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Abstract: A series of carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives were synthesized using a one-
pot strategy. Compounds were obtained in moderate to excellent yields (56–85%). Synthesized
derivatives were evaluated for their anti-cancer (HepG2, Huh-7, and MCF-7 human cancer cell lines)
and anti-microbial potential. Compound p-tolylcarbamothioyl)furan-2-carboxamide showed the
highest anti-cancer activity at a concentration of 20 µg/mL against hepatocellular carcinoma, with
a cell viability of 33.29%. All compounds showed significant anti-cancer activity against HepG2,
Huh-7, and MCF-7, while indazole and 2,4-dinitrophenyl containing carboxamide derivatives were
found to be less potent against all tested cell lines. Results were compared with the standard drug
doxorubicin. Carboxamide derivatives possessing 2,4-dinitrophenyl showed significant inhibition
against all bacterial and fungal strains with inhibition zones (I.Z) in the range of 9–17 and MICs were
found to be 150.7–295 µg/mL. All carboxamide derivatives showed significant anti-fungal activity
against all tested fungal strains. Gentamicin was used as the standard drug. The results showed
that carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives could be a potential source of anti-cancer and
anti-microbial agents.
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1. Introduction

Carbamothioyl-aryl-2-carboxamide has promising pharmacological properties [1–4].
The general structure of carbamothioyl-aryl-2-carboxamide is shown in Figure 1.

 

 

 

 
Molecules 2023, 28, x. https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx  www.mdpi.com/journal/molecules 

Article 

In Vitro Anti‐Microbial Activity and Anti‐Cancer Potential of 

Novel Synthesized Carbamothioyl‐Furan‐2‐Carboxamide   

Derivatives 

Muhammad Salman Javed 1, Muhammad Zubair 1,*, Komal Rizwan 2,* and Muhammad Jamil 3 

1  Department of Chemistry, Government College University Faisalabad, Faisalabad 38000, Pakistan;   

salmanjavid001@gmail.com 
2  Department of Chemistry, University of Sahiwal, Sahiwal 57000, Pakistan 
3  Department of Chemistry, Government Post Graduate College, Sahiwal 57000, Pakistan;   

zubairmkn@yahoo.com 

*  Correspondence: zubairmkn@gcuf.edu.pk (M.Z.); komal.rizwan45@yahoo.com (K.R.) 

Abstract: A  series  of  carbamothioyl‐furan‐2‐carboxamide  derivatives were  synthesized  using  a 

one‐pot strategy. Compounds were obtained in moderate to excellent yields (56–85%). Synthesized 

derivatives were  evaluated  for  their  anti‐cancer  (HepG2, Huh‐7,  and MCF‐7 human  cancer  cell 

lines) and anti‐microbial potential. Compound p‐tolylcarbamothioyl)furan‐2‐carboxamide showed 

the highest anti‐cancer activity at a concentration of 20 μg/mL against hepatocellular carcinoma, 

with  a  cell  viability  of  33.29%. All  compounds  showed  significant  anti‐cancer  activity  against 

HepG2, Huh‐7, and MCF‐7, while indazole and 2,4‐dinitrophenyl containing carboxamide deriva‐

tives were  found  to be  less potent  against  all  tested  cell  lines. Results were  compared with  the 

standard drug doxorubicin. Carboxamide derivatives possessing 2,4‐dinitrophenyl showed signif‐

icant  inhibition against all bacterial and fungal strains with  inhibition zones (I.Z)  in the range of 

9–17 and MICs were found to be 150.7–295 μg/mL. All carboxamide derivatives showed significant 

anti‐fungal activity against all  tested  fungal strains. Gentamicin was used as  the standard drug. 

The  results  showed  that  carbamothioyl‐furan‐2‐carboxamide  derivatives  could  be  a  potential 

source of anti‐cancer and anti‐microbial agents. 

Keywords: carbamothioyl; carboxamide; furan; anti‐cancer; anti‐microbial 

 

1. Introduction 

Carbamothioyl‐aryl‐2‐carboxamide  has  promising  pharmacological  properties 

[1–4]. The general structure of carbamothioyl‐aryl‐2‐carboxamide is shown in Figure 1. 

Ar

O

N
H

S

NH2

 

Figure 1. General chemical structure of carbamothioyl‐aryl‐2‐carboxamide. 

Carbamothioyl‐aryl‐2‐carboxamide  derivatives  including  furane,  thiazole,  ben‐

zothiozole, and thiophene moieties showed active anti‐fungal (i), anti‐bacterial    (ii) and 

anti‐cancer potential (iii) [5,6] (Figure 2).   
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Figure 1. General chemical structure of carbamothioyl-aryl-2-carboxamide.

Carbamothioyl-aryl-2-carboxamide derivatives including furane, thiazole, benzothio-
zole, and thiophene moieties showed active anti-fungal (i), anti-bacterial (ii) and anti-cancer
potential (iii) [5,6] (Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Active anti‐fungal (i), anti‐bacterial (ii) and anti‐cancer (iii) derivatives of different car‐

bamothioyl‐aryl‐2‐carboxamides. 
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Figure 2. Active anti-fungal (i), anti-bacterial (ii) and anti-cancer (iii) derivatives of different
carbamothioyl-aryl-2-carboxamides.

