043 1371 in-plane 33 e

trough-plane 0.7 e

a [23], b [7], c data-sheet, d [26], e cell manufacturer.

The general targeted thermal boundary conditions were previously shown in Figure 1a. These
assumptions result in a model containing only the cell geometry including full adiabatic model
boundary conditions on the outer surfaces, except for the constant temperature boundary condition at
the bottom. Thereby, the heat exchange by the small side surfaces and the top of the cell is neglected
due to small areas and temperature differences resulting in negligible impact. Nevertheless, for a
correct model validation, the conditions of the experimental setup (see Figure 1b) must be mapped as



Energies 2020, 13, 62 7 of 18

thermal boundary conditions in the simulation model. The following thermal boundary conditions are
implemented in the simulation model and investigated in the results section:

• Aluminium bracing plates and polyoxymethylene (POM) measurement plates are considered as
solid bodies,

• Adiabatic conditions are modelled on all unattached surfaces of cell and bracing plates except
terminals and cell bottom,

• Heat flow from/to the battery testers is considered at the terminal surfaces,
• Thermal pad is included in-between constant temperature cooling plate and cell floor.

The full adiabatic model boundary conditions on the outer surfaces result from the polystyrene
insulation in the experiment. Only the heat sink is the constant temperature boundary condition
at the bottom. The heat flow into the battery tester is determined in the experiment using two
temperature sensors on the busbars. With knowledge of geometrical parameters and physical
properties, the heat flux is calculated and considered as a time-dependent boundary condition in the
simulation. The removed heat is monitored in every experiment as it depends on the temperature of
the connected battery tester and can, therefore, have different impact for similar experiments.

In addition to the external boundary conditions, commonly neglected modelling parameters
are considered within the model of the prismatic cell. Important for proper model behaviour
are e.g., heat generation in the current collectors and electrolyte at the cell bottom. If the cell’s
heating is only located in the jelly roll, the local heat generation in the current collectors is missing.
With increasing current collector length as in the case of the used prismatic cell, the simulation results
show increasing temperature differences between model and experiment, especially at the terminals.
The heat generation in the jelly roll takes place as source term in the elements of the jelly roll geometry
and is calculated based on the electro-thermal coupling.

Computer tomographic analysis of the cell showed rest-electrolyte of 10–15 mL at the cell’s
bottom. In [27] electrolyte influence is neglected due to long distances for conduction and low thermal
conductivity of 0.6 Wm−1K−1 [26]. In the case of this cell, the distance between the jelly roll bottom
and cell casing is small with a minimum spacing of 0.4 mm. Therefore, the rest-electrolyte creates an
additional thermal path at the cell bottom from the jelly roll to the cooled cell bottom, modelled by a
solid body with electrolyte properties (see Table 1).

The geometrical model of the cell with all associated boundary conditions was implemented in
ANSYS Fluent 19.0. The mesh of the 3D cell model contained 138k elements. The maximal adaptive
time step was set to 5 s. With changing current in the used constant current profile the time step was
set back to 0.1 s starting the logarithmic rise up to 5 s. In the dynamic profile, a constant time step of 1 s
was applied. The used computer was a Dell Workstation with 12x Intel(R) Xeon(R) Gold 6136 CPUs
and 64 GB RAM.

3. Experimental

In this work, an automotive battery cell by SANYO PANASONIC is investigated. It is a lithium-ion
cell with a nominal capacity of 25 Ah based on nickel–manganese–cobalt (NMC)/graphite chemistry.
The cell has a nominal voltage of 3.7 V with upper and lower cut-off voltage of 4.1 V and 3.0 V,
respectively. The goal of the experimental setup is to reproduce the mentioned real BEV conditions of a
cell in Figure 1b as close as possible in a laboratory setup. Therefore, a single cell measurement setup is
designed and implemented. In Figure 4, the sensor schematics (a), the setup concept (b), and the final
test bench of the developed setup in the temperature chamber (c) are shown. A custom cooling plate
by QuickCool with thermoelectric cooler regulation is used to guarantee constant temperature cooling
condition. A proper thermal connection to the cell is achieved with a thermal pad (see properties
in Table 1) and a vertical clamping by an external compression unit. Polystyrene foam is used as
insulation material to receive mostly adiabatic conditions (see Figure 4c). The cell’s optimal electrical
performance is ensured by horizontal bracing plates made of aluminium with a thickness of 10 mm.



