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Abstract: Exact solutions of nonlinear differential equations are of great importance to the theory and
practice of complex systems. The main point of this review article is to discuss a specific methodology
for obtaining such exact solutions. The methodology is called the SEsM, or the Simple Equations
Method. The article begins with a short overview of the literature connected to the methodology
for obtaining exact solutions of nonlinear differential equations. This overview includes research
on nonlinear waves, research on the methodology of the Inverse Scattering Transform method,
and the method of Hirota, as well as some of the nonlinear equations studied by these methods.
The overview continues with articles devoted to the phenomena described by the exact solutions
of the nonlinear differential equations and articles about mathematical results connected to the
methodology for obtaining such exact solutions. Several articles devoted to the numerical study
of nonlinear waves are mentioned. Then, the approach to the SEsM is described starting from the
Hopf-Cole transformation, the research of Kudryashov on the Method of the Simplest Equation, the
approach to the Modified Method of the Simplest Equation, and the development of this methodology
towards the SEsM. The description of the algorithm of the SEsM begins with the transformations that
convert the nonlinearity of the solved complicated equation into a treatable kind of nonlinearity. Next,
we discuss the use of composite functions in the steps of the algorithms. Special attention is given to
the role of the simple equation in the SEsM. The connection of the methodology with other methods
for obtaining exact multisoliton solutions of nonlinear differential equations is discussed. These
methods are the Inverse Scattering Transform method and the Hirota method. Numerous examples
of the application of the SEsM for obtaining exact solutions of nonlinear differential equations are
demonstrated. One of the examples is connected to the exact solution of an equation that occurs
in the SIR model of epidemic spreading. The solution of this equation can be used for modeling
epidemic waves, for example, COVID-19 epidemic waves. Other examples of the application of the
SEsM methodology are connected to the use of the differential equation of Bernoulli and Riccati as
simple equations for obtaining exact solutions of more complicated nonlinear differential equations.
The SEsM leads to a definition of a specific special function through a simple equation containing
polynomial nonlinearities. The special function contains specific cases of numerous well-known
functions such as the trigonometric and hyperbolic functions and the elliptic functions of Jacobi,
Weierstrass, etc. Among the examples are the solutions of the differential equations of Fisher,
equation of Burgers—-Huxley, generalized equation of Camassa—Holm, generalized equation of Swift—
Hohenberg, generalized Rayleigh equation, etc. Finally, we discuss the connection between the SEsM
and the other methods for obtaining exact solutions of nonintegrable nonlinear differential equations.
We present a conjecture about the relationship of the SEsM with these methods.

Keywords: nonlinear differential equations; solitons; exact solutions; simple equations method;
modified method of the simplest equation; method of the inverse scattering transform; method
of Hirota; Faa di Bruno formula for derivatives of a composite function; differential equation of
Bernoulli; differential equation of Riccati; Korteweg-de Vries equation; nonlinear Schrodinger equa-
tion; Olver equation; SIR model of epidemic spreading; COVID-19; equation of fisher; equation of
Burgers-Huxley; generalized equation of Camassa—Holm; generalized equation of Swift-Hohenberg;
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generalized Rayleigh equation; Jacobi elliptic function expansion method; f-expansion method; mod-
ified simple equation method; trial function method; general projective Riccati equations method;
first integral method; homogeneous balance method; auxiliary equation method; G’/G method;
exp-function method; tanh method

1. Short Introduction and Overview of the Literature

Nature and human societies are full of complex systems. Atomic chains and lattices,
biological systems, the dynamics of research groups, networks, social sciences, and eco-
nomics are some of the many examples [1-8]. These complex systems require sophisticated
research instruments and powerful computers for their study. The research on complex
systems is complicated as many of these systems are nonlinear. Examples of this nonlin-
earity can be seen in fluid mechanics, solid-state physics, etc. [9-13]. Time-series analysis
and models based on differential or difference equations are often used in the studies of
nonlinear complex systems [14-19].

This review is focused on one of the aspects of the study of complex systems: the use
of nonlinear differential equations for modeling such systems. The research on nonlinear
differential equations has a long history [20-26]. In particular, nonlinear waves have been
attracting the attention of researchers for many decades [27-43]. Several examples of the
occurrence of such waves are:

¢ elastic media, specifically elastic crystals [44,45];

¢ fluids [46-52], especially the interaction of nonlinear waves and offshore structures [53],
and plasmas [54];

e solids [55], for example, nonlinear acoustic waves in solids [56] or nonlinear spin
waves in magnetic films [57];

e  optics [58], especially nonlinear waves in waveguides [59];

e chemical systems [60].

Much attention has been devoted to the research of nonlinear waves in dispersive
systems [61-66]. These waves often belong to a special class of nonlinear waves: the
solitons [67-96]. Solitons are predicted and observed in many systems such as conducting
polymers [97], plasmas [98,99], and helium films [100], and can be used, for example, in
long-distance communications [101].

Below, we describe a methodology for obtaining exact solutions of nonlinear dif-
ferential equations. The methodology is called the SEsM (Simple Equations Method).
The methodology is a recent development in a long line of studies of methods for obtaining
exact solutions of nonlinear differential equations. The classic approach is the Inverse
Scattering Transform method. The basis for the Inverse Scattering Transform method
was described in the paper by Gardner, Greene, Kruskal, and Miura [102]. An excellent
introduction to the methodology is [103,104]. Additional results on the methodology can
be found in [105]. Lax [106] proposed a general principle for associating the evolution
of nonlinear equations with linear operators so that the eigenvalues of the linear oper-
ator are integrals of the nonlinear equation. We also note the contribution of Zakharov
and Shabat [107,108] and the results of Fokas and Ablowitz [109,110]; Manakov [111,112];
Dod and Bullough [113]; Ablowitz, Kruskal, and Segur [114]; Kaup and Newell [115,116];
Beals [117]; Kaup [118,119]; and other authors [120,121]. This short list of contributors is in
no way complete.

The Inverse Scattering Transform method stimulated much research on nonlinear
differential equations. We have already mentioned above the nonlinear waves in disper-
sive systems and solitons. Additional results have been obtained on the integrability of
dynamical systems [122,123] and the integrability of evolution equations [124-131], the
construction of higher-dimensional integrable systems [132], the spectral transformations
method for solving nonlinear evolution equations [133], etc. [134,135]. Other methods for
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obtaining exact solutions of nonlinear partial differential equations have also appeared.
A prominent example of such a method is the method of Hirota [136-141].

Numerous equations have been studied using the above-mentioned methods. One of
the most popular is the Korteweg-de Vries equation [142-170]. A short list of some other
studied equations is as follows:

¢  sh-Gordon equation and Benney—Newell equation [171,172];

*  sine-Gordon equation [173-181];

* nonlinear Schrodinger equation [182-228];

*  Kuramoto-Sivashinsky equation [229] and Boussinesq equation [230-233];

. Pitaevskii-Gross equation [234] and Kadomtsev—Petviashvili equation [235,236];

* long-wave-short-wave resonance equations [237] and N-wave and Davey-Stewartson
equations [238,239];

*  Benjamin—-Ono equation [240-242] and Camassa—-Holm equation [243-246];

* long-wave equation [247,248] and Schamel equations [249];

* nonlinear Klein-Gordon equations [250] and nonlinear evolution equations in higher
dimensions [251];

*  Degasperis—Processi equation [252,253] and internal wave equation [254];

e  differential-difference equations [255], etc. [256,257].

The obtained exact solutions have been used to describe various phenomena. Several
examples are:

* the description of optical pulses [258-265], the propagation of optical solitons in
fibers [266-275], and discrete solitons in optical systems [276,277];

* solitons in condensed matter physics [278]; solitons in lattices [279-299]; solitons in
Heisenberg chains [300-304]; spin-wave solitons in magnetic films [305]; solitons
in liquid crystals [306]; solitons in elastic solids [307]; solitons in rods, plates, and
shells [308]; and collisions of solitons in spin systems [309];

e  solitons in plasmas [310], for example, ion-acoustic solitons [311-315] and Langmuir
solitons [316];

* solitons in fluid mechanics, for example, water waves [317-324]. This is a large
area of research as the model equations used in fluid mechanics can often be solved
analytically and the corresponding solutions describe solitons and multisolitons. Sev-
eral examples are the observation of solitons in a sea [325], the description of inter-
nal waves in the atmosphere and atmospheric solitons [326-328], solitons in film
flows [329], solitary waves and liquid drops [330], nonlinear soliton wave-beach in-
teraction [331], long internal waves in deep fluid [332], solitons in rotating baroclinic
fluid [333], ocean waves [334], solitary waves in two-fluid media [335], the propa-
gation of bores [336,337], Peregrine soliton [338], solitary Rossby waves [339], and
nonlinear focusing of waves in a fluid of finite depth [340];

*  solitons in molecular structures [341-343] such as solitary waves in large blood ves-
sels [344], dissipative solitons [345], and solitary excitations in muscle proteins [346];

¢ solitons connected to the Thirring model [347,348], the relationship between quantum
mechanics and solitons on an elastic road [349], and the interpretation of solitons as
particles and oscillators [350].

In addition, there is a large amount of literature on the various properties of solitons and
processes with the participation of solitons. Several examples are breaking solitons [351],
solitons and collapses [352]; solitons in non-uniform and disordered media [353,354]; bi-
furcations of solitons [355]; dynamics of solitons under perturbations [356-358]; vortex
solitons [359], positons [360]; coupled solitons [361]; multidimensional solitons [362]; colli-
sions of solitary waves [363]; the connection between strings, vortices, and solitons [364];
the interaction between short and long waves [365]; and wave-wave scattering [366].

The methodology of the Inverse Scattering Transform method stimulated the research
and obtainment of many interesting mathematical results. Several examples are:
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*  Results on integrability: integrable Hamiltonian systems [367-370], asymptotic in-
tegrability [371,372], integrable nonlocal nonlinear equations [373], Lax pair for the
one-dimensional Hubbard model [374] and higher-order models of water waves [375],
the integrability of higher-dimensional discrete systems [376], geometrical aspects
of solitons [377,378], conservation laws for nonlinear evolution equations [379], per-
turbed integrable equations [380], and the relationships between different methods
for obtaining exact solutions of integrable systems [381];

¢  Stability of solitary waves [382-384];

*  Pseudopotentials connected to nonlinear differential equations [385,386];

e Algebraic results and results connected to symmetries: the relationship between
integrable systems and groups of Lee [387], the results from algebraic theory appli-
cable to the theory of nonlinear equations [388], symmetries and the integrability of
nonlinear differential equations [389-391], similarity reductions of the Boussinesq
equation [392], symmetries, Lax pairs and solutions for AKNS systems [393-395], and
Katz-Moodey-Lee algebras and solitons [396];

e  Painlevé analysis of nonlinear differential equations [397-401], the connection between
nonlinear evolution equations and ordinary differential equations of P-type [402,403],
and perturbation theory for solitons [404];

*  The results from rational solutions and other solutions of nonlinear evolution equa-
tions [405,406] and connections between the AKNS and KP hierarchies [407];

¢  The results from transformations of nonlinear differential equations: the direct lin-
earization of nonlinear difference equations [408], gauge transformations applicable to
solitons [409], Backlund transformations [410,411], the inverse spectral transform [412],
generalized Fourier transforms for soliton equations [413], the singular manifold
method for recovering Lax pairs and Darboux transformations [414], and the study of
Backlund-Darboux transformations [415];

*  The results from solutions of nonlinear differential equations: Wronskian representa-
tion of N-soliton solutions [416], asymptotic solutions of nonlinear evolution equa-
tions [417], and the dynamics of classical solitons in nonintegrable systems [418].

Numerical analysis of nonlinear waves is of special interest [419]. Several results in
this research area are connected to methods for the symplectic integration of Hamiltonian
systems [420], the finite difference and finite element methods for the Korteweg-de Vries
equation [421-424], the Galerkin method [425-429], and the collocation and radial basis
function methods for the Korteweg-de Vries equation [430]. The numerical methods have
been successfully applied to, for example, the study of the evolution of solitary waves
over a shelf [431], Lax pairs symbolic computations [432], the nonisospectral scattering
problems [433], the numerical solution of the nonlinear Schrédinger equation [434], the nu-
merical study of internal wave solitons [435], and the study of the soliton decay of nonlinear
Alvfen waves [436].

This concludes the brief survey of the literature, noting that it should be considered
an introduction to the vast area of research on nonlinear differential equations and the
methods for obtaining exact analytical solutions of such equations. Next, we present a brief
history of the research that led to the appearance of the methodology, which is the focus of
this review article.

As we have seen, research on the methodology for obtaining exact solutions of non-
linear differential equations is important. In the early years of these studies, there was an
attempt to remove the nonlinearity of the studied equation by an appropriate transforma-
tion. An example is the Hopf—Cole transformation [437,438]. This transformation converts
the nonlinear Burgers equation to the linear heat equation. Another transformation con-
nected the nonlinear Korteweg-de Vries equation to the linear Schrodinger equation. Efforts
to obtain such transformations led to the method of the Inverse Scattering Transform [439],
as well as the method of Hirota [136,141]. The truncated Painlevé expansions also supplied
suitable transformations of the nonlinearities [440-443]. The possibilities connected to
the Painlevé expansions were also explored by Kydryashov [444], who used a truncated
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Painlevé expansion. In these expansions, the truncation occurs after the constant whose
term is kept in the expansion. Kudryashov [445] formulated the Method of the Simplest
Equation (MSE). The method is based on the determination of the singularity order n of
the solved NPDE. Then, a particular solution of this equation is searched as a power series
of solutions of a simpler equation called the simplest equation. For further results on this
methodology and its applications, see [446-459].