Scientists are attempting to incorporate furan-based building blocks into drug molecules
to give them exceptional medicinal properties. The furan moiety is physiologically ac-
tive, and it has the potential to modify protein-based molecules [7,8]. Polymeric organic
materials have potential for application in the encapsulation of drugs for targeted drug
delivery and also play a role as anti-microbial agents [9,10]. Currently, human hepato-
cellular carcinoma is the fifth most common disease and third most common reason for
mortalities globally [11,12]. Instead of significant progress in medical procedures and
chemotherapy, most patients with hepatocellular carcinoma lose their lives within one year
of diagnosis. More than 600,000 patients every year lose their lives due to liver malignant
growths. Hepato-cellular carcinoma is primarily treated with chemotherapy and through
surgical procedures [13,14]. Doxorubicin is the most commonly used drug against hepatic
syndromes, either alone or in conjunction with other medications such as cisplatin. How-
ever, the results of current standard chemotherapeutic medication are not matched with
therapeutic needs due to their severe toxic effect on ordinary hepatocytes [15]. Despite
a lot of research on the treatment of liver carcinoma, there remains an opportunity to
improve or synthesize novel drugs for chemotherapeutic treatment of liver cancer with the
minor side effects. Heteroatom-containing compounds are biologically active, and they are
building blocks for various drug molecules [16,17]. Due to the presence of heteroatoms
(N, S and O) in carbamothioyl-aryl-2-carboxamide, its derivatives have a variety of bio-
logical functions and are broadly used in the field of medicinal chemistry [5,6]. (Figure 2).
Functional moieties such as carbonyl, thiocarbonyl, and amines are building blocks of many
drugs. These groups frequently perform a structural role, linking other functionalities
and aiding in the optimal orientation for interaction with the drug’s target [18,19]. The
chemical reactivity of carbonyl functional groups can also allow these groups to come
into close contact with the target, generating hydrogen bonds and other intermolecular
interactions. Considering the worldwide spread of cancer and microbe-related diseases
where microbes have become drug resistant, there is a need to find more potent anti-cancer
and anti-microbial agents. The compounds containing carboxamide and carbamothioyl
moieties have been proven to be potent anti-cancer and anti-microbial agents [5,6,20]. In
this context, the current study describes the synthesis and anti-microbial assessment of a
few furan-based acyl thiourea derivatives (containing both carboxamide and carbamoth-
ioyl moieties). So far, our research group has reported the synthesis and pharmacological
potential of symmetrical di-substituted thiourea, and these compounds were found to be
potently active as anti-urease and anti-microbial agents [20]. In this research, we have
synthesized next-generation carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxiamide derivatives (4a–f), and
these derivatives were screened for their anti-cancer and anti-microbial activities.

2. Results and Discussion
2.1. Synthesis

We prepared the solution of 2-furoic acid in dry benzene and mixed it with thionyl
chloride solution. The mixture was boiled for 10–12 h in a water bath (Scheme 1). Then,
the excess solvent and SOCl2 were removed under reduced pressure, a further reaction
mixture was concentrated in the vacuum, and furan-2-carbonyl chloride in a colorless
liquid was obtained (2). Furan-2-carbonyl chloride (2) was treated with anhydrous KSCN
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in the presence of dry acetone to synthesize furoyl iso-thiocyanate (3) in a quantitative yield.
Iso-thiocyanate is a useful precursor in synthetic chemistry for the synthesis of different
substituted carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamides [21]. The corresponding carbamothioyl-
furan-2-carboxamide derivatives (4a–f) were produced in moderate to excellent yields
using iso-thiocyanate (3), which was not separated and used directly to react with amines.
The addition to the -NCS system and the nucleophilic substitution of carbonyl carbon may
compete with one another. It has been observed that iso-thiocyanate (3) undergoes an
additional reaction with primary amines to synthesize the corresponding carbamothioyl-
furan-2-carboxamide derivatives (4a–f). The target compounds (4a–f) were obtained in
moderate to excellent yields (56–85%) (Figure 3). Structure–activity relationships (SAR) in
relation to the substituent on the phenyl ring in the amine substrate can be used to explain
the percentage yield. In comparison to meta- (4b; 73%) and ortho- (4a; 67%) substituted
products, para-substituted products (4c; 77%) and (4d; 75%) were obtained in good yields
due to the steric effect. The indazole moiety was also successfully incorporated under opti-
mized conditions and product 4e was obtained in high yield (85%). In the IR spectrum, an
N-H absorption band was observed from 3189–3389 cm−1, whereas appearance of carbonyl
peaks in the range of 1664 to 1678 cm−1 is explained on the basis of intra-molecular hydro-
gen bonding between the oxygen of the carbonyl group and the hydrogen of the thioamide
group (Figure 3). The C=S peak appeared from 1205 to 1266 cm−1. The N-H protons in
1H NMR spectra appeared from 13.21 to 10.46 ppm as singlet, while N′-H protons appeared
in the range of 9.37–7.62 ppm. Carbonyl and thio-carbonyl groups produce a strong de-
shielding effect, due to which the proton of N-H appears at a high frequency. The aromatic
protons appeared in the region of 9.09 to 6.63 ppm. The C=S and C=O groups provided us
with the most de-shielded 13C NMR signals. The carbon of thio-carbonyl group showed
signals at δ 180.0 to 176.1 ppm due to low excitation energy [22]. The signals of carbonyl
carbon appear in the region of δ 156.1 to 158.2 due to the involvement of oxygen atoms
from the carbonyl group in intra-molecular hydrogen bonding (Figure 3).