Energies 2020, 13, 62 8 of 18

In-between the horizontal bracing and the cell, two measurement plates of 10 mm POM are added for
thermal insulation and measurement.

(a) Sensor positions (b) Setup concept (c) Test bench

Figure 4. Experimental setup with nomenclature and positions of temperature sensors (a), concept of
experimental setup (b), and top view photograph of the cell on test bench without insulation at the
top (c).

Overall 22 thermocouples type T class 1 by Omega with an accuracy of ±0.5 K are used with
PicoLog TC-08 data loggers to measure the temperature in an experiment on several locations.
We arranged 15 thermocouples three rows and five columns inside one measurement plate (see
Figure 4a) to achieve spatially-dependent temperature distribution on the casing. Additionally,
thermocouples are attached to each terminal and the cooling plate. For later investigations, average
values per row are used named A-D. Two sensors on each terminal side are used to measure the
temperature difference on the busbar to be able to calculate the related heat flux from the cell to the
battery tester.

The entire setup is placed inside a Binder KB115 temperature chamber and the cell is connected to
an Arbin battery tester (LBT 5 V/60 A). The temperature chamber was used to guarantee uniform start
and operational conditions. Unless otherwise specified, all validation tests at laboratory BEV conditions
are performed at a temperature of 30 ◦C including two hours pre-tempering prior to each experiment.

The used load profiles are either constant current cycling profiles or a commonly used dynamic
profile based on the Worldwide harmonized Light vehicles Test Procedure (WLTP). The WLTP profile
is used to validate the model for dynamic loads and is representative for cases as driving in the
city. In Figure 5, exemplary a 75 A constant current cycling profile and the WLTP current profile are
demonstrated. In case of constant current cycling, a fully charged cell is discharged to the cut-off
voltage of 3 V. After a 10 s break the cell is charged with the same current until the upper cut-off voltage
of 4.1 V is reached. After a second break of 10 s, one full cycle is finished and is subsequently repeated.
For the dynamic load, the WLTP is transferred into a current profile per single cell. The resulting
dynamic load is a transient input for the experiment and the simulation, as well.

(a) Constant current profile (b) Dynamic WLTP profile

Figure 5. Constant current profile (e.g., 75 A) and dynamic current WLTP profile used for experiment
and simulation.

In addition to the developed experimental setup, experiments are performed under commonly
used experimental conditions for thermal investigations of battery cells. The investigated setups,
such as natural/forced convective cooling or adiabatic conditions, take place with the bracing and



Energies 2020, 13, 62 9 of 18

measurement plates. All corresponding experiments start with charging of the cell at 25 ◦C. After the
charging process, the cell is tempered in the temperature chamber at 25 ◦C. In both cases of investigated
convection conditions, the chamber’s fan is either deactivated (Natural convection) or kept active
(forced convection) for the duration of the cycling. A further investigated condition is the battery
cell in a fully isolated setup targeting adiabatic conditions. The related experiment in this work is
performed with the cell as well as measurement and bracing plates totally isolated in a box of 5 cm
styrofoam plates.

4. Results and Discussions

To evaluate the impact of commonly used thermal boundary conditions, the prismatic 25 Ah cell
has been subjected to multiple constant current charge/discharge cycles. In Figure 6a, the general
temperature behaviour of the lithium-ion cell at 25 ◦C is shown using a cycling profile with 75 A.

