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Abstract

:

A novel three-phase power-factor-correction (PFC) rectifier with zero-voltage-switching (ZVS) in six main switches and zero-current-switching (ZCS) in the auxiliary switch is proposed, analyzed, and experimentally verified. The main feature of the proposed auxiliary circuit is used to reduce the switching loss when the six main switches are turned on and the one auxiliary switch is turned off. In this paper, a detailed operating analysis of the proposed circuit is given. Modeling and analysis are verified by experimental results based on a three-phase 7 kW rectifier. The soft-switched PFC rectifier shows an improvement in efficiency of 2.25% compared to its hard-switched counterpart at 220 V under full load.
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1. Introduction


Power electronic converters play a critical role in the energy industry due to their ability to optimally control and condition the power they deliver to a load. In addition, they are required to control and condition the power they draw from energy sources to support their optimal operation. This is achieved by compliance to EMI and harmonic standards such as EN6100-3-2 and efficiency standards such as 80Plus [1]. Soft-switching technologies are a primary enabler for improving efficiency by minimizing switching losses and reducing EMI and harmonics by “soft” ending the edges of the switching transitions [2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12]. References [8] and [9] report soft-switching techniques that includes zero-voltage-switching (ZVS) and zero-current-switching (ZCS). Three-phase rectifiers with active power-factor-correction (PFC) control achieve an improved power factor and lower harmonic content [10,11,12,13]. Active PFC rectifiers using a boost (current source) front end achieve better input current wave-shaping and lower harmonic distortion compared to their buck-derived counterparts [14]. Three single-phase PFC rectifiers are used in [15] to synthesize a three-phase PFC rectifier. Reference [16] reports the use of space vector modulation (SVM) to achieve a high power factor in a three-phase six-switch rectifier. Soft-switching techniques employed in three-phase rectifiers are reported in [17,18,19] to improve efficiency and EMI performance. Soft-switching using a passive lossless snubber is presented in [17]. Although this approach can improve the efficiency, the circuit suffers from higher component stress. In [18], an active snubber is used to achieve soft-switching at the expense of higher control complexity and switching stress in the auxiliary switch. In [19,20,21,22], the zero-voltage-transition and control technique was applied in a three-phase PFC rectifier. Although the main switches can achieve ZVS at turn-on, the auxiliary switch was hard-switched operated at turn-off.



A conventional three-phase six-switch PFC rectifier is shown in Figure 1. A novel soft-switched three-phase active rectifier using an active auxiliary circuit is proposed in this paper. The principal performance improvement is the achievement of ZVS at turn-on for the six rectifier switches and ZCS at turn-off for the one auxiliary switch. A detailed description of the operation of the proposed soft-switched rectifier is presented in Section 2. Validation of the design through simulation and experimental results are shown in Section 3 followed by concluding remarks in Section 4.




2. Proposed Three-Phase Six-Switch Soft-switching PFC Rectifier


The proposed three-phase six-switch soft-switching PFC rectifier is shown in Figure 2. The circuit inside the dotted box is a soft-switching assist circuit to achieve ZVS in the main switches and ZCS in the auxiliary switch. The soft-switching assist circuit consists of the auxiliary switch SA, resonant inductor LR, transformer Tr, barrier diode DR1, clamp circuit RC–DC–CC, and resonant capacitor (the capacitance employs the parasitic capacitance of main switch).



Three phase line voltages VRN, VSN, VTN for a balanced three-phase system are shown in Figure 3. The 60° symmetry in the three-phase voltages is evident from Figure 3. The operation of the three-phase PFC using the 60° symmetry is described in detail in [11].



In order to simplify the analysis, Interval 1 (0°–60°) can be selected for the analysis of the switching cycles as the operation over the rectifier is identical in the other 60° segments. The following assumptions are made to support the operating analysis:

	(1)

	
Input inductance LB is large enough to allow the input current to be considered as a current source over a switching period;




	(2)

	
Input capacitance CL is large enough to be equivalent to the ideal voltage source VO; and




	(3)

	
The output capacitance of the clamp circuit CC is large enough to allow its voltage VC to be considered a voltage source over a switching period.