2.2. Pharmacology
2.2.1. Anti-Cancer Activity of Synthesized Carbamothioyl-Furan-2-Carboxamide
Derivatives against HepG2, Huh-7, and MCF-7 Cancer Cell Line

Human cancer cells (HepG2, Huh-7, and MCF-7) were employed to test the anti-
cancer potential of synthesized molecules. Untreated cancer cell linings (HepG2, Huh-7,
and MCF-7) were used as the negative control and doxorubicin was employed as the
positive control (Table 1). The compound 4d showed the highest anti-cancer activity
with less cell viabilities (33.29, 45.09, and 41.81%, respectively) among all synthesized
compounds (4a–f). Compounds 4a, 4b, and 4c also showed significant anti-cancer activity
in the case of HepG2, with a cell viability of 35.01%, 37.31%, and 39.22%, respectively,
while 4e and 4f were found to be less potent against all tested cancer cell lines with
relatively high cell viability (63.75–82.81%). The relative activity of 4a–f against the cancer
cell line is as follows: 4d < 4a < 4b < 4c < 4e < 4f (Table 1, Figure 4). Studies revealed
that the drug doxorubicin, which is commonly used for the treatment of HepG2 cancer,
showed a cell viability of 0.62% (48 h) [23]. The anti-cancer activity of structure–activity
relationships (SAR) pertaining to the substituent connected to the phenyl ring can be used
to explain the anti-cancer activity of carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxiamde derivatives. The
detailed examination of the synthesized compounds’ structure and activity revealed that
the presence of electron-donor substituents increases their anti-cancer action [24–26]; para-
methyl-substituted 4d exhibited greater anti-cancer activity (% cell viability = 33.29, 45.09,
and 41.81%) than other compounds. The presence of the nitro group at different positions
(o, m, p) in the phenyl ring exhibited promising anti-cancer potential; o-nitro-substituted 4a
showed significant anti-cancer potential (cell viability = 35.01, 48.32, 43.96 %) and was found
to be the most active anti-cancer agent among meta and para nitro-substituted compounds
4b and 4c, with cell viability in the range of 37.31–65.33 %. The decreasing activity order of
nitro-substituted compounds are ortho > meta > para. Similarly, in compounds 4e and 4f,
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the presence of a bulky group in the ring may be responsible for increasing the cell viability
of compounds towards the cancer cell line.
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Scheme 1. Synthesis of carbamothioyl‐furan‐2‐carboxamide derivatives (4a–f). Reaction conditions: 
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Scheme 1. Synthesis of carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives (4a–f). Reaction conditions:
(i) 1 (1 g, 9.0 mmol), SOCl2 (0.65 mL, 9.0 mmol), benzene (20 mL) refluxed in water bath for 10–12 h
(ii) 2 (0.3 mL, 3.8 mmol), acetone (20 mL), KSCN (0.36 g, 3.8 mmol) stirred for 1 h (iii) 3 (in situ),
H2NR (3.8 mmol), acetone (10 mL), reflux for 6 h.
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Table 1. Anti-cancer activity of carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives (4a–f) at 100 µg/mL
concentration against human HepG2, Huh 7, and MCF 7 cancer cell lines and hemolytic activity.

Sr # Entries (µM)
%Age Cell
Viability
(HepG2)

%Age Cell
Viability
(Huh-7)

%Age Cell
Viability
(MCF-7)

%Age Hemolysis

1 4a (340) 35.01 ± 1.55 48.32 ± 0.38 43.96 ± 1.42 2.60 ± 0.18
2 4b (340) 37.31 ± 1.72 50.02 ± 1.54 61.42 ± 0.87 4.12 ± 0.22
3 4c (340) 39.22 ± 4.04 51.76 ± 1.39 65.33 ± 0.17 4.84 ± 0.15
4 4d (380) 33.29 ± 5.22 45.09 ± 0.23 41.81 ± 1.42 4.56 ± 0.34
5 4e (350) 63.75 ± 0.30 74.91 ± 0.35 73.74 ± 0.41 8.32 ± 0.17
6 4f (280) 76.07 ± 0.88 82.81 ± 1.61 79.26 ± 0.76 7.25 ± 0.29
7 Doxorubicin (180) 00.86 ± 0.56 01.89 ± 0.73 02.71 ± 0.21 -
8 Untreated cancer cell linings 100.0 ± 0.00 100.0 ± 0.00 100.0 ± 0.00 -
9 DMSO - - - 0.01 ± 0.08

10 ABTS - - - 95.9 ± 0.02

For hemolysis activity, compounds were tested at 400 µg/mL. Values are ± S.D of triplicate experiments.
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Figure 4. Anti-cancer activity of carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives (4a–f) against
HepG2, Huh-7, and MCF-7 cancer cell lines.

2.2.2. Hemolytic Activity

The percentage of hemolysis was calculated for synthesized carbamothioyl-furan-2-
carboxamide derivatives (4a–f), and results are shown in Table 1. Low toxicity of synthetic
compounds was seen with RBCs. Compound 4a (2.60%), which demonstrated less affinity
with the RBC cell membrane than conventional ABTS (95.9% hemolysis), was found to be
the least hazardous. Compound 4e (with hemolysis) was determined to be the most toxic
derivative, followed by 4b (4.12%), 4c (4.84%), 4d (4.56%), and 4f (7.25%), which showed
low hemolytic activity.