In all measurements, the temperature increases with time due to heat generation during the
cell’s cycling. The chronological sequence of the used current profile (see Figure 5) results in local
maxima at the end of every discharge. These maxima are obtained due to the high internal heat
generation at low SOC. During the first discharge, the process of heating-up is similar for all setups.
However, it is apparent that the following magnitude of the temperature rise depends strongly on the
boundary conditions.

(a) Temperature (b) Removed heat on terminals

Figure 6. Measured transient behaviour of 25 Ah cell at 75 A cycling under varying thermal boundary
conditions. Staring conditions as well as cooling plate and/or temperature chamber are set to 25 ◦C:
(a) average cell temperature with time, and (b) related removed heat by the wiring on the terminals.

In the case of natural convection the cell reaches a temperature of 45 ◦C (20 K increase) at the end
of the cycling. Whereas, under forced convection, the cell reaches a lower average temperature of
38 ◦C. Samad et al. [5] show comparable results investigating a prismatic cell in an active/inactive
temperature chamber. Moreover, they show a dependency on the positioning of a cell in the chamber
and assume a convection coefficient that is not constant on the cell’s surface.

Thus, it is critical to use a setup like this for validation, because both, natural and forced convection,
take place with unknown heat transfer conditions. Therefore, in the model validation, the associated
parameters have a high uncertainty [5], are assumed as constant [12], or are commonly used as a fitting
parameter. This reduces the significance of the validation and model behaviour. In [4] the issue of
unknown convection coefficient is taken into account by a special experimental setup for pouch cells
in a wind tunnel. In that case, the convection conditions are defined.

A solution for unknown convection is a fully isolated setup with adiabatic conditions. The fully
thermally insulated cell (Adiabatic in Figure 6) shows the highest temperature increase of 22 K at the
end of cycling. The main issue for validation with this setup is that targeted adiabatic conditions are not
fulfilled in the experiment. In any experiment, the large wiring of the battery tester removes heat from
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the cell, which depends on the temperature increase in the experiment. The resulting heat removal
is observable in Figure 6b. This (unwanted) heat sink removes up to 1.6 W of the heat generated in
the cell during the experiment with fully insulated setup. That is up to 14% of the overall generated
irreversible heat assuming an average cell resistance of 2 mΩ and 75 A cycling current. Heat removal
by the wiring is an additional issue in all setups. In either case of convection compared to the full
insulation setup, the overall temperature rise is lower than under adiabatic conditions. Therefore,
less heat is removed by the battery tester connection. Both convection conditions lead to ~1 W heat
removal at the end of the test, which is a significant influence. Investigating the different cell type of
pouch cells in their work, Rieger et al. [20] and Erhard [4] considered heat removal on the terminals
in simulation.

Avoiding uncertainties in convection conditions and monitoring heat removal by the battery tester,
the laboratory single cell BEV setup in this work is developed (Temp = const. in Figure 6). With mostly
adiabatic conditions and defined heat removal by conduction via the cooling plate, the uncertainties
are significantly reduced in comparison to the investigated setups. The amount of (unwanted) heat
removal is lower and the setup has defined cooling conditions with constant temperature cooling plate.
Further benefit using the suggested setup for validation are the real use case of a battery electric vehicle.
Using the laboratory BEV setup, the lowest temperatures increase of 9 K is observed. Simultaneously,
0.8 W are removed at the end of cycling, which still influences the thermal behaviour of the cell under
investigation. Therefore, the heat flux at the terminals has to be monitored in every experiment because
it affects the thermal behaviour significantly. It depends on the temperature of the connected battery
tester and can, therefore, change for comparable experiments e.g., on different days. In the validation
concept of this work, the measured heat removal is measured and used as time-dependent boundary
conditions for the model validation.

In order to examine the impact of the experimental conditions of the laboratory BEV setup on the
model’s behaviour, several simulations are performed respectively not considering influences from the
experimental setup.