Under the assumptions listed above, the simplified circuit diagram is shown in Figure 4 and the voltage polarity and current direction for each main component are defined.



A detailed description of circuit operation is provided in this section. The key waveforms of the circuit for Interval 1 are shown in Figure 5, and equivalent circuits for each operating mode are shown in Figure 6. There are 12 operating modes to be analyzed over a switching cycle.



2.1. Mode 0: (t ≦ T0)


This mode is based on the analysis of the switching cycle in Interval 1 (VRN > 0, VTN > 0, and VSN < 0). Before T0, as in Figure 6a, the diode D1, D6, and D5 are in the state of conduction. The main switches S1 to S6 and auxiliary switch SA are turned off. The currents iR and iT flow through diode DB to the load and return to the AC source as the current iS. Under this condition, the voltage across the active rectifier bridge is VX = VO.




2.2. Mode 1 (T0 < t ≦ T1)


At T0, the auxiliary switch SA is turned on to go into Mode 1. The current i1 of resonant inductor LR starts to increase, and current i1 flows through the primary winding N1 of the transformer Tr. The induced current i2 and excitation current im outflow through secondary coil N2, as shown in Figure 6b. The voltage on the seconding winding N2 is the output voltage VO. The voltage V1 and V2 across the windings of transformer Tr are obtained as follows:


V2=VO



(1)






V1=N1N2V2=nVO



(2)




The current in the resonant inductor i1 increases linearly with the slope given by


di1dt=VO−V1LR=VO−nVOLR=(1−n)VOLR



(3)




Similarly to i1, the excitation current im also displays a linear increase, and the slope is


dimdt=VOLm



(4)




When the current i1 ascends to iS current, this mode ends. The time interval is given as below:


t01=isVo(1−n)LR



(5)








2.3. Mode 2 (T1 < t ≦ T2)


At t = T1, the DC link diode current ib reaches zero. The reverse recovery current of diode DB flows through diode DB in a negative direction. The resonant inductor current keeps increasing, as shown in Figure 6c.




2.4. Mode 3 (T2 < t ≦ T3)


At t = T2, the parasitic capacitance of diode Db along with the resonant capacitor CR, which includes the parasitic capacitor of the main switches and the resonant inductor LR, start resonating, as shown in Figure 6d. When the equivalent voltage VX of the main switch is decreased to zero at t = T3, the mode ends. The equivalent voltage VX and resonant current i1 are shown in Equations (6) and (7).


VX=VO−(1−n)VO(1−cos(ωRt))



(6)






i1=is+iRR+(1−n)VOZCsin(ωRt)



(7)






CR=C2+C3+C4



(8)






ωR=1LR(CR+Cb)



(9)






ZC=LRCR+Cb



(10)








2.5. Mode 4: (T3 < t ≦ T4)


When t > T3, the bridge rectifier voltage VX is decreased to zero and the auxiliary switch SA continues to conduct. The corresponding equivalent circuit is shown in Figure 6e. The body diodes D4, D3, and D2 of the main switches S4, S3, and S2 are conducting. Turning on the main switches S4, S6, and S2 when the bridge voltage reaches zero achieves ZVS turn-on. The detection circuitry to turn on the main switches at zero voltage also enables the minimization of duty-cycle loss and, thus, loss of efficiency. After the main switches turn on at ZVS, the resonant inductor current i1 decreases linearly with the slope given by Equation (11). When the current of the main switches S4 and S2 reaches zero at t = T4, the mode ends.


di1dt=−nVOLR



(11)








2.6. Mode 5: (T4 < t ≦ T5)


As shown in Figure 6f, when t > T4, then S4, S6, and S2 keep conducting. The current il is continuously decreased to zero until t = T5.