About 13 years ago we started the development of a methodology for obtaining exact
and approximate solutions of nonlinear differential equations. This methodology is now
called the SEsM (Simple Equations Method) [460—471]. Elements of this methodology were
used in our articles written decades ago [472-475]. In 2009 and 2010 [476,477], we used
the ODE of Bernoulli as the simplest equation [478] in the first version of the method,
the Modified Method of the Simplest Equation (MMSE), and applied the methodology to
population dynamics and ecology [479]. The MMSE [480,481] uses the concept of balance
equations for the fixation of the simplest equation. After this, the searched solution is
constructed as a truncated power series of the solution of the simplest equation. This
methodology led to equivalent results with respect to the Method of the Simplest Equation
mentioned above.

The MMSE was actively used by us until 2018 [482-487]. A special role in this period
was played by article [486]. There, the methodology of the MMSE was extended by the

ko ! m .
use of a class of equations (%) =Y d]- g/ as the simplest equations. Here, k = 1,...,
j=0

I'=1,...,and m and d; are parameters. The solution of this equation contains specific cases
of many well-known functions such as hyperbolic functions, trigonometric functions, the
elliptic functions of Weierstrass and Jacobi, etc. The capacity of the methodology has been
extended over the years. The current version of the methodology (SEsM) can use more
than one simple equation. The SEsM based on two simple equations was used in [488].
The first discussion of the SEsM was in [460]. Further discussions on the SEsM can be seen
in [461-465]. Applications of specific cases of the SEsM can be seen in [489—-495].

Below, we discuss the SEsM in detail. The discussion covers the use of transformations
to convert the nonlinearity of the solved equation to a more treatable kind of nonlinearity,
the use of composite functions in the SEsM and the application of the Faa di Bruno formula
for derivatives of these functions, the role of simple equations and a special class of simple
equations that define an interesting special function, as well as a series of polynomials,
which appear frequently in the application of the SEsM.

The text is organized as follows. In Section 2, the methodology of the SEsM is described.
In Section 3, we discuss the use of the transformations of the nonlinearity of the solved
equation using the SEsM. These transformations convert various kinds of nonlinearities to
a polynomial kind of nonlinearity which is more easily treatable by the SEsM. In Section 4,
the use of the composite functions of the SEsM is discussed with examples of such use. In
Section 5, the role of simple equations in the SEsM is described. In Section 6, the connection
of the SEsM to the inverse scattering transform method and the method of Hirota is
discussed. Section 7 is devoted to the specific application of the SEsM for obtaining the
exact solution of a differential equation connected to the SIR model of epidemic spreading,
with a possible application for analysis of epidemic waves of a class of epidemics, including
COVID-19. In Section 8, additional applications of the SEsM are presented. In Section 9, we
discuss the conjecture about the connection of the SEsM with other methods for obtaining
specific solutions on nonlinear nonintegrable differential equations. Several concluding
remarks are summarized in Section 10.

2. The Simple Equations Method (SEsM)

The SEsM has the goal of obtaining exact and approximate solutions of nonlinear
differential equations. The algorithm of the SEsM is designed for solving systems of n
nonlinear differential equations. The solution is built by known exact solutions of m simpler
differential equations [470]. Here, we describe a specific case of the SEsM for the solution
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of a single nonlinear differential equation based on the solution of m simpler equations.
The MMSE is the specific case. There, m = 1.
The discussed version of the SEsM has four steps. The solved differential equation is

Alug(x, ..., 1), up(x,...,5)] =0. (1)

Alug(x,...,t),...,un(x,...,t),...] depends on the functions u(x,...,t),..., uy(x,...,t)
and some of their derivatives. The functions #; can depend on several spatial coordinates.
The idea of the SEsM is to transform (1) to

ZT’,‘(...)BZ'ZO. (2)

Here, B; are some functions. ; are the relationships among the parameters of the solved
equation and the parameters of the solution. We set

ri = 0. (3)

Thus, a system of nonlinear algebraic equations is obtained. Each nontrivial solution of (3)
leads to a solution of the solved differential equation.
The steps for the transition from (1) to (3) are as follows. First, the transformation

(%, t) = T[E(x, ..., ), G(x, ..., 1),...], @)

is applied. T(F,G,...) is a composite function of the other functions F,G,.... These
functions can be the functions of several spatial variables and time. If possible, the transfor-
mation can remove the nonlinearity of the solved equation. An example is the Hopf-Cole
transformation, which reduces the nonlinear Burgers equation to the linear heat equa-
tion [437,438]. The removal of the nonlinearity is rarely achieved. In most cases, the trans-
formation T transforms the nonlinearity of the solved equation to an easily treatable kind
of nonlinearity such as polynomial nonlinearity. Examples of the transformation T are
u(x,t) = 4tan"1[F(x,t)] for the sine-Gordon equation and u(x, t) = 4 tanh ™ *[F(x, t)] for
the Poisson-Boltzmann equation [472-475]. The Painlevé expansion can be another appro-
priate transformation. u(x,...,t) = F(x,...,t) (no transformation) is also a possibility for
certain classes of nonlinear differential equations. The application of (4) to (1) leads to a
treatable nonlinear differential equation for F;, G;, . ... The transformation T may remain
unfixed in the first step of the SEsM. Thus, the function T will be unknown and we have to
determine it in some of the other three steps of the methodology.

Step 2 of the SEsM deals with the selection of the functions F(x, ..., t), G(x,...,t),....
They are the composite functions of the known solutions of simpler differential equations.
We can let the form of the composite functions be undetermined. This, together with the
form of the transformation T, can be determined in Step 3 of the SEsM. Often, F, G, ..., are
fixed in Step 2 of the SEsM. A form that is often used is

N N N N N
F = + Z lBil,fi] + Z Z ’Yil,izﬁ]ﬁz + Z e Z oﬂil,..‘,l‘[\]fl'l i le (5)
i=1 i=1

i1=1iy=1 in=1
&, Biys Vi ips Tiy,...in - - - are parameters. The relationship used by Hirota [141] is a specific

case of (5). Another specific case of (5) is the power series F = % unf" (4 is a parameter).
This is frequently used in the MMSE. =

Step 3 of the SEsM is often the most important in the application of the methodology.
Here, one can determine the forms of the more simple equations and the composite func-
tions T, F, G, .... All these are determined from the requirements for the satisfaction of
the balance equations. The balance equations occur due to the requirement that any of r;
from (3) must have at least two terms in order to ensure that a nontrivial solution of the
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solved equation is obtained. This determines the shapes of all composite functions and the
forms of all used simpler equations.

The satisfaction of the balance equations in Step 3 leads to a system of nonlinear
algebraic equations (3). This system contains relationships between the parameters of the
solved equation and the parameters of the solution. In Step 4 of the SEsM, one solves
the system (3). Each nontrivial solution of (3) leads to a nontrivial solution of the solved
Equation (1).

3. The SEsM and the Transformation of the Nonlinearity of the Solved Equation

Step 1 of the SEsM is connected to the transformation of the nonlinearity of the solved
equation (if necessary). If the nonlinearity of the solved equation is a polynomial one, there
is no need for a transformation. Steps 2—4 of the SEsM can be applied directly in this case.
In the case of the solved equation, which contains nonpolynomial nonlinearity, in Step 1
of the SEsM, one can attempt the application of a transformation that can transform the
nonpolynomial nonlinearity to a polynomial nonlinearity. The following proposition can
be performed, which was proved in [469].

Proposition 1. Let us consider a differential equation for the function u(x, ..., t), which contains
two kinds of terms:

1. Terms containing only derivatives of u;
2. Terms containing one or several nonpolynomial nonlinearities of the function u and these
nonpolynomial nonlinearities are of the same kind.

Let u = T(F) be a transformation with the following properties:

1. Property 1: The transformation T transforms any of the nonpolynomial nonlinearities to a
function that contains only polynomials of F.

2. Property 2: The transformation T transforms the derivatives of u to terms containing only
the polynomials of the derivatives of F or the polynomials of the derivatives of F multiplied or
divided by the polynomials of F.

Then, the transformation T transforms the studied differential equation into a differential equation
containing only the polynomial nonlinearity of F.

The above proposition allows us to transform numerous nonpolynomial nonlinearities
into polynomial nonlinearities. A list of some nonpolynomial nonlinearities that can be
transformed into polynomial nonlinearities can be found in [469]

Casel: N(u)=exp(u); N(u) = [exp(u)]™. The transformation is u = In(F).

Case2: N(u) = sin(u); N(u) = [sin(u)]™. A possible transformation is u = 4 tan!(F).

Case3: N(u) = cos(u); N(u) = [cos(u)]™. The transformation is u = 4 tan~!(F).

Case4: N(u) = tan(u); N(u) = [tan(u)]™. A possible transformation is u = tan~!(F).

Case5: N(u) = cot(u); N(u) = [cot(u)]™. The transformation in this case is u = cot™!(F).

Case6: N(u) = sinh(u); N(u) = [sinh(u)]™. The transformation is u = 4 tanh ! (F).

Case7: N(u) = cosh(u); N(u) = [cosh(u)]™. The transformation is u = 4 tanh~!(F).

Case8: N(u) = tanh(u); N(u) = [tanh(x)]". The transformation is 1(F) = tanh~*(F)
N(u).

Case 9: Ngug = coth(u); N(u) = [coth(u)]™. The transformation is u(F) = coth™*(F).

Case 10: N(u) = sin(mu); N(u) = cos(mu). The transformation is u = 4 tan™! F.
One illustrative example of the application of a transformation in Step 1 of the SEsM

is for the equation
bu2, + du?, = Isin®(u). (6)

b, d, and I are parameters. In Step 1 of the SEsM, we use the transformation u = 4 tan~! (F).
The result is the conversion of (6) to an equation that contains only polynomial nonlinearities:



Entropy 2022, 24, 1653

8 of 55

4F?(bF¢ + dF}) — 4(F + F3)(bF?Fyy + dF?Fy) 4 (1 + 2F?) (bF2, + dF3) + F4*(bFyy + dFy) —

I(F¢ —2F* + F?) = 0. 7)

Step 2 of the SEsM is connected with the choice of F as a composite function of simpler
functions. In our case, the choice is a specific case of the composite function F(x,t) =
F[Ty(x,t), To(x,t)], namely F(x,t) = ATy (u)T2(&). Here, p = ax, & = t.

In Step 3 of the SEsM, one has to determine the form of the functions T; and T in
such a way that the balance equation leads to a balanced system of nonlinear algebraic
relationships. The choice is

N ) N )
T =Y 6T Ti=) &T) (8)
i=0 j=0

Above, é; and €; are parameters. The balance equation has a specific solution N; = N, = 4.
Then, Tlg = 04T} + 63T3 + 6T2 + 61Ty + do; ng =esT3 +3T5 + T2 + €1 Ty + €. For
simplicity, specific cases of the above simple equations are considered, namely

T1;24 =pT{ +qT} +7; Tzé = sT3 + 0Ts + w. )

The form of the solution and the choice of the simple equations lead to the following
balance system of nonlinear relationships in Step 4 of the SEsM:

batq? +dyto? =

dy*vA%w — batpg =

—4dytsw — batq? — 4batpr + 1 — dytv® =
bat A%? + doyts?

—batqA%r +dytso =

batp? + dy* Atw?

—dytsv + batg A%y

—dy*vA’w +batpg =

~
~

~

~

~

~

~

(10)
A nontrivial solution of this system is

[~bdy2e? — 1)]/2

=41, — 202 1) > 0. 11
oI , 0 , —b(dy v —1)>0 (11)

p:w:r:SZO, q:(s

v, A, 1, b,d, a, v are free parameters that satisfy the condition —b(d'yzv2 —1) > 0. The cor-
responding solution of (6) is

u(x,t) = 4tan~! {A exp

5, (MHW[—b(dvzvz —1)]*/2 t)] } 5 =+1. (12)

«Zb

We note that in (12), one can group the free parameters. These groups are A, av, and

[_b(dvzvz_l)}l/z .
yé+—-"7—"—. Thus, the free parameters for Solution (12) are reduced to three. Let us

obtain this result by obtaining (12) in another way. Above, we used a composite function of
the kind F(x,t) = ATy (i) T2(E); 4 = ax, ¢ = t, in other words, we searched for standing
waves. We can obtain (12) based on a search for the traveling wave solutions of (6), where
u(x,t) = u(z) = u(x —ct). cis the velocity of the traveling wave. We introduce the
parameter a> = [/ (b + dc?) and the velocity becomes

_l—ba2

2 (13)
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Then, (6) can be factorized: u2, — a®sin?(u) = (uz + sin(u))(uz, — sin,) = 0, and this
leads to the following solution of (6):

1+ ksn [al/z (x - l;éng t+ zo> ,k]

dn {al/z (x - ’;532 t+ Z0> ,k}

In (14), sn and dn are the Jacobi elliptic functions of modulus k, and z is a constant of
integration. Now, let k = 1. The Jacobi elliptic functions reduce to hyperbolic functions
and (14) is reduced to its specific case

}. (15)

/1 — ba?
u=4tan H2exp|a/? | x -/ —a-t+z
{ P [ da? *20
zg) as free parameters. However, we have another

1/2
1—ba?

free parameter and it is connected to the group of parameters ~—7-. For this group of
parameters, we have the relationship (13). Let us fix a and zy. This does not fix c in (13)
as [, b, and d are not fixed. This (15) has effectively three free parameters, similar to (12).
We are grateful to the anonymous reviewer who suggested discussing the number of free
parameters for the solution (12) using the considerations described in (13)-(15).

u=4tan !