In Figure 7 the experimentally measured average terminal temperature under laboratory BEV
conditions is compared to the various simulations: The boundary condition on the terminals with heat
flux from/to the battery tester is neglected (No heat flux), the cell is modelled without the bracing and
the measurement plates (No bracing), and the constant temperature boundary condition is directly
connected to the cell bottom without interstitial material (No thermal pad).

In all simulation curves, the spikes at the end of charge/discharge are due to the 10 s breaks
without heat generation taking place. Due to the graphical representation of the experimental data,
the spikes are not clearly visible in the black curve (Experiment], but they exist in both, experiments
and simulations, for constant current cycling with 10 s break.

In the previous figure, the heat removal by the wiring in the experiment is discussed. Not
considering heat removal as a transient thermal boundary conditions in the model, the temperature
increases in the corresponding simulation results (No heat flux). Starting without visible differences
during the initial cycles a significant temperature increase of 1–2 K mismatch is visible for the
consecutive cycling. It is obvious that other experimental conditions for validation than laboratory
BEV conditions would create a much higher deviation to the experiment (see Figure 6).

Neglecting the bracing components from the experimental setup (No bracing), the cell’s average
temperature shows a deviation of 2 K after the first discharge. The reason is the effect of the thermal
masses in the setup on the transient process of heating up. Without the bracing components, the process
of heating up takes place significantly faster, especially at the beginning. After the first cycle,
the temperature differences are decreasing with consecutive cycling.
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Figure 7. (top) Average terminal temperature for experiment and simulation at 75 A cycling of cell
under laboratory BEV conditions with varying experimental influences. Staring conditions as well
as cooling plate temperature are set to a temperature of 30 ◦C. (bottom) Corresponding temperature
deviation to experimental results.

The thermal resistance between the cell and the cooling condition is realized in the experiment
by a thermal pad. Assuming a direct thermal connection (No thermal pad), ideal thermal transfer
leads to a maximum error of 3 K lower temperature in comparison to the experimental data. Moreover,
the deviation increases with cycling time. The performed tests show, that in addition to modelling,
the heat flux at the terminals and the thermal masses of bracing components, the thermal contact
resistance needs to be taken into account, as well.

A thermal battery model is meaningfully validated if the heat generation and the resulting
transient temperature development in the experiment and simulation show good agreement. In the
used validation approach, the heat sources and the transient temperature distribution influences are
validated together, considering the impact of the experimental setup.

At first, the preliminary investigated experimental and model influences are considered as
boundary conditions. As a next step, the validation is performed for the heat generation and for the
average and spatial dependent temperatures on different locations on the cell. Finally, an estimation of
the temperature inside the jelly roll is possible.

The top of Figure 8a displays the transient temperature results of the experiments and the
simulations for cycling profiles with three different currents of 25 A, 50 A, and 75 A. Both experiments
and simulations, show in all cases an overall increase of the temperature and a typical temperature
peak at the end of charge and discharge step. This curve shape is characteristic of the used cell. At the
bottom of Figure 8, the transient absolute error is shown resulting in an average root-mean-square
error (RMSE) of 0.1 K for 25 A, 0.2 K for 50A and 0.2 K for 75 A. The highest deviation for every profile
exists at the end of the charge step. The error function is repetitive and does not increase with time.
The errors are all below the accuracy of the used thermocouples of±0.5 K. Furthermore, the magnitude
of the errors are in the same range and the model’s behaviour is load-independent. Thus, it can be
concluded, that the model shows very good agreement with the experimental data.

To validate the heat source behaviour, the heat generation for all current profiles during the first
cycle is calculated and presented in Figure 8b. The irreversible heat generation in the experiment is
calculated as the measured voltage drop regarding the OCV of the cell. This calculation approach is
very sensitive to the determined OCV in dependence of the SOC. Nevertheless, this approximation is
sufficient to estimate the irreversible heat generation in the experiment. For the total heat generation
in the experiment, the values for SOC-dependent reversible heat generation are cumulated. In the
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simulation, the irreversible and reversible heat generation are calculated all together by the previously
mentioned co-simulation approach.