2.2.3. Anti-Microbial Activity

Microbes cause major health risks, so it is necessary to find new sources to inhibit
the growth of microbes. Previously, various synthetic drugs have been reported as po-
tent sources of anti-microbial agents [27–29]. In this research, synthesized compounds
(4a–f) were tested against three bacterial (S. aureus, E. coli, and B. cereus) and three fun-
gal strains (F. bracchygibossum, A. niger, and A. flavus) by using the well diffusion method
(Figures S1–S4: see Supplementary Data), and anti-microbial potential was determined by
measuring the growth inhibition zone and MIC values. The standard drug was gentam-
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icin. Compound 4f showed activity against all three bacterial strains, with an inhibition
zone in the range of 9–16 mm at 10 mg/mL and MIC values were found in range of
230–295 µg/mL, while compounds 4a, 4b, and 4c were found active against two bacterial
strains (I.Z. = 10–15 mm and MIC = 240–280 µg/mL). Compound 4d showed an inhibi-
tion zone only against S. aureus (I.Z. = 12 mm and MIC = 270 µg/mL), while 4e showed
an inhibition zone only against E. coli (I.Z. =12 mm and MIC = 300 µg/mL). Due to the
presence of a thicker peptidoglycan layer in gram-positive bacteria, they are more resistant
towards the synthesized compounds than gram-negative bacteria which have a thinner
peptidoglycan layer [30,31], although the synthesized derivatives could still penetrate
resulting in inhibition zones. Our synthesized carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide deriva-
tives (4a–f) showed significant anti-microbial activity in comparison to already-reported
carbamothioyl-alkyl-carboxamide derivatives [32]. This high anti-bacterial activity may be
due to the presence of aromatic moiety in our synthesized compounds, and this behavior
can also be explained by the lipophilicity. Compounds with aromatic moiety are more
lipophilic compared with non-aromatic moieties [33]. In the case of anti-fungal activity, the
activity potential of synthesized compounds is more prominent than anti-bacterial activities.
Compounds 4a, 4b, 4c, and 4f showed prominent activity against all fungal strains, with an
inhibition zone range from 12–19 mm at 10 mg/mL. MIC values were found in the range of
120.7–190 µg/mL, while compounds 4d and 4e showed potent activity against only two
fungal strains (I.Z. = 11–18 mm and MIC = 122.1–186 µg/mL). All the values of inhibition
zones and MICs are summarized in Tables 2 and 3, respectively. The nucleophilic character
of nitrogen and sulfur in synthesized derivatives and polarity in the molecules may have
assisted with the penetration through the bacterial cell wall, easily inhibiting the growth of
bacterial cells [34]. Thiourea derivatives are an inhibitor of bacterial actin MreB and seem
to inhibit bacterial growth in a non-specific fashion [35]. It was concluded that synthetic
carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives could be potent anti-microbial agents.

Table 2. Anti-microbial activity of the carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives (4a–f) by well
diffusion method.

Sr.
Entries
Dose

(10 mg/mL)

E. coli
I.Z. (mm)

S. aureus
I.Z. (mm)

B. cereus
I.Z. (mm)

F. bracchygibossum
I.Z. (mm)

A. niger
I.Z. (mm)

A. flavus
I.Z. (mm)

1 4a - 13.00 ± 0.11 15.00 ± 0.13 16.00 ± 0.17 16.00 ± 0.13 14.00 ± 0.11
2 4b 10.50 ± 0.10 - 14.00 ± 0.15 16.00 ± 0.13 16.00 ± 0.12 14.00 ± 0.13
3 4c 10.00 ± 0.10 - 15.00 ± 0.16 17.00 ± 0.11 19.00 ± 0.14 15.00 ± 0.17
4 4d - 12.00 ± 0.12 - 11.00 ± 0.12 16.00 ± 0.13 -
5 4e 09.00 ± 0.09 - - 18.00 ± 0.11 - 12.00 ± 0.12
6 4f 09.00 ± 0.11 10.00 ± 0.11 16.00 ± 0.13 13.00 ± 0.12 17.00 ± 0.12 12.00 ± 0.11

7 Gentamicine
(control) 21.00 ± 0.11 21.00 ± 0.21 20.00 ± 0.18 14.00 ± 0.11 14.00 ± 0.14 16.00 ± 0.11

Values are ± S.D of triplicate experiments.

Table 3. MIC values of the carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives (4a–4f).

Sr.
MIC

(µg/mL)
Entries

E. coli S. aureus B. cereus F. bracchygibossum A. niger A. flavus

1 4a - 265 240 150.2 145.2 155
2 4b 280 - 250 150.0 145.0 155
3 4c 280 - 240 137.5 120.7 140
4 4d - 277 - 270.1 154.0 -
5 4e 300 - - 122.1 - 186
6 4f 295 280 230 150.7 157.4 190

7 Gentamicine
(control) 120.35 122.50 120.47 160.25 163.31 164.30
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3. Materials and Methods

Analytical-grade solution and reagents were used. Pre-coated silica gel on aluminum
plates was used for thin layer chromatography (TLC) and spots were observed under UV
light at 254 nm. I.R. spectra have been recorded on a Bruker FT-IR spectrophotometer
(Billerica, MA, USA). The 1H and 13C NMR signals have been recorded on a Bruker D.P.X.
400 spectrometer (Billerica, MA, USA) and CDCl3 was used as solvent. Furan-2-carboxlic
acid, potassium thiocyanate (KSCN), thionyl chloride (SOCl2), acetone, benzene, ethyl
acetate, and amines were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich (St. Louis MO, USA), Merck
(Boston, MA, USA), and Alfa-Aesar (Karlsruhe, Germany) through local suppliers.