2.7. Mode 6: (T5 < t ≦ T6)


When t > T5, the input currents iR and iT flow through the main switches S4 and S2, as shown in Figure 6g. When the current ia flows through the auxiliary switch SA, it consists mostly of the magnetizing current, im, of the transformer. If the magnetizing inductance Lm is designed to be relatively large, the current ia of the auxiliary switch SA is extremely close to zero. When T5 < t ≦ T6, the auxiliary switch is set to be turned off so that it can effectively achieve the purpose of ZCS.




2.8. Mode 7: (T6 < t ≦ T7)


When t = T6, the auxiliary switch SA is turned off, as shown in Figure 6h. Subsequently, the magnetizing current im of the transformer charges the parasitic capacitance Coss1 of the auxiliary switch SA so that the auxiliary switch voltage will increase continuously.




2.9. Mode 8: (T7 ≦ t ≦ T8)


At t = T7, the auxiliary switch voltage VSA increases to VO + VC and the clamp diode DC is conducting. The magnetizing current im discharges through the clamp circuit DC–VC, as shown in Figure 6i. The slope of the excitation current in this mode is given by


dimdt=−VCLm



(12)








2.10. Mode 10: (T8 ≦ t ≦ T9)


At t = T8, the magnetizing current im is decreased to zero which resets the transformer, as shown in Figure 6j.




2.11. Mode 10: (T9 < t ≦ T10)


At t = T9, the main switch S4 is turned off. The input current iR charges the parasitic capacitance of the main switch S4 and the equivalent voltage VX of the main switch is increased, as shown in Figure 6k.




2.12. Mode 11: (T10 ≦ t ≦ T11)


At t = T10, the equivalent voltage VX of the main switch is increased to VO and the diode DB is conducting as shown in Figure 6l. Subsequently, the antiparallel diode D1 of the main switch S1 is conducting. The input current iR flows through diodes D1 and DB and flows back from iS through the load.




2.13. Mode 12: (T11 ≦ t ≦ T12)


At t = T11, the main switch S2 is turned off. The input current iT starts to charge the parasitic capacitance of the main switch S2, as shown in Figure 6m.





3. Experimental Verifications


Based on the design described, a prototype was built. When the line voltage in the three-phase input was 220 V, namely, the phase voltage was 127 V, the switching frequency 40 kHz, and the output load 7 kW, then the measured waveforms for three-phase VRN, VSN, VTN, line voltage and the line current were at low line and full load. The current waveform, as in Figure 7, is practically sinusoidal with low THD and a high power factor (the A-THD is shown in Figure 8 and power factor is shown in Figure 9).



Figure 10 shows the simulation waveforms using Isspice at half load and full load. It can be seen that the main switches S4 and S2 on the bottom sides turned on when their VX was down to zero by the resonant circuit, after the auxiliary switch SA was turned on.



Measured waveforms of the gate drive signals and voltage across the main switch are shown in Figure 11. The captured waveforms indicate the need to turn on the auxiliary switch SA before the turning on the main switches S4 and S2 to achieve ZVS.



As shown in Figure 12, when the current i1 of resonant inductor LR decreases to zero, the auxiliary switch SA can be turned off under ZCS conditions.



A comparison between the hard-switched and proposed soft-switched rectifier was performed at a load of 7 kW over an input voltage range of 190–250 V. The hard-switched rectifier was tested by simply disabling the soft-switch assist circuitry. Figure 13 shows the efficiency improvement from the soft-switched rectifier. The largest efficiency difference between hard-switch and soft-switch rectifier was 2.55% when the input line voltage was 220 V, and Figure 14 shows the soft-switched rectifier efficiency from 1–7 kW.