(a) Temperature (b) Heat generation

Figure 8. Validation of experiment and simulation for different constant current cycling of cell under
laboratory BEV conditions with: (a) overall temperature and corresponding temperature difference
and (b) heat generation within the first cycle. Staring conditions as well as cooling plate temperature
are set to a temperature of 30 ◦C.

The results in Figure 8b demonstrate that the calculated heat in the simulation has the same
magnitude and transient curve form as the heat generations in the experiments. The relative shape
depends on the magnitude of the current. With increasing currents, the irreversible heat generation
dominates the reversible term. The maximum mean error is −1 W for 75 A with a maximum deviation
lower than 2 W. Especially at the end of discharge, near 10% SOC, the measured OCV differs from
the real behaviour and create some uncertainty in the calculation of experimental heat generation.
The average error of the heat generation in the SOC-range of 100–10% is reduced by 30% resulting in
an error of −0.7 W.

The main reason for the deviations due to the fitting error, when the RC-parameters of the ECM
are fitted. Furthermore, RC-parameters exist only for discrete points with a resulting interpolation error.
Nevertheless, with an acceptable heat generation error in the SOC-range of 100–10%, the established
model describes the thermal cell behaviour very good under laboratory single cell BEV conditions.

As already mentioned, the goal is to investigate the temperature distribution within the cell
during operation with high significance using the validated model. Therefore, the accuracy of local
temperature prediction is validated in addition to the average temperature by the example of 75 A
current profile. In Figure 9, the temperature distribution on the casing are shown for discrete points
during the constant current profile. The geometries display the simulation results including the
experimental results on discrete sensor positions (x) and the related deviation of experiment and
simulation in percentages.

For discrete sensor values, the model’s temperature prediction is in very good agreement.
The highest measured deviation of 2.1% (±1.4% due to thermocouple accuracy) is localized at the
bottom edges of the cell. As mentioned above, the thermal resistance between the cell bottom and
the cooling has a great impact on simulative results. The underlying material parameters are affected
by the outer clamping mechanism. This influences the results as it changes the thermal resistance of
the used thermal pad. However, the overall deviation is rather small and the model reveals a good
prediction of the local temperatures.
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Figure 9. Temperature distribution on the casing of 25 Ah cell for discrete time steps (1077 s, 2949 s,
and 4826 s) of constant current cycling with 75 A under laboratory BEV conditions. Staring conditions
as well as cooling plate temperature are set to a temperature of 30 ◦C. On discrete sensor positions (x)
experimental measurement results and deviation of simulation are included.

In order to investigate the thermal behaviour under dynamic operational conditions, the model
is finally validated for the widely used vehicle driving profile WLTP. Starting at 95% SOC and 30 ◦C,
the 1800 s WLTP profile is operated. The results for the spatial dependence of the temperature (see
nomenclature in Figure 4) and the overall heat generation are presented in Figure 10.

(a) Temperature (b) Heat generation

Figure 10. Validation of experiment and simulation for dynamic WLTP cycling of cell under laboratory
BEV conditions with: (a) Overall spatially-resolved temperature (nomenclature A–D as in Figure 4)
and corresponding spatially-resolved temperature difference and (b) heat generation during WLTP.
Staring conditions as well as cooling plate temperature are set to a temperature of at 30 ◦C.

The simulative results in Figure 10a reproduce the temperature increase of the cell through
the different sections of the WLTP (low–extra high). Very good agreement between simulation and
experiment exists for the cell casing in B-D with an average RMSE values <0.1 K. The influence of
liquid cooling at the bottom in BEV concepts is visible by the increasing temperature from the cell
bottom (D) to the cell top (B).