3.1. General Method of Obtaining Caramothioyl-Furan-2-Carboxamide Derivatives 4a–f

A solution of 2-furoic acid (1) (1 g, 9.0 mmol) in dried benzene (20 mL) was prepared
in a round bottom flask; then, a solution of thionyl chloride (SOCl2) (0.65 mL, 9.0 mmol)
in benzene (10 mL) was mixed with (1). The mixture was then heated in a water bath
for 10 to 12 h and excess solvent and SOCl2 was removed under reduced pressure. The
mixture was concentrated in a vacuum and furan-2-carbonyl chloride (2) was obtained as a
colorless liquid. This colorless liquid without purification was used for further reactions.
The solution of dried potassium thiocyanate (3.8 mmol) in acetone (20 mL) was added
to liquid 2 and stirred for 1 h at 25 ◦C to get iso-thiocyanate (3). The solution was then
filtered to remove potassium chloride precipitates. This filtrate was mixed with the solution
of primary amine (3.8 mmol) and refluxed for 6 h to obtain a moderate to good yield of
desired carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives (4a–f). Then, the mixture was
poured into ice-cold de-ionized water. Precipitates appeared immediately which were
allowed to settle down and were then filtered and dried in a vacuum desiccator. Products
were further purified by recrystallization using ethyl acetate. Synthesized molecules were
characterized by IR and NMR spectroscopy (spectra are presented in Supplementary
Information). The synthesized molecules were stored in vials and vials were further sealed
with parafilm to avoid moisture contamination. Vials were stored at the 4 ◦C in refrigerator
until further usage

3.2. Characterization Data

(4a): N-(2-nitrophenylcarbamothioyl)furan-2-carboxamide, (Yield = 0.74 g; 67%), greenish
yellow solid, m.p.: 148 ◦C; IR (KBr, υmax, cm−1); 3220 (N-H), 1673 (C=O), 1593 (C=C),
1530 (NO), 1338 (C-N), 1250 (C=S), 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): δ (ppm): 13.21 (s, 1H, NH),
9.37 (s, 1H, N’H), 8.49 (d, J = 8 Hz, 1H), 8.13 (d, J = 4 Hz, 1H),
7.72–7.66 (m, 2H), 7.48 (d, J = 4 Hz, 1H), 7.44 (t, J = 6 Hz, 1H), 6.67 (q, J = 1.2 Hz, 1H),
13C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3) δ: 179.1 (C=S), 156.1 (C=O), 146.6, 144.8, 142.4, 133.5, 132.4,
128.1, 126.9, 125.2, 119.6, 113.6. LC/MS m/z; [M − H] = 290.0. Anal. Calcd. (%) for
C12H9N3O4S: C, 49.48; H, 3.11C; Found: C, 49.45; H, 3.14. EI-HR-MS C12H9N3O4S [M]•+
calcd = 291.0314; found = 291.0297.

(4b): N-(3-nitrophenylcarbamothioyl)furan-2-carboxamide, (Yield = 0.80 g; 73%), yellowish
white solid, m.p: 201 ◦C; IR (KBr, υmax, cm−1); 3295 (N-H), 1664 (C=O), 1588 (C=C),
1442 (NO), 1343 (C-N), 1266 (C=S), 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): δ (ppm): 12.62 (s, 1H, NH),
9.30 (s, 1H, N’H), 8.76 (t, J = 1.6 1H), 8.16 (d, J = 4, 1H), 8.08 (d, J = 4, 1H), 7.69–7.60 (m,
2H), 7.47–7.44 (m, 1H), 6.70 (q, J = 1.2, 1H), 13C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3) δ: 178.5 (C=S),
156.9 (C=O), 148.4, 146.2, 144.6, 138.8, 129.8, 129.7, 121.4, 119.6, 118.9, 113.6. LC/MS m/z;
[M − H] = 290.08. Anal. calcd. (%) for C12H9N3O4S: C, 49.48; H, 3.11; Found: C, 49.45; H,
3.14. EI-HR-MS C12H9N3O4S [M]•+ calcd = 291.0314; found = 291.0326.

(4c): N-(4-nitrophenylcarbamothioyl)furan-2-carboxamide, (Yield = 0.85 g; 77%), yellowish
white solid, m.p.: 212 ◦C; IR (KBr, υmax, cm−1); 3321 (N-H), 1664 (C=O), 1568 (C=C),
1504 (NO), 1346 (C-N), 1210 (C=S), 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): δ (ppm): 12.82 (s, 1H, NH),
9.32 (s, 1H, N’H), 8.30 (d, J = 8, 2H), 8.05 (d, J = 4, 2H), 7.68–7.63 (m, 1H), 7.46 (d, J = 8, 1H),
6.69 (q, J = 1.2, 1H), 13C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3) δ: 180.0 (C=S), 157.9 (C=O), 146.9, 145.2,
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130.9, 128.8, 124.6, 123.2, 119.7, 113.6. LC/MS m/z; [M − H] = 290.08. Anal. calcd. (%) for
C12H9N3O4S: C, 49.48; H, 3.11; Found: C, 49.45; H, 3.14. EI-HR-MS C12H9N3O4S [M]•+
calcd = 291.0314; found = 291.0297.