(14)

Here, we have s and A = 2exp(a

4. Composite Functions and their Role in the Algorithm of SEsM

One encounters composite functions in several places of the algorithm of the SEsM. The
presence of composite functions leads to preferences in the choice of the simple equations
and the occurrence of specific sets of polynomials in the SEsM. Below, we discuss this
in detail.

The differential equations contain derivatives of unknown functions. If the unknown
functions are composite, then one has to use the Faa di Bruno formula for the derivative of a
composite function. The Faa di Bruno formula is written below for the function h(x1, ..., x4)
of d independent variables x1, ..., x4, which is a composite function of m other functions

1 m
g g™

7

h(x1, ..., x0) = flgM (x1, o x), o0, g7 (51, xg)) (16)
The following notations are used:
1. ¥ = (1,...,v4): d-dimensional index containing integer non-negative numbers
Vi,..-,V4.
2. Z=(zy,...,2z4): d-dimensional object containing real numbers zy, ..., z;.
d
3. |7 |= X v;: sum of the elements of the d-dimensional index 7.
i=1
. d
4. V! =[] v;!: factorial of the multicomponent index 7.
i=1
L4 >
5. 2V =[] z;": V-th power of the multicomponent variable Z.
i=1
6. Dg S - | V |> 0: ¥-th derivative with respect to the multicomponent variable

Bx? ...Bx;d !
¥. Then, the identity operator is denoted as Dg .
7. || Z||= max | z; |: maximum value component of the multicomponent variable Z for
the interval 1 < i <d.
8. For the d-dimensional index | = (Iy,...,13) (Ih,...,1; are integers), it follows that

TS Vwhenl; <wv;,i=1,...,d. The following notation is used:

O)-1101) - "5

~—
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9.  Ordering of vector indexes: for two vector indexes ji = (y1,...,yg) and vV = (v4,...,v4),
we have ji < 7 when one of the following holds:

@ |REI<|7]
(b)  [f|=|V]|and py <1
(c) [d|=|V ], u1=v1,... up =vgand pgyq < Vgyq forsome 1 < k < d.

In addition, the following notation is used:
— DUy, —prr. W _pl@). z . (oD (m)
hw) = D¢ fiy=Dif: 8 =Dig"s & = (8- 83 (17)

Based on the above notation, the Faa di Bruno for the composite derivative of a function
containing the functions of many variables is [496]

[g’(fj)]k’
1<w<n ' = 1, ) J' (ki) [
In(18) n =| ¥ | and
S
kT, LY, |k >0 0<L--- <1, Zk:X 2 I =7. (19)

=1

For example, the derivatives of the composite function of two independent variables x;
and x3 h(x1, x2) = flgM (x1,x2),...,8"™ (x1,x2)] are

O i

ovitrap a)\l +"'+)\mf vit)
(r1la!) x

TETA TN V0 PSP AU PO L W ey

kji
s 1 m al]‘,] +lj,2 . ) ‘| }
(i)
| | — | | ‘ —g . (20
=1 L (kjate kD) a4+ 12h) Kt thim 5 (axl{'lé)xg’2

The specific case of a composite function containing one function of one variable
h = flg(x)] is of special interest, as it is often used in practice. For this case, the Faa di
Bruno formula is

/\

hiny = k_Zlﬂk) Y "'H 1)

plkn) i= l

In (21), h = d'h, f dgf, and g(;) = .g- In addition, p(n,k) = {A1,A2,..., Ay} is aset

- dxn/
of numbers satlsfylng Z Ai=kY ! iA =n.

Two results of the comp051te functions are of interest to the methodology of the SEsM.
The first is connected to the use of simple equations for exponential functions [470]

Theorem 1. Let us consider a nonlinear partial differential equation that contains a polynomial P
of the function h(x1, x3) and its derivatives. The relationship for this equation is

P(h,hy,, ... hy,) = 0. (22)
Above, N can be any natural number. We search for the solution of the above equation in the form
h(x1, %) = f8W (x1,%2), ., 8" (31, 3%2)],

where I is a polynomial of the functions gV (xy, x2), ..., "™ (x1, x2). Let each function g') (x1, x7)
satisfy the simple equation
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where w;j is a constant parameter. Then, the solved nonlinear PDE is reduced to a polynomial of
the functions gV (x1,x2),...,8"™ (x1,x2) containing monomials multiplied by some coefficients.
These coefficients are nonlinear algebraic relations between the parameters of the solved equation and
the parameters w; ;. We set the above coefficients to 0. The result is a system of nonlinear algebraic
equations. Any nontrivial solution of this system leads to a solution of the solved nonlinear PDE.

The second result is connected to the use of the composite function of a function of a
single variable. In this case, one can use a more complicated simple equation in the SEsM.
In more detail, we consider a nonlinear partial differential equation with nonlinearities
that are polynomials of the unknown function h(x, t) and its derivatives. We search for a
solution of the kind

h(x,t) =h(G); ¢ = ux+vt, (24)
where y and v are parameters and H is a composite function of another function g:
h= flg(@)]: (25)

The assumption is that f is a polynomial of g:
9
f=Y by, (26)
r=0

and the general form of the simple equation is

1
dkg m )
gl(k) — <d§k> = 2ajg]. (27)
j=0

Equation (27) defines the function V4,4, (C;k, 1, m). In this notation, k is the order
of derivative of g, I is the degree of the derivative, and m is the highest degree of the
polynomial of g in the defining ODE. V has as specific cases the trigonometric, hyperbolic,
and elliptic functions of Weierstrass and Jacobi, etc. The result we describe is connected to
a specific case of the equation for the V-function Vy 4,,....4,, (§;1,2,m) :

dg\? & .
The result is [486].

Theorem 2. If 3%1) is given by Equation (28) and f is a polynomial of g given by Equation (26),
then for h[f(g)], the following relationship holds:

iy = Kn(q,m)(8) + 8(1)Zn(q,m)(8)

where Ky, (q,m)(g) and Z,,(q,m)(g) are polynomials of the function g(¢).

Note that for some values of 1, one of the polynomials K (g,m) or Z,(q, m) can be
equal to 0.

The theorem states that the derivatives of the composite function & are constructed by
specific polynomials. These polynomials are calculated by the recurrence relationships [486]

& (29)

Zy &y dZy 3
Ky = > Z]ﬂjg T e Zﬂ]g? Zny1 = 7
j=0 3 j=0 3

q q
with Ko = ) b,¢" and Zy = 0. Inthisway, K1 =0; Z; = ) rbrgr_l, and, for example,
r=0

r=0
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=

S

m .
Y. K;jr +r(r— l)> (j+r—2) (;u +j+r— 3)]ujbrgug]+r+u4/

0j=0u=0

—

(30)

Another kind of simple equation leads to another set of polynomials. The simple
equation (1 and ¢; are constant parameters)

n .
gy = 3,8, (31)
j=0
is frequently used. In this case [470], one obtains the following set of polynomials. One
9
starts from Lo = ) b,q" and uses the recurrence relationship
r=0

Ly =k ic- ] (32)
The derivative of the composite function is 1i(,,) = Ly (g), for example,

9 m m m )
Ly = 2 2 Z Z ber(r+j—1)(r+j+k— 2)cjckclgr+1+k+l_3. (33)
r=0 j=0k=01=0

Let us consider two examples of the application of the SEsM with the participation of
composite functions. The first example is for the generalized Korteweg-de Vries equation

3
Ju +Aupau 0°u

In (34), p is a positive integer number and A is a parameter. The solution of Equation (34) is
searched as a composite function u = h[f(g(&))], where { = ax + pt, g is the solution of the
simplest equation (28) and f is given by Equation (26). The substitution of u = h[f(g({))]
in Equation (34) and the application of the SEsM leads to an equation of the kind

Wo(g) + Wi(g)ga) = 0. (35)
with

Wo(g) = vKi(g) + nAKo(g)PKy(g) + 1°Ks(g),
Wi(g) = vZi(g) + nAKo(9)PZ1(g) + 1Z3(g). (36)

Kj = K3 = 0 and the first equation of (35) is satisfied. The second equation needs balance.

Itis m = 2 + pq. For the case g = 1, m = 2 4 p. Then, from Equations (26) and (28) one

2+p

obtains h = by + b1g; 3%1) = ) 4 gj . Thus, the second equation from (36) is reduced to
j=0

the system of nonlinear algebraic relationships among the parameters of Equation (34) and
the parameters of the solution (Step 4 of the SEsM):

_ 1
vb1 8ok + (Z) nAb) "b’;“ + Ey3(1<+ 1)(k+2)agoby =0, k=0,...,p. (37)

¢ is the delta-symbol of Kronecker.
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The solution of Equation (37) is obtained for by = 0. Then, one obtains the system of
algebraic equations:

k = 0: v+pulap =0,

kK = 1: a3 =\,
k = p=1: a,41 =0,
1
k = p: Abf+§y2(p+1)(p+2)ap+2:0. (38)
The solution is @, = —%;ay2 = ———24% __ This fixes the simple equati
e solution is @y = — 5api2 = — o oyt This fixes the simple equation,
Equation (28), as
p
2 vV .2 2by p+2 (
= _ — ) 39)
07 A T PAp ) +2)°
: : __ 0 : _2. 2 _ pAOYY 48
The solution of (39) is g(&) = o) with w = 5oW = 2(p+17)(p-&]-2)’ V= The
solution of (34) becomes
Qb
u(@) = ——1 F=ux+ut (40)
(€) o (7) E=pu
For the particular case p =1, A = —6 (34) coincides with the classical Korteweg-de
Vries equation. The values b; = 1 and () = —2 of the parametersleadtoy =1, v = —4.

Then, (40) reduces to the single soliton solution of the KdV equation u(x,t) = —m
One can show that (40) is the solution of Equation (34) for an arbitrary real nonzero value
of p (and not only for positive integer values of p) [486].

In a similar manner, one can obtain numerous solutions of the Olver equation [486]

ou du ou ou 9%u u 5
+ = +aoU=— + & + alU——% + azu

ou ou 0°u al u du
ot  ox ox ox 9x2 ox3 ox

+0€4$+lx5$ =0. (41)

5. The Role of The Simple Equations in The SEsM

In general, the form of the solution of the solved nonlinear differential equation is
connected to the form of the solution of the used simple equations by means of the balance
equations, which have to be satisfied in Step 3 of the SEsM. We are not obligated to choose
the form of the simple equations before Step 3 of the SEsM. However, if we do, additional
restrictions are imposed on the form of the searched solution of the solved equation [483].
Below, we discuss this in more detail.

We consider a simple equation of the kind

dd d2d And
Q(cp,d(,:,dgz,...,w>:o. (42)

Using the solution @ of this simple equation, we build a function F = F(®), which has to
solve the more complicated equation

dF d’F d"F
P(F'dg'azg,fz"”’dgn) =0. (43)

We can choose Q and F. Thus, we have a function and the question is as follows: What is
the manifold of equations that have this function as a solution? Below, are the responses to
this question for the case of simple equations of the kind
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€ B
(fjé’) = Lo, m

where € and B are positive integers and the function F(®) is a polynomial
v
F(®) =} ou[@(@))" (45)
u=0

For the construction of equations of the kind (43), one needs to know the derivatives of F
with respect to ¢. Some derivatives are

dF dF d®
@F _ £F (d0\* dF £O @)
dE2 — do2 \ dE dd dg2”
@F _ F (d0\° L dEFdOLS  dF 8O 8)
e do3 \ dE d®2 dF dE2 ' dd dF3’
i AN L AN N 1 A Y S @9)
ded T Aot \ det do3\ d¢ ) de2 ' Tae2 \ dE2 dP2 d¢ i3 ' dd dgt
CF _dF (d0\T | IF (AD\IED | LPF A ()
de5 Ao\ det Aot \ dE ) de2 Add3 dE \ dE2
(0 LE (40N B (PP LOdD | AFdO S | dF & (50)
do3 \ d¢ ) de3 dd2 d¢2 @3 ' TP dF dgt ' dd 45

Derivatives (46)-(50) have different forms for different forms of (45) and different versions
of the simple equation, Equation (44). This results in different hierarchies of nonlinear
PDEs, which have as their solutions the corresponding form of F(®). For an illustration of
this, we consider as a simple equation the extended tanh-equation

ad 5 5
dg_b 22, (51)

which has the solution b
P(Z) = ~tanhla b (& + o). 2)

In (52), a?®(¢)? < d? and & is a constant of integration. Equation (52) can be used for the
construction of traveling wave solutions of numerous nonlinear PDEs. Solution (51) leads
to specific forms of Derivatives (46)-(50). The simplest specific case of Equation (45) is
4E — p;. Th
a® p1. en,
b

F(®)=po+pm®=po+ % tanh[a b (¢ + o)) (53)

One obtains Derivatives (46)—(50):

dF

B —p1a>®* + pi b (54)
°F _ 2p1a* @3 — 2p1a°? D 55
== p1a”P° —2pja : (55)

d3F
6p1a°®* + 8p1atb?*®? — 2p1a’bt. (56)

i
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d*F

e 24p1a®° — 40p1a®H*®° + 16p1a*b . (57)

i

dgd

The function (53) is a solution of numerous nonlinear PDEs. Let us demonstrate the
construction of some of these equations. The first equation is

= —120pa'%®° + 240p,aBb*®* — 136p1a°b*®* + 16p1a*1°. (58)

d2F dF
qngZ + qu,Tg + q3F% + q4F* + g5F + g6 = 0. (59)

For a solution of the kind (53), the derivatives of F are given by Equations (54) and (55).
The substitution of (53)—(55) in Equation (59) leads to the proof of the following proposition.