The average terminal temperature (A) shows the most dynamic behaviour with a temperature
increase >10% at the end of the final section in the WLTP profile. Furthermore, the largest deviation
of 0.8 K is apparent at the end. Nevertheless, the observed deviation is small with an average RMSE
of <0.3 K for section A. In general, the model describes the transient thermal cell behaviour very well
under defined boundary conditions.
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The comparison of related heat generation in Figure 10b shows increasing heat generation peaks
with the charge throughput in the WLTP profile. At the end of the WLTP profile, the maximum peak
heat generation is >20 W. With an average error of −0.3 W the model shows good prediction of the
heat generation in WLTP use case. As earlier mentioned, the estimated experimental heat generation is
strongly dependent on the measured OCV. A displacement of the OCV curve of 1% SOC results in
increasing error of −0.2 W. However, for a validation of the magnitude and curve form of the heat
generation that is certainly a sufficient accuracy.

In comparison to constant current cycling, the thermal strain is much lower in WLTP because of
large periods with little or no current. Therefore, in the case of WLTP load, no additional knowledge is
achieved compared to constant current cycling in Figure 9.

In order to investigate the thermal behaviour in a real BEV scenario after successful validation,
the used boundary conditions from experiment and validation are transferred to the boundary
conditions of the real BEV application (see schematics in Figure 1). To verify sufficient validation
conditions, the varying boundary conditions are compared in Figure 11. Thereby, the transient
temperature developments for the outer (a) and inner (b) cell temperatures are shown. For the
laboratory single cell setup, the overall temperature on the terminals is lower and the process of
heating up is different compared to the real BEV conditions (a). The reasons are the earlier mentioned
influences by the experimental setup. Nevertheless, the maximum temperature increase on the
casing and on the terminals is only 2 K and 3 K in comparison to real BEV conditions in the first
cycle. Subsequently, the difference between the average temperatures decreases with cycling duration
reaching a minimum of 1 K respectively 2 K at the end of the test.

(a) Surface temperatures (b) Jelly roll temperatures

Figure 11. Simulation results for constant current cycling with 75 A of 25 Ah cell at 30 ◦C under
varying BEV conditions: (a) overall temperature and corresponding temperature difference of outer
temperatures (nomenclature A–D in Figure 4). (b) Overall temperature and corresponding temperature
difference of jelly rolls max. and mean temperatures.

Most crucial temperature concerning safety, ageing, and cooling issues is the jelly roll temperature.
In Figure 11b the estimated maximum and average jelly roll temperatures are given. There is a
temperature increase for real BEV conditions of 1–2 K but the increase is similar for mean and maximum
temperature. Overall, the used laboratory BEV setup reproduces the real BEV application very well
and transfers the boundary conditions of a battery system to a practical single-cell setup.

Evaluating the effects of the boundary conditions in real BEV environment, the local temperature
peaks at the end of discharge are more pronounced inside the jelly roll than on the surface. Moreover,
the terminal temperature in case of real BEV conditions shows a similar transient behaviour compared
to the mean jelly roll temperature. Therefore, the jelly roll temperature can be approximated by
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measuring the terminal temperature in real BEV application. This is important e.g., for proper thermal
management systems.

The results for the temperature distribution on the central symmetry plane inside the cell are
displayed in Figure 12. The stated value in each sub-figure (©) is the maximum jelly roll temperature
calculated in simulation under real BEV conditions. The heat generation of the cell with constant
current cycling (Figure 12a) leads to a maximum temperature inside the jelly roll up to 44.1 ◦C at
the end of the third discharge. The highest temperature is reached in the upper part of the jelly
roll. The reason for the vertical location is the heat generation inside the jelly roll in combination
with the cooling system located at the bottom. Additionally, the increase of the vertical temperature
gradient with time is revealed on the casing. The gradient increases from 5 K after the first discharge
up to 8 K after the third discharge. Whereas the vertical position is affected by the cooling conditions,
the horizontal position is slightly located towards the cathode current collector due to different material
properties on anode and cathode. This results in different temperatures in the current collectors. Similar
temperatures compared to the jelly roll are detected in the positive current collector due to the ohmic
heat generation at the location of high current density.