4. Conclusions


A novel three-phase rectifier with zero-voltage-switching and zero-current-switching features was proposed. The design has been validated with simulation and experimental data captured on a 7 kW three-phase rectifier prototype. Efficiency improvement between hard-switch and soft-switch rectifiers peaks at 2.55% when the input line voltage is 220 V at full load. Mathematical equations to explain circuit operation have been derived and analyzed under a sequence of operating modes. The experimental results have confirmed the proposed design of the soft-switched rectifier in achieving high efficiency, high power factor, and low THD.
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Figure 1. A conventional three-phase six-switch power-factor-correction (PFC) rectifier. 
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Figure 2. The circuit of the proposed soft-switching PFC rectifier. 
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Figure 3. The line cycle in three-phase balance power system. 
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Figure 4. The simplified circuit of the proposed soft-switched rectifier. 
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Figure 5. The key waveforms of the proposed soft-switched rectifier. 
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Figure 6. Operation modes of the proposed soft-switched rectifier. 
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Figure 7. Measured waveforms of input voltage and input current at full load. 
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Figure 8. A-THD measured results. 
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Figure 9. Power factor measured results. 
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Figure 10. Simulation of key waveforms of the main switch voltage VX and current il at (a) half load and (b) full load. 
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Figure 11. Measured waveforms of drive signal and voltage for the main switch of the soft-switched rectifier. 
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Figure 12. Measured waveforms of drive signal and resonant current for the main switch of the soft-switched rectifier. 
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Figure 13. The efficiency comparison between hard-switching and soft-switching rectifier at 7 kW load. 
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Figure 14. Measured efficiency from 1 to 7 kW with the soft-switched rectifier. 






Figure 14. Measured efficiency from 1 to 7 kW with the soft-switched rectifier.



[image: Energies 12 01119 g014]








© 2019 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).






media/file26.jpg
2.

50
SEELLLLLLLA S

Output Pover(W)

= SotSwitching
Ve






media/file8.jpg
-

<
=
< .
ol
v i
g
g s
N N
T &
I <
Bt
<
-
o






media/file27.png
-
Mx
D
mm
-uz
1
| |
1
-.I..l
| B
L]
8 8 K8 8 8 8 § 8 §
S S 88 I 8

97.50

(%) Adusdyyy

Output Power(W)






media/file13.png
(S EET S |

-

IFSEL BT

S R

e Aol

R = T

B v

R

=10 =
LNl

[ ]
A W adie
AOEEEC 1

Pl rrsl i

Ee b

Ak Selliw

L L

L

[

Fulums vl
T

LEELERLRRE 1E)

Fodasr rvwnll
B o
i ivewws S cliw

VTN

<A A

w

=
oy N el
=3

[

SATLETES I ]
B,

retonm (€ §
e

B sawmic. 2%

PR

&
R
[ ST i
Ll |
L

R L |
BT, ERT W

-





media/file12.jpg





media/file18.jpg
e
1[0

5

I

s

()

@





media/file9.png
Ll

) Y~y A ) Yy A ) A ) Yy A ) Yy A ) A ) Yy
A A A A F: A A A \ NV A A

1/40KH?

TS=

T9\ T, T
Tio

Ty
1,7,

TN






media/file14.jpg
A-THD(%)

2
1
i)

——R Phase ATHD
85 Phase A-THD
T Phase ATHD

SELLLSLISSEES
Output Power(W)






media/file20.jpg





media/file23.png
Normal ©
IntP 25GS/s

Stopped 78 H
: : : : Mah:25M : : : 10us/div

Vsa

Edge

DC 8M DC508M  [DC 8M DC 8M ﬁ £
20.0 V/div  ||500mV/div [20.0 v/div 200 v/div omV
10:1 1:1 100:1 1000:1 DCOFF #






media/file5.png
1

VTN

Vsn

SN——t e N N

VA

120° 180° 240~ 300~

60°





media/file15.png
A-THI("0)

12
11
10
g :: —+—R Phase A-THD
7 el S Phase A-THD
? —i—T Phase A-THD
._1_
3 —
2 CTTTTTTT T et

N

Output Power(W)






media/file19.png
20V

20V

20V

200V

254

> E—
10us

I?OOV

f—>
[0us

S

ZCS

a4y

i

(b)