(4d): N-(p-tolylcarbamothioyl)furan-2-carboxamide, (Yield = 0.74 g; 75%), off white solid,
m.p. 136 ◦C; IR (KBr, υmax, cm−1): 3389 (N-H), 1667 (C=O), 1581 (C=C), 1329 (C-N),
1251 (C=S), 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): δ (ppm): 10.46 (s, 1H, NH), 8.76 (d, J = 0.8 1H),
7.62 (s, 1H, N’H), 7.45 (d, J = 4, 2H), 7.41 (d, J = 4, 1H), 7.17 (d, J = 8, 2H), 6.63 (q, J = 1.4, 1H),
2.35 (s, 3H), 13C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3) δ: 178.1 (C=S), 158.1 (C=O), 146.2, 145.6, 134.5,
134.2, 129.6, 120.5, 118.1, 113.1, 20.9. LC/MS m/z; [M − H] = 259.08. Anal. calcd. (%) for
C13H12N2O2S: C, 59.98; H, 4.65; Found: C, 59.93; H, 4.61. EI-HR-MS C13H12N2O2S [M]•+
calcd = 260.0619; found = 291.0624.

(4e): N-(1H-indazol-3-ylcarbamothioyl)furan-2-carboxamide, (Yield = 0.85 g; 85%), off white
solid, m.p. 210 ◦C; IR (KBr, υmax, cm−1): 3189 (NH), 1678 (C=O), 1577 (C=C), 1338 (C-N),
1205 (C=S), 1095 (N-N), 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): δ (ppm): 12.98 (s, 1H, NH indazol),
12.53 (s, 1H, NH) 9.56 (s, 1H, N’H), 7.82 (d, J = 8.0, 1H), 7.69–7.62 (m, 2H-), 7.53–7.47 (m,
3H), 6.65 (d, J = 0.4 1H), 13C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3) δ: 176.1 C=S, 157.4 C=O, 153.6, 146.5,
143.3, 140.5, 127.3, 119.2, 118.0, 116.4, 114.0, 113.1, 110.6. LC/MS m/z; [M − H] = 285.08.
Anal. calcd. (%) for C13H10N4O2S: C, 54.54; H, 3.52; Found: C, 54.52; H, 3.49. EI-HR-MS
C13H10N4O2S [M]•+ calcd = 286.0524; found = 286.0531.

(4f): N-(2-(2,4-dinitrophenyl)hydrazinecarbamothioyl)furan-2-carboxamide, (Yield = 0.73 g;
56%), yellow solid, m.p. 124 ◦C; IR (KBr, υmax, cm−1); 3214 (N-H), 1669 (C=O), 1573 (C=C),
1530 (NO), 1336 (C-N), 1259 (C=S), 1094 (N-N), 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): δ (ppm):
10.99 (s, 1H, N’H), 9.09 (d, J = 1.2, 1H-Ar), 8.25 (dd, J = 2.4, J = 9.2, 1H-Ar), 8.14 (d, J = 8.0,
1H-Ar), 7.92 (d, J = 8.2, 2H-Ar), 7.67–7.58 (m, 1H-Ar), 7.47–7.36 (m, 1H, -Ar), 4.62–3.86 (m,
1H, N”H), 2.65 (s, 1H, NH), 13C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3) δ: 180.0 (C=S), 158.2 (C=O), 153.1,
146.3, 144.6, 137.2, 133.6, 129.3, 122.4, 119.1, 119.5, 113.2. LC/MS m/z; [M − H] = 350.08.
Anal. calcd. (%) for C12H9N5O6S: C, 41.03; H, 2.58; Found: C, 41.05; H, 2.55. EI-HR-MS
C12H9N5O6S [M]•+ calcd = 351.0413; found = 351.0419.

3.3. Biological Activities
3.3.1. Anti-Cancer Activity
Cell Culture and Treatment

The cancer cell lining was grown in Dulbecco’s Modified Eagle medium which pro-
vided fetal bovine serum (10%) and gentamicin (100 µg/mL) and was maintained at
normal human body temperature (37 ◦C) with CO2 (5%). Cancer cells were treated with
carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives dissolved in solvent (DMSO) with a final
concentration of 0.05%

Determination of Cell Viability

Cell viability was calculated by MTT assay [36]. Cancer cells were treated with
carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives at a 20 mg/mL concentration. A total
amount of 0.5 µL was collected and diluted in 100 µL of cells, so the final concentration
was 100 µg/mL which was incubated for 48 h. A further 10 µL of MTT reagent and cells
have been incubated for 4 h at 37 ◦C, following which 150µL solvent (DMSO) was added to
dissolve synthetic crystals. Microplate reader absorbance has been measured at 490 nm
and the percentage of cell viability was measured.