(a) Constant load with real BEV conditions

(b) WLTP profile with real BEV conditions

Figure 12. Temperature distribution on the central symmetry plane inside the 25 Ah cell under real
BEV conditions at 30 ◦C for constant current cycling with 75 A (a) and dynamic WLTP profile (b).
On discrete positions (o) the maximum jelly roll temperature in simulation is included.

Investigating the cell’s temperature behaviour in the WLTP, the low thermal stress created by
the load is revealed in Figure 12b. Especially in the first sections of the WLTP, the average heat load
and the resulting temperature increase is small. Thus, a good regulation of the cell’s temperature by
the defined coolant temperature is possible. In the final section of the WLTP, the temperature inside
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the jelly roll increases up to 32.5 ◦C. In general, during the WLTP, the same temperature distribution
results inside the jelly roll compared to constant current load but with much lower overall temperature.
During periods of high loads towards the end of the profile at 1800 s, the terminal temperature increases
much faster due to the direct connection to the heat generation within the current collectors.

The temperature behaviour with real BEV conditions is much more important to investigate
under load conditions with high thermal impact than under conditions with low thermal impact.
The temperature development in dynamic WLTP profile reveals that such cases are not challenging
with the studied prismatic cells in BEV cooling conditions. High current loads in reality such as fast
charging or continuous high velocity of vehicles are much more challenging for performance, safety
and lifetime issues. With the developed and validated 3D electro–thermal model, further investigation
in the field of cooling approaches and module influences are possible.

5. Conclusions

In this work, an experimental setup was developed that transfers the boundary conditions of a
real BEV battery system with module architecture to a laboratory single cell setup. The setup is used
for validation of a 3D thermal model of a prismatic 25 Ah lithium-ion battery cell. The influences of
different commonly used experimental setups for thermal battery model validation are investigated
and compared to the designed setup. The results show, that not only the general ambient conditions
but also additional effects, such as the battery tester connection, have a strong impact on the measured
cell temperature. In targeted adiabatic conditions over 14% of the produced heat are removed through
the wiring. Therefore, the removed heat has to be monitored in the experiment and used as a
transient boundary condition for validation. Further influences, such as thermal masses of the bracing
component in the experiment are shown to be important for accurate model behaviour.

To guarantee the model’s significance, a detailed validation approach was performed.
The previously determined experimental and modelling influences on the thermal cell behaviour
were considered as boundary conditions in the validation model. Subsequently, the model’s thermal
behaviour was validated for static loads as well as for dynamic profiles. The obtained simulation
results are in very good agreement with the experimental data collected at various profiles. For proper
validation, not only the average temperature but also local temperatures on discrete sensor positions
are validated. The model reveals maximum local errors of ~2% at high current cycling. The maximum
average RMSE value for dynamic as well as static profiles is <0.4 K and therefore under the accuracy
of the used thermocouples of ±0.5 K. After successful validation, the model is used to predict the
temperature in a real BEV application. First, the differences between laboratory setup and real
application are evaluated by simulation. The evaluation indicates that the developed setup reproduces
the real BEV conditions adequately. Considering real BEV conditions with fully validated model,
the simulations reveal small thermal effects in the cell during the WLTP profile. During constant current
profiles, exemplary for fast charging, the cell experiences stronger thermal effects with increasing
temperature in the jelly roll up to 44.1 ◦C and gradients between anode/cathode, as well as in vertical
direction towards the cooling system.

Further work with the validated model will focus on the effects of cooling conditions in BEVs and
the module’s specific conditions and their influence on the cell’s thermal behaviour such as additional
power loss by electronic components.
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Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used in this manuscript:

BEV Battery electric vehicle
ECM Equivalent circuit model
MSMD Multi-scale multi-dimensional
NMC Nickel–manganese–cobalt
OCV Open circuit voltage
RSME Root mean square error
SOC State of charge
TEC Thermoelectric cooler
WLTP Worldwide harmonized Light vehicles Test Procedure
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