(a)





media/file2.jpg
itk

Bbf

sbfoby

sl fs






nav.xhtml


  energies-12-01119


  
    		
      energies-12-01119
    


  




  





media/file11.png
N

. %' _ilb . <:— lRR
)
li > + iS: ﬁz + iS: ﬁz +
MR VeDVo M@ WV Proms W {-ov@ro
i - |- k. - |z * -
iy g ‘ | iy ”
(b) Mode 1 (c)Mode 2
Z’ - - ; - 4 * ; - | 4i, +
o i OVeDVo At Wi 1i.OVeDVo Mia ‘W 1.0v-Qv
]‘i C()_oj‘,ic I ::»(ﬁ CO_()]‘ i\f l I J:ﬁ) c()_o
Lay Lay 4 Lay i
&EF}&J“ &EF} S gﬂé{}}gﬂ&ﬂ}&ﬁ}} S.HE2 sHFEsHEsHET siHFE
) (d)Mode 3 ) (&) Mode 4 (Mode 5
. SiEySk Ssﬁ _ ; Mﬁﬁﬁ ﬁ% - SiirSd &% _
+ 6 e +
ls . /o Ig . -
e i Ovedv, e VOV,
]\'i\f ’ { J;ﬁ) C()_O]‘vi\j | i fm() CO_O
ly
SHEFSHETSHET Sk SHETSHEESHET S SHETSH #
(g) Mode 6 (h) Mode 7
_ SifF TS &I& . ME]}}&.E &E]}} S
l l [ [ [ [
\e —{»> +
MG 62 Ve Vo
4 1l —
sHFEsHEEsHEE 84 @Aﬁ}}sﬂi}}%}}% Sif
(j) Mode 9 (k) Mode 10 ()Mode 11
; Sipef S5 154
aC +
ISU VeV
1l —
ShEEs :E&JE:B Sil





media/file6.jpg
£k

Baueh

sk
2 59

7l Pl
i%-. e
49






media/file24.jpg
97.00
9.00

~+- Hard Switching
95.00

EfMficiency (%)
2
8

|
‘ - Saft Svitching
|
|

9200

180 190 200 210 220 230 240 250 260
Vin(Vac)






media/file1.png
— = e
s, | &p, s, |+ &0, Ss || $Ps

Co T~

= = e
s [« &0, _s, |« &0 _s, | %






media/file10.jpg
B ;_%gx_.g]} @@@QD [ T T o

; SERsHRsER ‘413

i s£PsRep s
;






media/file7.png
=

I—
_s, [+

S3 — S5 —

&
S4|_

1D, —
S, [
|_

Dy — 1D,
S, t

Yo






media/file16.jpg
PR

099
098
097
096
095
094
093

[—=R Phase PF|
|~ Phase PF
| T Phase PF






media/file3.png
v

D, —1D; —1D; Dri Dr:&
Ss |4 Ss 14

N, CePVeSRe {0

Sy — S5 — $2 — S —






media/file22.jpg
207






media/file17.png
PF

0.99
0.98

0.97

, =B, Phase PF

0.96
0.95

=fii=5 Phase PF
T Phase PF

0.94

0.93

SN

N ﬂ.; e I I T I T e I LT S N
UL, 'Q« ) Q A R e e ﬂ'.'.\ ':Z'-
|',.:| ) ﬁ.g'.? rfi‘ l},_"} %Q' ':'J .\‘Q\ .-'\

.-\

Output Power(W)






media/file4.jpg
wt

0° 60° 1200 180°  240°  300°  360°






media/file25.png
)

Efficiency (m2%o

98.00

—4— Hard-Switching
< Soft-Switching

97.00
96.00
0500 _./ =
Pl
94.00 /(
93.00
v

92.00

180 190 200 210 220 230 240 250 260

Vin(Vac)






media/file0.jpg





media/file21.png
Stopped

Normal
IntP 25GS/s

DC 8M DC8M 8
20.0 V/div  ||20.0 V/div |/20.0 V/div
10:1 100:1 100:1

DC 8M

10us/div