3.3.2. Anti-Microbial Activity by Well Diffusion strategy

Anti-microbial activity of synthesized carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives was
checked using the well diffusion method against 2 bacterial strains, Staphylococcus aureus (gram
positive) and Escherichia coli (gram negative) and 2 fungal strains (Fusarium bracchygibossum
and Aspergillus niger). Pure microbes (bacteria and fungi) were collected from the zoology
department at the Government College University Faisalabad, Pakistan. Synthesized derivatives
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were dissolved in 10 mg/mL of DMSO to prepare the stock solution [37]. In a Petri dish and
with the help of sterile a Q-tip, 0.5 McFarland standard population of microbial strains was
consistently spread on the surface of the agar. Synthetic compound wells were then prepared in
agar with an 8 mm plug drill. Approximately 10 mg/mL of stock solution was added to each
well. Gentamicin (25 µg/mL), the positive control, was included in wells at the center of the
Petri dish to compare the anti-microbial activity [38]. The drug conveyance plates were then
fixed with parafilm and left for 2 h to allow for the appropriate diffusion of compounds. Then,
these plates were placed in an incubator at 37 ◦C and 1 atm of pressure for 24 h. Incubation
plates were observed after 24 h and the inhibition zone diameters were measured with an
anti-microbial zone measuring scale.

Determination of MIC Values

A modified resazurin microtiter plate test was used to determine the minimum in-
hibitory concentration (MIC) of carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives (4a–f) [39].
Every compounds solution (100 µL) prepared in 10% DMSO (v/v) was placed in first row
of 96-well plates. Then, 50 µL each of Muller-Hinton-broth for the bacteria and thefungus
and nutrition broth were added to all other wells. The test substance was serially diluted
twice so that each well contained 50 µL at progressively lower concentrations.

Indicator resazurin solution was formed by dissolving 270 mg resazurin tablet into
40 ml of water and 10 µL indicator solution was added in each well. Then 10 µL of bacterial
or fungal suspensions were incorporated into the each well. 96-well plates have been
covered with aluminum foil and had a set of controls: a column with respective solvents as
the negative control, a column with broad spectrum antibiotics as positive control, a column
with all solutions with the exception of the test samples, a column with all solutions without
the bacterial/fungal solution (with 10 µL of broth instead). Plates have been formed in
triplicate and further incubation was carried out at 37 ◦C for 20 to 24 h and 28 ◦C for 40 to
48 h for bacteria and fungi respectively. Growth have been showed by colour changes from
purple-pink or may be colorless. The minimum concentration at which the color change
appeared was considered as the MIC value.

3.3.3. Hemolytic Assay

To determine their hemolytic potential, all of the synthetic compounds were tested
in accordance with the literature [40]. Bovine blood samples (3 mL) were taken and
centrifuged in EDTA at 1000× g for 10 min; following erythrocyte isolation, they were
rinsed 3 times with a 5 mL cold-sterilized PBS solution with a pH of 7.4. A total of 20 µL
of sample solution (400 µg/mL) in DMSO was combined with the blood suspension and
incubated at 37 ◦C for 30 min. As positive and negative controls, respectively, ABTS
and DMSO were employed. At 576 nm, the sample’s absorbance was noticed, and the
percentage of hemolysis was computed.

%ageofhemolysis = [(absorbanceoftestcompound(sample)− absorbanceof
DMSO)/(absorbanceofABTS)]× 100

4. Conclusions

We designed and synthetized a series of carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide deriva-
tives and evaluated their anti-cancer and anti-microbial activities. Synthesized compounds
showed considerable anti-cancer activity against tested cell lines but 4a, 4b, 4c, and 4d
showed significant anti-cancer potential, and results were compared with standard dox-
orubicin. Compounds 4b, 4a, and 4f were found to be more potent (I.Z = 10.5, 13, 16 mm
and MIC = 280, 265 and 230 µg/mL) against E.coli, S. aureus, and B. cereus, respectively.
The anti-fungal activity of these compounds against all fungal strains is highly apprecia-
ble compared to standard doxorubicin. The results of biological activity tests reveal that
these carbamothioyl-furan-2-carboxamide derivatives could be a good starting point for
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drug-discovery-related research. The modification of these molecules could introduce lead
molecules for therapeutics in the future.

Supplementary Materials: The following supporting information can be downloaded at: https:
//www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/molecules28124583/s1, Figure S1: Antibacterial activity of the
synthesized compounds (4a–4f) by well diffusion method; Figure S2: Antifungal activity of the
synthesized compounds (4a–4f) by well diffusion method; Figure S3: Antibacterial activity of the
synthesized compounds (4a–4f) by well diffusion method; Figure S4: Antifungal activity of the
synthesized compounds (4a–4h) by well diffusion method.
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25. Koca, İ.; Özgür, A.; Coşkun, K.A.; Tutar, Y. Synthesis and anticancer activity of acyl thioureas bearing pyrazole moiety. Bioorg.
Med. Chem. 2013, 21, 3859–3865. [CrossRef]

26. Akhtar, R.; Zahoor, A.F.; Rasul, A.; Ahmad, M.; Anjum, M.N.; Ajmal, M.; Raza, Z. Design, synthesis, in-silico study and anticancer
potential of novel n-4-piperazinyl-ciprofloxacin-aniline hybrids. Pak. J. Pharm. Sci. 2019, 32, 2215–2222.