Proposition 2 ([483]). Each solution of the system of nonlinear algebraic relationships

2q1a*pt + qapl — 2piat =
2q1a* p1po — 342p0a®pi + 3q3pop + 4api
22 2 2.2 2.212 2
q5p1 — 292ppa°p1 + qap1 (b — a”pp) — 2q1a°p1b” + 3q3ppp1 + 2q4p0p1
Q2po(b* — a*pg) + g6 + Gspo — 2q1a°pop1b* + q3pg + qapy =

I
o oo o

leads to an exact solution of the kind (53) of Equation (59).

Let us set, for example, g3 = g4 = g6 = 0. Then, we obtain the conditions of a function
of the kind (53) to be the solution of the equation

d*F dF

For this, the system of the following nonlinear algebraic equations must be satisfied

—qapia® +2qatp; = 0,
—3q2p00°pt +2q1a*pipe = 0,
—202p50° p1 + q2pr (0° — a®pg) — 21a°pib* +qsp1 = O,
q2p0(b* — a®pg) — 2q1a”pop1b® + qspo = 0. (62)
Let us now set g4 = 0. Thus, we search for a solution of
d’F dF
T + quE + q3F3 + q4F* + g5F = 0. (63)
One solution of (60) is
2a* 1 2 _ 40395 + 4a2q,q5
Po= s pr= e p= (4 i ‘72’76) (64)
2(a%q2 — q3) a%q2 — g3 2\ (q295 — a*q5 + 4q7a®)

The substitution of (64) in (53) leads to the following solution of Equation (63)

3 2 2 2 2
q4 g1 [ (g5 — 49395 + 4a>q2q5) a [ (q5 — 49395 + 4a°q295)
Fe) = + tanh | +a)|. 65

© 2(a%q2 — q3) (ﬂzqz =43 \/ (4293 — a2q3 + 4q3a°) 2\ (q295 — 243 + 4q2a6) (&+Co) (65)

The solution (65) is an exact solution of each nonlinear partial differential equation that can
be reduced to Equation (63).
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One can consider more complicated differential equations such as

2

N i + qu

dF
ic + q;:,% + q4F3 + g5F*> + g6F + g7 =0, (66)

and to search for conditions for the existence of a solution of the kind (53). One can proceed
by using more complicated forms of F(®). One such form is 95 = p1 + 2p>®. Then,

F=po+p®+ p®”. (67)

®(¢) is (52). The substitution of (52) and (67) in (66) leads to a system of seven nonlinear
algebraic equations that have to be solved in order to construct a solution of the kind (67)
and (52) of (66). A nontrivial solution of this algebraic system is

q4 4592 q4q7 q4q7
a=,/—; =0; =506 =—-, b=, ,/—F". 68
. 71 q3 04 96 05 \/ 15 (68)

Thus, the equation

d dF
+ 9592 4 + q4F3 + g5F* +

q447
—~F+g7,=0, 69
7 F dc g de p. q7 (69)

has the exact solution

= ooy P [ dad7 nh[ 9497 } p2q447 hz[ G447 }
F=pot 0 s B ggs (€ T00)| gz N A [ o (64 G0) (70)

All nonlinear partial differential equations that can be reduced to (69) have the solution (70).
We can continue the process by taking, for example, the equation of Bernoulli as the
simple equation. The interested reader is directed to [483] for more details on this.

6. The SEsM and the Method of Hirota and Inverse Scattering Transform Method

The SEsM can be connected to other famous methods for obtaining exact solutions
of nonlinear partial differential equations such as the method of Hirota and the Inverse
Scattering Transform (IST) method. Below, we discuss the connection between the SEsM
and the method of Hirota and between the IST and the SEsM for the cases of the Korteweg-
de Vries equation and the nonlinear Scrodinger equation.

6.1. The SEsM and the Method of Hirota

The Hirota method [136-141] is a simple and popular method for obtaining multisoli-
ton solutions of nonlinear PDEs, which are integrable. Usually, in Step 1 of this method, a
transformation of the solved NPDE is made. Frequently, the form of this transformation is

(-

u(x,t) = 2ff(x t) = 7 (71)
In Step 2 of the method, one searches for a solution in the form
f=a+tefitetfrt+efat.... (72)

where « and € are parameters. Solution (72) is substituted in the solved nonlinear PDE.
In Step 3 of the method, one solves the obtained equations for the orders ¢, €, e3, ...
In Step 4 of the method, the solution is constructed based on the solutions of the equations

for the different powers of €.
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Hirota introduced the bilinear operators, which can be written as [497]

(M=)t dig 9™=ip

; —)! 9xJ 9xm—i’
m
L

D"(ab) =

n (m+n I=Dm n! Jitig gmtn—i—jp
; —)! z!(n — i)l otigx] otn—igx™m—J’

D"D!(a.b) = (73)

These operators allow bilinear operators to have useful properties such as finding a solution
for the sequence of equations for the powers of € in an effective way:.
The Hirota method is connected to the SEsM in the following way [460]:

Proposition 3. The method of Hirota is connected to a specific case of the SEsM where the trans-
formation in Step 1 of the SEsM is the same as the transformation used in the Hirota method,
the representation of function f using fi, fa, ... from Step 2 of the SEsM is (72), the differential
equations for f1, f2,... from Step 3 of the SEsM are the chain of equations obtained for the orders
€, €%, ... within the scope of the Hirota method, and the simple equations that are used in the
construction of the solutions for f1, fa, ... are differential equations for exponential functions.

One example of the demonstration of the connection between the SEsM and the method
of Hirota is in obtaining the three-soliton solution of the Korteweg-de Vries equation:

ou ou du
5-1—6 ax+$70. (74)

Step 1 of the SEsM is to transform the nonlinearity of this equation using (71). We obtain

Pf L Ofof O OfOf (0
Fovat Voxor Taai— 3an+3(32> =0, (75)

which can be written as (DyD; + D%)(f - f) = 0. Step 2 of the SEsM is to fix the composite
function for the solution of the equation. This is made by (72). The substitution of (72)
in (75) leads to the differential equations for fi, fo, .. .:

3 /(a &
289((81? axs>f1 (76)
3 /(a &
28x<at as)f2— =Dx(Di + D3)(fi - f1), (77)
3 /(a &
Zax<at as)f3 Dx(Dt + DY) (fi- fa+ f2- f1), (78)

etc. The next step of the SEsM is to choose the simple equations for f;, f», .... These
. . . oo d

are equations for exponential functions. One starts with % = ¢1;81 = exp(n1), where

71 = Mx + wyt + 01 and A, wq and oy are parameters and chooses f1 as

f1=-exp(m)- (79)

The substitution of (79) in (76) leads to the dispersion relation w; + /\% = 0. f1 satisfies (77)
and f, can be taken to be 0. f3, f4,... can also be set to 0. One obtains

f=1+¢€f1. (80)

The parameter € is absorbed by ¢y and the solution for f corresponds to the single soliton
solution for u by the use of (71).
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For obtaining the two-soliton solution of the Korteweg-de Vries equation, one uses the
. . . .d
solution of (76) constructed by the solutions of two simple equations % = 91,81 = exp(1m1);

% = g2, g2 = exp(1n2). Here, 17; = Ajx + w;t + 0; and A;, w; and 03, i = 1,2 are parame-
ters. Then,

f1 =exp(i11) +exp(i2)- (81)

Two algebraic equations occur from the substitution of (81) in (76): w; + A? =0,i=1,2.

The substitution of (81) in (77) leads to an equation for f,, for which the solution is

A2 )
fo = appexp(y1 +12), withajp = &Jr;;gz . f3, fa, etc., can be set to zero and one arrives at

the two-soliton solution of the KdV equation

f=1+e¢lexp(m) +exp(i2)] + €2 arp exp(m1 + 172). (82)

Here, € and € are absorbed by 012 and a1 5.

For obtaining the three-soliton solution of the Korteweg-de Vries equation, one needs a
solution for f; constructed using the solutions of three simple equations for the exponential
functions Z% = ¢i;g = exp(n;);i = 1,2,3. Here, ; = Ajx + w;t + 0; and A, w; and o3,
i =1,2,3 are parameters. fi is the sum of the solutions of the three simple equations

f1 =exp(n1) +exp(n2) +exp(i3). (83)

The substitution of (83) in (76) leads to three dispersion relations w; + /\13 =0, i=1,2,3.For
fa, after a substitution of (83) in (77), one obtains f, = ajp exp(#1 + 172) + a1z exp (i1 + 13)

2.2
+ag3 exp (12 +173), with a;; = %, i,j =1,2,3,i < j. The substitution of f; and f in (78)
itA
leads to the following relationship for f3: f3 = biaz exp(71 + 112 + 173), b12s = a12a13a23. This
leads to f4 =0, f5 = f¢ = - - - = 0. The solution for f is

f=1+¢lexp(in1) +exp(12) + exp(113)] + €*[ar2 exp (111 +112) +
a1z exp(i1 +173) + az exp (i + 173) + €biog exp (i1 + 112 +173), (84)

and this leads to the three-soliton solution of the Korteweg-de Vries equation.

6.2. The SEsM and the Inverse Scattering Transform Method: The Case of the Korteweg-de
Vries Equation
Due to the excellent work of Rosales [498,499], we can easily connect the SEsM to
various equations that are solvable by the Inverse Scattering Transform method. We demon-
strate this for the Korteweg-de Vries equation and the nonlinear Schrodinger equation. We
consider the KdV equation
ou ou  du

We skip Step 1 of the SEsM (the transformation of the nonlinearity). In Step 2 of the SEsM,
we present u(x, t) as a composite function of other functions uy, uy, . ..

u(x,t) = i €"uy(x,t). (86)
n=1

Initially, one treats € as a small parameter. The substitution of (86) in (85) leads to equations
for uy,up, ... as follows:

aun a3un _ p) n—1 B
ot o T %k ]; Ujthyjyt = 2,3, .. (87)
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and the equation for u; is
6u1 831/{1
s
The solutions of the obtained equations for uj, u, ... are connected through a Fourier
series to the solution of the simple equation for exponential functions. For u; we use

=0. (88)

U = /d)t(k) (—k) explikx + K3t], (89)
c

where dA(k) is an appropriate measure in the complex plane C and the term (—k) is
introduced for convenience. The form of #; influences the relationships for the equations

for uy, us, . ... One obtains
duy  up .' , 3, .3
? + W = —6i / d/\(kl)d)\(kz) klkz(kl + kz) exp{z[(k1 + kz)x + (kl + k2)ﬂ}, (90)
c2
au3 a3u3 o d o
W + @ = —65(141142 + uzug) =
= —6i / dA(kp)dA(kp)dA(ks) (ki + ko) (ki + ko + k) exp{i[(ky + ko +k3)x + (K + k5 +K3)t] ). (91)

C3
The solutions for u, ug, ... are assumed to be of a form similar to that of u;:

(%, 1) = / AA(K)) Dy (k1 - - . k) exp{iQn}. 92)
Cﬂ

The substitution of (92) in the equations for uy, u3,... leads to the fixation of ®, and (.
The fixation leads to

Dy (ki ko) =1; Oy = (ky +ko)x + (k3 +K3)t,

k +k2+k3
T+l + Ry 0~ (ke ke (ki)

ki+ky+ks+k
T+ k)l +Rs) (s TRy 4 (it bl tk)xd (4 45+t 09

(IJS(Kl/kZ/ k3) = -

D, =

This leads to the following relationship for u;,

1y = H)ﬂ“% (A 2R (94)
]:
and the solution of the Korteweg-de Vries equation is
U= i% Z(—e)”/[d/\(k)]”n_fxpﬂ : (95)
n= cr Hl (kj + kj+1)
]:

3 (e J A" plk) ks ko) Pz, Ka), - Plkns, K k), (96)
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where py = exp{%[kx —w(k)t] }; P(k,q) =i (k)p(q), w(k) = —k3. Two possibilities exist
for the measure dA(k), discrete or continuous. For the case of discrete dA(k), the integral
can be replaced by a sum: [ dA(k)f(k) = a2 f (iky). Thus,

C m

a [ee]
87 Z n mel PmlrmZPmZ/mS) te Pmn—]/mn pmn‘ (97)
n=1 m;
Here, Py = ’;l"jrlzq ;P = amP(ikm) = am exp{%(—kmx +K3,t) }, and (97) can be written as
U= —ei [pT(I + eP)*lp} (98)
dx !

where p is the column vector of all py,, P is the square matrix of all Py, and pT is the
transpose of p. The matrix P is real symmetric and positive definite for k;;, > 0 and real
for a,,. Thus, u is nonsingular for € > 0 and € can be absorbed into the coefficients a,;,.
Because of this, Solution (98) is not limited to only small values of €.

