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Supplementary Figure S1. Representative images from the central region of four 
atherosclerotic plaques developed in the carotid artery. Images from two plaques (A,B) 
are shown at lower and from two other ones (C,D) at higher magnification. 
Immunohistochemistry visualized by 3,3'-diaminobenzidine chromogen reveals both 
intracytoplasmic and extracellular localization of FXIII-A. Macrophages with empty, 
non-stained parts in the cytoplasm indicate that lipids that had been ingested by the 
cells were solubilized and removed by solvents used for the fixation/staining 
procedure. Such macrophages originally rich in lipid particles (foam cells) are 
extended also in the fibrotic areas and all of them are intensively stained for FXIII-A. 
Expression of FXIII-A is much stronger at the periphery of cells due to 
intracytoplasmic co-localization with lipid droplets.  