27. Rizwan, K.; Zubair, M.; Rasool, N.; Mahmood, T.; Ayub, K.; Alitheen, N.B.; Aziz, M.N.M.; Akhtar, M.N.; Nasim, F.-u.-H.; Bukhary,
S.M. Palladium (0) catalyzed Suzuki cross-coupling reaction of 2, 5-dibromo-3-methylthiophene: Selectivity, characterization,
DFT studies and their biological evaluations. Chem. Cent. J. 2018, 12, 1–12. [CrossRef]

28. Khan, S.A.; Rizwan, K.; Shahid, S.; Noamaan, M.A.; Rasheed, T.; Amjad, H. Synthesis, DFT, computational exploration of chemical
reactivity, molecular docking studies of novel formazan metal complexes and their biological applications. Appl. Organomet.
Chem. 2020, 34, e5444. [CrossRef]

29. Khan, S.A.; Shahid, S.; Kanwal, S.; Rizwan, K.; Mahmood, T.; Ayub, K. Synthesis of novel metal complexes of 2-((phenyl (2-(4-
sulfophenyl) hydrazono) methyl) diazenyl) benzoic acid formazan dyes: Characterization, antimicrobial and optical properties
studies on leather. J. Mol. Struct. 2019, 1175, 73–89. [CrossRef]

30. Cock, I. Antibacterial activity of selected Australian native plant extracts. Internet J. Microbiol. 2008, 4, 1–8.
31. Lebleu, N.; Roques, C.; Aimar, P.; Causserand, C. Role of the cell-wall structure in the retention of bacteria by microfiltration

membranes. J. Membr. Sci. 2009, 326, 178–185. [CrossRef]
32. Arslan, H.; Duran, N.; Borekci, G.; Koray Ozer, C.; Akbay, C. Antimicrobial activity of some thiourea derivatives and their nickel

and copper complexes. Molecules 2009, 14, 519–527. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
33. Hoey, A.J.; Jackson, C.M.; Pegg, G.G.; Sillence, M.N.; Tropical Beef Centre: A joint venture between. Characteristics of cyanopin-

dolol analogues active at the β3-adrenoceptor in rat ileum. Br. J. Pharmacol. 1996, 119, 564–568. [CrossRef]
34. Ikokoh, P.P.; Onigbanjo, H.O.; Adedirin, O.; Akolade, J.O.; Amuzie, U.; Fagbohun, A. Synthesis and Antimicrobial Activities of

Copper (I) Thiourea and Silver (I) Thiourea. Open J. Res. 2015, 2, 86–91.
35. Buddelmeijer, N. The molecular mechanism of bacterial lipoprotein modification—How, when and why? FEMS Microbiol. Rev.

2015, 39, 246–261. [CrossRef]
36. Chen, Z.; Rasul, A.; Zhao, C.; Millimouno, F.M.; Tsuji, I.; Yamamura, T.; Iqbal, R.; Malhi, M.; Li, X.; Li, J. Antiproliferative and

apoptotic effects of pinocembrin in human prostate cancer cells. Bangladesh J. Pharmacol. 2013, 8, 255–262. [CrossRef]
37. Dadpe, M.V.; Dhore, S.V.; Dahake, P.T.; Kale, Y.J.; Kendre, S.B.; Siddiqui, A.G. Evaluation of antimicrobial efficacy of Trachysper-

mum ammi (Ajwain) oil and chlorhexidine against oral bacteria: An in vitro study. J. Indian Soc. Pedod. Prev. Dent. 2018,
36, 357.

38. Weatherburn, M. Phenol-hypochlorite reaction for determination of ammonia. Anal. Chem. 1967, 39, 971–974. [CrossRef]
39. Sarker, S.D.; Nahar, L.; Kumarasamy, Y. Microtitre plate based antibacterial assay incorporating resazurin as an Indicator of cell

growth, and its application in the in vitro antibacterial screening of phytochemicals. Methods 2007, 42, 321–324. [CrossRef]
40. Riaz, M.; Rasool, N.; Bukhari, I.; Shahid, M.; Zubair, M.; Rizwan, K.; Rashid, U. In Vitro antimicrobial, antioxidant, cyto toxicity

and GC-MS analysis of Mazus goodenifolius. Molecules 2012, 17, 14275–14287. [CrossRef]

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11030-020-10054-w
https://doi.org/10.1002/cbdv.201900509
https://doi.org/10.1155/2014/393102
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13738-019-01659-6
https://doi.org/10.14233/ajchem.2013.14174
https://doi.org/10.1081/SCC-100105882
https://doi.org/10.1107/S160053681103426X
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22059038
https://doi.org/10.3390/cancers11071024
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31330834
https://doi.org/10.1002/jhet.3987
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bmc.2013.04.021
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13065-018-0404-7
https://doi.org/10.1002/aoc.5444
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.molstruc.2018.07.081
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.memsci.2008.09.049
https://doi.org/10.3390/molecules14010519
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19169199
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1476-5381.1996.tb15709.x
https://doi.org/10.1093/femsre/fuu006
https://doi.org/10.3329/bjp.v8i3.14795
https://doi.org/10.1021/ac60252a045
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ymeth.2007.01.006
https://doi.org/10.3390/molecules171214275

	Introduction 
	Results and Discussion 
	Synthesis 
	Pharmacology 
	Anti-Cancer Activity of Synthesized Carbamothioyl-Furan-2-Carboxamide Derivatives against HepG2, Huh-7, and MCF-7 Cancer Cell Line 
	Hemolytic Activity 
	Anti-Microbial Activity 


	Materials and Methods 
	General Method of Obtaining Caramothioyl-Furan-2-Carboxamide Derivatives 4a–f 
	Characterization Data 
	Biological Activities 
	Anti-Cancer Activity 
	Anti-Microbial Activity by Well Diffusion strategy 
	Hemolytic Assay 


	Conclusions 
	References