Solution (98) can be rewritten in a more common form. Observing that ‘3—5 = —% pp’,
we arrive at
0 _10P 02 02

This is the relationship for the multisoliton solution of the Korteweg-de Vries equation.
For the case of continuous measure dA(k), we obtain the Gelfand-Levitan-Marchenko

equation from the methodology of the Inverse Scattering Transform method as follows. P

is considered more a general operator than a square matrix: (Pf)(k f dA(1)P(k, 1) f(1).

Thus, the solution of the KdV equation is

= e / dA(k I—f—eP)_lp} (k). (100)

Solution (100) can be written as

d
u= 2$K(x,x). (101)

Here, K(x,y) = —5pT(x)[I +€P(x)] "!p(y), and after a calculation, one obtains

K(xoy) = —5p"(0)py) - 5 / 4K (x,2)p" (2)p(v). (102)
This is the GLM equation with

B(x+y) = zp /dA exp{(lz{(x+y)+k3t)]. (103)

6.3. The SEsM and the Inverse Scattering Transform Method: The Case of the Nonlinear
Schrodinger Equation

We consider the nonlinear Schrédinger equation

.0 0?
29,09

i C 20| @ (104)

Step 1 of the SEsM (the transformation of the nonlinearity) is skipped. In Step 2 of the SEsM,
we present ¢(x, t) as a composite function similar to (86). Performing the calculations for
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the solutions of the equations for the components of ¢ using differential equations for
exponential functions as simple equations (Steps 3 and 4 of the SEsM) we arrive at

exp (i)

Q= Z d)\ld‘lxlzd/\3d]14 e d/\ma”em o (105)
n=0,m=2n+1 Cm rIl(k] + ijrl)
]:

In (105), Oy %[ij + (—1)jk]2t]. dA(k) and du (k) are measures such that dv*(—k*) = dA(k)
1

(* denotes complex conjugation). dA; = dA(k;); du; = dp(k;). There is a quantity analogous
to P from the case of the Korteweg-de Vries equation above. The definition of this quantity
for the case of the nonlinear Schrodinger equation is

5k 1) — P )p()
Pk, 1) =it (106)
In O, one has two dispersion relationships: wy (k) = k? and ws (k) = —k?. In p, we take

the first of them. Denoting the conjugate operator of P as P, one can rewrite (105) as

¢ = e/d/\(k) ﬁ(k){(l + UezﬁP)_l}(k) = ep’ (I + 0e®PP) " 1p. (107)
C

For | ¢ |?, one obtains
| |>= —62%}7T(I + 0e’PP) "' Pp. (108)

This is reduced to the relationship of Zakharov and Shabat [500] for the multiple-envelope
solutions of the nonlinear Schrédinger equation for the specific case of (108) of discrete
measure (discrete A(k)) and when p is a vector and P is a square matrix. In this case,

2

| g [>= }7% Indet(I + ce*PP). (109)

7. Special Application: The SEsM and the SIR Model of Epidemics

Below we discuss the exact solutions of an equation. This equation is obtained based
on the SIR model in epidemiology. The obtained solutions can describe epidemic waves
caused by different diseases (COVID-19-inclusive).

The equation is obtained using the classic idea of Kermak and McKendrick [501] for the
transformation of the SIR model with constant coefficients to a single nonlinear differential
equation. We consider an epidemic in a population. The population is divided into three
groups: susceptible individuals—S; infected individuals—I; recovered individuals—R.
The model equations for the time changes in the numbers of individuals in the above three
groups are

ds T

a - Nk

dl T

a - Nolek

dR

- = oL (110)

In (refsirl), T is the transmission rate and p is the recovery rate. These rates are assumed to
be constants.
N=S+I+R, (111)

is the total population, which is assumed to be constant. The model (110) can be reduced to
a single equation for R as follows. From the last equation of (110) we have
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I= 1 d—R (112)
o dt
The substitution of (112) in the first equation of (110) leads to the relationship
s = 5(0) exp{—f;\[[R—R(O)]}. (113)

Here, 5(0) and R(0) are the numbers of susceptible and recovered individuals at the time
t = 0. The substitution of (111) and (113) in the last equation of (110) leads to the differential
equation for R

T

dth{N—R—S(O)eXp[ pN(R—R(O))]}. (114)

Below, we assume R(0) = 0 (no recovered individuals at t = 0). Let us consider the ratio
;TI\QI' The maximum of the ratio R/N is 1 and if T << p, then PT—II\{, << 1. Let us consider a
kind of epidemic, where T << p (transmission rate is much lower than the recovery rate).

Then, exp [— piNR} can be represented as a Taylor series

exp {—J\IR} = %(—J\]R)j. (115)

j=0

M has infinite value in the full Taylor series but we can truncateitat M =2, M = 3,...,
if — F%R is small enough. From (114) we obtain

dR M T j
dt—p{N—R—S(O)Z(—pNR> } M=2.3,... (116)

j=0

We apply the most simple version of the SEsM to (116). The solution is searched as a
composite function of a single function U and the form of the composite function is a
polynomial

R =
k

K
e, (117)
=0
where y; and K are parameters. We also fix the form of the simple equation for U
du &
—r =y ul, (118)
=0

where v; and L are parameters.
In order to proceed with the application of the SEsM, we have to obtain a balance
equation that connects the parameters M, K, and L. The form of this balance equation is

L-1=KM-1). (119)

Then, we proceed as follows. We fix the value of M. This fixes the form of (116). Then,
we fix the value of K. This fixes the form of the composite function for the solution of the
equation. Then, from (119) we obtain the value of L. The fixation of the parameters M, K,
and L and the substitution of (117) and (118) in (116) lead us to the system of nonlinear
algebraic equations as required by the algorithm of the SEsM. The nontrivial solutions of
this system lead to solutions of R. The substitution of these solutions in (112) leads to the
corresponding solutions for I. Finally, the solutions for R and I are substituted in (111) and
we obtain the solution for S.
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Below, we consider the simplest case M = 2. This is the classical Kermak-McKendrick
case. From (116), the equation we have to solve is

I aR? 1R+, (120)

where v = p[N — S(0)]; B = TSI\(IO) -0 u=— T;S]’\;S), and (120) is an equation of the Riccati
kind. From (119),
L=K+1 (121)

Let us consider the case K = 1, L = 2. In this case,
R=uo+mu, (122)

and the simple equation is

au

o= vo + U + U2 (123)
The substitution of (122) and (123) in (120) leads to a system of nonlinear algebraic equations.
One nontrivial solution of this system is yg = 0, u1 = 1; v = ¥; v1 = B, V2 = «. The simple
equation, Equation (123), coincides with (120). As we consider the case T << p then,

B* — day ~ plp — %(0)] > 0. This is because S(0) << N. In addition, we havep? — 4ay =

2
2507 (1 n 4Ns‘5<°)) > TS0 (1 - M) = (2aR + B)2. A particular solution of (120) is

(0) N2 pN
R(t) = —£ _ % tanh[e(t;rc)}, (124)

where %> = B2 —4ay > 0 and C is a constant of integration. The substitution of (124)
in (112) leads to the well-known bell-shaped curve for the evolution of the number of
infected individuals [

(125)

_ 2
I= sech [ >

9(t+C)}
200 '

Note that — % is positive as & is negative.
We know a particular solution (124) of (120). Then, we can write the general solution

of (120) as R = —% — % tanh [G(tzﬁ} + %, where D is a constant and v(t) is the solution
of the linear differential equation
do 0(t+C)]
T f tanh {2] v = —aD. (126)
The solution of (126) is
v = cosh? {GU;—C} {E — 2D;D tanh[e(t;_ C] }, (127)

where E is a constant of integration. Then, the general solution of Equation (120) is

0(t+C)} " D
2 cosh? [G(t%c} {E — % tanh[e(t%c] }

R(t) = b0 tanh[ (128)

This solution introduces corrections to the well-known curve for the time evolution of
recovered persons within the scope of the SIR model. The substitution of (128) in (112)
leads to the following relationship for the time evolution of the number of infected persons:
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e [e(t + C)} D] OEsinh[0(t + C)] — aD cosh[8(t + C)] (129)
T 2ap 2 | 0] w [
P e cosh* {W} {E — 2D tanh{w} }

This solution leads to corrections to the well-known bell-shaped curve for the time evolution
of infected individuals in the SIR model. For example, let t = —C. Then, from (125),

62
[=—— 1
3o’ (130)
and from (129),
2 2
p= - b (131)
2a0p  pE

The presence of the general solution (128) of (116) makes the further consideration of the
subcases of the case M = 2 unnecessary. What we can obtain by considering these cases
are the specific cases of the general solution (128).

8. Other Examples of the Application of the SEsM

The SEsM and its most simple version, the MMSE, have numerous applications.
Below, we mention several results. In most cases, we search for traveling wave solutions of
the kind u(x,t) = u(¢) = u(x — vt), and the composite function from Step 2 of the SEsM is
given by the power series of the solution Vof the simple equation

W@ = Y V@ 132)

p=—v

In (132),v > 0, u > 0, 6, are parameters. In most cases, we use as the simple equation

/A% B
27— E V()Y 133
de “:0')’ (if) (133)

where 1, is a parameter. Equation (133) has two important specific cases: the equations
of Bernoulli and Riccati. Their solutions are expressed by elementary functions. For the
Bernoulli equation o =0; 1 =72 =" =Y 1=07% =b; Yey1 =" =7 =0. The
equation is
awv
aE

where k is an integer and k > 1. The solutions that are used are

aV (&) +blvV(@)F, (134)

, b<0, a>0;

[ aexplati—D(E 1 &)l
vie) = ¢ T bexplalk— 1)@ + &)

k1 aexpla(k —1)(¢ + &o)]
o= \/_1+bexp[ﬂ(k—1)(§+§o)]’ Pe0so 1)

¢o is a constant of integration.

For the Riccati equation, yo =c; 1 =b; o =a,y3 =+ = v = 0. The equation is
A%
i a[V(E)]? + bV (&) +c. (136)

The solution that is used is

V() = —% _ 8 tanh {6(52—’_%)} (137)
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Here, 62 = b% — 4ac > 0 and ¢o is a constant of integration.
As a specific case of the use of the equation of Riccati, we also consider the extended

tanh-function equation
av - 5

avio_ 2 22
i =c-—aV-. (138)
Equation (138) is obtained from (136) when b = 0, a = —a%, and ¢ = ¢*. The solution
of (138) that is used is
c __
V(2) = < tanh[7 2(Z + &), (139)

where @2V (¢)? < ¢ and & is a constant of integration.
The first illustration of the methodology of the SEsM is for obtaining traveling wave
solutions of the class of equations

M
2 ap Bﬂ’ 2 /sq By 94 m;ymgm =0. (140)

In (140), ap, B4, and py, are parameters. Specific cases of (140) are used as model equations
in the theory of the migration of populations. f Ny =1, Np =2,a41 =1,1 =0, o = —

(140) is reduced to an equation of the kind ¢ a aax? = f(Q), with f(Q) = — Z%Zl umQ™.
Such kinds of equations are widely used in the modeling of genetic diffusion.
One searches for traveling wave solutions Q(x, ) = Q(¢) = Q(x — vt). Taking into

account that N = max(Ny, N;), one can extend (140) to

N anQ Q M m
Z<%am+&wﬂ>+3;W@ =0, (141)

n=1

where the coefficients of the additional terms are equal to 0. The traveling wave solution
and v, = By + an(—0)" reduce (141) to

wa+2m@— (142)

As the simple equation, we use the equation of Bernoulli (134). The substitution of (132)
and (134) in (142) leads to a polynomial P = x,¢" + K,,lcpr*l +:---4+x =0. InP,ris
an integer. The coefficients x depend on the parameters of the solved equation and the
parameters of the solution. The solution is obtained when all coefficients are set to 0.
The result is a system of nonlinear algebraic relationships

=0 I=rr—-1,...,0 (143)

Next, we move to Step 3 of the SEsM, ensuring that each equation from (143) has at least
two terms by balancing the highest powers arising in (142). This leads to the following
balance equation (for the case when the Bernoulli equation is used as the simple equation):
LM = L+ N(k — 1). Thus, the choice of the highest power L of the solution polynomial
leads to the fixation of the parameter k for the Bernoulli equation

L(M—1)

k=142

(144)
If the Riccati equation is used as the simple equation, then the balance equation is
L(M—1)=N.
Several examples of exact solutions follow for cases where the Bernoulli equation is
used as the simple equation. We first set N = 2, M = 2, and (142) becomes
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?Q  dQ 2
V17§2+V27§+#2Q +mQ=0. (145)
A specific case of this equation is the equation studied by Ablowitz and Zeppetela [502]

9 1 49 4 O(1 — Q) = 0. Ablowitz and Zeppetela obtained the solution Q(&) =
i i = 0. ppetela obtained the solution Q(&) =
1

[1-rexp(¢/V6)]*’

2
the tanh-method. This solution is [503] Q(&) = Q(x — vt) = }1{1 — (tanh ﬁé‘) },v = %.

We search for a solution of (145) of the kind Q(&) = Y-, a;¢'; Z—Zj = bp(1tL/2) 1 g,
L = 2is assumed and for this case, in Step 4 of the SEsM one obtains the system of nonlinear
algebraic relationships between the parameters of the solutions and the parameters of (142)

r <0, v=>5/+v/6.Another solution of the last equation is obtained using

6v1a2b* + ppa3 = 0,
2vpa5b + 10v1apba + 2ppaza1 + 2umb® = 0,
M1z + yza% + 2Upa0a + Voa1b + dvyaya®+
2uparag + 3via1ab = 0,
a1 + 2ppa1a0 + viaa® + vyaa = 0,
piag + poa3 = 0. (146)
. . 6 v% - - b2 o 6 v% .
A solution of (146) is ag = B =0, ay=—-67=, 1= -3 The corresponding
solution of (145) is
2 2 2
b
Q&) = 6 v _ el { aexpla(¢ + Go)] } . (147)
25vipp pp |1 —bexpla(+ o))
2
for the case when b < 0 and a4 > 0. Another solution of (146) is ayg = 4{1712, vy = %,
Yo = —4%12, b= % The corresponding solution of (142) is
1
aexp(a(¢ + aexp(a(¢ + a?
Q) = | "SBECHE) | [ e G I G
1— =2 exp(8+ o) 1— 2 exp(8+&o) o2

Next, we set L = 4 ( L = 3 is impossible as k has to be an integer). In Step 3 of the
SEsM, we obtain the system of nonlinear algebraic relationships between the parameters

24v a,b% + yzai = 0,

2upasaz + 1511a30> = O,

4vpasb + 40vya4ba + 8vyarb? + 2upasay + yza% = 0,

24vyazba 4 2ua4a1 + 3viap b? + 3va3b + 2ura3ay 0,
2ura4a0 + 16vya4a® 4 dvoaga + U1as + 2uoasay + yza%+

2vpa5b + 12v1a0ba = 0,
H1as + 9v1a3a2 + 3vpa3a + vpa1b 4 2uparay + 2upazag+

4viaba = 0,

4v1a2a2 + pyay + 2uparag + 2vpaza + yza% = 0,

Voaqa + 11a1a> + 2upayag +pwa; = 0O,

p1ag + poad 0 (149)
One solution of this system is ap = %%, m =a =a3 =0, ag = —24”;—2’2,

2
—% z—f, U1 = —% % The corresponding solution of (145) (b > 0,a < 0) is
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(§+80) :
6 12 exp[— g ]
=——=11-b . 150
Q(%) 251y { 1+ bexp|— (é‘+§o)] (150)
Another solution of (149) is ag = bzg ,a3 =0,a1 = 0,00 = 52,111 = 52m/2, Hy = —25—4%,

v1 = 13- The corresponding solution of (145) is

bay [ aexp2a(&+&)] \? aexp[2a(¢ + &) aay
Q) =7, <1+beXP[2ﬂ(§+Co)]) +”2(1+bexp[2a<¢+¢o>1>+2b' as1)

Here, b > 0,a < 0.
Next, one can set N = 2, M = 3. The equation that is to be solved is

42

nig + e Q4 10+ Q=0 (152
This equation is connected to the Huxley equation for gene propagation [504]. Other equa-
tions having polynomial nonlinearity of the third order are the Burgers-Huxley equation

and equations that model aspects of neuronal activity [505].
Several solutions of (152) are below. For the case L = 1, the SEsM leads to a solution

of the kind

L . dQ

Qo) = Lade),

For the case b > 0, a < 0, the solution is

2o/ Dy o1 2o/ i
b/ =2 s ) ORI €400

= by + ag. (153)

Q) =— (154)
2 -2
& 1+ bexp| (MY Tt ¢ )
For L = 2, the solution of (152) for the casea > 0, b < 0is

—V2u1 JHiHiz—va/~Vii3 —V2u1 JHiHiz v/~ Vi3

Q(¢) = 2by/~2v1p3 6v1y/— V13 exp[2 6v1y/ V113 (6+G0)] _ VHiIM3 (155)
—V2u1 /i3 — V2~ V1 i3 ’
= 1— bexp[2— R0 (¢ 4 ) &

One can continue by assuming N = 2, M = 4. The equation that has to be solved is

4*Q

vgm 22 i 2 Q4 Qo+ Q@+ 1nQ = 0. (156)

Equations of this kind arise in the theory of the migration of populations [476,477]. The ap-
plication of the SEsM leads to the conclusion that this equation has solutions of the form

Q) =Yt a [p(©)), 3 d‘P bp(1+3L/2) 1 ag. For L = 2, one possible solution for the case

a<0,b>0is
/3
M3V —V1K3 ex 3H3\/*V1H3 2
p (& + o)
QZ) = —/10vg? | — B0 | va” 114 | -2 as)
1+ bexp {st\ﬁvvl;'4 (6—1—50)] Ha

for the case b > 0and a < 0.
Next, we can set N = 2, M = 5. The equation that has to be solved is

2
V1 dgg +V2(§ + #5Q° + paQ + 13 Q° + 1o Q* + 1 Q = 0. (158)
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ZAp

The SEsM leads to the conclusion that this equation has solutions of the kind Q(&) =

Yk o ailo@)], %7 = bp1+2L) 4 a¢. For the case L = 1 and fora > 0, b < 0, the solution

is [478]
Q&) = a1y 81 +ag, (159)
2
where
o0 _ 4v1bal + vpa3 + \/4v1a0b(1/1ba8 + 2agv203) + voay (v2a3 + 4vibad) .
e 2v1a3
4vybal + voa? + \/4v1aob(v1ba8 + 2a0v2a2) + voa1 (v2a3 + 4vyba3)
exp | —2 + .
Xp 21/111% (‘: (:0)
Q=1-
4vybal + vpa? + \/4v1a0b(v1ba8 + 2agv202) + voa1 (v2a3 + 4vybal)
bexp | -2 : €+,
2v1a7

The solutions above are for the use of the equation of Bernoulli as the simple equation
in the SEsM. One can also use other equations as simple equations. One example is the
equation of Riccati. Numerous solutions of the discussed equations obtained based on the
application of the SEsM based on the Riccati equation as the simple equation can be seen
in [478].

The SEsM has been applied to obtain exact solutions of more complicated classes of
equations. One such class is connected to modeling PDEs from ecology and population
dynamics [480]

as 20

= 2 D.(Q () +F(Q) =0. (160)

+ZBr (%?) +ZCS

AP(Q), B;(Q), Cs(Q), Dy (Q), and F(Q) are polynomials of Q. Specific cases of (160) have
been obtained as model equations in the theory of the migration of populations [476,477]. We
search for traveling wave solutions Q(x,t) = Q(¢) = Q(x — vt). This transforms (160) into

no dQ r
E_OAP( d«ji’ +2B (d§> +F(Q) =0. (161)

In (161), 11 = max(Ny, N3), np = max(Np, Ny) and A,(Q) = A,(Q)(—v)? + C,»(Q),

B,(Q) = B,(Q)(—0)" + D;(Q). Zp, B,, and F are assumed as follows: A,(Q) = walo” 7:Q’,

B,(Q) = ZMZ’ 7*QL, F(Q) = Z 20 7Q'. Here, gq;, q;, and g; are coefficients. We discuss
obtaining the balance equations for several specific cases below. The corresponding exact
solutions can be seen in [480].

We discuss the case of the application of the SEsM for obtaining the exact solution
of (161) when the simple equation is the equation of Bernoulli and the solution is searched
in the form

L
& =Y afp(d)]. (162)
i=0

¢(¢) is a solution of the equation of Bernoulli, which is used here as the simple equation.
Thus, we fix the form of the composite function for the solution and we fix the simple
equation. Next, we have to go to Step 3 of the SEsM to obtain the balance equations. In
order to obtain the balance, we have to estimate the maximum powers of the term of the
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solved equation for the case when the equation of Bernoulli is used as the simple equation.
We name the maximum powers BL1y, BLyy, and BLj3. The estimations are as follows:

_ ar
Term AP(Q)déS — BLyy = LMy, +L+pk—1), p=0,1,...,m

LM, is the maximum power of ¢(Z) arising from the polynomial A,(Q).

r
Term Br(Q)(lliig) —)BLerLMZr+T(L+k71), r=2,...,m

LM,, is the maximum power of ¢(¢) arising from the polynomial B, (Q).
Term F(Q) — BLz =LM

We denote as max(BLj,) the largest value among all BL;, and with max(BLy;), the largest
value among all BL;,. The theoretically possible balance equations are

max(BLyp) = max(BLy,);  max(BLyp) = LM;  max(BLy,) = LM. (163)

Often, one of these three terms is smaller than the other two.
Several examples of the determination of the balance equations are below. For the equation

2
0Q _ Q&Y <8Q> L a0 (164)

ot T ox?  dQ2\ ox dQ ax2’

where D is the constant coefficient of diffusion, ¥(Q) is a polynomial of Q as follows
Y(Q) = Y am, Q™. The largest powers of ¢(() are

miq =0

BLyy = L+k—1; BLip = LM;+2(k—1); BLyp = LM;+2(k—1).

Equation (164) has to be a nonlinear PDE. Then, M; > 2. This leads to BL;, > BL{; and
BLyy > BLy;. The balance equation becomes

BL1» = BLy. (165)

The next example is the balance equation for the reaction—diffusion equation with a
diffusion coefficient that depends on population density

9Q dD [9Q)\? ’Q
FT dQ(8x> +D(Q)@+F(Q> =0, (166)
where we assume D(Q) = %1:0 am,Q™;  F(Q) = an\f:o b, Q™. For the case of the

use of the Bernoulli equation as the simple equation, the largest powers of ¢(&) aris-
ing from the four terms of (166) are BLy; = L+k—1; BLj, = LM; + L+ 2(k—1),
BLy = L(M; —1)+2(L+k—1); BLy = LM. BLy; is smaller than BL;; = BlLjy. Two
possibilities remain. If M is such that BL3 is smaller than BL1,, then the balance equation is
BL1; = BLyy, and no requirements are imposed on L and M. The second possibility is to
balance BLj; and BL3. Thus, BL1, = BL3 — L(M; +1) +2(k—1) = LM.

The balance equations for the other differential equations of the studied class, as well
as the corresponding exact solutions, can be seen in [480].

A more complicated example is connected to the extended Camassa—Holm equa-
tion [484]. The Camassa—Holm equation is a model equation for the x— component u
of the fluid velocity at a certain depth zy below the fluid surface. The Camassa—Holm
equation was introduced as a completely integrable bi-Hamiltonian dispersive shallow
water equation [506]. The Camassa—Holm equation is [484,507]
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3
ou + 2Ka—u + 3eua—u — edzaiu = 262

ou °Uu U
oT 0X 0X 0X20T <2 ) (167)

xox Yo

€ and ¢ are the amplitude parameter and the shallowness parameter and U is a quantity
connected to the height of the wave 7 over the water surface.

5 1 /5 1 ,0%U
~[ S U+ 5y el? — ced*—— | 168
1 3< +4\[3€ 5 ax2> (168)
Below, we present an exact solution of the generalized Camassa—Holm equation [484]
1 ps d2f (U2
287 ae \ax

P1; P2; P3; pa; ps are parameters. Specific cases of (169) are as below. For f(U) = %UZ;
¢(U) = C + 3U? (C is a constant) and p3 = p4ps, one obtains

ou ou *u 9 9

3T +Plﬁ—}72m—ﬁ3ﬁf@1)+mﬁ =0. (169)

ou ou U ou ou o’Uu U

ar " Pax T Paxear OPax

ax Pgxaxz MU =0 (70

Equation (169) contains the Camassa—Holm equation as a particular case when p; = 2x;
ps = € py = €6%; p3 = €26%. In general, in Equation (169), f(U) and g(U) can be arbitrary
polynomials of U.

We skip Step 1 of the SEsM (no transformation of the nonlinearity). We search for
traveling wave solutions and introduce the coordinate ¢ = X — vT, where v is the velocity
of the traveling wave. In Step 2 of the SEsM, we fix the composite function for the solution
to be a power series of the solution of the simple equation. In Step 3 of the SEsM, we have
to determine the balance equations for the corresponding simple equations. For the case
when the simple equation is the equation of Bernoulli, the balance equation is

2(k—1)

= 171
[y (171)

wherek > 1and ] > I > 1. For I > 1, another balance equation is possible. It is
Ivy+3(k—1) = Iy +3(k—-1), (172)

when (] — I)v; < 2(k —1). This balance is possible because of the existence of two terms
in (169), which lead to the maximum power Iv; + 3(k — 1)of the terms of the resulting
polynomial, and these powers are maximum powers for the entire polynomial when
(J= Dy <2(k—1).

A third balance equation is possible in the case of the use of the Bernoulli equation as
the simple equation. This balance is when I = 1. The corresponding balance equation is

2(k—1)
J-1 -~

Another possibility for the simple equation is the equation of Riccati (136). The solution
of Equation (169) is, again, of the kind (132). The possible balance equations in this case are

n = (173)

n=I J<wn+2 J<I+2, (174)
n+2=7J I<v; I+2<], (175)
J=I1+2, wvw<Il, vr+2<] (176)

The possible balance equations for the case when the extended tanh-equation is used as the
simplest equation are the same as for the case of the Riccati equation.
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We return to the case of the use of the SEsM with the equation of Bernoulli as the
simple equation. The values of parameters in the balance equation, Equation (171), are set
to] =3,1=2,k=2. Then, from (171), v; = 2. The equation we solve is

ou N ou U 93 (G0 + a1 U + qolI%) +
ar " Plax ~Paxear T Peg 0 TAE TR
2 [1 U\ ?
Pasy |5 ~(ro + U + rpU? + %) + p5q2( ) =0. (177)
The solution of Equation (170) is searched in the form
U(E) = 60+ 6,1V (E) + 62V (2)% (178)

V({) is the solution of the equation of Bernoulli for k = 2. Substituting (178) in (170), we
obtain a system of seven nonlinear relationships between the parameters of the solved
equation and the parameters of the solution (178). Step 4 of the SEsM is to solve this system
of algebraic equations. One nontrivial solution is

6, — g122cOPs—paps). o g82c*(5p3 — paps)
pars par3
N Ry
b = ;o= ;
692p4r3(4p3 — paps) 12papars(4ps — paps)
@y = —36q5a°papsps + 4q5a°pip3 — 3pavpars + 3paq1pars + 80q3a°p3 —
10q2paraps + 2¢72P4P572,
Ry = —(1520q5a*p3p3p; — 256q2a papaps — 4q5pipdrs + 32q5parapaps —  (179)
60q5p315p; + 3840q3a% p3 — 12P3q1P4r3qzr2 + 12p20p3raqapars —

18poopirapsqy + 9p3qipars + 16q3a° pips + 9p50°pirs —

396811211 P4P5P3 24vq5r3paps + 19204513 p3paps — 384vqsrapaps —
192p1q3r3p3paps + 384p1a3rapap3 + 24p1 4513 paps).

This leads to the following solution of Equation (177):

(O i 8‘12C2(5P3 — paps) { aexpla(¢ + o)l }
6q2p473(4p3 — paps) pars 1 —cexpla(¢ + &o)]

q2ac(5p3 — paps) aexpla(é + o)l 2
8 pars { 1—cexpla(¢+ )] } , (180)

u() =

forc < 0anda > 0. For ¢ > 0 and a < 0, the solution is
) = © _ g1 (5p3 — paps) { aexpla(¢ + Go)] }
6q2p473(4p3 — paps) pars 1+cexpla(¢ + &o)]

q2ac(5p3 — paps) aexpla(¢ + o)l 2
° pars { 1+ cexpla(&+ &)] } - (181)

Another possibility is to use the equation of Riccati (136) as the simple equation.
We use (174) for the balance equation and set the parameters to | = 1; 11 = 2, [ = 2.
The equation that is to be solved is

ou ou *Uu 9°
3T + Pisx ~ P2yt~ P35%3 =0. (182)

1 ou\ 2
(qO+th+42U2)+P4aX (ro+71U)+p5qz( )
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In Step 4 of the SEsM, we obtain a nonlinear algebraic system of eight relationships between
the parameters of the solved equation and the parameters of the solution. A nontrivial
solution of this system is

6, = —15 a*(—pary + 20 — 2py)
i q2paps(—8c2da +16a2d> + c*)’
6, = — ac(—pary + 20 —2py)
1 q2paps(—8c?da + 16a%d? + c*)’
T - (183)

q2paps(—8c2da + 16a2d2 + c*)’
1
©0 = ;(40adpyr, —80ado + 80adp, + 5c2pary — 10c%v + 10c%py +

16p4psqic®da — 32pspsqra’d? — 2papsqict — 80pyuctda + 160pyva’d® +
10pooc*
pavc”).

The corresponding solution of Equation (182) based on the solution (137) of the Riccati
equation is
e = q2p4p5(—8c2d?(—)i- 16a%d? + c*) *
S i s e (32 e (") -
(_

2

2
par1 +20 —2pq) [zcajngatanh(Wﬂ' (184)

2
a
q2P4P4 —8c2da + 16a2d? + C4)

In (184), 62 = ¢* — 4ad > 0.

Finally, we can use the extended tanh-equation, Equation (138), as the simple equation.
From the corresponding balance equation, we choose the parameters | = | =2 and v; = 2.
The equation to be solved is

ou ou U d°

v v - v 2
T TPax ~Praxzar ~ Praxs Mot U+l +

=0. (185)

a |1 ou\?
p4ﬁ 2(70+1’1u+1’2u2)+p5¢72(ax)

In Step 4 of the SEsM, one obtains a system of nonlinear algebraic equations that contains
eight relationships. A nontrivial solution of this system is

6, — ozt “2UPs02+2P1psq2 + 11papsa +51apa¥ — rapapsqu)
pa(64p2g3d @ — 2513)
0, = 0,
CA)
b = N
pa(—2513 + 64p3qad a*)
@, = %(160;95;72&2320 — 160ps5q272d° p1 — 80psqod®d 11 ps — 400620 12pr0 + (186)

80p56232r2p4q1 + 320pzvp5q23454 — 50rpv + 5072 p1 + 251011 ps —
—4
64pspiqiaad )
1
ps = 5P4P5~
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The corresponding solution of the solved equation, Equation (185), is

@
ue) = 2 5 2 2744 t

pa(—25r; + 64p5q3d @°)

c0a27 (—20psq2 + 2p1psda + 11papsda + 5r2p20 — r2papsq) 2 @d(E + &) (187)

—4_
pa(64p2q3d a* — 2513)

The next example we consider is connected to the generalized Swift-Hohenberg
equation. The 1+1-dimensional version is discussed:

ou 2

S = (1 + Vz) 1+ N(u). (188)
Here, r is a parameter and N(u) is a polynomial nonlinearity N(u) — Zg*:o ciu®, where
cs,s=0,1,2,... are parameters. Traveling wave solutions are searched. We set ¢y = cj);
cp=cj+r—1;...,¢cs = ¢, and the solved equation becomes

= 2=+ =) o’ (189)

4 -1)
=", 1
M= "7 (190)
We consider the specific case s* = 5. The corresponding Swift-Hohenberg equation
becomes
Ju 821/1 841/1 2 3 4 5
R R T . 191
at+ 8x2+8x4 co + cru + cou” 4 cau” + cqu™ + csu (191)
The balance equation is
n=p-1 (192)

For B =2, = 1. B = 2 means that we use the equation of Riccati (136) or the extended
tanh-equation (138) as the simple equation. For the case of the use of the extended tanh-
equation as the simple equation, in Step 4 of the SEsM, one obtains the system of nonlinear
algebraic relationships.

24a* — 507 =

¢4+ 5cs6y =

40a3¢ + 4a® — 307 — 10c50507 — 4cyf007 =

—va — oy — 3c30001 — 10c56301 — 6¢4030; =

—2050) + 4ca + 16a%c> — SC59§ - 3039(2) — 4C498 - =
—cog — ¢16p — v01c — c29(2, — 6493 — 659[5) — 0398 =

~ ~ ~ ~

~

c o oo oo

(193)

A nontrivial solution of this system is
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Cs5

C4

3

2

€1

Co

24q*
o
12046y
or
e 1062ac + 67 4 60a263
o ’
003 + 120420007 + 1246065 4 240a°6;
_a 6% ,
vy 00003 + 60a20362c + 640367 + 60a3603 + 2601c + 86}ac?
o ’
_ 24a*6] + a63v67 +40a°036% ¢ + 4a%6367 + 4abpbic + 16a°067c” + vdic (194)
o ‘
The corresponding solution of (191) is
c _
u(Z) =6y + 91§ tanh[a ¢(& + &)], (195)
where s = —3% and ¢ = ¢°.
For the case 8 = 3, one obtains from (192) # = 2. The simple equation is
av
— =n+nV+nV+1V’ (196)

dg

which for 79 = 72 = 0 and 7; = a, as well as 73 = b, is reduced to the equation of
Bernoulli (134). A nontrivial solution of the corresponding system of nonlinear algebraic
relationships obtained in Step 4 of the SEsM is

66 = 0,
b4
s = 384,
6
3(-2
0 — 960l ( bé)g + 92a)’
6
2
1 b? (2400765 — 2400064 + 50054> + 63)
3 = ,
3 93
0 = (272(—093 +12063a> + 1263a — 1920663 + 28806%036,a —
2
1200b663a* — 24b6,63),
2
a = o (960603 — 19206°636,a + 120067030242 + 24626263 — vads + 8a*65 +
2
200085 — 2400003a° — 24b0y65a + 4a%63),
26,
0 =~ (192603 — 4806°636,a -+ 4006%03034% +

2
8620365 — vabs + 8a*05 + bOyvOS — 120b0p03a° — 12b0pH3a + 4a%63).  (197)

The solution of the Swift-Hohenberg Equation (191) is

aexp[2a(¢ + So)]

u(g) =6+ 921 —bexp[2a(& + &o)]’

(198)
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for the case b < 0,a > 0 and

o, aexp[20(E + )]

=0, , 199
MO =0T T expl2aE + o) >
for the case b > 0, a < 0. p and 0, are free parameters.
The next example is connected to the generalized Rayleigh equation
?u  u ou

F and G are the functions of the corresponding terms. For u = u(t), G(1) = u, one obtains

2
the Rayleigh equation. For F (‘;—’f) =—€ (‘fi‘t‘ — (%’) ), one obtains the specific case of the

d*y du du\?
S (= =0. 201
dat? e(dt (dt) tu=0 (201)
Equation (201) occurs in the theory of sound.
We consider the case where F and G are polynomials

Rayleigh equation

d LAY S
F(;;) = Zaj(£> ;0 Gu) = —Sg(;)csu . (202)

j=0

Traveling wave solutions u(x,t) = u({) = u(x — vt) are searched for the solved equation
Pu u\ Pu &
Frlo(5) -5- e (209
j=0 s=0
The balance equation that occurs in Step 3 of the SEsM is

M' (204)

= "m

For the case m = 2, we solve the equation

Pu 2 <au)j Pu &
—+ ) ai| =) — 55 =) csu’, (205)
o o I\ ot 0x2 Sgo
and the balance equation is
2(B—1
n= 72[5_ 2). (206)

Here, we set f = 2. This fixes the simple equation to be the equation of Riccati or the
extended tanh-equation. In addition, we set s* = 3 and the solved equation becomes
Pu 2 ou\ 0% 5 3
= ai| =7 | — 55 =co+cu+cu” +czu. 207
8t2+]§‘)]<8t> o OtanTanTa (207)
For the case of the extended tanh-equation as the simple equation, one obtains a system of
nonlinear relationships in Step 4 of the SEsM. A nontrivial solution of this system is
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6, 4a202a2 ,
3
01 0,
0o 3v%c3 — 3c3 — 2c0a00” + 2(18v%c3 — 12c1a5v*c3 +
6a5c302
4c3asv* — 9vc3 — 9c§)1/2> ,
ai 0,
1/2
c —— (18022 — 12¢cya2v*c5 + 4c2a20* — 9v*cE — 962> ,
8vaa? < 3 1420 €3 242 3 3
1 1/2
c ———— | ( 18v%c} — 12¢1a30%c3 + 4c3a30* — 9vic3 — 9c2> <9v4c2 -
0 1080%41%06[( 3 1420 €3 242 3 3 3
180%c3 + 9¢% + 12c1a3v*cs — 4c%a%v4) — 8c3a30° — 108agc3a30°® —
108v°c3c3a3 + 324v°c3c1a3 4 108c3c3a5v* — 324c1a5v*c3 +
2700°c3 — 810v*c3 + 810v°c3 — 270c3 + 36c1a§v6c3cz] : (208)
The solution of (207) is
1
u(%) 5 <3Z)2C3 — 3c3 — 202207 + 2(18v*c% — 12cqa3vc; + 4C%a%v4 -
6ayc3v
9vtc} — 9c§)1/2> + 02{ - {80%2‘15 (182}2c§ — 12¢1a3v%cs + 4c3as0v* —
1/291/2 1
9vcs — 9c§) } tanh [( - 87:1% (181}%% — 12c1a3v*cs + 4c3ad0* —
1/2\ 1/2
9vtc2 — 9c§) ) &+ Co)} } (209)
Next, we set B = 3. The simple equation, Equation (133), is again reduced to the
equation of Bernoulli (134) with k = 3. Moreover, we set s* = 3. Then, from the balance
equation, # = 4. The solved equation is (207), and in Step 4 of the SEsM, one arrives at the
system of nonlinear algebraic relationships. A nontrivial solution of this system is
272
b, — 16297
€3
03 0,
2h
92 16&20 11,
C3
01 0,
0o 607073 (8a3v*a® — 2cra70” + 3v°c3 — 3¢3),
a 0,
1
c —— (—4c%d%0* + 64a208a* + 90t R — 18022 + 932 ,
1 1205030% (—4cya; 2 3 3 3)
1
c ——————(—27¢3 + 27v°¢5 — 81v*c} + 81023 + 5124501248 + 4c3a30® —
0 10824306 ( 3 3 3 3 2 243

10800c§a§vé — 19262613010014 — 27020120%% + 54czazv4c§ — 27czazv6c§). (210)
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The corresponding solution of the solved equation is

- 1 ayv?ba®  exp[2a(& + &)]
u@) = 6a30%c3 (8a30%a” — 2c3050% + 3v%c3 — Bc3) + 16 3 1—bexp[2a(&+&o)]
a0°b? [ aexp[2a(&+ &) ?
163 {1 —bexp[2a(§+§0)]} ’ o

for the case b < 0,a > 0 and

- 1 b4 ) ) a0?ba®  exp[2a(¢ + &)]
B T IR R
a,02b? aexp[2a(¢ + &o)] 2
16 c3 {l—i—bexp[Za(é‘—l—Co)]] ’ 212

for the case b > 0,a < 0.
The last example illustrates the application of the SEsM to the case of the use of two
simple equations. The set of equations that is discussed contains equations of the nonlinear

Schrodinger kind [488]:

B
igt + g +q Y, be | q[*=0, (213)
k=—A

kA1
In order to obtain a solution of Equation (213) one needs the two simplest equations. We
skip Step 1 of the SEsM (no transformation of the nonlinearity, as the nonlinearity is a
polynomial one). In Step 2 of the SEsM, we can choose a composite function for the solution.
The choice is g(x,t) = g(&)h(x,t). Here, ¢(&) is a real function (¢ = ax + Bt). h(x,t) is
a complex function. The two simple equations are for g(¢) and h(x,t). Below, h*(x, t)
denotes the complex conjugate function of h(x, t). The substitution of the form of g(x, t) in
Equation (213) leads to (we denote gz as g’)

B
iBg'h + ighs + a®ag"h + 20ag'hy + aghy + (gh) Y. % (hh*)k = 0. (214)
k=—A
k-1

Here, gz ¢’ denotes gz. The simple equation for h(x,t) is h; = ih, { = kx + wt +6.
The solution is h({) = exp(i{) = expl[i(xx + wt + 6)]. This choice of h leads to the equation

for g(&)
a’ag” + (2axa + B)ig' — (w +x*a)g +g i hg* = 0. (215)
21
g(&) must be a real function and because of this, p = —2axa. We substitute this in (215) and

multiply the result by g’. What is obtained is integrated with respect to ¢. The result is

Eoob
2,2 2302 ko 2k+2 _
x°ag” — (w+x“a)g-—c — =0. 216
§F - —et ), 8 (216)
k#-1
c is a constant of integration. We introduce a new variable u = g7. Here, 0 is a parameter.
The equation for (&) becomes

2 2 2 B 2
n_ o (WtKa) 5 0°C o4 1)/0 bk okyo)/o
_ e _ . 217
" 20 ¢ Tt :Z—:A cha(k—i—l)u @17
kA1

Equation (217) has various specific cases. Three of them are:
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1. o0=1k=0,...,B. Then, (217) becomes the following equation:

B 2
n_ 2kt1) o wWHKA—bo o bk . B og
U kgcku , <o P (L ,...,B. (218)

2. o0c=2,k=-2,...,B. Then, (217) becomes

B b 4¢ 4w + 4x*a — 4b
W= Y it co=—2 e = = ——

k=—2

7

a2q
ab,

Ck:*m,kzl,...,B. (219)

¢ = 0, 0: arbitrary positive integer that is different from 1, B = Do, k = no, n = —1,
..., D. Then, (217) becomes

D 2 2 2
n_ 2(n+1) I :U(w+xa—b0)
! ngl entt e a?a(l—o)’ €0 a%a ’
2
_ 0“byo _
Cyp = m,n—l,...,D. (220)

The solutions of (218)—(220) can be expressed by the special function V;(¢; g, 1, m) from [486].
1 m ,
Remember that this special function is the solution of <%) =Y a]-u] .Here, g, 1, and m
j=0

are positive integers and @ = (ay, ..., a,). The solutions of (213) are:
1. ¢=1k=0,...,B.

q(x,t) = V(¢;1,2,2B +2) expli(kx + wt + 0)]. (221)

Here, Ez’l = (ao,...,a23+2) and ap = 0, Ay = Cj—1,A2i—1 = 0,i=1,...,B+1.
2. 0=2k=-2,...,B.

q(x,t) = [Vi, (&1,2, B +2)]" 2 expli(kx + wt +6)]. (222)

Here, @y = (ay,...,ap12) and a; =¢;_5,i=0,...,B+2.
3. ¢ = 0, 0: an arbitrary positive integer that is different from 1, B = Do, k = no,
n=-1,...,D.

q(x,t) = [Vz,(&1,2,2D +2)]Y 7 expli(kx + wt + 6)]. (223)

Here, d3 = (ﬂo, ... ,ﬂ2D+2) and ay; =c¢j_1, 43141 =0,i=0,D+ 1.

The above solutions can be expressed by the specific case of the V-functions for the selected
values of the parameters. One example is for the solutions given by Equation (222). These
solutions are:

1.  Case B = 0. Equation (213) is the solution, which is

q(x,t) = {cosh[£(b_o/a)"?(x — 2xat)]}*/? exp{i[xx + }L(b_z — 4K2a + 4by)t + 6]} (224)

2. Case B = 1. Equation (213) is

iqe + aqux +b_2q | g |* +bog +b1g | q [*=0. (225)

The solution of Equation (225) is

q(x,t) = {p[£(—b1/(20))/2(x — 2xat);0,2b_5 /by] }1/? exp{i[x + (by — x%a)t + 6]}. (226)
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Here, e is the elliptic function of Weierstrass.
Case B = 2. Equation (213) is

iqt + g +b2q | 4 |7 +bog +b1q | g > +b2q | g |*=0, (227)

The solution is expressed by the Jacobi elliptic functions [488].

The list of examples of the application of the SEsM could continue. For more applica-
tions, see, for example, [460,463,467-470,484,485,487,488,508-510].

9. The SEsM and Other Methods for Obtaining Specific Exact Solutions of Nonlinear
Nonintegrable Differential Equations

An interesting direction for future research is the relationship between the SEsM and
other methods for obtaining exact solutions of nonlinear differential equations. We have
shown above that by using the appropriate composite function of Step 2 of the SEsM and
simple equations for exponential functions, the SEsM can be connected to the method of
Hirota and the Inverse Scattering Transform method. These two methods are often used for
obtaining exact solutions of integrable nonlinear differential equations. The situation with
respect to the methods for obtaining particular solutions of nonintegrable nonlinear differ-
ential equations is as follows. It was shown that the SEsM contains as specific cases [511] the
Jacobi Elliptic Function Expansion method [512], F-Expansion method [513-515], Modified
Simple Equation method [516], Trial Function method [517,518], General Projective Riccati
Equations method [519], and First Integral method [520]. Other methods that demonstrate
specific cases of the SEsM are [495] the Homogeneous Balance method [521-524] and the
Auxiliary Equation method [525]. The list continues [466] with the G’/G method [526,527],
Exp-function method [528], tanh method [529], and the method of the Fourier series. We
note that the SEsM can also deal with differential equations containing fractional deriva-
tives [465]. The list can be continued and we present here the following conjecture.

Conjecture 1. Any method for obtaining exact analytical solutions of nonintegrable nonlinear
differential equations is a specific case of the SEsM.

The motivation for this conjecture is as follows. The SEsM is based on known solutions
of simple equations and the solution of the more complicated solved equation is constructed
as a composite function of these solutions. Any method for obtaining exact analytical
solutions of nonlinear differential equations has to construct these solutions using known
functions. These known functions are the solutions of the simple equations. The solution of
the solved equation is a function of these known functions. This is the composite function
used in the SEsM. Then, if one wants to find a method for obtaining the exact solution of a
nonlinear differential equation that is not a specific case of the SEsM, one has to do one of
the following things:

1.  Use the forms of the known functions that are not solutions of any simple equations.
This will be extremely difficult as one has to use functions that are not solutions of
differential equations.

2. Construct the searched solution as a function of the known functions, which is not a
composite function. This is also an extremely difficult task.

10. Concluding Remarks

In this review article, we discuss an effective method for obtaining exact analytical so-
lutions of nonlinear differential equations, the Simple Equations Method (SEsM). Through a
relatively large overview of the literature, we show that the research area connected to the
search for exact solutions of nonlinear differential equations is of much interest because
these equations are used in the mathematical models of numerous complex systems, and
the mathematical aspect of the search of exact solutions is also quite interesting. The SEsM
has a simple algorithm based on the appropriate transformation of the nonlinearity of the
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solved equation (if necessary), and then the solution is constructed as a composite function
of solutions of simpler differential equations. The SEsM has four steps. In Step 1, one
may use a transformation to convert the nonlinearity of the solved equation to a more
treatable kind of nonlinearity. A treatable kind of nonlinearity is polynomial nonlinearity.
Step 2 of the SEsM is connected with the use of a composite function in order to build the
solution of the solved equation. We show that the composite function favors the occurrence
of a certain class of simple equations that define a special function, the V-function. This
function contains as specific cases numerous elementary and special functions and leads
to the occurrence of systems of polynomials in the process of the application of the SEsM
to the solved equation. The SEsM transforms the solved equation into a sum of functions
multiplied by some coefficients, which are relationships between the parameters of the
solved equation and the parameters of the solution. The setting of these coefficients to
0 leads to a system of nonlinear algebraic equations. In order to obtain a nontrivial solution
of the solved equation, this system of nonlinear algebraic relationships must be balanced.
This leads to additional relationships called balance equations. The balance equations are
important as they may lead to a fixation of the form of the simple equation and the form of
the composite function for the solution of the solved equation. Thus, the first three steps
of the SEsM convert the solved equation to a system of nonlinear algebraic relationships.
The solution of this system is the task of Step 4 of the SEsM. Each obtained nontrivial
solution of the system of nonlinear algebraic relationships leads to a nontrivial solution of
the solved equation.

We note that in general, the SEsM is constructed to be able to solve systems of nonlinear
differential equations. Above, we presented the version of the method for the solution
of one nonlinear differential equation. We demonstrated that this version of the SEsM is
connected to well-known methods for obtaining multisoliton exact analytical solutions of
integrable differential equations, the Inverse Scattering Transform method, and the method
of Hirota. We showed how the SEsM led to the equation of Gelfand-Levitan-Marchenko for
the case of the Korteweg-de Vries equation and to the relationships of Zakharov and Shabat
for the case of the nonlinear Schrodinger equation. We discussed numerous transformations
of nonpolynomial nonlinearities to polynomial nonlinearities in Step 1 of the SEsM. The
need to use composite functions arose naturally in the SEsM as the solution had to be
constructed as a composite function of the solution of the simple equations. This led to the
occurrence of the Faa di Bruno formula for the derivatives of the composite functions in
the process of the application of the SEsM.

The use of composite functions in the SEsM favors simple equations with polynomial
nonlinearity. Thus, simple equations, such as the equations of Bernoulli and Riccati and the
equations for the elliptic functions of Weierstrass and Jacobi, are often used in the SEsM.
The connection between the choice of the simple equation and the form of the composite
function for the solution of the solved equation was discussed with special attention in the
text. Numerous examples of the application of the SEsM were presented. These applications
illustrated the methodology and presented exact analytical solutions of many equations
obtained over the years with the use of the SEsM in our research. Special attention was
given to the application of the SEsM to differential equations arising in connection with the
SIR model of epidemic spreading. The obtained solutions can be used for modeling COVID-
19 waves. Other examples were connected to exact analytical solutions of the equations
of Fisher and Huxley, as well as the solutions of the generalized Camassa—Holm, Swift—
Hohenberg, and Rayleigh equations. Special attention was also devoted to obtaining exact
solutions of nonlinear differential equations such as the nonlinear equation of Schrédinger.
The reason is that we showed the application of the SEsM for the case of two simple
equations in the process of obtaining exact analytical solutions of these equations.

As we have shown above, the methodology of the SEsM is effective. It is connected to
well-known methods for obtaining exact multisoliton solutions of nonlinear differential
equations and contains as specific cases many methods for obtaining specific exact analytical
solutions of nonintegrable equations. Future research on the SEsM will be in two directions:
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(i) an extension of the area of the application of the methodology by treating additional
classes of nonlinearities and equations; and (ii) the application of the methodology to
systematic methods for obtaining exact solutions of nonlinear differential equations.
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